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H IS T OR Y 

■ ■ T ■ - 

, " a F T H « 

PROCEEDINGS and DEBATES 

F '1^ H E 

H O tJ S E ot t 6 H n ^ 

In the FOURTH SESSION of the 

PIffcecnth Parliament of -Great Britaihf 

Appointed to be held at WESTMINSTER, 

0ii ^uefdaj^ the nth Day of Nimmher. 

HIS Rpyal Highnefs George Auguftus Frederick Prince A« 1783; 
of Wales, having been, by Letters Patent, dated the 
i^th day of Auguft, in the fecond year of his Majefty'a 
reign, create^ Prince of Wales and Earl of Chefter, was, jn 
his robes, which, wltji the Collar of the O^er of the Gar-t 
ter, he had put on in the Earl Marlhal's room, introduced^ 
into the Houfe of Peers, foon after their meeting this day^^ 
in the following order : 

Gentlemen Ulher of the Black Garter Principal King oC 
Rod, with his ilaff Arms, in his robe, with 

of office. his fccptcr, bearing hit 

Royal Hig^nefs*8 patent* 
Earl of Surrey, Sir Peter BurrtU, 

Dcp. E. Marftal of England. Dcp. G t. Chamb. of England 
Earl of Carlifle, Vifcount Stormont. 

Lord Privy Seal. Lord Prcfident of the Council. 

The C O R O N E T, 

On a crimfon velvet cufhion, borne by Vifcount Lewi(ha»5 
one of the Gentlemen of his Royal Highncfs's 
Bedchamber^ 
Vbi..XIL ^ Hi« 



I^ARLlAMETffTARY A. lyj^, 

. His Rojal Highpcfs the JPR^INCE pf WALES, 

^ Carrying ]his Writ of Sunaqaons, 2. \ 

Supported by his Uncle, liis Royal Highnefs the Duke of 

Cumberland, and the Dukes of Richmond and 

Portland, 

And proceeding Tap the Houfe with the ufual reverences, the 

writ and ^ patent ivcre deli'vered to .tjie Eirl of Mans^eld, 

Speaker, on the woolfack, and read by the Clerk of the 

Parliament at the table. His Royal I^ighnefs and the reft of 

the proceffion ftanding near : after which his Royal High- 

l^fs was cppdu^ed to his chair, on the jright hand of tb« 

durone, the coronet and cufhion having be^n laid on a 

ftool before the chair : and his Royal Highnefs being cover* 

cd asufual, the ceremony ended*: 

At about a quarter before three, his Majefty came in the 
vfual ftate, and being feated on the throne, his Royal High* 
nefs the Prince of Wales again took his feat in the chair of 
Aate on the ri^ht band of bis Majefty. Lord Southampton 
and Lord Lewifham fupportlng the coronet, and other propter 
officers ftanding near the chair.*— The Speaker of the rloufe 
of Commons, with the Uflier of the Black Rod, and a great 
number of members being come to the bar, his Majefty waa 
"^ pleafed to make the following moft gracious- fpeech : 

*^ My Lords and Geyitlemen, 

•* t have the fatisfaftion to inform you, that definitive 
treaties of peace have been concluded witl^ the Courts of 
France and Spain, and with tlip United States of America, 
preliminary articles have been jatfo ratified with the States 
General of the United Provinces. I have ordered thefe fe- 
Veral treaties to be laid before you ; and am happy to adJ^ 
that Iliave no caufe to doubt but that all thofe powers agree 
with me in my fincere inclination to keep the calamities of 
war at a great diftance. 

*^ The objects which are to be brought under your delibe^ 
ration will fuf5ciently explain noy reafons for calling you to- 
gether ^er fo Ihort a recefs. Enquiries of the utmoft im- 
portance have been long acd diligently purfued, and the 
fruit of them will be expected* The fituation of the Eaft- 
India Company will require the utmoft exertions of your 
fvifdom, to maintain and impt:ove the valuable advantages de- 
rived from our Indian poiTeflions, and to promote and fecure 
the faappinefs of the jnativ^ inhabitant^ of thofe provinces. 
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^^ The ftftfen of peace will call upon you for an attentita 
to erery- thhi^ which can recruit the ftrength of the nation, 
after fo teng and Ib^expenfive a war. The fccority and in- 
creafc of the revenue, in the manner leaft burthenfome to 
my fubje£ts, will be among your firft objeds. In man;^ ef^ 
fential parts it has fuffered ; dangerous frauds have prevailed f 
and alarming outrages have been committed. Exertions Have 
not been wanting to reprefs this daring fpirit, nor pains to en- 
quire into its true caufes. In any inftances in which the 
powers of government may not be equal to its utimoft care 
and Vigilance, I have no doubt that the wifdom of my Parli- 
ament will provide, fuch remedies as may be found wanting 
for the accomplifhment of purpbfes in whicU the materid 
ioterefls of this nation are fo deeply. conp^roed. 

^^ pentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

^ ** I have ordered the eftimates of the expences for the 
year to be laid before you. From thofe you will perceive the 
redudion which I have made in all the cftablifhments, which 
appear to me to be brought as low as prudence will admit : 
And you will participate with me in the fatisfadion which I 
feel in this ftep towards the relief of my fubje£ls. 

'^ At the end of a War fome part of its weight muft inevi- 
tably be borne for a time. I feel for the burthens of my 
people : but I rely on that fortitude, which has hitherto fup- 
ported this nation under many diiEculties, for their bearing 
thofe which the prefent exigencies require, and which are (m 
neceffiiry foi^ the full fopport of national credit* 

** My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^^ In many refpeSs our fituation is new ; your counciU. 
will provide what is called for by that fituation, and your 
wifdom will give permanence to whatever has been found be- 
neficial by the experience of ages. In your deliberations 
you will preferve that temper of moderation which the im- 
portance of their objects demands, and will, I have no doubt, 
produce ; and I am fure that you are unanimous in your de- 
lire to direft all thofe deliberations to the honour of my 
<irown, the fafety of my dominions, and the profpcrity of 
jhy people.** 
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f The King having retired^ his RoyalHjghiKi3 the Pnnce of 
Wales, at the table, took the oaths pf Alt^iaa(;e ^nd Sviprc^ 
macy, and made and fubfcribed the D^cl^r;a^ian| a^4^l^9 
^tpok and fubfcribed the path of A^juratl^iu 

X.ofScaf. The Eartof Scarborough apologized for rifing in the Houfe 
borough, gj immediately fubfequent to his having, received the honour 
of a feat aniong their Lordfhips j and ne had but one excufe 
to make — an excufe, however, that he was certain would 
j{lead moft powcrfqlly — It. was the occafion — it was to move for 
^* An addrefe of thanks to the King for his moft gracious 
fpecch from the throne." The paternal regard his Majefty 
ij^xprelTed for his people, the duty that was due to fuch a So- 
vereign, and the refpeft which the Speech demanded, were 
matters that warranted an Addrefs of the moft ajFedionato 
kind. The noble Earl cxpreffed his full—his moft ample 
confidence in the prefent Miniftry, whom he called an Ad- 
miniftration that had the warm hearts and the good wifhe^ 
of the people. They were compofed of men long tried 19 
|he public caufe ; men on ^hom dependence could be placed, 
and who certainly had, by their councils and their condu£^^ 
faved this empire from ruin. The bleffings of peace had, 
through their means, been accompliihed at a trying period, 
when'the affairs of this country, diftrafied by the cabals ot 
]iarty, feemed almoft irretrieveable from deftruftion. Thi$ 
coodu£V, th£fe proofs attached him to their fupport, and 
x^ade him particularly anxious to fhew his reverence, for a 
sovereign who Jiad difcerned the merit of fuch men, and 
. forefaw the good confequences thatmuft flow from their ad* 
yice in council, and their abilities in the execution of what 
they propofed. 

The definitive articles of pacification, fays lie,haye be.en ^e- 
gociated on the ground of a preliminary treaty, digested and 
formed by an Admiqiflration who expired on the concluf^pn of 
thatbufinisfs. The prefent Minifters naturally found themfclve^ 
cmbarrafTed— The preliminaries were fuch as |io gop4.m4fr 
could approve of, but the hationalfaith was pledged. '' 

^ yntjer thefe circumftaqces, and in this fituatioq, the defi- 
nitive treaty has been brought to ^ concjufion. It is a fuper^^^ 
- ftruQure that has been reared on a ba(is Jaid by men wbp 
have ceafed to exift as the Minifters of this country. 

But thefe are not the only circumftances, fays the noble 
Earl, which excite my gratitude, and call forth my fpntiments 
§^t ' loyalty arid congratulation. The other various and 

important 
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In^portant olge^s to which ^if Majefty direds our attco- 
ition in hi$ moft gracious $pefich^ illuftrate flropgly the 
inter^ft h^ is pleafed to takp in the national welfare, and 
^.eioand our warofieft acknowledgtneoti. The nK)ment6 of 
peace are the oKxnents of political enquiry and of civil re«> 
^orcn. They a^rd a proper paufe for deliberation and (!pru^ 
$iay. It is bis Majfsfty's gracious wifli th^t they oiay b? 
]^nv;erted t;9 jh^s purpofe. 

I^ngerQus fr^^ds have prevailed. Alarming outrages have 
been commi^tAd* The affairs of a great trading company 
JKive becomjC the itibje£l of general conflderation : thefe arc 
^atterr; of no trivial concern, and to thefe objefts, his Majefty^ 
^ver watchful oyer the iptereft of his fubjeds, wi{hed to 
f^ir^Ct the attention of his Parliament and people. 

Feeljng thefe fentiments of gratitude towards my Sove- 
P^^igO) t cannot at the fame time fupprefs my congratulations 
Pfk the govcrment of aJ^Fairs being contained in the hands />f 
inen who pofleft the confidence of the nation, from wliofe 
l9pion the moft flattering profpefis arc to be enteruined, and 
fi^h'o have abilities to resize his Majefty's wifhes, and to ad^ 
vapc^ the public welfare. 

{mpreflbd with thefe ientimeots, I beg leave to move an 
Jiun^bl^ addrefs of thanks to his Majefty for his moft gracir 
QU$ fp^ech from the throne. [He read his motion for the 
fddrefS) which^ as ufual, contained fentiments of agreement and 
gratitude id god fpr each of the claufes in the Royal Speech.] 

hqvd H^den r^uefted the indulgence of tbtir Lordfhips Lord 
tff a young i}^m^r» who had onjy that day taken his feat in Hampdca. 
!^e Houfe. £fe ^^ afluated, he faid, by motives of the moft 
truly f ^iriptic Jci^d^ to deiivpc his fentiments on the motion 
made by the noble Lord \yho preceded him, and hoped for the 
indulgClKce of a few mirYutea. Peace, long wifhed-for peace, 
h^d b^cn at laf): eftabli(hed-7^and through the fpirit, and the 
good conduA of the prefent Mir^i^ry, it was not quite {q 
difgra^eful in ibe ratification, as in the preliminary arti- 
cles ; the Utter of which his Lordfhip called difgraceful, pu* 
iHill^Uiicnpus and difhonourable. Tbey were difgraceful, be- 
cSvOlc ?bey took away from the dignity of this kingdom ; they 
y9txt difhonourable, becaufe better terms might have been 
obtained; and ^bey were pu^Unimous, becaufe we made 
coaceffions, V9:h$n we fhould have l\jid humiliations. The 
^ewg (then no f<$cret), and afterwards confirmed in its report, 
was a ftrong an4 a mofl evincing proof of the truth of this 
^Il^PO• W« gave up in the preliminaries^ th%t which we 

V never 
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Jicvcr fhould have ceded, but to the ceffion of which in the 
ratification, we were bound by thofe preliminaries. The 
peace appeared to him in the (hape of a rickety bantling, 
dropped at the door of the prefent Minifters by its too hafty 
parents, and there begging for fupport and protcftion. They 
took it up, examined its defefts ; and as they found a kind 
of national promife made in its favour, they nurfed it, and 
by the dint of political art, kept it alive, until th^y could 
obtain a ratification for its exiftence, on the beft terms that 
could be obtained for the benefit of its country. 

This country, the noble Lord obferved, therefore flood 
indebted to the prefent Adminiftration, for amending, in the 
ratified articles, thofe fliamcful, thofe difgraccful terms 
that were in the preliminaries. On a due confideration of 
this fubje£):, he meant to give his fupport to the prefent men 
in power, until he faw, what he never wifhed, nor indeed 
expe£^ed to fee, a change of their political principles, and 
then he fhould be as ready to condemn as ht now was to ap- 
prove their conduft. He hoped, in unifon of fentiment with 
the noble Lord who fpoke laft, that all party quarrels would 
be dropped, and the hands and hearts of the Senate would 
unite f^ the glory, the happinefs, and the good of their 
country. The Throne recommended it ; the people wifhed 
it, and the common caufe of the fabjeft demanded it. l)c 
feared, however, that there lay in embrio fome turbulent 
Spirits, who mi^t rife to oppofe and clc^ the wheels of Go- 
vernment. Thefe, he added^ were enemies to their country; 
for as nothing but the tnoft frivolous complaint could be 
tirged, fo the attempt againft Minifters would appear in a 
very odious li^t to the public at large, and to the common 
fcnfe of every individual. 

Conceiving the fubjeft in this point of view, the nobit 
Lord feconded the motion for the Addrefs, and hoped that it 
would pafs nemine diffentiente. 
fari Earl TempU. I do not rife, my Lords, with any inten* 

"ttm^ tjon to oppofe the motion. The Speech from the Throne 
jnufl, in my vmind, give very general fatisfa^tion ; and I 
fhall never defcend to the meannei's of a faftious oppofition. 
If I were called upon to deliver my fentiments on the Speech, 
I fhould rather find fault with it for its omifiions than for 
what it contains. It fpeaks a language of zeal and earneft- 
nefs, and, as far as it goes, is congenial with my feelings 
and ideas* But, my Lords, having fatd this, I may be per- 
mitted to ftate my reafons for with-holding cpnfidenee ftoqi 

the 
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the ^rcfcnt Adminiftration. I have no wilh to inflame — ^I 
am not inftigated by envy; I do not fpeak haftily, but on the 
moft mature deliberation-— I muft declare that I have no con- 
iidence in the prefent Minifters. 

My Lords, when I look back bqt a very few months to 
the events in our hiftory, I do not heiitate to pronounce it as 
rty opinion, that the prefent Minifters have in one great 
meaCure attacked, if they have not deftroyed, the conftitu- 
tion of the country. This is a bold afTertion; but I do not 
throw it out lightly and at hazatd ^ it is the refuit of enquiry 
and difcuiiion. I fay, my Lords, that the conftitutibh <>f 
the country muft be deftroycd, when a fctt of men can ftizc 
on the reins of government, and take the clofet of the King 
by afiault. I am not weak enough to hazard this charge,^ 
eight months after the event, without having fcrioufly weigh- 
ed it in my mind ; and I fhould have delivered it at an ear- . 
lier period, but that t was abfentin another place. My iitu- 
ation at that time I accepted in dnty to my Sovereign and 
Country — I was introduced into it by no party — I was neither 
the adherent nor the dupe of any faAion. I received it in 
the moft honourable manner, from the Crown ; and I main<-^ 
t&ined myfelf in the iituation by the pureft and moft up- 
right means, by a£ting under the principles of the conftitu- 
tlon, and ftudying the happincfs and welfare of the country. 
When \ (aw the bold and unconftitutional attack that was 
made on the dignity of the Crown, and on thefyftem of the 
country, I thought it high time to lay at his Majcfty*s feet 
the commiffibn which I had received. There was a time^ 
my Lords, when this Houfe was voted to be ufelefs. On 
this occafion the bold fa£tion did not proceed to this indecent 
length; bat where, my Lords, was the virtue, where the en- 
Orgy, where the influence and ufe of this Houfe, when they 
<could fee and fufFer fuch an infringement to be made on the 
conftitution ? This Houfe, in that moment, was evidently 
a cypher, and in fo far I aver the equilibrium of the legil-^ 
lature was overturned. 1 fpeak from no envy nor difappomt- 
ment. The manner in which I accepted and refigncd my 
office, will acquit me from the imputation of interefted mo« 
tives ; and I do not fpeak from any fa&ious defire of fetting^ 
up an iiidifcriminate oppoiition to his Majefty's govern* 
snenu 

I nave reafon?, from the conduft of Minifters fince they 
came into office, for diftnjfting them. The treaty with the 
Americans is concluded^ and as the noble Vifcount^fays, 

bolb 
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both of that and of the definitive treaties with France and 
Spain, they are certainly the legitimate children of the 
preliminary articles; but having adopted the. imie which 
they fb violently condemned, it furely became them to 
have nurtured the offspring with ^e gi^eateft: care and 
tendernefs, to have made tnem at leafl as vigorous and 
promifing as poflible; inftead of which, have they take%| 
the meafures. which prudence and policy pointed out? 
What is become of the commercial treaty with America, 
frbin which fo much good fortune was promiied :. has it not 
terminated in air i The gentleman who was employed to nc- 
' gpdate that treaty is returned from Paris ; the whole is broken 
oST, atid broken off for reafons, which, if his information was 
tigbt^ were cenfurable. Thefe reafons were not communis = 
catcd to the public, but they were perfeftly weU known ta 
individuals ; I am not willing to take up rumours, and argue 
from the hearfay evidence of the day ; but reports are cir- 
culated with great opennefs^ that this treaty has not only bee^ 
broken ofi^, but is not likely to be renewed, for reafons by 
AO means favourable to the King's Minift^rs. 
* Preliminary Articles are figned with Holland } but jpivc me^ 
leave to fay, my Lords, that they alfo are but the. legitimate' 
offspring of the meafures of the former Miniftry ; the ad- 
vantages procured in that treaty were fecured, and it will be 
rcguircd — it muft be known why thefe i|reliminai:y Articl^Si 
luivc not yet been wrought up into a definitive treaty.; Why 
have we not yet begun even to reap the a4vant5^9§ of this, 
peace ? Why have not our Minifters been more? vigorous and 
decifive in giving the finifking hand to a treaty, which they 
1x)aft to be fo profitable ? 

The critical and very ferious aflfairs of the Eafl-Indi€;s, 
properly make a par^raph in the Speech from the throne s 
it' certainly was time that the nation fhould begin to reap the 
advantages of the elaborate enquiries which had taken place*- 
I muft confefs, I have not undergone the fatigue of reading 
thofe voluminous reports and papers which are on the table 
of the Houfe of Comfnons ; but the fubje£t muft be inftant« 
lydifcuffed, and I much doubt, whether, by being delayed • 
fo long; we fhall not want other information, and more re<» 
cent materials than any of which we are. now po^elTed. 

The ftate of the funds, my Lords, call for the moftferi-. 
ous'confideracion : at this inftant, they are more deprelfed 
than almoft at any period during the lat^ diftrefs and exertions 
•f the nation, nay, «vea in the moment of threatened in^. 

vafion; 
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Vafion ; and, indeed, it was likely to be fo, when along witb 
the other caufe€, there Was fo inl^enfe a Aim as three or four 
and twenty millions df unfunded debt^ part of Which bore 
an intcrcft of eight per cent. Was it not lingular, that his 
Majcfty's MiniSers Ihould ndt have thought fit to recom- 
mend from the Throne, the inlmcdiate and carneft confide- , 
ration of the funds, and to take notice df their late«xtraor- 
dinarj fall^^a fall which could riot be the effeft of chance^ 
but of a fixed and alarming caufe ? It would not have bccii 
improper to have ftated what they meart to do in this bufi- 
nefs, that the minds of the ftocklidlders nlight be quieted. 

I now comcj my Lords, to mention a matter of the moft 
delicate kind ; and^ when I prefumc td totich it at all, I dJ 
it with pain to myfelf and anxiety* But yout LordfhipJ 
inay conceive that I feel myfelf particiilsirly interc^ed iii 
tvhateVer belongs to Ireland. Sutely Minifters, on this de- 
licate ground, mould have given us fome general confolatory 
tx^refilionj merely to quiet the fufplcions that muft be excited 
by their total filcnce— if they had done no more than juft 
i^hoed the Addreflcs df the Houfe of Lords and Commons^ 
and framed any general words Whifch ttiight haVe fliewn their 
difpofitign to harmony and union; 

I faid^ my Lords, that I did not mean to give any oppo- 
fition to the motion foir the Addrcfs, nor to fuggeft anr 
amcndrtient; I have delivered to you my reafon fordil* 
trufting the King's Minifters— 1 fhall certainly watch theit 
tonduCT, and in doing fo^ without being inftigated by fafti* 
du8 motives, I Ihall, in my place^ ftate whatever Appears tb 
inc to be cenfurable or injurious. 

The qucftidn was then put and igi-eed td rtemine difpnttente. 

It was then referred to a Committee td prepare the Addrefs, 
Which being reported by the Earl of Scarborough it Was 
adopted, and the Lords with white ftaffs were ordered to Wiit 
On his Majefty to know when he Would bif attended by the 
Houfe with the fame. 

The Earl of Pcwys then rofe to move in Addrcft 4>f ^ifngra- E4tl l*o«ii 
tulation to her Majefty, dn *the birth of a Princefsj^and on 
her Majefty*s fafe recovery. It was fecoHded by Lord De- 
laware, artd agreed td unanimoufly* 

Adjourned. 

November 12; 

As foon as the private buCnefs was finifhed, the Eiri 

of Mansfield, attended by Lord Scarborough, Lord Hamp* 

Vol. XIV. ^ ^ G ^ den. 
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den, feveral other Lords and bifhops, wcat in proceffion 
from the Houfe of Peers to St. James's^ As foon as his 
Majefty was fcatcd in the chair of ftate, their Lordfhips 
were fummoned to attend, when Lord Mansfield, as Speaker, 
read the Addfefs, which was as follows : 

** Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

*' We, your Majefty's raoft dutiful and loyal fubiefts, 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament affembled, 
beg leave to return your Majefty our moft humble thanks for 
your moft gracious fpeech froni the throne. 

'^^ With the moft rcfpeftful afFeftion to your Royal Perfon 
and family, we beg leave to offer our fincere congratulations 
on the birth of another Princefs, and the happy recovery of 
the Queen. Truly fenfible of the bleflings we enjoy under 
your Majefty *s moft aufpicious government, we rejoice at 
every event that can add to your Majefty 's domeftic hap« 
pinefs. 

" We congratulate youf Majefty on the fuccefs of your 
endeavours to reftorc the public tranquillity. We return 
ypur Majefty our moft humble thanks for having ordered the 
befinitive Treaties with the courts of F^rance and Spain, and 
with the United States of America, and the Preliminary 
Articles ratified with the States General of the United Pro- 
vinces, to be laid before us; iind we aflurc yoi^r Majefty, that 
we learn with the greateft fatisfa£tion, that all thofe powers 
agree with your Majefty in your fincere inclinations to keep 
the calamities of w^ir at a ereat diftance. 

<* We humbly and thankfully acknowledge your Ma- 
^?fty's royal regard to the general welfare of all your Ma- 
jefty^s dominions, in having called your Parliament toge- 
ther at this early feafon ; and we beg leave to aflure your 
Majefty that the moft diligent attention fhall be given by us 
to thofe objefts, which wait our deliberation. The fituacion 
of the Ealt-India Company will require our immediate conr 
fider^ion ; and we beg your Majefty to be aiTured, that we 
will ufe our utmoft endeavours, to maintain and improve 
the valuable advantages derived from our Indian poffeifions, 
and tofecure the happinefs of the native inhabitants of 
thofe provinc^. 

" Animated by your Majefty's example, and by the lov^ 
of our country, we fliall take the earli'eft advantage of the 
feafon qf peace to diredt our counfeh to every thing that 
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can rfccruit the flrength of the nation after folong and fo 
expcnfivc a war; and while we cxprefs the grateful fen fe 
Mw entertain of yout Majefty's paternal care in recom- 
mending the fecurity and increaie of the revenue in the 
manner the lead burthenfome to your people; we (hall be 
happy to co-operate in whatever may be found expedient 
for thofe falutary purpofes, or may tend to counteraft tbofe 
frauds, and to reprefs that fpirit of outrage which has been 
fo alarmingly prevalent. 

.** We humbly intreat your Majefty to be perfuaded that 
our utmoft afliduity fhall be employed in providing what 
is called for by the prefent fituation of this country, and 
that in our labours for that purpofe, we fliall not only ufe 
the utmoft caution in regard to whatever the experience of 
paft times ha< fllewn to he beneficial, but (hall endeavour, 
tathe extent of our ab^ilities, to make all luch benefits 
permanent. 

" It be will our duly to preferve that temper and modera- 
tion in our deliberations which your Majefty has been pleafed 
to recommend, and which the importance of their objefts will 
demand; and we fhall be anxious not to neglefl any oppor- 
tunity of meriting the good opinion your Majefty ha» 
graciouily expreffed of our unanimous define to fccure 
and promote the honour of your Majefty's crown, the 
fafety of your dominions, and the profperity of your 
people." ^ - 

After which his Majefty was pleafed to fay, 

,** My Lords, 

** I thank you for this dutiful and loyal Addrefs. I re- 
ceive with pleafure your congratulations on the birih of a 
Princefs, and the recovery of the Queen, as renewed 
proofs of your afFcftion to my perfon and family. Thfi 
aflfurances you give me of ypur attention to the objefts re- 
commended for the welfare of my fqbjefts, are highly ac- 
ceptable ; and I regard the unanimity with which they are 
offered, as ar) earneft of the fuccefs which,. I truft, will at- 
tend your. endeavours to eftablilh the honour of my crown, 
and the proiperity of my people." . ; • 

C ^ Npyember 
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November 14. 

The Earl of Pow?^, reported to the Houfe, that her Ma- 
jeftyihad been waited upon with the Congratulatory Meffage 
of that Houfe, to which her Majefty had beei^ pleafed tq 
return the following moft gracious anfwer \ 

" My Lords, 

** I return my iincereft thar^ks to the Houfe of Peers. — ; 
Their duty to the King, and attention \o jxi^^ calls forth 
piy warmeft acknovyledgemcnts." 

Adjourned. 

December 2, 

f-ord Per. Lord ferrets rofe up yeftcrday in the Houfe of Peers, 

f'*^"- and wifHed to be informed, whether the cpndderation of the 

Definitive Treaties were to come on in that HoMfc before 
the recefs at Chriftmas } 

The Earl of Thi« broughj: up the ^zx\oi Abingdon \ who faid, 

Abingdon. ^ c^ My Lords, 

, * ^^ Having before expreffed niy entire fatisfa^ioq with the 
terms of the peace, and already given to ^he Houfe my idea^* 
upon th^t: fubjeft, it were unneceflary for me again to troun 
ble your Loydfhips upon the fame ocxiafion, and the more 
cfpccially fo, as I have been made to find, that that which^ - 
in/preliminary articles, was matter of condemnation and 
ccnfure to fome qf your Lordfhips, now meets, in definitive 
treatie5> by , the veil q/ a profligate and abandoned faftion 
b^ing thrown afide, the unanimous fuffrage and confent of 
all, Nor, my Lords, (hould I have rifen on this day, had it 
not been for a fpeech which, not being prefent at the -time 
it was fpoken, { hjlve feen and read in the public papers; i^ 
fpeech, tpy l<ords, which whilft it would approve the peace, 
wcjild attempt to villify and calumniate the author of it; but 
which, iq mv opinioUjj prpving, by its owq invc^kive, and 
the mode of reafoning adopted therein, the bell of eulogies, 
and the h^ghefl: panegyric upon both the author and the 
peace ; it is to convince yoqr Lordftiips of this, that I nfe 
to trefpafs for a few wor^s oq the timf and patience of the 
{loufe. 

^* It is f^id, my Lords, iq the^ fpeech 1 dllude to, that the 
prelimipary articles of peace were difgraceful, pufillani- 
4110U5, and difhonourable ; and yet, my Lords, thcfe very 
preliqiinary «M:tic}es o^ pea9e^ difgraceful, pufillanimous, and 

diflionouf-. 
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di(honourable^ as they are reprefeqted to be, are neverthelefs 
made only becaufe ^ through the fpirit and good conduft of 
the prefect Miniftry, they arc not quite fo difgraceful in the 
ratification as they are in preltminaiy articles/ no lefs the 
fabje£b of adulation to Minifiers than they are, becaufe 
^ peace, long wifhed for peace, is at laft efUblifticd,' of de-r 
clamatory joy and congratulation to the public. 

** But, my Lords, this being fai4 of the confiftency of 
this exordium^ in overture of N^inifters, let us a little fee 
hevtr the aflTertion, that ' the preliminary articles of peace 
were disgraceful, pufillanimous, and difhonourable,* ftand 
in point of reafoning, argument, and of fa£^f 

^* It is faid, in a kind of logical proccfs, though unac- 
companied by any other fynrpton^ of logic, that ♦ the pre- 
liminary articles were dilgraceful,^ and that they were di(^ 
gracefbl, * becaufe they took away from the dignity of this 
kingdom.' 1 hat they were difhonourable, < becaufe beti- 
ter terms might have been obtained,* That they were pu- 
iillanimous, ' becaufe we n^ade copcellions, when we fhould 
havejhad humiliations.' Aifertions, my Lords, without proofs, 
reafoning without reafons, and arguments without a fingle 
faft to fupport them ? for what is this but to fay, * that the 
preliminary articles were difgraceful,* becaufe they were diC- 
graceful ; that * they were difhononrable,' becaufe they 
were difhonourable ; and tB^rt ^ they were puiillanimou?/ be- 
caufe they were pufillanimous; and yet, my Lords, fuch is 
the fupport of Mmiftry, and fuch the way that calumny 
would afperfc, and flandcr ufe its tongue. 

** But noW| my Lords, to admit the truth of all, to admit 
that thcfe articles were as they are ftated to be, and that their 
ratification were an aft not of choice but of neceffity in the 
prefcnt Minifters ; why not fay fo then? And why make 
that which is difgraceful, that which is diftionourable, and 
that which is pufillanimous, the fubjeft matter not only of 
unanimous parliair.pniary approbation, as it has been made, 
but of merit, boaflcd merit to Minifters, as well as of gene- 
ral acclamation and joy to the nation ? For peace, long 
wiflied fpr peace, fays the fpeech, is at laft eft^bliftied ! Can 
there be then, my Lords, as I have faid, a higher proof of 
panegyric and eulogy more llrongl^ expreffed than this af- 
fords^ And what is this, but as jn the fable, to fteal the liori*s 
(kin, in order that the afs might Wear it ? 

^ But it is faid, my Lords, < that this country flood in- 
debted to the jwefcnt Ad;niniftratioQ for amending the ratifi- , 

cd 
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«d articles/ thofe Ihameful and difgraceful terms that were 
in the preliminaries^ What Ihameful and difgraceful terms, 
nly Lords ? Does the fpccch know, and could it explain it- - 
felf even at this hour ? Or i$ this one of thofe hardy and bold 
aflertions, which much credulity and little knowledge are apt fo 
readily to conceive and utter ? But, my Lords, here again too 
1 will admit the faft; I will admit that they were fhameful 
aild difgraceful terms in the preliminaries ; and admitting 
this, let me alk your Lordfhips, is it not fair, is it not libe- 
ral, is not honeft to fuppofe, that if the late Adminift^a- 
tion had had the conclufion of the peace in their hands, 
that they might not have reftified, by the definitive treaties, 
thefc errors in the preliminaries, as well as the prefent Admi- 
niftration have done 9 Nay, my Lords, it is not to be fup- 
pofed that the late Adminiftration, knowing better furely than 
any other could do, both the feeble and the forte of their 
own ncgociations, that the other defefts too might not have 
been remedied, which have cfcaped the all-penetrating eye 
even of the prefent Adminiftration ? And if fo, my Lords, 
where is the merit of the prefent Miniftry, and in what 
docs the country ftand indebted to them ? On the contrary, 
is it not {hameful and difgraceful in them to take merit to 
themfelves upon fuch an occafion; and, inftead of praifes, do 
they not rather defcrve the curfes of the nation, if it were 
but for this very aft alone, inafmuch as amended as the peace 
is by the prefent Adminiftration, it might not only have 
been equi?lly amended by the late Miniftry, but from their 
more intimate knowledge of the fubjeft, might have been 
infinitely better than it now is ? And therefore, my Lords, 
I dain my turn aflerr, and.dogmatically affcrt too, that the 
taking of the peace out of ttie late Adminiftration.undcr the 
circumftanccs in which it was done, was an aftof treafon to 
the State, of a kind as nefarious and flagitious as any that 
ever had trial at yout Lordfliips' bar. 

** And now, my Lords, I had done, if it were not for 
one thing more, and that is the beautiful little image that 
has been made the ornament of this fpeech, fo beautiful, that 
r cannot help taking notice of the bantling, and for a while 
dandling it in iny arms; for, my Lords, it is faid, < the 
peace appeared in the (hape of a, rickety bantling, dropped 
at the door pf th« prefent Minifters by its too hafty parents, 
and there begging her fupport and prdte£tion. 1 hey took 
it yp^ examined its defd(^s, and as they found a kind of na- 
-iional promifc made in hs favour, they nurfed i(» and by the 

dint 
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dint of poiltical art, kept it alive, until they could obtalita 
ratification for its exiftence, on the bed terms that could be 
obtained for the tenefit of its country.' 

** Snch is the image, my Lords ; and however rhetorical 
the allegory, however beautiful the figure, what is the faft 
and the truth ? Was this bantling dropt at the door of Mi- 
ni fters, and did it there beg its fupport and proteSioh of 
them ? No, my Lords ; and is not the very reverfe of this 
the faft and the truth. Were not Minifters rather dropt at 
the(Joorof this bantling, and, under that ftielter, made to 
feek their own fupport and proteftion ? Or, rather, my 
Lordsj may it not be faid with greater truth than in either 
cafe, that the taking of this bantling into the hands of the 
prefent Minifters, was a political ravifhment of a ward out 
of the hands of its proper guardians ; accomplifhed on the 
one hand by fraud, and on the other by force ? By fraud, in 
making Vifcounts of this Houfe to believe that they were to 
be raifed to Earldoms ; and members of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, that they were to be created Peers of the realm. 
Thanks to the firmnefs arid wifdom of his Majefty, both 
have been equally difappointed ! By force, my fiords, in 
havihg, under the cloak of this bantling, fcized upon the 
Cabinet of the King, and taking, as we all know, with a vio- 
lence unheard of before, forcible poffeiRon of the government 
of this country. Thefe are the features of the ' ricketty 
bantling,' as it has been called, and this the faft and trdth. 

" But now let us fee, my Lords, what the features are of 
the nurfe, the fofterdam, the ftepmother, or the niother-in-t. 
law, call it which you pleafe, of this ricketty bantling, and 
who is faid, (contrary to all experience) to have taken more 
care of it than its own natural parents could have done, 
and this, my Lords, I, in my turn, will reprerent to your 
Lordfhips ; not in allegory, however, my Lords, nor in 
metaphor, nor figure, nor as a child of fancy, or creature 
of the imaginati<5n, but in real true picture, drawn from the 
life, and of living exiftence; and here it is, my Lords, 
(holding up the figure of Lord North and Mr, Fox in the 
print of the coalition diflefted) ecce homunculus ! My Lords! 
l^era copia examinata! The nurfe of that bantling, which has 
been defcribed to your Lordfhips; and to which nurfe, I 
niuft entreat your Lordfhips' attention; npt in laughter. Any 
Lotds, for it is no joke, but in fober ferious earneftnefs ; and 
to this end muft humbly move the noble Lord upon the wool- 
fackj^ that I may have' leave to lay ihis figure upon the table, 

for 
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for your Lordfhips* examination ; frorh which I vow to God^ 
my' Lords^ I think, more real benefit miight be drawn to 
the country, than from all the papers (inlpottatlt as they are) 
that will be \A\d upon yoilr Lordfhips^ table daring the whole 
feffion of Parliament. For what, my Lordsj muft be xh6 
tefult of fuch ah examination ? I will tell your Lordftiips. 
lifou will fee the Governinent of this couhtry iit the hands 
of this bifroHted ^onfieri And in the name of poffibilityj 
what papers can turn to tife that are to havt the direftion of 
fuch an unnatural Lufui Naturae as this is ? fiut I have .now 
done, my Lorde, with a fingle remark only. However dif- 
graccful, however difhonourabte, however pufillanimous the 
peace is, I rejoice to give it to ihy noble friend who mAdc it ; 
it is his, and let him have the honour of it. A peace nego- 
ciated without connef^ion, and obtained without corruption ; 
though he faw at the time the fpifit of a itiaMgdant faction 
flaring him in the face. But the purity of his intentions, 
the firmnefs of his mind, and the wifdom of his cbndu£l^ 
have rifen fuperior and triumphant over all oppofition. It 
has met with what no bther peace ever did before in the an- 
nals of our hiftory. It has had the unanimous fufFrage of 
Parliament, and the approbation of his King and country^ 
In apoftrophe, therefore, to my noble friend, let me fay to 
'. hiqf), in the words of Horace— ^^^^ et fume fuperbiam que^ 
i Jitam merituJ^ 

[ ^he Earl of ^ he Earl of Sandwich illoVed to adjourn, atid inlifted that 

Sandwich, the motion of adjournment, being made by him, it ought toi 

[ be immediately put, on which the Earl of Mansfield, being 

l^ of ihe fame opinion, and rifrng to (late it to the Houfe, 

I TheDukcof The Duke of Richmond ftood up, and infifted that thcf 

Kichmond. motion of adjournment wss premature, and contrary to the 

confuctuJe of the Houfe in fimilar inftances. The noble 

iLarl who had propofed laying the print on the table for the 

contemplation of their Lordfhips, had forely a right to infiift 

on his propofal ; fuch a meafure was authorifed by the prac^ 

ticfc of their Lordfhips. 

. torditihs- Lord Afunsfield &'ill perfifted in his former opinion ; while 

field/ the Duke of Richmond perfevered in maintaining his origii 

nal fentimcnts. 
LordThur- Lord Thurlow hoped the Houfe would not be averfe from 
low. indulging the rioble Earl with laying before thetii whatever 

})aper he might imagine would contribute either to their 
amufismcnt or edification. 

Th^ 
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The Earl of Mamfiild then pat the qucftion of adjourn* Thelariof 
tnent, which was carried. MiniitW. 

December 9. ' 

The bill for better regulating the Eaft-India Company'i 
affairs was brought up, from the other Houfe by Mr. Fox, 
attended by an imraenfe body of n^embcrs, and being read^ 
his Grace of Portland moved, that it be read a fecond time 
on Monday «ext. 

Lord Thurlaw was furprifed the noble Duke did not pro* l^r<J TJmfc. 
cccid in the ordinary courfe, which was firft to move for its ^^' 
being printed, and then to appoint a day for its being read a 
fe^nd time^ efpecially as a bill of f^ch importance <>ught to 
be' minntsely ifivefligated, and taken into the moft ferious 
coolidcratiion by every noble Peer of that Houfe. 

The Earl of Carlijk defended the proceeding by quoting The Earl of 
feveral precedents, but which by no means (atisfied Lord CatUflc. 
Thnrlow as to the one in queftion ; when 

The Duke of Portland affured him, that he by no means TheDukcof 
intended to keep their Lordlhips in ignorance with refpeft to Po*t*»*i«*» 
the cemtents of the bill, as he had defigned, as foon as the day 
was fisted for the fecond reading, to move for its being printed^ 
both which motions paiTed without any farther altercation. 

Earl Temple got up, happy, he faid, to feize the firft op- Earl Tcm- 
jportunity of entering his folemn proteft againft fo infamous pic. 
a bill ; he conceived nimfelf perfeftly parliamentary in giving 
it every epithet it merited, previous to its paffing that Houfe; 
it was a ftretch of power that was truly alarming ; it went 
hear to feize upon the moft ineftimable part of our conftitu« 
tion ; our chartered rights ; but notwithftanding it had beea 
cai^ied with a high hand in another place, he trufted their 
^Lordlhips would never give it their fanft ion, without being 
thorou|hly convinced, that the plea which had been ufed, 
and which indeed was the only plea that could poffibly juf- 
tlfy fuch a meafure, aftual neceiRty, was a juft one ; and 
that they might be convinced it was not fallacious, they 
ought; to be put in poffcffion and examine with attention^ 
every kind of evidence that was to be procured, and not be 
fatisficd with that partial feleftion of papers^ which werp 
upon their table. He wifhed to know whether ^inifters, 
Thbuld a motion be made for other papers, would objeft, and 
take tlie fenfe of the Houfe upon it; he was perfeftly aware 
thii was not critically in order, yet as the noble Duke had 

Vol. XIV. b loa^ 
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long been extolled for candour in his proceedings, and as be 
wifhed the whole iriveftigation of the bill might be entered 
upon as candidly as pofliblc, he hoped he would give him i 
reply to his qvieftion. 
TheDukeof The Duke of Portland informed their Lordfhips, that he 
Porilai.d. thought the papers then upon their table were fufficient for 
them to determine on the bill ; but (hould any others occur 
to him as necefl'ary, he would certainly iHtroducc them for 
their infpeftioo. 
Lord Thur- Lord Thurlow obferved, that there was a very great degree 
iow. of in,decency in the mode of proceeding ; that the fubjedb was, 

perhaps, the moft important that had ever been agitated in 
Parliament, in whatever light it was taken. In the firft in* 
ilance, it was a moft atrocious violation of private property ; 
an enquiry which cut every Englifhman to the bone, and 
which could only be juftified by the ftrongeft neceffity. The 
neceffity, added his JLordfliip, muft be fully and fairly proved 
by evidence brought to the bar of the Houfe, and not by re- 
ports from a committee, to which he would pay as much at- 
tention, as he would to the adventures of Robinfon Crufoe. 
In the next place, fuppofmg the neceffity of an interference 
to be proved beyond the power of cavil, ftill, his Lordfhip 
contended, that the prefent bill neither went to the corredtion 
of any exifting evil, to the prevention of evil in future, nor 
to the relief of the Company's wants. It was, in fadi, a 
moft direft and daring attack upon the conftitution of this 
country, and was a fubvcrfion of the firft principles of the 
Britifli government. When, therefore, fuch a bill was 
brought forward, it behoved their Lordflxips to be very accu* 
rately informed of the real ftate of the Company's affairs* 
tord LorJl Lougbhorough replied to Lord Thurlow. Hi$ Lord- 

Logghbo- fhip ftated, that the charter of the Eaft-India Company had 
^"^ * been violated upon former occafions. He particularly in- 
fianced the Regulating Afl: of 1773, which he difapproved, 
becaufe it did not go far enough. In faft, it was impoflible 
to regulate the Company's affairs without an infringement of 
their charter. Surely their Lordfhips muft all agree in the 
propriety of-fomething being done. Look to the ftate of the 
Company in England ; it owes above a million fterling tp 
Government ; bills have been drawn from India to a great 
amount. Let us caft our eyes ta the Company's fettleinenU 
abroad. What fcenes of defolation and diftrefs do we be- 
hold ! — A prince has been driven from his palace, his trca- 
fures have been fei^^edi i\\A he is now a fugitive through thp 
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plains of Indoftan. Fertile provinces have been laid wafte ; 
Wars have been unneceflarily waged ; and though we have 
concluded a peace with the Mahrattas, yet this, in faft, leads 
us to a new war. The treaty between the Enghfh and Mah- 
rattas, having for its ohje6ts the conqueft and partition of ^ 
Tippoo Saib's dominions, may involve us in endlefs difputes. 
In fhort, continued his Lord/hip, wherever I turn my at- 
tention, I find very fufEcient reafons for giving my fupport 
to the prefent bill, from the confuted and diftrefled flate of 
the Eaft-India Company's affairs. 

Lord Thurloiv ohkrvedy that the noble and learned Lord LordThur- 
had not yet given any fohition to hi^ difficulties. 1 aCk the ^^^^ 
noble and learned Lord, if he can reconcile the principle of the 
prefent bill to the principles of the Eriti/h conftitution, ad- 
admitting even what we have as yet not the fmallefl: caufe to 
admit, that the neceflityof an immediate interference by Par- 
liament is apparent. The noble and learned Lord fills fo 
high an office in two of his Majefty's courts, that I fhould 
naturally expe<£k to lee him the champion of our glorioUs 
conftitution. It is not fitting that fo great a chara<Sler fhould 
muddle in the dirty pool of politics. The prefent bill means 
evidently to create a power which is unknown to the confti- 
tution, an impcrium in imperio ; but as I abhor tyranny in 
all its fhapes, I ihall pppofe moft ftrenuoufly this ftrange at- 
tempt to deftroy the true balance of oqr conftitution. The 
prefent bill does not tend to increafe the influence of the 
Crown ; but it tends to (bt up a power in the kingdom, which 
may be ufed in oppofition to the CroWn, and to the deftruc- 
tion of the liberties of the people. I wifh to fee the Crown 
great and refpedable ; but if the prefent bill lliould pafs, it ' 

-will be no longer worthy of a man of honour to wear. The 
King will, in faft, take the diadem from his own head, and 
place it on the head of Mr. Fox. Your Lordfhips have heard 
much' of the ninth report of the Seleft Committee. That 
extraordinary performance has been in every body's hands. 
The ingenious author ftates, that <* The Eaft-India Com- 
painy is in pofleffion of a vaft empire; with fuch a boundlefs 
patronage, civil, ipilitary, marine, commercial, and finan- 
cial, in every department of which fuch fortunes have been 
made as could be made no where elfe." This, my Lords, is 
the true defcription of that valft and boundlefs patronage 
which this bill means to throw into the hands of the Minifter 
of the prefent day. I fpeak the language of the late Marquig 
of Rockinghim, for whom I had the higheft refpedl and re- 
garily and to whom I havc/been much obliged, when I fay, 
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that every Minifter of this country will naturally ftrpngthea. 
his party by increafing his friends, and difpofing of ev^ry 
office of nonour or of emolument amongft thofe who will f^p-?. 
port his meafures : with this explanation of the fyftem oa 
which the prefent Miniflers aft, and, indeed, . iix which aU 
minifters muft aft, let me conjure your Lordftiips to weigh 
well the confequences which will refult to the conftitutioa 
of this country, fhould the prefent bill pafs into a law. By 
the fund^n^ental principles of this conftitution, the executive- 
power of the ftate is placed Iri the hands of the Crown. We 
have beard much, my Lords, of late years, of the alarming 
increafe of the influence of the Crown ; I will candidly con- 
fefs to your Lordfhips, that 1 have never feen the influencq 
of the Crown too great. I wifli to fee the Crown great and 
refpeftable ; and if the boundlefs patronage of the Eaft muft 
be taken from the Company ; if regulations wifely adopted, 
and fteadily enforced, will not be fufficient to remedy exiftiqg 
evili, let the boundlefs patronage of the Eaft be placed, where 
only with fafety to the conftitution of this country it can be 
placed, in the hands of the executive government. In the 
laft year, we pafled an aft to prevent contraftors from fit- 
ting in Parliament ; but by the prefent bill, Mr. Fox's conn 
traftors do not even vacate their feat?. — Such is the diftincr 
tion between the Crown and a fubjeft. 

In the laft year we pafled an aft to prevent cuftom^houfo 
officers from voting for members of Parliament, fo cautious 
were we to preferve the purity of the Houfe of Commons, 
and to diminifti the influence of the Crown : but in defiance 
of every principle which was then prokSed, no jealoufy i$ 
cxpreflled of the man who is to have in his pofleffion the 
boundlefs patronage of the Eaft. The doftrine advanced by 
the noble and learned Lord is indeed extraordinary. He tells 
you, that the aft of 1773 ^^^ ^^ infringement 01 the charter 
pf the Eaft-India Company, but that his objeftion was, that 
it did not go far enough, and therefore he would totally de-» 
ftroy the charter. — The noble and learned Lord will recoU 
left the doftrine of the King's Attorney General, Sir Ro- 
bert Sawyer, in the unconftitutional and infamous reign of 
Charles the Second, as detailed to us in that minifterial Ga- 
.zette, that receptacle of all true intelligence, Mr. WoodfeJl's 
paper. Yet, my Lords, how was the doftrine of Sir Robert 
Sawyer reprobated by the Chief Juftice of that day ? The 
pharter of the city of London was taken away, not becaufci* 
according to Sir Robert Sawyer's opinion, it was for their 
p;o9d, I^Lit be^^ufe die 90urt was ii^duced^ to declare it had 
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been forfeited. At the Revolution, however, it Wj^s reftored^ 
and the ftrongefl m^rks of abhorrence were expreffed at h 
atrocious a deed, perpetrated under the fenabl^nqe of juftice^ 
But before the Houfe can confider this very imppitant bill on 
that ground, to which every Englilhmap muft naturally ob-i 
jedl to it, that it is direftly fubyerfive of our venerable coa- 
ftitution, and on that ground I challenge the noblfi and learn** 
ed Lord to meet my argument fully and fairly, it will be ne-i 
cefliry to confider the real ftate of the Eaft-India Company. 
Let us not be n^ifled by reports from committees of another 
Houfe, to which, I again repeat, I pay as much attention 
as I would do to the hiftory of Robinfon Crufoe. Let the 
condutjt of the Eaft-Indi<i Company be fairly and fully en-t '. 
quir^ into i let it be acquitted or condemned by evidence 
brought tp the bar of the Houfe. Without entering very 
deep into the fubjeft, let me r^ply, in a few words, to an 
pbfervation which fell from ? noble and learned Lord, that 
the Company's finances are diftrefled, and that they owe, at 
this moment, a million flerling to the nation. When fuch 
Z charge is brought, will Parliament, in its jufticc, forget 
that the Company is reft ridied from employing that credit, 
which its great and flouriftiing fituation gives to it ? Will 
Parliament, in its juftice, forget that all the bill-holders of the 
Company ar« willing to extend the period of payment? Will 
Parliament, in its juftice, forget, that fo high is the credit of 
this Company, that if the reftri£kions were taken off to^ 
morrow morning, every demand due to the ftate would be 
difcharged ? Will Parliament, in its juftice, forget, that not 
all the wifdom of, hif Majefty's couilcils, nor the united wif- 
dom of this country, has prevented us from being involved 
in a long, a dang^roos, and an expenfive war ? Will Parlia- 
ment, in its jaftice, forget, that though we have met with 
lofs, iriisfiortufie, and difgrace, in every other quarter of the 
globe^ this delinquent Eaft-lndia Company has furmounted 
the moft aftonifliing difficulties in India? Will the juftice of 
Parliament forget, that when peace was at laft reftpred tq 
this unfortunate country, the conquefts of this delinquent 
Company were given up, to prevent farther facrifice$ iu the 
Weft? Will Parliament, in its juftice, forget that this de- 
linquent Company, by thp additional expence of freight, or 
captures at fea, has fuftained a loft of two millions feven hun- 
dred thoutfand pounds, in confequence of our national war I 
Will Parliament, in its juftice, forget, that when this coun- 
try has encr^ft^d it< debt above one hundred milli^ons ft^ling^ 
this delinq^emCocQtpair^ w^nts but 4 Uttktia^e 10 pay all it 
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Owfes to the Exchequer, or privilege to ufe its flowing credit ? 
Will PaVliament, in its juftice, forget, that at a former pe* 
riod, when its commerce was circumfcribed, when it had not^ 
an empire to fupport, this delinquent Company was- allowed 
toiflbe bonds to the artiount of three millions fterling, though 
now limited, at the clofeof an extenfive and calamitous war,, 
to the fum of fifteen hundred thoufand pounds ? Thefe are 
circumfliances which muil be rec61led:ed, when we mean to 
violate private property — an injury which mull cut every 
Englifliman to the bone, and which nothing But the ftrongeft 
neceffity, fully and fairly proved, can ever juftify. 
' The noble and learned Lord has mentioned the depopula- 
tion of fertile provinces in India, the expulfion of a king 
from his palace, and the cruelties exercifed upon an old wo- 
iDan. Thefe, my Lords, are founding words, but 1 call 
tipon the noble and learned Lord to prove the fafts. It is 
fomething fingular, that when the charafter of Mr. Haftings 
is thus held up to public deteftation, his name (hould be 
cautioufly fupprefled. Whence, my Lorcis, this remarkable 
degree of delicacy towards Mr. Haftings? If he is a defolator 
of provinces i if he is a plunderer, and an enemy to the 
Jvuman r^ce, let him be puniihed for his crimes, but let tlie 
fa6ls be proved. The little, low, dirty attempts of malice 
and faftion, which have long been employed to deftroy the 
charafter of that great man (as I think him) can have na 
weight with your Lordftiips. How induftrioufly, my Lords^ 
has every tranfa£tion of Mr. Haftings's long government, 
that could teud to. criminate him, been, circulated? The re^ 
ports of a Committee have been fold as pamphlets. The in- 
genuity of fome men, the induftry and the warm imagina* 
tion of others, have been long employed to fully the well- 
earned reputation of Mr. Haftings. " To my mind, my Lords, 
Mr. Haftings is one of the moft extraordinary characters thit 
this country has ever produced. He has ferved the Eaft- 
India Company thirty-three years in the moft important 
fituations, twelve years as Governor, or Governor-General 
of Bengal. He is a man, my Lords, whofe integrity, whofd 
honour, whofe firmnefs of mind, and whofe perfeverance, 
are not only very generally acknowledged in this kingdom, 
and in Afia, but throughout the continent of Europe. He- 
is a man, my Lords, who poflefles a moft extenfive know- 
ledge of the languages, the politics, the cuftoms, and the re^ 
venues of Indoftan. He is a man, my Lords, who ihfufed 
the fpirit which animated his own niind, and rofe fuperior to 
the aftooifhing difficulties he. had to encounter^, into the 
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breads of our brave and intrepid countrymen, who have Co 

nobly diftinguiftied themlelyes in Afia. Mr. Haftings is a 

man, my Lords, who has re-eftahlifhed peace in India, who 

furniflied refources for the war while it lafted, by an increafe 

of revenue in Bengal, and has preferved the provinces under 

his more immediate control in peace and tranquillity. Mr* 

Haftings is a man, my Lords, who has held a bold and con- 

fifterit language throughout. When the Government of this 

country fent thr^e men to thwart and to oppofe all his mea- 

fures, ne defired either to be recalled or confirmed., Would 

to God thofe men had never arrived there. When I confider 

the fcene of- confufion that cnfueJ, the fa£tious, perfonal, 

and party fpirit, by which they were aftuated from the very 

hour of their landing, I am aftonilhed that Mr. Haftings has 

been able to furmount fo arduous a trial. What have beea 

the means, my Lords, to which Mr. Haftings has had re« 

cdurfe to preferve his power? Has he employed the low and 

dirty arts of intrigue, which have heretofore been pradlifed? 

No, my Lords, he has b^en fupported by the voice of the 
public; by great and meritorious adlions ! This being my 
opinion of Mr. Haftings, I fhall fupport him until evidence 
of his delinquency (hall be produced. Whence, my Lords, 
this extreme defire to avoid a full and pure difcuflion of this 
queftion ? I again repeat it ; if Mr. Haftings is guilty, recall 
hirti, punifti him ; but do not, my Lords, let us be deluded 
by tales fabricated for the purpofe of the hour, and circulated 
with a degree of induftry which difgraces the honour and 
dignity of the Britifli nation. I cannot help adding, my 
Lords, that to my mind the late difpatches -from India con- 
tain fuch convincing proofs of the vigour of our Govern- 
ment in Bengal, of the. regulations formed for the colledtion 
6f the revenues, and the adminiftration of juftice throughout 
the provinces, added to the oeconomioal arrangements formed 
in the civil and military departments, that I do believe it will 
not be in the power of any clerk in office, that Mr. Fox's 
Diredlors may. fend out, to throw Bengal into confufion 
again in lefs than two or three years. 

Lord Vifcount Townjhend thought the noble Duke had LdVlfcount 
given a fufficient anfwer to the queftion of Loj-d Temple, Towoiheod 
when he ftated the papers then on their table were fully 
adequate for them to determine on the neceffity and merits 
of the bill, and that he had np objeftion to others being pro- 
duced. He was convinced that parliamentary interference 
was highly neceifary to rcfcue the India Company from pien- 
ding ruin; it required a ^old and rapid meafure: fuch had 
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been adopted; he IHced a bold and aftive Miniftef, and 
wiftcd we had been in poffcflion of one during the late war^ 
things might have then terminated more to our advantage* 
With refpeft to the' violation of the charter of this Com- 
pany, that charter wzs to aliow them a monopoly of the 
^ trade, which was not to be taken from them, nor any other 
part of their charter, farther than to prevent them in ifuturc 
from Committing fuch horrid ravages and maffacres. If he 
thought this bill had been produced, more for the advan- 
. tage of Adminiftration, than benefit of the Company, he 
would oppofe it to the utmoft, but as he was convinced 
to the contrary, it ihould certainly meet with his fupport« 
He declared he had watched and attended the debates opoa 
it in the other Houfe of Parliament, and he had obferved 
the utmoft readinefs in the Minifter to temper the meafure as 
mucK as he poffibly could do without weakening its vigour. 
He declared, when the bill can>e out of the Committee, it 
was much modified and altered, fo that every claufe thought 
too harih or too violent was foftened, and fuch alterattons 
were made in the whole bill, as iniplied a defirc'to render it 
as little objeftionable as poflible. His Lordfhip adverted to 
the melancholy fituation of our affairs in India, and faid, 
he hoped no attempts at trick or management, no means of 
procrafti nation wodd be re for ted to, (for fuch he had ia 
the courfe of his life fcen pra£tifed) in order to prevent 
their Lordfhips from coming to ibme fpeedy conclufion oa 
the fubjeft. 
Earl Tcm- ^^^^ Temple found it ncceflary again to trouWe the Hooici 
pie. becaufe either he or the noble Vifcount had totally miftakea 

the noble Duke ; he would rather fuppofe he had been guilty 
of the miftake, as it was more natural to conclude, his Graoe 
would readily give every information than wi(h to withhcM 
the moft trivial ; he perfectly agreed with the noble Lor^^ 
tjiat the prefent was a bold and rapid meafure ; and vipoa 
being convinced that it was, he had been induced to make 
his requifition to the noble Duke, that if it was the inten- 
tion of the fdpporters of this bill to carry it through with 
violence, he might be prepared to meet it on that ground; 
, Or if it was to be done rapidly, he might not in that caie be 
vnprepared to meet it» Should his Grace refufe to give him 
that information he required, be muft content himfelf with 
deferririg it to a future d«^y, as he was not now acquainted 
with the titles of thole papers it would be necefiary to oiovje 
for j but be would neverthcleft^ by way of beijsg' Satisfied 
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whether he or the noble VifcouDt had fallen into the miftake, 
again repeat bis queftion to the noble Duke, and entreat aa 
anfwer, whether Adminiftration would oppofe a motion for 
all the evidence to be laid before this Houle, on which the 
Houfe of Commons had thought fuf&cient to pafs the bill 
then before them. 

Lord Loughborough thovight the putting this queftion very LordLouflbf^ 
improper, as it would be impoflible for any individual mem« ^•'••i^ 
ber, or even for the Houfe itfelf, to give a pofitive anfwer^ 
unlcfs thofe papers or evidence were pointed out, which ic 
was the intention bf the noble Lord to move for ; it appeared 
indeed to him, that the moving for all the evidence that had 
been before the Houfe of Commons, could only be done 
with a view to protraft the paffing this bill; it had takcii 
that Houfe three years to enter into a thorough inveftigation ; 
did any noble Lord defirc to prolong an interference pf Par- 
liament for three years longer ? he wifhed them only to con- 
vey their thoughts to India, where war and rapine was laying 
defolate almoft the whole country : where would he, at this 
moment, could fay we were at peace ! Where this Ccmipany^s 
fervants h^d feized on a Prince, becaufc he had treifure; this 
Prince, as was natural, if pofGble, had efFedted his efcape^ 
and ftimulated other princes to take bis part, and enter into 
a vi^ar againft our fettlements. A treaty indeed had beea 
concluded, but on what conditions ? not to reftore peace, 
which was fp much fighed after, but to join and endeavour to 
extirpate another powerful prince, and to fhare his country 
between them; this was a fpecies of cruelty and barbarit}', 
which furely no man could heiitate to condemn ; and yet he 
niuft chargcthat pcrfon as the author of all the barbaritict 
and enormities that would enfue by protracting this bill, by 
Deedlefs enquiries,, until the feafon would render it impoffiblc^ 
to reach India for another year. Objedions were held out 
againft this hill," for daring to infringe on chartered rights; 
and yet this was not without precedent, even with the India* 
Company : in the year I773» an alteration was made ia 
their charter; proprietors of 500I. ftock, previous to that 
period, vicrc intitled to a vote, but it was found neceifary ta 
alter it to thofe pofleiTed of loool. only, and allowing a 
double vote, where a much larger property was vefted :-— 
alteration was likewife made at that time refpeAing theit 
appointment abroad, and yet no terrible /tonfequence was 
then apprehended by chartered bodies. He indeed had 
ftated objeaions, not for making thofe infringements, as they 
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w^ termed, but becaufc it did not go farther, anrd regulate 
the Company at home as well as abroad. Thqir fituatiofi " 
noW made it highly neceffary for fomething to be done J 
thi^ir debt was cnbrmpus, and they had no way to retrieve 
themfelves i the interference of Government was the pnly 
hope there could poffibly be for faving them from deftruftion ; 
if: was notorious, that every body admitted fomething ought 
toT^ done-— this fomething was now prooofed, and he thought 
v^y ably— -the minifter bad ftepped forward, and, by ap- 
p<)intrng a refponfibility, had taken the moft elFedual method 
of redrcffing thofe grievances which had been fo loudly 
C(5kiipiained of; be might indeed haVe found out a method 
to have made fripnds with the India Company, held them 
bitween him and the public, and been toafted for his c6n- 
difcenllon, and applauded into popularity in every part of the 
town ; but he rather chofe, by a bold procedure, to take the 
' whole upon himfelf, than by any underhand means, have had 
the Board of DireAor^i at his will; he was convinced the 
ineafure was approved of by the generality of people, efpe- 
cially fincethe names of the Commiffioners were known ; of 
this he was convinced, one proof of which came within his 
oWn knowledge : he happened to he at Guildhall the mcrniog 
after the bill canie put of the Committee of the Houfc of 
Cornmons, and as foon as the dames were made public, India 
flbek rofc upwards of three per cent. He was turprifed anjr 
nfebie Lord in th^X Houfe fhould plead watit of informatit)n 
o(k the fubje£l^ fincc he believed no clrcumftapce had ever been 
^'inuch the common topic as the aiFairs bf the Eaft-Indt^ 
QPn^any, . fbr theic ten years paft : pamphlets had been 
riibiiih'ed, . containing every particular j and he did not 
bWieve, that were their Lordfhips* table piled with pawners up 
t§> the very cielihg, a fingle one would be read by aAy nobte 
L&rd, iince he could fo much moire to his eafe res^d the whole 
ih his own dwelling. The oppofeira of this bill had not C6n- 
t^nted thehlfelves with condeiiniTig It for infringing on the 
chartered rights, but had likewile charged it with invaditig 
private prolpierty, a charge that was not t)y any means ap- 
plicable to it ; it was merely taking the direflion oat of thie' 
Raitds of twenty-four tpembers in Leadenhall-ftreet, whg 
gad teen found incapable ©f condulEtiligit with advantagcj^ 
^^ placing it in the hands of fixtceji gentlemen, whole 
character ind independence gave tvevj reafon to hope it 
yfoujd be produftive of benefit to the proprietors r nay ntfore^ 
iX was merely a creditor, wiK) faw' tnc protecdings of hi« 
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debtor was likely to involve them.bQtb 10 ruin, and had t*keiL 
the management of his property wilh a vi^iy of retrii^viqg • 
both tlieir circumflanccs. No ope would fay a creditor hsA. 
not a right to fcize, and that it would aot bf falfc lenity to. 
fuffer a debtor to go headlong to ruin himfelf, and involve hi% 
friends, when it was in his power to prevent it* His LorcJ-i 
(hip apologized to the Houfe, for having taken up fo mych. 
of their time without there being any queftion before them^' 
declaring he knew of no other way of concluding, than by 
exprefling his acknowledgements for the indulgence they had 
(hewn him. 

Lord Tharlinv was aftonrihed to hear the noble Lord, of. ^^^ Tbuf* 
whofe abilities no ipan had a greater opinidn, a(rert, tbtt^^* 
the feizurc of. books, houfes, goods, merchandife, (hipping, 
vvarehoufes, &c. at home, and territory and revenues abroaa,: 
was not an invaiipn of private property; Sir Robert Sawyer^ 
when AtlfOraey General^ bad made fome fuch poiition, biit 
he little expefted it cpuld have been afferted by any Chief 
Jufiice of his Majefty^s courts, tn exouTe, however, it wasu 
faid, that the India Company was involved in debt,, but m 
ope had told us how that debt wa^ incurred^ we were left 
to underftaod, |t h^d been by the mifmanagement of the 
Company's dire6ors and their fecvants:; Uj9t a word was (aid' 
of tb^ enorf^ous expences that the public bad brought upoa 
them by the late war; the fums that were expended in de« 
fending theaifelves againft the French; the delay in tbe re*. 
turn of their &ips; the bastard they run when they did 
returo, and wbich^ froo) the number of our enemies, their 
fafe arrival w?s as though they were proteAed by miracles; 
their freightage, and a variety of other ci ream ftances, made 
it tbf moft iU^r^l to draw a conclufion on their finances at 
tl^is tinne, as by the return of peace it was not in the leaft 
to be dottbtcd but tlicy would very foon be enabled td retrieve ; 
theniiVlves; could thp re be a greater proof of this, tban tlio 
r€}a4in(B6 of ev^ry biUt-holder to give them whatever time 
tbey th0ugb>t oeceiiary for the payment of thofe bills } In the 
late war we had been lofers in every pfirt of the globe bu( 
hei^^ ^h^xt W0 oow .moO: complain^ of; here we had fup* 
ported .our bonoiH*, tiy t^efpiritejd arrangement and amaz- 
ing taleots of the Oo^eri^ General, Mr. Hailings; we bad 
net only ^fied on the defeniive, but been able to make ac- 
4^ui6t4oni dliat ^lyioajd repay the e:|i^pences of the war in that 
p^vt pf the globe. His Lordship obferv^d,, that it had been . 
hi^|od«rdD(iitbiU<J|t4aq$ifttfr|ere with ibficpi^la^ of the Cover* 
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nor General, but he could not, at that inflant, withhold the tri- 
bute which he thought he fo highly merited. That man muft 
indeed defer vc much, who could aft fo uprightly, and with 
fuch integrity, in defiance to faftion, to every impediment 
and inconvenience that could poffibly be throwa in his way, 
but he had fo arranged and eftablifhed the government of 
that country, that it would be impofliblc for any appoint- 
Iftcnt that ^ven the prcfent Minifter could make, to derange 
them during the time that his bill was to laft, was he to 
feleft folly and ignorance acmong his favourite clerks for that 
purpofe. Was it only confidered, at what an unhappy pe- 
riod Mr. Haftings has had the management of the Coropany*s 
affairs, it muft he allowed, few men poifeiTed talents equal 
to the taflc he had accompliOied, independent of the manjr 
impediments that had been thrown in his way by Govern- 
ment ; witnefs the commiffion that was fent out, all of 
whom he fincerely wifhed had died before they had fet foot 
in. India, as much mifchief had enfued in confequencc of their 
arrival.. The learned Lord had given great credit to the^ 
Minifter, for having in this bill fixed upon a kind of re* 
fponfibility i now he appealed to the noble Earl who was to 
be at the head of this commiffion, whether he in his heart 
coDceived'he was fo likely to be called oft for mifmaiiage* 
ment, as any one of the prefent direftors ? Certainly not ; 
it was th^ Boird of the Minifter, and he would of courfe 
pais over their errors fboner than point out the miiconduft 
of thofe he had appointed. - His Lordlhip again alluded to 
thd neceffity of inveftigating all the evidence that could 
poffibly be procured,' and called upon Miniftry to fatisfy the 
noble Earl with refpeft to his qucftion. 
Ld. Lough. 'Lord Loughborow^^h roCt to cxpliin fomc things which had 
^'^^^ • been miftaken by Lord Ihurlow, vvho likewife rofc to reply, 
rht Earl of Thc Earl of CarliJIcy in defence of the bill, faid, .that the 
:arliflc. Company's debt was fo largerthat it required the moft ipeedy 
interference ; it was to luch an atpouftt that he was alarmed 
to mention the fumj the fituation of the Treafury was 
Hkewife well known ^ there were bills of the India Company 
coming due, to the amount of 900,0001. would their Lord- 
Ihips fay the T^e^fury ipuft pay thefe bills ? but independent 
of the bankrupt ftate of the Company, the cruelties that had 
been praftifed were fufficient, in his idea, to induce their * 
Lordfeips topafs the bill in qucftion : they were a difgrace • 
to the name of Britain ; they were a Ihock to humanity^ 
JHc conceived thc^ noble Puke bad ^iven 96 full W iinfwer to - 
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the queftion as could be required ; he had informed the ' 
Houfe, the papers, in bis mind, were enough for them to 
determine on; and as there was no queftion before their 
Lordfliips, he fhould move to adjourn. < 

Earl Temple begged the noble Lord, as t\o queftion could lEarl Tem- ^ 
be put after that of adjournmenr, would poftpone' it for a P^«* 
few moments, as he had a paper in his hand which he meant 
to prcfcnt to the Houfe ; it was a petition from a Committee 
of the £aft-India Company to be heard by counfel, againft 
the bill, at the fame time begging leave to obferve, that not 
having been able to get an anfwer to his queftion which he 
again ftatcd, as it might not bc^ rightly underftood ; he then 
moved, that the petition be read, and complied with, ' 

The Duke of Portland rofe, not to oppofe the petition, ThcDake^f 
but to explain why he thought there could not be any necef- '^^^'^^n^* 
fity for any more papers to be laid before that Houfe. A . 
great deal of time had been^taken up by the Committees of 
the other Houfe in examining all papers that related' to the . 
Company ; of courfc they had to perufe many which were 
by no ways pertinent to the point in view ; they had felefted 
out what' were moft material, and fuch were thofe now before 
theii' Lordfhips, which, in his opinion, were nwre to the 
purpofe, than if he had prefented them with tht voiuminoos 
bulk that was before the other Houfe. 

The Duke of Richmond reprobated the bill, and wondered 1fh<Dtiireof 
how the noble Dukj could with any degree of propriety ^"^«>n^' 
fupport it; and more fo, that he could refufe the papers 
after the two protefU* tbcy had both figned in 1773, upo<^ 

the 

* The foUowing arc the Protefts alluded to by his Grace: 

X llie Lords* Pvoteft againfi the Eaft -India Regulating Bilh 

Die Veneris^ 11" 7iir/r//, 1771. 
Diflentient, 

Becaufe the preamble to this bill, fiating defe£ls in the powers of 
the Eaft-India Company, abufes in its adminiftrationy and injuries to 
the public and commercial credit, ought to have been fupported by 
evidence adapted to the nature of. the feveral matters ailedgedi But 
the produ£^ion of xrharters h^s been refufed by the Houfe \ no witnefles 
have been called to afcertain the exigence or quality of the fuppofed 
abufes \ no enquiry has been made into the condition of public ci^dit; 
and no ftate of the Company's commercial affairs have ever been Iai4 
})eforeus. 

idly, Becaufe, if the defefls in the charters, and abufes in the ad« 
puniftrariQitof the CoiDpaoyy exift^in the jmuier ftated in the prcamh)|rflL 
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the very fame fubjeft. ' His Grace obfcrvcd, that, in hit 
opinion^ it was entirely owing to^the iiuerference of QoveriK 

menty 

, no eflr€£lual provifion is made in the cna^ng part of the bill, for fop^ 
plying the one, or reforming the other j on the contrary, the utmoft 
diflraflion is introduced into the whole ceconotny of their affairs^ 
The nomination to the fubordinate prcfidcncics, and inferior offices in 
India, is left to the Company ; but a fuperior prefidcncy is appointed 
by Parliament to govern thofc inferior officers. The fuperior pre- 
fidency is to receive orders from the Court of Dirv^jiors j but it is left 
to the private will ofthe King, how far thefe orders fhall be obeyed* 
The prefidency is appointed to make ordinances and rcgvilationt, but 
neither Dire£^ors nor Company are to determine on thtir validityf 
The King alone is to allow or difallow thofe a6ls, as he fliiH cbufe tQ 
iignify his pleafure undpr his fign manual. This mode of hefting 
ultimately the whole management of the Company's weighty politicsj 
affairs, their vaft revenues, and their extcnfive commerce^in theKing'? 
private dire£lion, without any provifion in the bill for the intervention 
of any public body, (either the Baft-India Company or the Privy* 
Council) or any refponBble public Minifter, is, we infift, not only an 
high and dangerous violation of the yet unqueftioned pharters of thf 
Cmnpany, but a total fubveifion of all the principles of the Uw and 
ctnftittttion of this kingdom. 

jdly, Becaufe ihe elefUon pf executive oSices in Parliament s^ 
plainly unconflitutional, and an example of the mpft pernicious kind, 
pn>du£^ive of intrigue and faction, and calculated for extending a 
corrupt influence in the Crown. It fre^s Minifters from rcfponfibi? 
lity, whilft it leaves them all th^ effeft of patronage. It defeats the 
wife defign of the conftitution, which placed the nomination of alt 
officer^, either immediately or derivatively, in the Crown, wiiilft it c6bi- 
BMVted the check upon improper nominations tp Parliament, But this 
bill, by confounding thofe powers which the conflitution meant to keep 
feparate^ has deftvoyed tliis control, along with every wife ^royifioo'of 
the laws to prevent the abufes in the nomination to* or exercife of, 
o£ice. 

4MY* Beeasie tkifs ur^vpation ttf the Company^s rights in appointr 
ing the fervants is loaded with the additional injuftice of > comjputfory 
paymenif of (alaries, arbitrarily fixed, and charged on the Company's 
revenues without iheir confeAt. 

5thly, Becauft »he violation of the charter is not julbified by th« 
ini;p6rtan<je (4 the>provii€»tis ^ this bill| which ofierates dnly tn transfer 
patFMisgc wifhouv cenfefirii^ n«tv powers, it being exprpfsiy proiri4ie4 
b))* the bill, that thelb powers ftould be the iantie as weve formeriy exar* 
cifed by the Company's' ftrwifts, under the Compan3r's authority ^ ' 
neii!lier >6 auy advansags gsfined with regard to the particular ofteei^ 
named in this bill, the perfon firft in rank and importance in tke new 
pai<Hameata;#y pve^ney,- btting tlie very fame aoair at the head of (he 
jflMfM>?**^P<^^i^y ^ P oi g^* ' We ineaa w. reAsA Ji^«f upos tfhat 
'^- ^ gentleman. 



mcnt, that^the Ekft-India Company had been rained ; tlicy 
had fuppor'ted th^mfelves with credit^ had enlarged their 

fettle-* 

gcntletnan, not. ifliy Orficff, whd (for any thing we know to the contrary) 
inay be men bfeompetent ability, and good character; but we thiiik 
ourfelves bound to declare agaiafi the knifed contradi^ion and abfur*^ 
dity of this bill, which ftating abtkles as how exifting in Indta, lor tho 
ground of its regulations, yet appoint^ the teryperfonstoprefidethere^ 
who, if the allegations in the bill be true, maft be concerned^ either 
by Begle6l, or a6ltial commi(fion, in at) the abafes complained of. 

6thly, Becaufe the appointing; judges by the nomination of the 
Crown, with large falaries, payable oat of the Company's revenue^ 
without the Company's conient, either to the, appointment or the pay- 
ment, is an a^of flagrant injufiice, and an outrage on all the rights o^ 
property. No necelTity can be pleaded in favour of this violence^ as the 
Company did laH year voluntarily propoie'a nomination of judges, with 
far better provi lions for iecuriag a proper appointment, than any cob« 
tained in this Bill. 

7thiy, Becaufe the claufe of this bill, which deprives of all (hare in 
the ttiaaagement of their own property, all proprietors not polTeffcd of 
loool. capital flock, disfranchifing without the afllgnnoent of any de- 
li nqueney or abufe, no leiii than f246 peribns, legally qualified, is an 
heihous a£l of iti|uftice, oppreilion, and abfurdity, and a grofs perverfion 
of the high powers entriifted to the Legiflature ; the part of the charter 
which regulates the right of voting, was made to eftablifh excluiively 
that clafs of voHfrs which this aA has deftroyed ; the charter knows of 
no right of voting, but the poiTeflion of ^ool. capital ftock j it excludes 
all title to Cuperior in^uence from iiiperior property ; the fcveral 
laws to prevent the fplitting offtockare all in affirmance of this prin- 
ciple, and made to fecure this voter. But by a fyllem of contradic- 
tion, that, except in this bill, has no example, the very grievance of 
fplittingof (lock, by wl)ich the proprietor under loooJ. has been in- 
jured, is alTigned asthe&le ground for dcpriviag himofhis franchife. 
This lower proprietor could not polTibly have been guilty of this offence^' ^ 
and yet he is.punifhed j. and the larjg;e dockholder, who alone could be 
guilty of the fp^itting, i»^ indulged with new privileges, irt contra- 
di&ion to the (plrlt of that charter which he is {hppofed to hate 
violated. 

8thly, Becaufe the great principle upon which the bill has been 
fupported, will not only in this, but in all cafes, juftify every infringe- 
incnt of the national faith, and render parliamentary fanftion the 
worft of all fec^rities. We never can admit that a mere fpeculation of 
political imprdvement, can judify Parliament in taking away rights 
which it exprefsty covenanted to prefcrye, efpecitUy when it has re- 
ceived a valuable confideratioii for the franchifes fo ftipulated. Nor 
are grastf- of Parliament, under thefe circumftsnces, to be conHdered 
as gratuitous, rcfVimable merely at the pleafurc of the givei*; but 
mauers of binding contra£l, forfeitable only on luch delinquency or 
a neccility 
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fcttlcments, grown rich, and had raifed their ftock to 300 per 
cent. At this period Goveroment interfered^, aQ<f bad con- 

tinued 

neceflity as is implied iii the nature of every other bargitn. With fueh 
matters before us, that require the beft, we -are denied a^il roaaner of 
information* A bill, the obje6^ of which hai taken the Commons near 
eight months to confider, is precipitated through this Honfe in little 
more than eight days, without any attention to parliamentary ufage or 
decorum ; as if the Lords were the lowcft of minifterial tools^ who 
are not to be indulged even with the appearance of difcuffion, concern- 
ing the mandates they receive. 

In tliis iituation wc feel the honour of the peerage tarniihcd, and its dig- 
nity'dcgradcd. If the provifions and precedent of this bill (houid render 
the public faith of Great Britain of no eftimation j the franchifes^ -rights 
and properties of Engliihmen precarious, and the peerage diftinguilh* 
able only by a more than common meafure of indolence and fervility i 
if the boundlefs fund of corruption, furniflied by this bill to the ftr« 
vants of the Crown, IKould efface every idea of honour, public fpirit^ 
and independence from every rank of people, after ftrugglirg vainly 
againft thefe evils, we have nothing left but the fatisfaflion of re- 
cording our names to pollerity, as thofe whp rciifted the whole of tins 
iniquitous fyftem, and as men who had no ihare in betraying to blind 
prejudices or fordid intereft every thing that has hitherto been held 
facred in this country. 

Abingdon, King, 

TORRINGTON, MlLtOlf, 

Boyle, Richmond, 

Grosvenor, Archlr» 

Devonshire, RocKiNCifAM, 

PONSONBT, FlTZWILLIAM. 

Portland, 

SECOND PROTEST. 

DilTentient, 
BECAUSE a bill, evidently taking away, without confent or com- 
penfation, feveral rights and privileges now enjoyed by a great cor^ 
porate body, purchafed for a valuable confidcration, and confirmed by 
the moft folemn fan6lions of parliamentary faith, can be juflified only 
by fuch delinquency as incurs a forfeiture of thofe rights, or by fudi 
evident and urgent ncceiliiy as admits of no method confident widi 
the charter of the Company, for the immediate prefervation of thSok 
objefts for which the corporation was formed. The evidence, there- 
fore of fuch delinquency, or fuch neceflity, depending efifentially on 
matters of faft and record, it is impoflibl.e for Peers to proceec! Oft 
this butinefs in a proper .manner, while they are unfurnifhed with 
that information whjch it was our duty to demand, aind which it was 
the difpofition of the Houfe to refufe. 

«dly, Be- 
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.tinued to interfere, until they had brought them to the brink 
of roin. And he woald fay by the India Company^ as he 

had 

sdljy Becaufe the Houfe of Commons had appointed Cbmmitteet 
to examine into the ftate and condition of the Eafl-India Company, 
and have from them received feveral reports previous to the bringing 
in this bill ; a previous courfe of the fame kind is equally necelTary 
in this Houfe ; nor is it enough for Lords to be informed from com- 
mon converfation, that other men have done their duty, as a reafoa 
for negle£Hng ours. This Houfe neverthelefs (in conformity to its 
late method of proceeding, but in dire£b contradi£bion to the uniform 
pradlice and principle of better times) has wholly declined to make 
any enquiry, ibto this important and delicate fubje£l j though fuch 
enquiry has been ftrongly recommended from the Throne at the open* 
ing of this feilion. We conceive that thofe who advifed that fpeech. 
were obliged, as well from confiftency as from refpeft to the Crown, 
to have been early in moving a proper enquiry; and not to have op- 
pofed it, even when a bill from the other Houfe had in common de* 
cency rendered it at length indifpenfable. Not content with this ne- 
glect of duty, and contempt of his Majefty's recommendation, a con- 
ference with the Commons was alfo refufed j by which, however im- 
perfectly, the inattention of the Peers might have been remedied 
by the diligence of the other Houfe; and when a conceiBbn was 
made that the Reports of the Committee of the Houfe of Commons 
jSiotild be laid before us, on condition of their not being read by the 
clerk, this fmall conceflion of imperfe£k information was immediately 
withdrawn, and the Houfe refolved to proceed altogether i a the dark. 
We cannot refle£b, without the utmoft humiliation, on the total revo- 

'lution which has happened in the fentiments and condu6l of this 
Houfe, within fo ihort a time as fince the year 1720, when the Lords, 
in confidering the affairs of the South-Sea Company; exerted tho 
greateft diligence through the whole of a very long feffion, in a ftri^ 
parliamentary inquiiition into fadbs, before they thought themfelves 
authoriibd to refort to an extraordinary ufe of the legiflatire 
power. 

3dly, Becaufe we conceive thatlhe reafon of difpatch, afligned fbc 
this refufal of all forts of information, to be unworthy the legiflativo 
and' the judicial chara6tcr of the Houfe, we are perfuaded that, in- 
Tefted as we are with a public truft of the higheft importance, wc 
ought, in all cafbs, to poftpone our amufements to our duties, and are 
bound to meafure our confideration of the affairs before us, not by the 
feafott of the year, but by the nature of the bufincfs. In the year 
1720, the Lords had a conference with the Commons, which begaa 
in July, and did not ^nd till the 25th of that mouth. If we once admit 
the advanced period of the feffion, as a reafon of refufing to ourfelvcs 

- every information reqi|ired by the cafe, the Commons have it intheir 

power to preclude the Houfe fron^ the exereife of its deliberative ca- 

y9L,XJY» F pacityj 
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had often faid, with refpeA to the Americans, that if Mi* 
nifters meant to do any thing, they muft begin by uadoing. 

pacity ; they have nothing more to do than to keep bufinefs of impor- 
tance until the fummer is advanced, and then the delay in tlu|t Houft 
3S to be afOgned as a fufficicnt ground for a precipitate acquicftenoD 
in this. Our predecelTors in this Houfe were £6 well aware of tho nfe 
ivhichy in future times, might be made of fuch a pralbce of cht Con^* 
nons, and fuch an argument drawn from it here, that tiiey hme 
ezpreffly condemned both the pra6^ice and argument by o«r ^■itjag 
•rder. Die Martis 5 Maii 1668, which (landing order wc iiilbrtib 
this proteft, that it may appear that in this obftioaie rtfufid of iadi 
an enquiry as the fubje^ called for, the Houfe has tre(pafl(Bd «• Bmch 
againft its own rules of proceeding as againA tht gcnerti rjglttt juid 
privileges of the people. 

Standing Order Qf s Mayf ?6^8« 

<' Upon report made by ;he Lord Chamb^lain from thi? CoBmu^tCe 
of the whpie Houfe, concerning the bill f^r r^iftng j9o»9iol« by a|t 
impofition on uMnes and other liquors, that in regard the i^id MJl 
being very long and coniilling of many paragraphs, cajQi; from 1^ 
Houfe of Commons fo near the time of adjounxmeot, he \y^ Goni- 
manded to report it as the opinion of the Commi(teey tbf^t i|: mislft 
^ be entered into the Journal-book of this Houfe, aa was upon thU 
bill (of ihortnefs of time for tl>e paJQng of thefe biliS|) tq prc^ipi^i^ 
the palling thereof, but that due coniideratiof may )>e had berqkfittC 
according to the courfe of Parliaments, the Lords Spiritual and TcQ^ 
poral, in Parliament aflembled, agreed with the report madefrqiutbe 
/ Committee, and ordered that tills order be added to the roll of iUild* 
ing orders of this Houfe." 

4thlyy Becaufe we think, that having rej^fted ttit anci^nu reafoil* 
able, and parliamentary mode of proceeding, the maxim «fta.bliiheA 
\\i its place is dangerous and irrational. We do conftantly dqny, 
that what is commonly called public notoriety (which is in reality i|o 
better than common rumour) is or can be a ground for any a£l whidi 
may conclufively impair, much lefs wholly take 8way» apy one 0f 
the rights of the fubje£): ; fuch fuppoled notoriety being frei)uenti^ 
uncertain in its foundation, generally under the- influence of viQ{qk£ 
pailions, and entirely deftitute of that accuracy which is neccAar^ fiyr 
afcertaining the nature, extent, or tendency of any g^icvancc^ qr 
consequently for furniihing_ any wife or adequate methods of ec* 
4refs. 



Signed, 



Richmond, Kockingham^ 

FiTZwiLLiAM, Portland, 

Milton, Devonshire. 

F0N80NBY> 



Leave 
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Leave them to themfelves, in the flate they had found them^ 
and there was little doubt, but they would foon recover to 
that ftate of credit and refpeAability they were arrived 
at before. 

The Duke of Portland denied having cEanged his fenti- TheDukeof 
incnts. they were the fame now as when he had figned the PortUAd, 
proten — circumftances were materially different. 

The Duke of Richmond read the motion for which the TheDukeof 
protelt had been entered into, which was for the t>rodu£^iocr R*"^mon<i- 
of papers then before the Houfe of Commons ; he could not 
aflert the noble Duke was changed, but it would be necef- 
fary for him to prove, as well as fay, he was not. He re- 
probated the Coalition, and.faid, one of three things muft 
be true; either Lord North had given up his principles to 
the Dukd of Portland, the Duke of Portland to Lord North, 
or that the Cabinet wasr divided on eVery principle; and 
therefore no good could poflibly be expeded from either. 

Lords Sydney, Abingdon, and the Duke of Chandos, fai^ 
a few words ; after which, the petition from the £aft*India 
Company was read as follows : 

^ To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
in Parliament alTembled, the humble' Petition of the 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Eaft Indies, 

"ShcWcth, 

^^ That a bill it now depending before your Lordfliips, 
intitled ^ An AA for cftabli&ing certain Regulations fmr 
the better Mam^entent of the Territories, Revenues, and 
Commerce of this Kingdom in the Eaft Indies.' 

'^ That the faid bill deftroys the conftitutiop, and .wholly 
fubverts the rights and privileges granted to your petitioners 
by charter, made for valuable confiderations, and confirmed 
bjr divers iSt$ of Ptftlian^ent ; and empowers certain perfons 
therein named, as Diredors appdnted by the faid bill, to 
feize and take pofleiEon of all the lands, tenements, houfes, 
warebottfes, and other buildings, books, records, cbarter9, 
letters^ and other papers, (hips, veiTels, goods, wares, merr 
chandizes, money, fecurities for money, and all other efFedi 
belonging to your petitioners; and this without charging 
Youir petttitmeirs With any fpetific delinquencjr, or ftating any 
juft groun48 upon which their rights, capacities, and fran^ 

Fa '" ^ chifes 
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chifcs ought to be forfeited, or their property to be fei.zed ; 
a proceeding contrary to the inoft facrcd privilege of Brittfh 
fubjcSs, that of being tried and con'vifted upon a fpeciiic 
' charge, before judgment is palTcd againft them in any cafe 
whatfoever. 

*^ Moreover, the (aid bill empowers and authorizes the 
faid Diredors to carry on a trade with the property of your 
petitioners, and at their nfk, without their confent or con- 
trol, for the confequcnces whereof your petitioners are cx» 
ceedingly alarmed, and, therefore, they mofl humbly crave 
leave folemnly to protcft againft the fame. 

" If your Lordfhips fhould think that any reafon or ne- 
ceffities of ftate may warrant fo harfh a meafure as that of 
divefting your petitioners of their franchifes and property, 

I our petitioners entertain the moft perfcft confidence in your 
rOrd(hips* wifdom as well as juftice, that the adtual exiflence 
of fuch ftate neceflitics, or other reafons, will be firfl cfta- 
blilhed by the cleareft and fulleft evidence. And your peti- 
tioners humbly prefume to refer your Lordfhips to the ex- 
ample of all former times, in which every encroachment 
upon the facred rights of private property, or private fran- 
chife, has been anxioufly compenfated by the wifdom and 
juftice of the Legiflatuie. 

" Your petitioners, therefore, moft humbly pray that 
they may be heard by themfelves, or their counfel, againft: 
the faid bill ; and that your Lordihips in your juftice will 
proteft their rights, privileges, and property againft this moft 
unprecedented mesiure, (ubverfivc of your petitioners* c6n- 
ftitution, divefting them of their rights and privileges^ 
feizin^ their property, and continuing a trade at their nfk^ 
but without their confent or control. 

" And your petitioners Ihall ever pray," &c. 

December 15. ] 

About three o'clock the Earl of Abingdon rofc, and ob- 
ferved, that if the attendance of their Lordfhips had beea 
then more numerous, he Ihould have fubmitted to their con- 
fideration fome remarks and fubfequent propofitions relative 
to the Eaft-Tndia bill, and other points of great importance; 
but, he muft beg leave to defer thefe until the Houfe ihould 
become more filled. 
^M\^f Many Peers entering foon afterwards^ the Earl of jtbing^ 

''My 
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" My Lords, 

** The moment being now arrived when wc ace called 
upon, not only hry the voice of the nation, but by the pe- 
culiar charaderiftic of this Houfe, the feelings of our own 
honour, to exercife that fundion which the confiitution of 
the country haih placed in us; I mean, my Lords, that of 
holding between the King and people the balance of f:he flate 
in the fcale of its government; or, as Charles the firft ufed 
to exprefs it, * of being that excellent fcrecn between the / 
Prince and the people, to aflift each againft the encroach- 
ments of the other.' It is therefore that I rife, and before 
any other proceedings are had upon the bill that is now be- 
fore us, for ' vefting the affairs of the E^ft-India Company 
in the hands of certain Direftors,' to trouble your Lord- 
ihips with a very few words, as introduSory to a motion 
which I mean to have the honour of fubmitting to your 
Lordfhips' confideration^ 

** Nly Lprds, the bill before us, * for vefting the affairs 
of the Eaft-India Company in the hands of certain Direc- ) 

tors,' is, in a threefold manner, now under the contempla- ' 
tion of this Houfe ; and it is fo, my Lords, firft, in addrefi 
and appeal to us in our legiilative capacities, in common 
with the two other branches of the Legiflature. 

'' Secondly, in addrefs and appeal to us as the fupreme 
court of judicature,v or dernier refort of jufticc, diftinft 
from the two other branches of the Legiflature, and apper- 
taining to ourielves. 

*' And, thirdly, my Lords, in that capacity, in that' pe- 
culiar and diftinguifhed capacity to which I have juft alluded, 
the capacity of beii^g the mediator between the King and 
- people, and of rendering juftice to both, by oppofing as well 
the encroachments of the Crown upon the liberties of the 
fubjeA, as the encroachments of the fubjeA upon the juft 
prerogative of the Crown. 

*' Of the two former, my Lords, our legiflativc and 
judiciary capacities, and our duties therein upon this occa* 
fion, I ftiall not now take up any of your Lordfhips' time, 
nor, I truft, (hall I have any future occafion to do fo ; but 
it is to the third, our mediation between the Crown and its 
fubjefts, grounded upon the prefent necei&ty of our inter- 
ference, that at this moment leads me to call for your Lord- 
fliips' attention. 

" Of the bill, my Lords, of which I have Spoken, your 
Lordfhips having read it^ it is unnieceffary fox me to enter 

into 
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into the detail of its particulars; indeed it is not the time 
for tne to do fo, and I muft again hope, that that time #ill 
never arrive* But it is to its principle that I am now tO 
look; and, in fo doin^, enough and enough remains tooc«« 
cupy the deepeft and moft folemn refleAions of this Hoiife^ 
for, in this view of the- bill, what it it that your Lordfhiptf 
have to fee, hut a bill that has for its fahjeC^-mattefy propCH 
iitions as fatal to the juft prerogative of the Crown, by thek 
adoption, as by their eiFefts they will be found ruinoat to^ 
and fubverfive of, the rights, liberties, and properties of tht 
fubjed : Propoiitions as unique in themfclves, as they an 
unmatched in the annals of our hiftory : PropofitioDS^ b^ 
with ambition; with ambition no lefii violent than that 
which filled the mind of Cromwell, and brought the head 
of Charles the firft to the block. No lefs violent did I fay, 
my Lords i Ten times more violent, more daring, more eii« 
terprifing ! For, in the cafe of that Cromwell, he had fomt 
ground to ftand npon, he had arguments to offer, he had 
reafons to affign, he had, at leaft, that plea of tyrants^ the 
plea of neceffity, for what he did ; for, in the words of Lord 
Bolingbroke, he had this to fay, either that * Charlei the firft 
muft lofe his head, or England lofe its liberties/ 

'< But in the cafe of the Cromwell of this bill, what 
his he to urge for that which he has done, what ground 
has he to ftand upon, what argomenU to offer, what 
reafons to aftign, what plea of necefiity to ftate) A pkt 
of neceffity, it is true, he had ; he ftated to the Houfe of Cool* 
mons, that the E^ft-India Company was, bankrupt; , it wis a 
falfe ftatemenf, it was falfe in proof t But I admit the fraih 
of both; and yet, whence arofe the neceffity of fubverting the 
conftitution of this country by placing the executive power 
of government in the hands of a mountebank Secretarf 
of State i A Secretary who does not ihrink back frotn de^ 
daring, that he is not the King's Minifter, but die Miuts^ 
tttt of the People ; who glories in the diftin£lian, who for- 
tifies hindfelf under it in the Houfe in which he afts. Atti 
yet my Lord^^ tio more the Minifter of the people, than 1 
the friend of his politics. The Minifter, it is true^ of t 
corrupt majority of the Houfe of Common*^, where the peo- 
ple now arC) as he fays ; but not the Minifter of the ^toptei 
as when mpontdd on his ftages at Covent^garden and Weft* 
minfter-halL 
' '^ But 1 fsy, tny Lords, whence arofe the neceffitf of this 
fubverfionx^f the Conftitution ? Whence arofe the neceffitjr 
6f etcainjg a new power in the Sute ? A middle power be- 
tween 
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tween thf King and. people;- on the^ one hand heading the 
King in chains, and on the etbei: roling the people through 
the aiedium of a corrupt majority in Pafliament, with a rod 
of icon i And yet, my liords, this is the propofition in 
totidtm verbis : a propoficion to wreil the reins of government 
oat of the hands of the executive power, and \o place it in 
the bands of a felf-creattd demagogue, fupported by a fac- 
tions and defperate cabal |^ a propofition therefore no left in- 
jurious to the people, tbaQ at the fame time fornifhing the 
moft direA attack upon Majefty that the annals of our hiA- 
Cory afford ; a propcSfitioD, as I have faid, more daring even 
than that whioi brought the bead of Charles L to the block, 
becaufe left founded : a propofition of anibition no lefs gla- 
ring, bttt^ I truft, my Lords, lefs hopeful, for it is ours to 
prevent it. 

^ fiat, fay Lords, it has been faid of this bill on the one 
fide, that i(' will increaie the influence of the Crown, and tc 
has been cunillngly and <;raftily not denied on the other. 
But this is not the truth, my Lords ; I deny the faA ; 
the reverfe is the truth. This bill is not to increaie the^iur 
floence of theCrown, it is to defiroy it. It is, I admit, to 
obtain an influence ; but an influence as potfonous to the 
juft influence and legal prerogative of the Crown, aa it is dead- 
ly to the rights and liberties of the people. . 

<^ And when I fay this, my Lords, let it not be thought 
that I ijpe^k rafhly and unadvifedly upon the fubjeft, that 
I talk without book, that I veafon without my hoft, that I 
am nnfupported in what I fay, I fpeak, my Lords, to the 
fenfe and knowledge of |h^ Houfe; for, my Lords, to puU 
down the influence of the Crown has been the long unremit- 
ting endeavours of the Mtnifter of the People and his Whig 
0onneftions, as they are called, (for of the Tory Coalitioo 
I fhall prefently fpeak) the Houfe wants no information ; 
the faAs fpeak /or themfelv^r. We have feen bills of reform 
upon bills of reform to this end paiiing into aAs of the Le^^ 
giflature; bills taking ^way Arom the fplendour of the Crown, 
no lefs neccflTary to Majefly than the birth<^right of the 
Prince ; bills meanly Imd ignominioofly defcending into the 
very^ kitchen and cellar of the King, there to reU'ench and 
deprive his Majefty of the very comforts and provifions of 
his table. Caa it then, my Lords, even in fuppofition^ be 
thought, that thofe who have done this, can now have any 
view or intention to throw the wealth of the Eaft into the 
lap of the Throae } No^ my L»ords^«the very fuppofition is 

abfur- 
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abfurdtty itfelf. Befidcs the bill ftatcs the contrary ; for four 
years certain the Crown has nothing to do with it ; and give 
roe a leafe for four years of fuch means of corruption as 
thefcare, and I muft be, what the Minifter of the People 
IS not, a Very filly fellow indeed, if I do not purcbafc a fee 
iimple in the preroifes for ever after. 

" But this is not all, my Lords; for let us look for dc- 
mooftration upon this fubjeft, to the tenets and principles of 
this party of men, and in doin^ this, let us look to their 
creed, in a well-known publication of theirs, called, 
* Thoughts on the prefent Difcontents ;* and then look to 
their pra&ice upon that creed. Look to their creed, and 
there, you \yill find, that whilft it pulls the influence of the 
Crown down to the ground, it fets up another mfluencc ten 
times more dangerous, ten times more deflruftive to the 
ConftitutioD. The influence of an Ariftocracy, or to ex- 
prefs it in their own words, the influence of connexion; and 
of which this creed fpeaking, fays, * in one of the moft for- 
tunate periods of our hiftory, this country was governed by 
a Connexion. I mean the great connexion of Whigs in the 
reign of Queen Anne.' Such is this influence, my Lords, 
the influence of an Oligarchical Junto in the two Houfes of 
Parliament, holding, as I have faid, the King captive on the 
one hand, and with the other ruling the people, not by the 
fundamental laws of the land, but after the manner of this 
bill, by lawT'v * of mere political difcretion only,' and fub- 
verfive of iheir rights, liberties, and properties. 

** But, my Lords, let us now look to their praftice upon 
this creed ! and here I am aware, I am anticipated by the 
Houfe, and that the day which fl:ains, and will continue 
cverlafting to ftain, the Journals of Parliament, I mean the 
17th day of February lafl:, is uppermoft in the thoughts, 
and prefent to the minds 6f every one of your Lordfhips. 
A day of conneftion, my Lords ; a day when by an infamous 
and wicked conniftion of principles, not the conneSion of 
idem /entire de republican which alone is, or can be the bafis of 
all well-intentioned political union, but of the moft jarring 
faftioni, a ccnneftion which one might have thought no 
chemiftry cither on earth or in heaven could ever have 
brought together; I fay, my Lords, a day when his Majeft; 
was befieged in his cabinet; when he was told the appoint 
ment of his own domeftic fervants did not lie in him ; wHcJ 
^is Majefty refifted; but when afl;er a fix-wje**ks rcliftai 
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with' a fortitude of mind that wll{ add luiftrc td his reign, he 
fell a viftim to this conneftion. 

** And thus, my Lords, has the theory of thefc politics 
been now reduced to pra£Hce ; for fuch have been the efFefts 
of this conneftion, which is' now fought by ihis^bill. Not 
the influence of the King's Minifter for the King, +>utof 
the King's Minifter againft the King, Of the King's Mi- 
nifter, who,^ if this bill pafles, may fay to the King, I am 
the Minifter of this country, and let my conduft be what it 
will, let my infults to you be what they may, it is not in 
your power, it is what you dare not do, it is not for you to 
remove me. 

** But, my Lords, that I may trefpafs no longer on the 
. time and patience of the Houfe, the motion which I 
fliall have the honour to fubmit to your Lordfhips is 
this: , , , 

" That the Judges may be fummoned to attend this 
Houfe, in order to give their advice in point of law, upon 
the h\\[ now depending in Parliameht, for vefting the affairs 
of the Eaft'India Company in the hands of certain Di- 
reftor^," &c. 

*^ And here, my Lbrds, whilft, as the ground 6f this m6tion, 
I ^^ take the liberty of ftating to your Lordfhrps the que- 
ries, which (as neceflary to my information at leaft) I (ball 
propound to the Judges for their counfel and advice; fo by 
this motion, will an opportunity be! afforded to the Houfe, 
of having any other difficulties refolved in point of law 
which may occur to any other individuals of your Lord- 
(hips. 

" My Lords, the query is this ; 

*^ Whether by the commiffion, as fet up in the bill, for 
vefting the affairs of the Eaft-India Company in the hands 
of certain Direftors, an executive power be not inftituted, 
new in the government, and unknown to the conftitution 
of the country ; and whether that executive power be not 
as well derogatory to the Crown, and hurtful to the juft, 
legal, and royal prerogative of the King, as dange- 
rous to the rights, liberties, and properties' of the fub- 
jeft ? 

** Now, my Lords, in putting this query to the Judges, T 
find myfelf no lefs upheld therein by the fpiritbf the confti- 
tution, than confirmed by the letter of the law; by thofpirit 
of the conftitution, my Lords, as handed 'down to us by tiic 
very iogeftious and learned author of the Spirit of Laws ; wTio, 

Vol, XlVt G fpcnkipg 
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fpcaking of the Englifh conftitution, fays, * that the exe- 
cutive power ought to be in the hands of a Monarch : becaafe 
this branch of government, which has always nee<j of expe* 
.dition, is better adminiftered by one than by many ; whereai 
whatever depends on the legiflative power is oftentimes better 
regulated by many than by a fingle perfon.' Again ; ^ but if 
there was no Monarch, fays he, and the executive power was 
^committed to a certain number of perfons felefted frona the 
legiflative body, there would be an end of liberty : by reafon 
the two powers would be united, as the fame perfons would 
a£^ually fome times have, and would moreover be always able 
to have, a ftiare in both,' And as confirmed by the letter of 
the law, in as much as, by the flatute of the i6th of Charles L 
• xrh, I. a power being lodged in the Chancellor (in cafe of the 

|Cing*s default) to call Parliaments; and if he failed, then in 
the Peers, or any twelve of them, and if they failed, then in 
' the fheriffs ; it was faid by the Judges of thofe days, that this 
1/vas a dire£t breach of the original conftitution ; for it intro* 
duccd into the monarchy akind of republic, by fetting up a 
fupreme power, befides the regal power, and inconfiftent with 
it. Of the ftatute too of the i5th of Charles I, chap. 5, 
whereby it was enafted, that that Parliament then fitting, 
fliould not be diffolved, prorogued, or adjourned, but by aft 
« of Parliament ; it was faid, that this was another breach of 

that conftitution, which had originally eftabliflied the King's 
prerogative in that particular ; and therefore thefe two adtt 
vrere, parly in the next reign, repealed. 
** The fecdnd query is, 

<« Whether the immediate creative aft of any charter of 
incorporation, is not vefted in the King by virtue of his royal 
prerogative ? And if yes, whether, by the forfeiture or diC- 
folution of fttch charter, its franchifes arc not revertable to the 
Crown, in order to be re-granted to the King, if neceffary } 
And if fo, whether the commiflion of Dircftors appointed by 
this bill, be not an encroachment upon the royal prerogative 
of the Crown ? 

*^ Sir William Blackftone, fpeaking of the erefting of cor- 
porations by the King, as the fountain of privilege, fays, * I 
now only mention them incidentally, in order to remark the 
King's prerogative in making them, which is grounded upon 
this foundation, that the King haVing the fole adminiftration 
of the government in his hands, is the beft and the only judge, 
in what capacities, with what privileges, and under what dif- 

tin^liom 
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tinaions his people are the beft qualified to ferve, and to aft 
under him.* 

** The thitd qaeftion is, 

*• Whether, confiftcnt with the judicial capacity of this 1 

Houfe, the disfanchifing of a corporation of fuch magnitude 
as that of the £alt-lndia Company, the reafons of fuch di{^ 
franchifement ought not to be proved and fupported, at the 
bar of the Houfe, by the ftrongeft and moft entire evidet^ce ? 
Or, whether confidently with the duty of this tioufe to the 
King, as counfellors of the Crown,, a bill, creative of a new 
executive power, in violation of the royal prerogative, ought 
not to be reje£ted in limine upon its principle, and without en- 
tering into the merits of it ? 

** My Lords, when Charles II. and James II. feized upon 
the charters which they did, for the purpofes of the ftatc, as 
they faid, althotigh, fays Sir William Blackftone, the pro- 
ceedings in moft of them were fufficicntly regular, itt gave 
great and juft ofBnce : but it feems Charles James Fox can 
now of hin^felf attempt what thofe tyrants, neither Charles or 
James Stuart put together, dared to do, feize upon charters by 
force and violence. ^ 

When the Earl came to the mention of Charles James 
Fox, 

The Earl oi Derby called him* to order,' declaring that The Baric 
Houfe knew nothing of Charles James Fox, and that it was ^•^^y- 
extremely diforderly to mention an individual member of 
the other Houfe of Parliament, in that manner by name. 

Earl Templi contended, that it was perfcftly orderly for Earl Ttm- 
any noble Lord to mention the Minifter by name, when he p^** 
intended to criminate him. 

The Earl of Derby admitted the force of the noble Earl's ThaEarii 
argument, but faid, it by no means applied. The noble Earl Darby, 
whom he h^d called to order, talked of Charles James Fox, 
as having pafled the bill ; this was a fort of language highly 
diforderly ; the Houfe of Commons had pafied the bill, and 
their Lordfhips could not cbnfider the bill in any other point 
of view than as the bill prefented to that Houfe from the 
Houfe of Commons. 

The Earl of Abingdon proceeded. — He faid. The Ear!. 

« The fourth query is, Abingdw 

« Whether, if this bill fliould pafsboth Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, encroaching as it does upon the prerogative of the 
Crown, it be not a right inherent in the KiBg, as well as a 
G 2 dwty 
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duty which he owes to the country, in prefervatipn of ^bc* 
conftitution, to put his negative upon fuch bill ? 

*^ Baron Montelquicu fays, * the executive power ought to 
have a fhare in the Legiflatur?, by the power of rejcdling, 
otherwife it would foon be ft ripped erf its prerogative. Bur ' 
flioula the Icgiflativc power ufurp a fliare of the executive^ 
the latter would be equally undone.' Again, ^ if the Prince,' 
6ys hey * were to have a fhare in the Legiflature by the 
power of refolving, libeirty would be loft. But as it is ncceC- 
Ikry he ftiould have a fHare in the Legiflature for the fupport 
of his own prerogative, this fliare muft confift in the power 
of rejefting.' Sir William Blackftone, too, fays, * the King 
is a conftituent part of the fupreme legiflative power ; and 
^s' fuch, has the power of rfejefting fuch provilions in Parlia- 
ment, as he judges improper to be paffed.' He fays too^ 
fpeaking of the encroachment of the legiflative upon the exe- , 
cutive power, ' Thus the Parliament of Charles the firft, 
while it afted in a conftitutional manner with the royal con- 
currence, redrefled many heavy grievances, and eftablifhcd 
many falutary laws ; but when the two Houfes aflumed the 
power of legi flail on, in exclufion of the royal authority, they 
foon after anumed likewife the reigns of Adminiftration; and 
in confequence of thefe united powers, overturned both 
church and ftate, and eftabliflied a worfe opprefiion than any 
they pretended co remedy. 

' *^ An/liiow, my Lords, thefe being the queries which it is 
my inteatiorty to fubmit to the opinion of the Judges, together 
V^ith my reafons for the queries, 1 ftiall now beg leave to add 
pnc reafon more for the motion itfelf,- of calling tor the advice 
/ of the Judges upon this occafion ; and it is this, that, as if 
the opinion of the Judges had been taken of the American 
war before it was entered into, that is, whether the Parlia- 
ment of England had a right to levy taxes internally on 
America, America not being reprefented in the Parliament 
of England^ that country might not, at this time, have been 
a part. of the Britifli empire r fo, upon the fame ground, am 
I perfuaded, that the putting of thefe queftions now, may be 
the means of faving the p^aft Indies to this country : for, my 
. Lords, is it to be fuppofed, that the fervants of the Eaft-India 
Company in India, connefted as they are in intereft with 
the Company here, together with Mr. Haftings, at the head 
of an hundred thoiifand men there, will quietly deliver up 
thpfe poffeffions, when by that delivery they know that they 
, are thenifelves difplaced to make room for others ; and if not 

difplaccdj 
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difplaced, they will have members of Parliament, and mem- 
bers of Parliament's Tons, and kindred, riding upon ihcra 
four and five deep, and quartered upon their emoluments, as 
much without number as without reafon. 

^^ And now, my Lords, I have done; alking pardon of the 
Houfe for this long trefpafs on their patience; and, whilft 
fitting down, not doubting but youp Lordlhips will think 
that a monopoly of power, fuch as this bill requires, is not 
only unfit, under any circumftances whatever, to be had, but 
if it were fit, to place it in the hands of him who feeks it, 
would be as unfafe for, as dangerous to, the conftitution of 
the country, I (hall hope that the motion which I fhall now 
have the honour to fuhmit to the Houfe, will meet with the 
<:oncurrence of your Lordfliips." 

A (hort converlation arofe upon Lord Abingdon's motion : 
TheEarlof 5^Wiv/c/5? laid, as the Houfe were fummoned upon TheEtrlof 
other bufinefs, and that of great expectation and importance. Sandwich, 
he (hould give his negative to the putting of any fuch motion 
as the noble Lord had propofed. The Order of the Day 
was forbearing counfel on the petition of the Eaft-India 
Company, and the petition of the proprietors againft the 
bill. 

The Duke of Manchejier enforced the fame idea. TheDo^eof 

Th6 Order of the Day being called for, Manchcftcr 

The Duke of Richmond rofe, and delired that he might firft TheDukcof 
prcfent a petition from the city of London againft the Bill. ^»chmocd. 
The petition was received and read ; it was very ingenioully 
drawn in the exaft words and phrafe of the celebrated Proteft 
againft the Eaft-India Regulating Bill of 1773, and is as 
follows : 

** To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, in Parliament aflcmbled, 

*^ The humble Petition of the Lord Mayoc, Aldermen, 
and Commons, of the City of London, in Common 
Council a0[emble3y 

" Sheweth, 

** THAT a bill is now depending before your Lordlhips, 
entitled, * An Aft for eftabtifhing certain regulations for 
' the better raanageiri-ent of the territories, revenues, and com* 
imerce, of this kingdom in the Eaft Indies.' 

" That beford paffing the faid bill in the Houfe of Com- 
inops, no witnefles were called to afcertain the exiftence or 
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quality of any abufcs in the Direftorsor Proprictori, or the 
Servants of the Company, nor was any ftate of the Com* 
pany's commercial affairs ' enquired into by. the (aid 
Houfe. 

" That It is not only^a high and dangerous violatioo of 
the Charters of the Company, but a total fubverlion of 
all the principles of the law and conftitution of tbi$ 
country. 

^' That the clcSion of executive officers in Parliament 
is plainly unconftitutional, produAive of intrigue and fac- 
tion, and calculated for extending a corrupt inflqence 
in the Crown, that it frees Minifters from refpoofi- 
bility, while it leaves them all the efTeft of pa« 
tronage. • 

'* That the claufe of this bill, which deprives of all (hare 
in the management^ of their own property, the Proprie- 
tors of Eafl-India (lock, and disfranchifes them without 
the aifignment of any delinquency or abufe, is an hei- 
nous aft of injuftice, oppreflion, and abfardity, and is 
a grofs perverfion of the high powers trufted to the Lc- 
giflature. 

*' That the great principle on which the bill has been 
y fupported, will hot only in this, but in all cafes, jufUfy every 

infringement of the national faith, and render parliamentary 
fanftion the worft of pll fecurities : that this bill takes away 
rights which Parliament exprefsly convened to prefervc ; th^ 
the public received a valuable confideration for the ffanchifet 
fo ftipulated; that grants of Parliament, under thefe circam- 
ftances, are not to l^e conlidered as gratuitous, refuniieable 
merely at the pleafureof the giver, biit as matters of binding 
contraft, forfeitable only on fuch delinquency or neceffity 
as is implied in the nature of every other bargain, 

** Your petitioners therefore moft humbly pray that the 
faid bill may not pafs into a law, and your petitioners (hall 
ever pray. 

. ( Signed by order of the Court) 

•< William Rix.'* 

As foon as the reading clerk had .finifhed the recital 

of it, 

TheDokeof The Duke of Afanchefler rofe, and faid that he rofe not td 

Manchcfter objef^ to the petition, but as far as the petition had caught his 

ear, from the curfory reading of it which he had juft liftened 

to^ it contained expr^i&ons much ftronger than ought to have 

been 
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been infcrted in a petition prcfcnted to that Houfe. His 
Grace then took up the petition, and read thofe paragraphs 
to the Houfe, which reprobated the bill as an aA of injuftice^ 
opprcffioHj and abfurdity, and as a grofs violation of the ^ 
conftitution. This his Grace thought a fort of ilile that 
fhould not have been ufed by petitioners. He faid it was, he ^ 
well knew, a rule of that Houfe^ never to make itfelf the ad- 
vocate and defender of the conduf^ of the Houfe of Co^nmons; 
but in like manner, he conceived, their Lord (hips ought jiot 
to abet its calumniators, or countenance thofe who charge 
the Uoufe of Commons with having been guilty of opprcf- ' 
lion, injuftice, and a breach of the conftitution. 

The Duke of iZir^moii// defended the petition, and faid it TheDukeof 
had been drawn up in the very language of a famous proteft, Richmond. 
iigned by the late Marquis of Rockingham, and many other 
noble Lords. The noble Duke who now objeaed to 
ftrong expreilions, had not always, he remarked, equal- 
ly disapproved of them. He reminded his Grace of hav- ' 
ing himfelf, a few years iince, introduced a petition from 
America, couched in very ftrong exprtffions. With regard 
to the pe'tition, now the fubjeft of difcuffion, he begged the 
Houfe to recoUeft, that it was a petition againft a bill depend- 
ing in Parliament, that the bill went to disfranchife the pe- 
titioners, and to difpoflefs them of their property ; and that 
without any fpecific charge of delinquency having been al- 
iedged even againft them. He contended therefore that iio 
' language could be too ftrong for fuch an occafion ; and he 
expatiated on. the right of the fubjedt to petition the Houfe 
whenever they thought their franchifes, privileges, or property 
likely to be endangered by any bill then before Parliament. 

The Duke of Manchejier reminded the Houfe, that he had TheDukeof 
began his fpeech by exprefsly declaring he did not objeft to Manchcftet 
the petition ; and he flattered himfelf, their Lordfhips- knew 
him too well, to fuppofehim capable of denying the fubjefts' 
right to petition Parliament in any cafe whatlbever. With 
regard to the petition brought in by him fome years fince, to 
which the noble Duke had alluded, 'it was a petition from 
New York, which he had not been permitted to prefent, un- 
lefs he would undertake to fay, that the petition did not deny 
the right of this country to tax America. 

The city petition was, upon motion, ordered to lie upon 
the table. 

The Order of the Day was then called for, and Mr. Rous 
and Mr, Dallas appeared as counfel for the £aft-India Com- 
pany j 
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pany ; Mr. Hardingc and Mr. Plonicr as counfcl for the 
direftors. 

Mr. Rous opened the caufe of his clients in a very mafterly 
manner. He ftated, in very warm and exprcffive ianguagjf, 
the enormity and injuftice of fhc prefcnt bill. He obferved 
that as there was no fpecific charge brought againft his coDfti* 
tuents, he would be under the ncceffity of proving thdir 
merits with the public, by evidence at the bar of the Houfey 
and to prove the aftual fituatiort of India, by the laft advices. 
Under the firft head, Mr. Rous ftatfed, that the additional 
cuftoras paid by the Eaft-India Company, for fifteen years,' 
were the acquitments of the Dewannee, and exceeded the 
fum of the fifteen years antecedent to that period, in the fum 
of five millions flerling. That the fum paid by the Coofi* 
pany to the public, as their participation o£ the territorial 
•revenues, was three millions fterling; fo in faft the Cura- 
pany was, to this moment, a confiderablc lofer by the terri- 
torial acquifitions, though the nation had been a gainer, for 
the fums expended by the Company in acquiring ihofe re- 
venues, exceeded their receipts in the fum of five millions and 
upwards. But the acquifition of the Dewannee had, in every 
point of view, been a moft important objeft to the Britim 
nation. Mr. Rous then ftated, that the exports from this 
country, fince the territorial acquifitions, had amounted laft 
June to about five hundred thoufand pounds. He next re- 
marked upon the flourifhing ftate of the Company's credit • 
and laid, that if Parliament would give them leave to borrow, 
their debt to the ftate would inftantly be paid off. The 
credit of the Company could only bedeftroyed by the paffing^ 
of the prefcnt bill. Mr. Rous then faid he would bring evi- 
dence to prove, that in Bengal, Bahar, Benares, and Oude, 
we enjoyed profound peace, a firm government, an encreafing 
revenue, and had efFefted a reduftion of expences. The 
Carnatic was evacuated. The account of the peace had ar- 
rived in India, and all hoftilities had ccafed between us and 
the French. That peace was concluded on fuch terms with 
the Marattas as muft make it lafting; and fuch was Tippoo 
Saib's fituation, that he had undoubtedly made peace with us, 
under the terms of the Sixteenth Article of the Treaty of 
Peace. Of this Mr. Rous faid he was fo confident, that be 
would forfeit his head if it was not the cafe. After dwelling 
very fully on thefe fcveral heads, Mr. Rous proceeded to call 
in fcveral witnefles, 

The 
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The evidence continued forfeveral hours. The charters,- 
a&s of Parliament^ grants, and other authentic documents 
of the Company's tenure and ftate, were read; The evi- 
dence was claffed under feparate heads, and evidence^ 
written and oralj brought to each point. When the 
counfcl came to propofe, to prove that peace was reftored to 
the Carnatic, 

Lord Loughborough rofc and obferved, that the counfel had Lord 
already gone a great deal more at length into evidertce tha<i l^ughbo* 
wa$ neceffary, and by abandoning the only true^ fenfiblCj and '**"*^* 
rational way m which written evidence could be given^ had 
uaifpent much of their Lordfhips' time^ atid at the fame 
tin^e, afforded their Lord(hips lefs real information than they 
might have derived, had the written evidence been adduced / 
in the ufual and cuftomary method, which was by authen-' 
ticating the feveral papers by the proper officers, and hand- * 
ing them up to the table. Inftead of this, they had gone 
into queftion and anfwer upon the whole, and by that means 
ib lengthened out the bufinefs, that he could not for his pare 
help fufpedihg, that the learned gentlemen at the bar had 
been inftrufted to take up as much of the time of the Houfe • 
as their ingenuity could fuggeft, in order to prolraft the biU^ 
and thus prevent its paffing till it were too late to bp fent to 
India in February next, which every body who knew any 
thing of the be ft period of the year for fetting fail for Afia^ 
knew February to be. The bill, his Lordfhip faid, had, by . 
a variety of rumours and mifreprefentations that had been" 
fpread abroad, been mifconceived and mifunderftood* He 
could not therefore but feel extremely anxious to come as 
foon as poffible to that fair examination of it, that would 
fhew it in its true light, andrefcue it from all the calumny . 
and falfehood that had been caft upon it. If it were longcif 
delayed, the mifchiefs would become ferious, and the moft 
fatal confequences might attend its arrival in India, where 
it would in that cafe probably find a faftion ready formed to • 
oppofe it, and a party envenomed with falfe prejudices againft 
it, prepared to defeat its purpofes. From the little attention 
that the greater part of their Lordfhips had paid to the evi« 
dence already (and he by no means blamed their Lordfhips* 
for not haviog paid more attention, becaufe moft of what 
had been proved, was perfeftly immaterial to the bill) but 
from the little attention paid already, it was ftot very likely 
that they would pay a great deal of attention to the mafs of 
dull, dry, and unintercfting matter, that the counfel were 
preparing to lay bcfgsc their Lordlhips ; as therefore he had 
Vol. XIV, H \«!l^^^ 



^ PARLIAMENTARY A. 178^ 

before waited for the difcreiion of the counfel in vain, and 
was confirmed in his fufpicions, that their going fo much at 
length into a recital circumftantially and verbally, of matters 
a^lready in print, of matters of public notoriety, and which 
. neither the bill, nor thofQ who were friends to it, pretended 
to difpute, was done for the purpofe of protrafting the paf* 
fing of the bill ; he Ihould endeavour to fave the learned 
gentlemen at the bar, and their Lordfhips fome trouble, by 
moving that they be reftrained from going into proofs of the 
^ Carnatic*s having been evacuated, and peace being efta- 
blifhed in it, as it was a faft univerfally admitted. 
Lord Thur- Lord Thuriow diflFered entirely with the learned Lord rc- 
^°^* fpefting the evidence that had already been produced. He 

conceived the counfel had afted with the greateft propriety; 
their clients had employed them to do what ? only to refcuc 
them from a general imputation laid againft them in a bill, 
for it brought no fpecific charge. How was it poilibte for 
them to defend themfelves, otberwife than by producing, in 
the firft inflance, authentic documents to their right, and 
afterwards, by a fair ftateroent of their tranfaftions and cir- 
cumftances, to prove they had not abufed that right. H« 
agreed with the learned Lord, that fome part of the evi- 
dence which had been produced at the bar might as well have 
been omitted ; but he was far from faying, that held good 
with regard to the difpatches that were to prove that peace 
was eftajblifhed in India; and for this plain reafon — the 
preamble of the bill flated, that by the mifmanagement of 
the Company, they had l3rought themfelves almoft to a 
bankrupt ftate, and that it required the immediate interpofi« 
tion of Government to fave them from ruin. Now if they 
could adduce evidence to prove they had not mifmanaged, 
but that their finances here were not defpicable, and their 
fituation abroad in a flourifhing ftate, furely the preamble 
of the bill could not be founded in faft, an4 that plea of nc- 
ceffity, which had been fo ftrenuoufly dwelt upon, did not 
exifl^ for then there could be no neceflity for this mcafure. ' 
Ay, but then, fays the learned Lord, if the bill does not paft 
immediately, which is folely for the regulation of the Com- 
pany's affairs at home, it will totally prevent gentlemen from 
failing in proper time to take upon them their appointments 
in India. What advantage was intended by that argument, 
he was entirely at a lofs to comprehend : but even admitting 
the Company were aftually the culprits they were faid to be, 

would 
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would theif Lordfhips have it recorded in their journals, that 
they had rcfufed to give them an opportunity to eftablifh 
their innocence ? Should it be faid, the conftitution of thi« 
country 'allowed an individual, where his property was con- 
cerned, to appear by counfel at the bar of that Houfe, and 
give his reafons why they ftiould not proceed ; and yet, 
when an aft was brought in to deprive a corporate body of 
their charter, and to inveft their property in the hands of 
ftrangers, their counfel Ihould be checked, and reftrained 
from produci^ig that evidence which, in all likelihood, would 
prove their affairs were in lb excellent a train, that it would 
not be in the power of niifmanagemcnt, in the power of 
whoever this bill might appoint, to put them in diforden 
If the learned Lord had thought the counfel were guilty of 
mif-fpending their Lordfhips' time, why did he not ftate his 
fufpicions fooner? Why did he leave it till peace was men- 
tioned, anci proofs were offered of its being ratified, with 
the authorities,, and that hoflilities were ceafed in the Car- 
jiatic? Thefe werecircumflanccs that would not, moft cer- 
tainly, aft very forcibly in criminating the Company for 
mifmanagemcnt, or for having' brought themfelves on the 
verge of ruin; perhaps it was upon this principle they had 
been objefted to. When parties were admitted to the bar 
of that Houfe, their cafe would be peculiarly hard, if any 
npbl^ Lord could get up and reftrain the counfel from what 
might very likely be the moft material part of his evidence. 
Could fuch a meafure be called juflice ? If not, fhould it be 
faid that the firfl court of judicature in this kingdom gave 
fanftion to it ? He truflcd not. The people's rights ought 
to be held facr<;d ; and it would be highly fubverfivc of thofe 
rights, in his opinion, to punifh where no delinquency was 
proved, to cenfure where every approbation was due. The 
bufinefs before your Lordfhips is of fuch a complicated and 
critical defcription, that every fpecies of information will be 
found indifpenfable to a fair apprehenfion of it. And in- 
flead of blaming counfel for giving you too much, your 
Lordfhips ought to thank them for the pains they have taken 
to contraft/it into a' proper form, and prefent it at your 
Lordfhips' bar under a clear and connefted point of view. 
They might, inflead of a few papers, not tedious or com- 
plicated, they might have infifled on reading five hundred 
volumes : this, however, they had relinquifhed for fuch an 
abflraft of the whole, as may not interfere either with 
the patience 01; the ordinary mode of the Houfe. The 
H 2 learned 



PARLIAMENTARY A. 1785. 

learned Lord had dwelt much upon the idea^ that it was a 
wi(h with fome perfons to protraft the bHl. Rumours may 
be propagated of fuch a tendency, as to fruftrate all the pur- 
pofes of the bill. Who would have expelled an 6bfei vation rf 
this fort from the learned Lord } Miniftry ought to be the laft 
jit leaft, to hazard fuch furmifes. Who knows not how in- 
duftrioufly their creatures are occupied in this kind of worH? 
For his part, he thought it of too much coniequence to be 
paiTed haftily through that Houfe. He could with their 
Lordfbips to confider it as he did, as a bill of the utmoft 
confequence and greateft importance; then would they exa- 
^ mine minutely in^o every argument that could be adduced, 

iand determine on fa6^s, not on general implication. The 
^ papers, it was likewifc faid, were generally knc.vn ; they 
were in every body*s hands. This, to be lure, in a grdat 
meafure, he could not deny ; for he fuppofed their Lofdfhips 
were as well acquaintpd how they came in every body's hands 
as he was ; a gentleman had fent them ro him, ai>d he 
doubted not that very few of their Lordfhips had been 
omitted. 

It was, however, very lingular to him, that the learned 
Lord, who certainly was an ornament to his profeflion, 
ftlould objeft to papers as evidence, becaufe they were print- 
ed ; this was a new doftrine to him : bur, however, ihc 
papers that were now offered, and were objefted to, were not 
printed, they were fiot in every body's hands, for they had 
not long been received, therefore they rertamly might be 
admitted without giving offence to the noble Lord on that 
head, and prove fome information to the Houfe, as they 
would, perhaps ; there did not exift that prcffing neccflity 
for paffing this bill, as had been held forth in another place : 
it is therefore hoped yogr Lordfliips will beware how you 

})roceed. Violate not the rules of the Houfe, in complai- 
iance to a meafure which originates in an open violation of 
whatever is mod facred and dear to Engl i(h men. Refpeft 
your own dignity, and the privilege of Parliament. Forms 
are the hedges of the conftitution. The moment thefe are 
broken down, that is loft. 
dLough- Lord Loughborough replied, and cleared bimfelf from the 
^^' ridicule pointed at him by Lord Thurlow, while he endea- 
voured to refute much of his Lordfhip's reafoning, by fhew^ 
ing.it was deduced from falfe premifes. With regard to 
the little hour that the noble and learned Lord had held:up as 
/Spmere atri^e^ th^t was not the matter^ he n^ded not one 

littld 
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little hour, nor two, Dor three, nor four, but he dreaded 
thofe hours l>eing lengthened into weeks, and that the bill 
would by that means be pafl'cd too [ate to do any good. He 
ftated to their Lordfhips that there was another bill, a part ^ 

of the fame plan yet to come from the other houff, and 
fhewed that it was highly important that the bill then before 
their Lordfhips, if it paffed at all, fhould pafs with as little 
delay as poffible. The (hips for India muft be ready to fail 
fome time in February, and many things befides the mere 
paffing of the bills were neceffary. With a view of that 
event, whatever the noble and learned Lord near him (Lord 
Thurlow) might think of rumours, he mentioned it as a 
fa£V, that a rumour was circulated, and had reached his eat' 
fince he came to that Houfe, that the counfel had been ac- 
tually inftruded and enjoined by their clients, to protraft 
the time by every poffible manoeuvre m their power. He 
therefore had deemed it his duty to apprize their Lordfliips 
of a circumftance which it became them to treat as it de- 
ferved. This objefiion, however, was founded- on the nature 
of the bill, as independent alike of whatever might be the 
, prefent ftate of India. It was for thefe, and other reafons 
that he ftated, that he wilhed jo have as much of their 
Lordfliips* time in hearing evidence as he could, and with 
a view to objeft tb the Eaft-India Company's producing any ' 
evidence that they thought material to their cafe; nay, fo 
far was he from wifliing this, that he had expreflly declared, 
he was ready to admit all: they were procgedino; to prove, 
.which they had opened to the Houfe, and that for the beft 
reafon in the world, viz. becaufe he believed no man alive 
had the leaft doubt of the Carnatic being evacuated, and 
peace being reftored there. 

The Duke\of Richmond dcCired the queftion might be read ThcDdkeof 
as foon 13^ was reduced to writing. Richmmd. 

The ^arl of Mansfield left the woolfack, and faid, he The Earl of 
hoped the Houfe would come to an agreement, without put- Mansfield, 
ting thcLqueftioft that had been moved. \ In cafes where a 
bill depending materially afFefted the property of individuals, 
it was genei-ally ufual with the Houfe, to (new thofe indi- 
viduals cytry indulgence poffible, and to ufe as much deli- 
cacy in piffing fuch a bill as the nature of the cafe would ad- 
mit. The pfefent bill was extremely fevere on the petitioners 
at theirXordfliips' bar, and therefore he had imagined their 
Lordfhips had hitherto Ihewn fo much patience. A great - 
deal of the evidcocc already produced, he was inclined to 

think 
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think might have been fpared, but what the counfel were now 
about to produce, appeared to him to be the moft nnaterial 
for them to (hew of any that they could oflPer; with regard 
,to delay — afFefted delay ought to be avoided, but fuch delay 
as was neceflary to do the bufinefs in a becoming manner,. 
I Ihould certainly not be avoided; he hoped, therefore, the 
noble and learned Lord would wave his motion, and that the 
Houfe would indulge the counfel, and pennit them to pro- 
ceed. The queflion on which the Houfe was called to de- 
cide, would, in his Lordfhip's apprehenfion, be materially 
afFefted by that faft. He owned, however, that the bill de- 
ferved immediate inveftigation, and that too much difpatch 
could hardly b^ given to it, for the reafons the learned Lord 
had affigned. But his Lordfhip imagined that much unoe- 
ceflary delay would be occafioned by the prefent motion. 
He could therefore have wiftied, his Lordfliip had not on 
that account propofed them, and that the counfel had been 
allowed to give them in his own way. What referred to the 
Carnatic he prefumed would not be long, as he apprehended 
it was only a letter from Lord Macartney, afcertaining the 
perfeft evacuation of that country. 
Ld. Lough- Lord LougMorougb faid, though not affefled by any thing 
boro»»gh. yg^ advanced, he was willing, as far as his fingle voice went, 
to forego, find to give the counfel whatever inddlgence the 
Houfe might think proper to grant them. He had no dif5- 
cutty to comply with advice that came from a quarter he fo 
much rcfpeftcd. His Lordfhip therefore, after afligning a 
few reafons for fo doing, declared, that with permiffion of 
their Lordfhips, he would withdraw his motion ; and, as far 
as it depended on him, permit the indulgence defired. 
ThcDukeof The Duke of Richmond would not fufFer the matter to pafs 
Richmond. Cq^ pjjs Grace faid, what the petitioners claimed was a 
right, and not an indulgence. Every fubjeft had a right to 
petition •Parliament agajnft a bill attacking his property, 
and it was a debt of juftice in the prefent cafe, and to bc 
paid them as fuch, and not granted as a favour or a boon, 
which the Houfe had a difcretional power to grant or refufe^ 
and he wifhed noble Lords, in throwing out general things, 
would never fufFer any language or phrafeology to efcape 
them not ftriftly c^nftitutional. In his opinion, the juftice 
of the Houfe, as well as the franchifcs of the fubjeft^ was 
intirnat^ly connefted with the queflion before their Lord- 
ihips. And thefe, in his mind, were objefts m\jch more 
valuable than all India, What colour would this be to pri- 
vileges 
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vileges as fundamental and facrcd as any which »thc laws 
provided ? A Company are not only deprived of their pro- y 

perty, but grofsly calumniated. They came before this 
Houfe abundantly prepared to have viodicared their rights^ 
and in the very midft of their evidence are Hopped, their' 
counfel deranged, and their defence confequently defeated. 
He therefore appealed to the juftice and the dignity of the 
Houfe in behalf of the Company and their rights. 

Lord Thuriow was rather hurt by the boon which" the LordThw- 
noble and learned Lord held put to the Company by way of *®^' 
compromife. Neither did he rightly- comprehend the expe- 
dition fo ftrenuoufly urged on the occafion. The whole 
affair ftruck, his Lordfhip rather ludicroufly, as if it were 
the intention of Government to fend out their new plan of 
Afiatic regulation by halves, in order that one part might 
ferve or>ly as a prologue to the other. It was, indeed, but 
too obvi<5Us, that a breach was meditated in the body of evi- 
dence, in order/to throw the whole into confulion. 

His Lordfhip took notice of a praftice in the Committee 
for trying the validity of eleftions, by which counfel wer« 
often intimidated apd difconcerted in fuch a manner, as to 
render their befl digcfled fyflem of agitation abortive. 

Lord Grantley faid, he got up to exempt himfelf from the LordGraat- 
cenfure thrown upon the Houfe by the noble and learned **^* ^ 

Lord, who had faid very little attention had betn paid to the 
evidence already exhibited. He had liflened to it from the 
firfl: to the lafl, and fo far from its appearing at all undecef- 
fary, he would prove its relevancy. His Lordfhip then 
flatcd the heads of the Company's cafe, as opened by Mr. 
Rous; and contended, that the proof already adduced, ap- 
plied clofely to fuch parts of that cafe, as evidence had yet 
been called to. His Lordfhip faid, if the counfel could make 
it out, and they fcemed very likely fo to do, they would 
make out a very ttrong cafe indeed. His Lordfhip after this 
reprehended Lord Loughborough for having faid, the counfel 
appeared to have been mflrufted to protraft the bill. Such 
a rcfleftion, his Lordfhip faid, ought not to have been 
thrown on the learned Gentlemen by any Lord, but leaft of 
all, by a noble and learned Lord, who had been bred up to 
the fame profeifion, and who now prefided over one of bis 
Majefly's Courts of Law in Weftminfler-hall. He aliened 
his abfolute independence of /all parties, and W^iS happy that 
his mind met the prefent bufinefs altogether unwarped by 
prejudice Of connexion of any kind. He did not, however, 

fublcribe ^ 
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fubfcrib^ implicitly to the doftrinc held out by the noble and 
learned Lord who had objefted to the evidence at the bar. 
The relevancy of the evidence to the bill in queftion he 
thought very plain. The Company were charged with im- 
proper management. How could they otherwiic proceed in 
their own vindication than by fuch a iyftem of proof as their 
coiinfel now offered to their confidcration ? The learned 
Lord tells the Houfethat the paper refpcftihg the recom- 
mencement of peace in the Carnatic is printed. What ! 
does the noble and learned Lord infer from that, our obliga-* 
tion to take all the lyes and falfehoods in circulation as fa€ksf 
becaufe they may be printed ? He muft know better. This 
Houfe is not competent to receive any other evidence ihaa 
what is legal and juft. 
Ld. Lough- Lord Lou:^hborough replied to Lifel Gr»ntley, and juftified 
*»^f<>»8^- himfelf from that noble aftd leartTed Lord's cenfures. He 
faid, he had made no refleflion upon the counfel, nor was it 
likely for him to wifh to check ihem. They were not young 
and inexperienced counfel, but men of fcience, of Ikill, and. 
' of ability in their profeffion ; men not capably of being in- 

' . timidated from a due difcharge of their duty by him, or anj;. 

other Law Lord in that Houfe. But had he been weak and 
vain enuugh to attempt fuch a thing, there were noble and 
learned Lords, that he faw on all fides of him, who would 
no doubt have been ready enough to rife and prove them* 
felves advocates for the learned gentlemen at the bar. 
Burl of Ef- The Earl oF Effingham declared, he fhould not have taken 
fiiigham. ^j^y (hare in the debate on that part of the bufinefs, but for 
an expreffion that had dropped frcMH a noble and learned 
Lord in one of his fpeeches. That noble and learned Lord 
had talked of another bill, a part of the fame plan that was 
yet to come up from the other Houfe. Of that bill he had 
not before heard ; he thought it a very good reafon for their 
Lordfhips delaying to pafs the prefent bill, till they had the • 
other before them, and faw the whole of the plan at once* 
He begged leave, therefore, to lay in his claim to enlarge 
upon this idea, when the fit time came for them to debate 
the merits of the hill. 
The Earl of The Earl of Ma>isfield Tihtv this told the counfel to pro- 
Mansfield. ^^^^| . ^,j^^^ jyjj,^ Dallas called witncflVs to lubftantiate the 
Company's ftate of their affairs, which he proved article by 
article, but did not eftabliflx them all as charges of which 
I the recovery was fuxe, 

Mr. Dallas 
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Mr. Dallas declared, that the (hortnefs of the time allow- 
ed him for preparation, ?and that feveral of the witnelTes they 
wifhed to have examined had gone off, that fome of the 
books they wifhed to have fubmitted to the infpe£lion of 
their Lordlhips, as effential to the caufe, had been negle6\ed 
to be brought np, rendered it impoffible for him to proceed 
farther ; and it being then paft eleven oVlock, he hoped 
their Lordlhips would have the goodnefs to indulge him till , 
the next day. 

On hearing this^ mixed exclamations of adjourn ! adjourn ! 
go on ! go on ! came from the different fides of the Houfe, 
whereupon 

The Earl of Carll/k rofe, and in a fhort fpeech expoftu'- EarlofCtiw 
lated on the unrealbnablenefs of any want of preparation *'^** 
being pleaded by the gentlemen at the bar. His Lojrdfhip 
laid, a great deal of the time of the Houfe had been fpent 
in liftening to a vaft variety of evidence, much of which^ 
he would venture to fay was fo far unneceffary, that it tended 
to throw no new lights upon the fubjef)^ and was nothing 
m6rc than going into proofs of matters which neither the bill 
nor its friends had ever pretended to difpute. If the Houfe 
was to make it a rule to adjourn on the mere fuggeftion of 
counfel, and as often as they thought proper to fay they 
were unpreparedly and begged for more time, they would then 
lie at the mercy of the learned profeffion, and it would be 
almoft impoffible to bring any proceeding to a conclufion. 
He ftiould, therefore, hope the Houfe would order the 
learned gentlemen to proceed, and woirld let them go on as 
long as they decently could be fuffered to take up the time 
of the Houfe. 

The Duke of Chandos faid the bill was a matter of fo ex- Duke ©f 
traordinary and fo ferious a nature, that every part of it ^*'»***>*' 
ought to be examined with the moft fcrupulous attention ; 
and above all, the neccffity for any fuch meafure, ought to 
be eftablifhed to the fatisfaftion of every one of your Lord- 
fhips. .That neceffity could not be better learnt than by 
going into an ample inveftigation of the flare of the Eafl- 
India Company's affairs. The counfel then at the bar hjd 
laid a confiderable portion of very material evide^ikre. alrOl^ 
before the Houfe ; they had now been at the bar feven hourS) 
and had'defired to have till the next day to prepare more 
evidence. His Grace faid, he thought the requefl: perfeftly 
rcafonable, and therefore he fliould move to adjoqrn, 
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EarlFiti- Earl FitTiiWiiJiam declared his difapprobation of the mo- 
wiUiam. ^Jq^^ He could not \hink there was the Icaft pretence for 
the gentlemen at the bar to expeft their application for 
farther time to* prepare thcmfelves, fhould meet with indul- 
gence, fipcethe petition, in fupport of which they had beco 
heard fo many hours, had been prefented fix days ago ; and 
fince the very fame gentlemen had appeared at the bar of the 
Houfe of Commons as advocates for a fimilar petition pre- 
fented to that Houfe againft the fame bill. His Lordfhip 
defired the Houfe particularly t© take notice of what had 
fallen from the learned counfel in his opening, when he bad 
told thVm that he had not received thofe inflruftiox)?, in 
• confequence of which he had proceeded to examine the wit- 
, nefle? produced that day, till eleven o'clock the preceding • 

*' night, or eleven o'clock that day. The declaration, the 
tarl faid, confirmed him in thofe fufpicions hinted at earlier 
in the day, that there was an intention to procraftinatc and 
delay the bill as much as poffible, in order by that means to 
prevent its being paffed. He appealed to the Houfe in ge- 
neral, whether fo odd a circumftance as the negle£king to 
give counfel inftruftions in due time, againft a bill that had 
been for fomc weeks before Parliament, did not carry with 
it a very fufpicious appearance ? He hoj^d, therefore, the 
Pot|fe would render fruitlefs any fuch attempt, and that they 
wouy concur with him in direfting the counfel to. proceed, 
X^ri Ferrers E^rl Ferr^rf then rofe, and faid, my Lords, I am forry to 
be obliged tp trouble your Lordfhips at ihis late hour; but ^ 
^he great regard I have for my King and the conftitution of 
ihis kingdom, forces me to ftand forth in its defence, and ajl 
a truly independent Lord of Parliament, being thoroughly 
fatisfied that' if this bill pafles this Houfe, nobody can be 
fafc under the exertions of the Icgillative power, and parti- 
cularly as there js pne precedent to quote on this occafipnji 
^hich is but a fmall one in comparifon with this, though \% 
was a Lord of. this Houfe (whofe eftate was above 5000I. 2^ 
year) was taken from him and vefted in the hands of ioup- 
truftees, with a power of leafing and cutting down the wood^ 
with a receiver on his whole eftate, to pay an annuity of 
QOol^a ypar. I beg leave to fay farther, that I am totally 
a^^inft hurrying bills through the Houfe, which can very 
r^icly be done with any good dc fig n ; and we have an in- 
ftsnc^.in t!ie laft year of what the public fufFered by hurry- 
ing tlie Receipt Tax through this Houfe, which I. endeavour- 
ed to prevonr, and would have informed the Miniftry what 

would 
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would be tH«i confcquente, if they would httvc permitted 
mcj which would have prevented the people in all the manu- 
fafturing towns, long tormented with fuch. a vexatious tax, 
befide the dilcredit it has been ta the Minifter, which I 
would have faved him from, I am, therefore, for giving a 
bill of this magnitude axid confequencc its full weight and 
confideration, and for that rcafon fliall join moft heartily in 
the motion for an adjournment. 

Lord Sidney alfo faid^ the bill was of too much importance Lord Sidney 
to be hurried, and declared, before their Lordihips pafled 
fuch a bill, they were bound to hear the petitioners in the 
ampleft manner* - 

The Duke of Chandos rofe again, and declared he addrcfled Duke of 
himfelf to the feelings of the Houfe, begging that their ^**"'*'*°'- 
Lordihips would confider, whether after the learned gentle- 
men had been on their legs at the bar for fevcn hfturs, in- 
commoded by the croud around them, and fatigued with the 
heat they all felt, and after they had rcquefted till the next 
mornijtig only to prepare themfelves, it was confiftent with 
their own charafter and their own. dignity to infift on their 
proceeding, efpecially at fo late an hour of the night ? 

The Duke of Portland faid, he (hould willingly have Duke of 
agreed to the motion propofed by the noble Duke, and have P^"**'*** 
acceded to the requifition of the counfel, had thc-e appeared 
to him to have been the fmalleft reafon to juftify the latter. 
But as the bill had been in Parliament for fome weeks, as it 
propofed a meafure that had fxren much canvaflcd and talked 
of, and as that meafure was of very coniiderable importance, 
and from its nature, and the nature of the fubjeft to which it 
applied, fuch as ought, if adopted by the wifdom of their 
Lordfhips, to be adopted with as little delay as the forms of ^ 

Parliament would admit, he could by no, means give his 
confent to the motion. Being upon his legs, the Duke faid, 
he would mention a matter to which he begged their Lord- 
ihips' moft ferious attention, fince it materially concerned 
the conftitution of tlic country. A rumour had prevailed for 
the laft three days, that had given him very great alarm in- 
deed ; fo much alarm,| that he had determined to ftate it to 
their Lordfhips on the very firft day that they met, after it 
begaa to be in circulation ; and he fhould, he faid, have 
done it much earlier in the day, but that he was loth to 
break through the regiiarity of their proceedings, or draw 
off the attention of the'Houie from hearing cOunfcl againft 
a bill, whidi certainly was of great importance* Since th^t 
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l)ill had been brought into Parliament, the public had been 
inflamed againft it in the moft induftrious, and, in Ibme de- 
gree, moft luccefsful manner. No arts, however unfair, how- 
ever unwarrantable, had been left untried, to run it down^ 
and excite a general alarm, in confcquence of a grofs miffe- 
prefentation of its view and its objed. Among other arts^ 
rumours of difFerent kinds had bec;n circulated with the moft 
fed^lousinduftry; and a late rumour of a very extraordinary 
nature indeed. In that rumour, the name of the moft facred 
charafter in thp kingdom hadlbeen afperfed, and the name of 
one of their Lordfhips, he hoped, abufed ; but certainly 
fuch was the compleftion of the rumour, that he fhould he 
wanting in regard to hi$ own character, wanting in that love 
and zeal for the conftitution, which, he trufted, had ever 
marked and diftinguiflied his political life ; wanting in the 
duty he owed to the public as a Minifter, if he did not take 
an opportunity, if it turned out to be true, of propofing 21 
meafure upon it to their Lordfliips, that would prove they 
felt the fame jealoufy, the fame deteftation, and the fame 
dclire to mark and ftigmatize every attempt to violate the 
Conftitution as he did. 
hike of The Duke of Richmond rofe, and declared, that fron> the 

Ucbmond hi^t the noble Duke had thrown out, it was impoflible to 
fay to what he alluded^ In a matter of fo much ferioufnefs, 
. he ought to fpeak our, and to make a fpecific charge, that 
thofe it might affeft, fliould be able to meet it fairly, and 
bring it to a plain and direct iffue. The noble Duke might 
allude to one thing, or he might allude to fomething elfe ex-<» 
tremely difFerent, which was at that time in his recolleftion. 
A newfpaper, which he had in his pocket, his Grace faid, 
contained as indecent and as fcandalous a paragraph, as ever 
he had met with; perhaps the noble Duke alluded to the 
fa£ls there ft a ted. He would read it to the Houfe. Hi* 
Grace then read the following article from an Evening Paper 
of Saturday : 

*' A moft injurious and abfurd rumour prevailed yeftcr- 
day, and was circulated with great induflry through the 
various parts of the metropolis, that his Majefty had givea 
a direft intimation to his Minifters that he was hoftile to the 
Eaft- India bill, and that they in confequence had refignedi 
their refpeftive employments. We have the beft authority 
for affuring our readers, that no part of this report is true. 
To give a greater air of credibility to the falfchood, it was 
rcprefentcd that this event had taken place in confequence of 
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a conference tliat Earl Temple had held with his Ma- 
jefty on Thurfday laft ; the reful): of which was faid to have 
been a pofitlve affu ranee on the part of the King, that the 
bill in queftiqn was in the higheft degree difagrpeable to him. 
This concomitant part of the ftory, however, is an evident 
and indifputable libel upon the chara£ters of both thefe great 
perfonages concerned in it; for we can affurc our readers, 
(alfo from the beft authority) that his Majefty has given his 
. gracious concurrence and approbation of thcconduft of his 
Minifters with refpcA to the India Bill a thoufand times in 
the clofet ; nay, indeed, as often as it has been mentioned 
there. Now to fuppofe or impute to any man, much lefs to 
this facred charafter, fo defpicable a degree of confirmed 
duplicity as* that of his having approved and patronized a 
meafure in all the ftages of its progrefs, from its firft adop- 
tion, till its third reading in the Houfe of Commons, and yet 
that he was in faft averfe to it, is too grofs for belief, and is 
in this inftance an aft of the higheft dilloyalty. That Lord 
Temple Ihould have circulated fuch a report, knowing it, as 
he muft, to have been founded in direft falfliood, is not ex- 
tremely probable ; and, therefore, the whole muft doubtlefs 
have faieen the impudent fabricatioq of fome hired runner, to 
produce a tempory alarm in the metropolis, and to try to 
cfFeft by tumult, what they could not carry by argument/* 

The above, his Grace laid, was as extraordinary a feries 
of aflertions, declared to come from the beft authority, as 
ever occurred in a newfpaper. Were thefe the rumours to 
which the noble Duke alluded r Were thefe the rumours 
whicH he meant to fubmit to the confideration of their Lord- 
fhips ? Were thefe the rumours which he intended to invetti- 
gate ? He wduld acquaint his Grace, if he did not already 
know it, who was the author of thefe rumours ; it was fome 
hireling fellow, equally undeferving "of bis Grace's patronage * 
and their Lordftiips' notice. 

Earl Temple rofe as foon as the Duke fat down, and faid. Earl Tcm- 
confcious as he was, that 'every word he muft utter, would P^^* 
be entirely unparliamentary; yer, after wliat had been fug- 
gefted by the noble Duke who fpoke firft, and after his name 
had been introduced by the noble Duke who fpoke laft, 
though he muft think not'in the moft parliamentary way, he 
Ihould perfift in defiring to be heard. 1 he noble Duke at 
the head of the Treafury talked of rumours ; let the noble 
Duke make a fpecific charge ; whenever he did fo, he w*ould 
jiot Ih rink from it, but would moet it dircflly. That his 
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Majefty had recently honoured him with a conference, wu 
a matter of notoriety! It was not what he wifhed to deny, 
nor what he had in his power to conceal. Herald, that it 
was the privilege of Peers, as the hereditary confellors of the 
Crown, either individually or colleftively, to advife the 
Crown. He had given his advice; what that advice haci 
been he would not then fay : it was lodged in the breaft of 
his Majefty, nor would he declare the purport of it withOQt^ 
the Royal corTent, or till he faw a proper occafioit. Bnt 
though he would not declare affirmatively what his advice 
to his Sovereign was, he would tell their Lordfhips nega- 
tively what it was nor. It was unfriendly to the principle 
and objefl: of the bill. If thefe were the rumours to whidi 
the noble Duke alluded, he gloried in them; it was the canfe 
of them, and he would ever be ready to meet the noble DakC 
on this ground, confident that he had a£led a dutiful part 
towards his Sovereign, and one worthy the approbation oi 
their Lordlhips. He was aware this fort of language wai 
diforderly ; he begged the Houfe, however, to recoiled, that 
he had not made] it nccefTary ; if^ Lord Temple's name 
had been introduced, it was not the fault of Lord Temple, 
When the noble Duke mentioned rumours, and did not {pf^ 
cify to what he alluded, he had been filent; and he (hooU 
have continued in filence, and have treated every thing rf 
that fort with the fame contempt that he held newfpaper pa- 
ragraps in, had not the noble Dube who fpoke laft, itiade it 
impoffible for him not to rife, and defy the noble Duke at 
the head of the Treafury, to make any charge that he would 
fhrink from. He begged to know therefore what the noUt 
Duke had alluded to ? 
Duke'of The Duke of Richmdnd rofe again, and faid, perhaps he 
Richmond had been diforderly in reading the paragraph from the newf- 
paper, but the noble Duke who talked of rumours, \ai 
done it in a manner fo general and indefinite, that he htti 
thought it highly neceflary to have the matter explained b 
and underftood. If the noble Duke meant to ^take up all | 
unconftitutionarintcrference with the Crown, he would join 
him, and go as far with him upon that theme as he would go 
himfelf ; but then the noble Duke muft go back to his oU 
ground, and leave his prefent connexions : he muft ooc6 
more ad as a whig, and proceed upon whig principles. H^ 
hoped, however, when the noble Duke did take up tlut 
matter, he would uke it up fairly, and not partially. That 
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he would look at home, and draw forth all unconftltutional 
interference with the Crown, that of Minifters as well as 
that of other Lords. He knew, the Duke faid, that it was 
the duty of the fervants of the Crown to be about the King's 
perfon, and to confult and advife with his Majefty upon the 
receipt of foreign advices, upon the management of his fi- 
nances, upon the conduft of the army or navy, upon mi- 
litary and civil promotions, and a variety of other executive 
p fubjefts, in which his Majefty was neceffarily to be confulted; 
but he would contend, it was as unconftitutional for a Mi- 
ni ftci- to advife the Crown, and endeavour to influence his 
Majefty in regard to any bill depending in Parliament, as it 
was for any other perfon. The prefent Adminiftration, he 
afferted, had, from their firft coming in, proceeded to aft in 
defiance to whig principles, and upon the old fyftem purfued 
by thofe whom they formerly oppofed. They. had mani- 
feftly taken unconftitutional ground, and governed by a cor- 
rupt influence. When they firft came in, they had alked, 
the Duke faid, if he would join them. Though he liked 
many in Adminiftration, he forefaw what would follow, and 
his expeftation had not been difappointed. The bill then 
before the Houfe was a proof of the fort of fyftem which 
Minifters had laid down. As* he could not join them, he 
had quitted his fituation, and left the Ordnance. What was 
the confequence? Three gentlemen with no political views, 
Dor in any way connefted with influence, whom he had 
brought into office, were turned out, and three Members of 
Parliament introduced. Another inftance he would adduce, 
and that was, the giving Sir William Gordon, a gentleman 
who had ferved as an AmbalTador abroad, a penfion of lOOoL 
a year. What could this be for, but to give lip his feat in 
Parliament, that they might briiig in a new Member for 
Portfmouth ? 9 very able Member indeed, Mr. Erlkine. A 
third inftance was, the appointment of a noble Lord, late- 
ly Very high in the navivl adminiftration of afi^airs in this 
country, to the office of Ranger of St. James's Park. Was 
this office conferred on him for his eminent fervices in the 
conduft of maritime affairs in this country ? Would the noble 
Puke have the boldnefs to aftert it ? Surely not. For what 
purpofe then were this office and this emolument beftowed ? 
For no other than that he might contribute his influence 
to the fupport of a Miniftry grafping at power through every 
I^^^St Tt^efe wiere reports founded in rumour ; and if the 
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noblC) Duke was fo unfriendly to rumours of fo unconftitu- 
tional a nature, why did he not invcftigate their origin? 
Why did he not impeach their caufc ? Why did he not fub- 
mit them to their Lordfhips^ as in the iaft degree dangerous 
and alarming } 
De/J"^°^ The Earl of Derby begged the noble Duke to look at 
^"^^ home himfelf, before he ventured to impute blame to others. 
When the noble Duke was at the head of the Ordnance^ he 
brought his friends into office, as other men in high fitna* 
tions generally did ; and it was notorious, that two, if not 
more, of thofe friends, were in Parliament, His Lordfhip 
took notice of the rumours abroad for the Iaft three days, 
reprobated fuch unconftitutional means of endeavoaring to 
fobvert a bill, which could not be overthrown by fair arga- 
roent, 
Tatcc of '^^^ Duke of Richmond rofe again, and, in order to juftify 
Ruhmond. himfelf, went into a detail of his conduft while in ofRce. He 
faid he had brou'jjht into the Ordnance, Mr. Crawford, Mr. 
Aldridge, and Mr. Smyth, neither of them in Parliament, 
in the room of Sir Charles Cocks, Mr. Strachcy, and Mr. 
Adam, all of whom were in Parliament ; that Mr. Pelham, 
who hadfucceeded Sir Charles Frederick, as furveyor general^ 
was in Parliament, and Mr. Steele, who was his private f«- 
cretary. Much as he difliked influence, the Duke faid, and 
greatly as he had approved a place bill, it had always becn-a. 
maxim with him, and which had often been declared by hira, 
that one or two gentlemen belonging to each public office 
ought to be in the Houfe of Commons, In his own cafe, he 
hjid but two of his official connexions in that Houfe, viz. 
Mr. Pelham for the board, and Mr. Steele for himfelf. He 
faid farther, that he had on many Occafions flood op for the 
liberties of the people ; he had alio, when occafion required, 
defended the privileges of that Houfe ; and he ftioald be 
equally ready to contend for the conftitutional prerogative of 
the Crown whenever it was attempted to be invaded, as it 
was, he contended, moll violently by the bill then under con- 
fideration. 
The Karl of The Earl of Z)<?riy contended, on the other hand, that if 
^'***^ the noble Duke entertained fo favourable fentimcnts of his 
friend, the honourable gentleman, why would not he extend 
his benevolence to others ? Were they not entitled to the 
fame participation of charitable fcntiments ? 
Ld vifcount Lord Town/hsndfsLid he wifhed to fay a few words, if it were 
Towiiihcnd only for tbepurpofeof calling their Lordfhips' attention back 
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again to the fubjed, that had given rife to the debate, whicfi 
had taken fo extraordinary a turn* It vtras, whether thd 
counfel at the bar (hould be indulged till the lie^t morning to 
prepare themfelves farther, or Ihould be ordered to proceed ia 
the heft manner they could then i This queftion had been 
fiarted an hour iince, fo that out of conipaflion to the two 
learned gentleman, who deiired to proceed no farther, the 
Hou(e had gone into a debate, and kept them flanding at 
the bar a full hour, as little regarded as a couple of hacknejf 
coach horfes ftanding at an alehovtfe door. 

The requeft of the two learned gentlemen, his Lordfhip 
faid, if complied with, he hoped was not meant as a begin- 
ning of more proctaftination than that of a iingle day. He 
• had not yet heard any thing againft the bill that had induced 
him to think of it in ady other light, than that in which the 
noble Duke at the head of the Treafury had placed it. But 
he was certain, if it pafled at all, it was neceiTary to pafs 
with difpatch. The feafon required it. Every body knew 
that it couk) not be fent out to India, fo as to take efFed: 
there early, unlefs it went in February ; there was an end of* 
any reforol^ation in India, therefore, for another year, ihould 
it not be fent out in that month ; and it was for this reafon, 
without meaning to give offence to any individual Lords^ 
that he earneftly hoped no management, no endeavours to 
occafion delay would be praftifed. His Lordihip reported 
what he had faid on Tuefday laft, that he never faw a bill 
more deliberately, nor more carefully conducted through a 
committee, than thp bill had been condu£ted through the com- 
mittee of the Houfe of Commons. Every obje£^ion had 
been liftened to, and every reafonable alteration adopted^ 
He wiflied, therefore, as little delay as poflible might no>^ 
atteqd it. With regard to what a noble Duke, his lucccflbr 
and his predecefibr in office, had faid about influence, he 
was a little furprifed. That noble Duke, upon a coalition 
having been formed before that, now fo much condemned^ 
and which had proved far more unpleafant to him, had been 
made Mafter General of the Ordnance. The noble Duke 
then put his own friends into office. Nobody blamed hitn 
for it ; but if influence was to be talked of, what had turned 
his friends Mr. Strachey, Mr. Adam, and others out ? No- 
thing but influence. Every man at the head of an office, na- 
turally liked to have thofe about him in whom he placed con- 
fidence. For this reafon it was, that when he came In again 
he brought back his old friends. The Ordnance had been 
VolTXIV. - K called 
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called an Augean fta\)le. The noble Duke had fct about 

, cteartfing it, and he thought his friends could bcft affift his 

labours. He, in like manner, chofe to truft his, becaufc he 

thought they cduld remove the dirt away as faft as t^ny other 

people. But to return to the qucftion, he vyifhed their Lord« 

Ihipis would relieve the gentlemert at the bar. 

EariTempie Earl Temple ftill declared himfelf difl'atisfied with what the 

noble Duke had dated in anfwer to his former interrogations 

— he fecmed to decline being explicit. He begged the con- 

dufl: of the noble Duke might be marked — he had called for 

'impeachment, but it had been refufcd him. The part he had 

a6led was agreeable to his beft fentiments, he enjoyed the rc- 

compence of his own mind, and' was proud in the recollection 

of having afted the part of an hoapft man. 

The noble Earl then went into the merits of the biH, a,nd 
contended againft its principle with force and energy. He 
' faid that it Was, in his mind, a direft attack on two out of the 
three branches of the Legiflaturc ; and it contained adoftrine 
of a tendency ib alarming, that he conceived it as his duty, 
and the duty of every Peer, to give the moft public and un- 
equivocal oppofition to a bill, which, if it paffed into a law^ 
would overthrow the deareft privileges of the country, afad 
the beft principles Of the conftltution. It undoubtedly 
would behove tnem, in the faithful difcharge of their duty, 
not only to attend to the rcquifition of the couofel at the bar, 
and adjourn the farther confideration of the bill till to-mor- 
row, but if, when they had fufFered the counfel to bring for- 
Wardevery fpecies of evidence of which they were poffeffcd, 
thfey ftill found themfelves deficient in point of information, 
they muft farther flop, and look around them, that 
nothing might remain unexplored and undifcuffed. — 
He n^eant no unneccflary delay; it was an expedient to 
which he would never have the meannefs to refort ; and to 
prove to the ttoufe that it was not his wifli to retard the bu- 
•finefsin the fmalleft degree, he would inform them, thstt he 
had put off a motion Which he meant to have made for the 
produftion of papers, which he conceived to be tflential to 
the information of the Houfe, before they Ihould proceed to 
the fecond readihg of the bill. He had put it off that the 
counfel might bring forward their evidence ; and as he knew 
' that thejrfnuft go into a long detail of proofs, and examine 
* a number of witneffcs, he was anxious to forward their in- 
tentions, in the hopes that the information which thcy wotrtd 
bring, would be fo full and explicit, as to make the produc-^ 
tiOn of the papers which he alluded to unnecelTary. 

I He 
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, He pledged himfelf, however, that if their evidence w^s 
not fuir and fatisfadory, be would ilill move for thofe pa- 
f>ers; bec^nfe he knew and felt it to be their duty oi\ fuch a 
fubj^6V, to be deliberate, attentive, and c^iutious. He tfulted 
the Houfe would agree with bim in thinking, that the mo- 
tion for adjourning thp bufinefs till next day, was high-' 
ly proper^ and be made no doubt but the qnedion woutd 
be carried* 

The Earl of C(«;tf«/rx alfo fpoke for the neccflity of ad- Earl of 
journing to the next day, At fuch an hour of the night to Coventry. 
think of proceeding to the queftion, would, in his mind, he 
a moft criminal co^nduft j they ought not to fufFer their mea- 
iures, io any cafe,, to be charged with precipitancy; but on 
fnch a question as the prefent, they ought certainly to bear 
every thing that could be faid on tbe fubjeA. 

Earl Fit^william faid, bo was exceedingly happy that the Earl Fitz. 
noble Duke had fo feafonably alluded to the alarming ru- w*^^**°*« 
mour that had been circulated w^ith fo much avidity, and 
by which the facred name of a High Perfon had been fo 
ihameleflly afperfed; (ince it had given an opportunity to 
the noble ilarl, who undoubtedly had been alfo afperfed by thp 
rumQur, to declare in the mpft public manner in his place 
in that affcrobly, that the rumour was in every little unr 
founded and untrue. Every wife man indeed believed, as 
every good tnan wiflied to believe, that fo atrocious and un« 
conftitutional an afperfion on the facred name of Majefty, and 
on the freedom and ipdependence of the two Houfes of Par- 
liament, was the idl^ breath of calumny and rumour, the 
miferable artifice of the day, and not the expedient of any 
bigk and noble charadier> or of any high and potent party. 
A noble Duke who bad fpoken on this bufinefs, had faid, 
that Minifters were as blameable for tbe advice which they 
might give to his Majefty during the paffing of a bill, as 
aiiy other Peer of Parliament. To this he muft fay, thai; 
when it was coniidered that every aft of the Sovereign was 
to be afcribed, to his confidential fervants ; that the King 
can do no wrong ; and that his Minifters were in all inftan- 
ces refponfiblc to their country for the meafures of thp 
Crown, tbe dodrine of the noble Duke would not be ad- 
mktpd ; for no perfon was to go into the King's clofet, and 
give his advice, who was not refponfible to the country for 
the cbnfrquences of that advice. But in the prefent inftance, 
b^ was highly pleafed that the matter had been mentioned, 
K 2 beca^l^ 
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becatsfe the noble Earl had declared it to be in every refpcft 
unfounded and untrue. 
fMTemfU Earl Temple begged that the noble Earl would not give 
to hit words an interpretation which they did not bear. He 
had faidy that the rumour, whatever it was, affeded not 
him, while flung out in the loofe and vague manner in whidi 
it had been ftared* What the rumours in the newfpapert 
might be he knew not ; he paid no attention to any fuch ao* 
cuUtioo. If the noble Duke had fpoljen out, and (aid clear* 
Iv what he alluded to, what he meanty and what was the 
ipecific propofition which was to be fubmitted to that Houie^ 
be fhould have known what to fay. 

He begged it to be underftood clearly and fubftantially, 
that he bad explained no tittle of the conference which he 
had the honour to hold with his Majefty in the clofet. He 
had neither faid what the advice was which he had prefumed 
to give his Majefty, nor what was the refult of his confe- 
rence ; but he (hould neither be afhamed to avow what was 
the advice which be had given, nor would he hefitate te 
publifh what he was empowered to communicate, whenever 
ne fhould be properly called upon to fay fo: in the meaa 
time, no fpccific charge had been brought, nor any de^ 
claration bad been made of any thing avowedly alluding 
to him. 
Etrl Fitf • Earl Fitzwllliam. The noble Earl, fays he, has pofitivcly 
wiUifoi. evaded giving any precifc anfwer to the notice which has 
been taken of the moft alarming rumours. With regard to 
the aflertion of a noble Duke, that the Minifter who (hould 
advife the Crown to fupport a bill depending in Parliament, 
and endeavour to influence the Crown in its favour, would 
aft unconftitutionally, I deny the doftrine. If I know any 
thing of the Britifh conftitution, the reverfe is the fad. The 
Crown can do no wrong. The Miaifter alone is refponflUe 
for every meafure of Government while he is in office. He 
has a right, therefore^ conftitutionally to exert his influ- 
ence with the Crown, and indeed it would be impoffible 
for any government to go on without fuch exertion. The 
cafe is widely dlflerent, as rumour ftated the fafts, to which 
the noble Duke had alluded. Thinking as I do, that a rumour 
of fo enormous a tendency ought to be moft minutely in* 
veftigated, I will beg leave to call the attention of the 
Houie to it direftly. I do not mean^ my Lords, the para-* 
praph which has been read : I do not mean the rumour ia 
the nevfpapers merelyi bqt the rumour which they muft 
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bave all heard, and which is, that he, the noble Earl in . 
my eye, had declared, that he was empowered by a Great 
Perfon, whofe facrcd name fhould never be heard as inter- 
fering in the progrefs of a bill, to fay, that that perfon was 
hoftile to the bill. 

Eatl Temple dcfircd the words to be taken down. EarrrempU 

The Earl of CarltfU faid, it was ufual on fuch occaiions of The Earl of 
delicacy, where words were ordered to be taken down, to ^'^*^- 
fix their prc'cife meaning, in order to . be . difcuffed, * that 
Grangers be ordered to withdraw; and he therefore moved 
that the bar be cleared. 

Here ftrangers withdrew; and it is not in our power to 
ftate accurately what occurred after this. As we learn from 
fundry noble Members with whom weconverfed afterwards, 
the perfonal queftion was foon at an end, by mutual expla*- ^ 

nations of the rumour, without coming to any precife de« 
claration on the part of Earl Temple of whaf occurred in 
riie conference with the King. Earl FitzwiUiam ftated the 
fa£ts as mere matter of rumour, and Earl 1 emple begged 
pardon of the Houfe for giving them fo much ti-oublc. 

Lord Tburltw fpoke; and after fomc farther debate, the w. Thur- 
Houic divided on thc-^notion of the Duke of Chandos, That *°^* 
the farther hearing of couoTel be adjourned to the next day. 
The numbers were. 

Contents, - - - ^ *. 69 
Proxies, - * - - . i^ 

Not*content8, • * - *. 57 
Proxies, . - .* - • 22 

Majority for the adjournment, ... 8 
December I y. 

In purfuance of the order of the day, the Lords were fum- 
moned on the fecond reading of the bill for th> better regu- 
lating the affairs of the Eaft-India Company, &c. which 
beif^ read, and the counfel having ilated that they had no 
more ta urge. \ 

Earl Gower rott and obferved, that, from the bill itfelf, Ur\ Gower 
and from what he had heard fo clearly, ably, and diftinAly 
urged at the bar, he could not refift the impulfe of declaring 
his diffent to^thc bill. He felt it fo forcibly, that he fhould 
not be fatisfied with giving it a filent negative — It went 
to condemn wber^ no criminality was proved ^^ it went to 

rob 
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rob a body of men of their corporate rights, without the 
appearance of guilt, nay, when their innocence wa& clcart^ 
eftablifhed. It had been called a bold and rapid meafure; > 
it was a bold one he would adno'it, for, it appeared to hin^ 
it militated againft the conftitution of this country— .he 
was happy to fee it was confidered as of the greatefk confe- 
xjuence by many noble Lord», as well as himfelf, and had 
brought them, as it had done him, from their country lo- 
tirements. He had not thought of coming to town until he 
received a copy of this bill, which he no fooner read, than 
its-alarming tendency made him determine to fet ofF and gitp 
what weight he pofBbly could towards its rejedion — that 
Houfe had proceeded with the moft- tenacious precautioo^ 
when a body of people were to be deprived of their fran<» 
chifes in another cafe, and were fatisfied of their delinquency 
before they would give their fan&ion and affent to luch a 
meafure ; had any delinquency been proved, had any been 
attempted, by which thefe men had forfeited their chaftercd 
Tights } Certainly not. It was faid they were bankrupts; 
Was that the faft ? Had not the contrary been clearly ad^ 
duced, from authentic papers, documents, and ftatements 
which they had produced in their own behalf, and were now 
upon their Lordfhips' table? He would, however, ftate what 
appeared to him the pretended and the real caufe of this bill. 
It was once pretended, that from the circumftances of the 
Company, the mifmanagement of theii* Direftors, and the 
difobedience of their Servants abroad, aftual ruin ftared 
theuT in the face, and made a neceility for Parliament to 
interfere, to fave them from ruin. The rpal caufe, he fuf- 
pefted, was the amazing patronage that would be acquired 
to the Minifter by this new arrangement. There might be 
a neccffity for keeping the prelcnt Adminiftration upon 
lolid grounds, without the apprehenlion of being removed; 
and the influence that would undoubtedly be acquired by 
this meafure under that confide ration, was very far from 
being contemptible : but wa^ that fufficient for their Ijord- 
fhips to confent to a violation of charter, to the feizurc of 
property, and the annihilation of a Company which had 
maintained its credit as the firft commercial Company in 
the world for upwards of two centuries ? Surely not. They 
would be convinced, that the neceflity for this violent mea- 
fure did aftually exift, before they would adopt ir. If the 
bilV fhould pafsj which he trufted would never be the cafe,^ 
and the influence that it would really throw into the hands 

of 
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of the Minifter was confidercd, he conceived that the title with 

• propriety might be altered to, An Aft for regulating the Eaft- 

India Company, for the better governnient of Great Britain, 

The Earl of CMrliJle faid, if he conld agree with the 
' noble perfon who fpoke la ft, upon any point relative to the 
bill before the Houfe, it would be upon that which beftowed 
commendation upon thofe learned gentlemen at the bar, who 
"undoubtedly had done ample juftice to their clients, by af- 
fixing every objcftion upon this meafure that profeffional 
art and addrefs could poffibly fuggeft to them. With this 
fair tribute to their abilities, it was neceflary to obferve, that 
in the management of the caufe, they had held up to the con- 
templation of the Houfe but one fide of the medal. It was 
his duty to remind their Lordfhips, that that medal had its 
reverie^ and. though it did not fuit the learned gentlemen's 
arguments to make the fame difplay of it as they did of the 
other fide, yet he was perfuadeH their Lordfiiips would not, 
in their jiifticc, fufFer it to be buried in concealment. Upon 
this reverie would not be found any flourifhing charafters 
of modern infcription, but, more according to the mode of 
ancient fimplicity, they might perhaps be able to trace only- 
one foHtaiyword, that indeed a very cmphatical one, the word 
necejpty. That, in fpite of every thing that had been faid 
upon this fubjeft both within the Houfe and at the bar, 
was, he maintained, -the bafis of the pedcftal fufficient to 
prop a larger and a heavier meafure than that which was 
placed upon it. 

The counfel at the bar had condufted their oppofition to 
this bill on three grounds : 

Firft, On the fuppofed confifcation of private property. 

Secondly, On the wanton demolition of the charter. 

Thirdly,. Ob a ftatement of the Company's accounts, 
tending to prove their fituation not that which vindicated 
the meafure here propofed. 

As for the charge of confifcation of private property, it 
was Efficient to fey that it ftood upon a mere affertion, and 
the affertion that it was falfe, might be a fufficient anfwer, 
if it were not eafy, and more refpcftable to that Aflembly, 
to^ flicw, by the regulation of the bill, that no fuch private 
i;ijury could attend any of its operations. Inftead of con- 
fifcatlng the property of individuals, the firft objeft of it was 
to render it more fecurc, and prevent the danger to which it 
was now-liable. That property, it muftbe always remem- 
bered, was a property intimately blended and infeparably 

^ mixed 
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mixed with the general interefts of the public at large. The 
^ueftion was, whether the public had a right, under thia coo- 
Dcfl ion, to watch and fuperintend it, or to let it proceed 
gradually, but viiibly, to ruin, when the moment was not 
pafled in which they could prevent the mifchief ? Wbat wai 
this violence complained of ? That from the proof of miC- 
management fufiiciently manifefted and fufiSciently felt it 
the conduft of the Company's affairs, other truftees fhooU 
be appointed for the Company and the public, from wbofe 
ability and integrity a more lively hope of better manage* 
ment might be fairly entertained. Would the endeavour 
to make the government at home more refped^abie, render tliM 
property more precarious ? Would the attempt to prevent 
diforders and mifconduft abroad^ diminifh or increafe its va- 
lue } Was that induftry of the Legiflature to be cenfured and 
condemned which profefTed to draw the attention and views 
of a commercial Company to the real and fblid objeQsr of 
commerce ; to draw them from the mad purfuit of territorial 
acquiiition, purchafed by the means of unjuft anddeflru&ive 
war ? Separate this property from the public intereft, and 
the interpofition of the Legiflature, which afFe£led its ma- 
nagemenc, would not only he impertinent, but tyrannicaL 
Admit their union, and let them vindicate, if they could, the 
indifference of Government to the diftrefs and danger that 
then threatened the Company's affairs, and which he fhooU 
venture to expofe, notwithfianding the clouds by which thef 
werefo iogenioufly obfcured. 

The demolition of the charter afforded the fecond ground 
of oppofition to this bill. 

To lean to the reafoning of the learned gentlemen at tbe 
bar, they muft conceive that the Britifh conftitution received^ 
its death-blow upon the alteration or refumption of any char* 
tcr; and in arguing fo, they did well to keep back from 
their Lordfhips' recolle£tion the alterations that had been 
■made in this very charter by the Legiflature. The viola* 
tion of the charter was complete when they altered the quar 
lification of the Proprietors* vote. It could not be there- 
fore of that facred nature which forbade the boldaefs of all 
human approach. It was not a religious rayflery, for thojT 
had already pryed into it, and would not admit that they 
had be^n guilty of profanation. It was indeed a folenw 
compaA, made between the State and certain individuals, 
for the promotion of the general intereft. Let them con- 

, ceif^ 
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ccive it poflible that. the. interefts of individuals, grofsly ipi- 
litatiog againft thofe of the public, fhould be found, upoa 
experience, to be the eiTence of fuch a compact ; and indeed it 
would rcqufre more ingenuity than thofe learned gentlemen 
ha,d difplayed, to convince the Houfe that fuch an inftrument 
was not revocable* He knew it was covenanted, that in that 
veflcl, wherein the public ,vere embarked as well as the Eaff- 
India Company, the rudder fhould be given into the hancjs 
of the latter. But had it been covenanted that it fhould be 
given up to them without any condition ? 7 hat the proof <Jf 
ignorance and want of fkill Ihould not b.e confidered as fu^- 
cient to jufUfy the refumption of the power. Let them ob« 
fcrve what, by this reaibning, was the /pirit of the com* 
paft : that .the guidance of the vefTel being once entruiled tp , 
thefe unfkilful mariners, the public muft patiently abide all 
the confequences ; and thoi^gh they perceived they were ruq.* 
ning With obfiinate ignorance upon every danger that the fe^ 
produces, had nothing left but to fold their arms, and g^l- 
lantly-go to the bpttom with, them* If this was not the real 
fpirit of the agreenaent, (and that common fenfe faid it wa^ 
not, would be readily admitted) it might not be beflde the 
purpofc, to enquire whether charters, and any other inflrur 
ments or compa£ls of fimilar defcription, ra-ide between ihjp 
State and a partial divifion of its members, h^d not their 
foundation in fomething more reafopable than fuch extrava* 
gc^nt notions of honour, which, by the removal of mo* 
dern times from thofe of chivalry and romance, were not a( 
prcfcot quite comprehenfible. Was not the general beilefit^ 
and the public advantage, the effence of every compaft of 
this nature } JLf this was laying too much, was tl^e pofitioa 
falfe which s^fiferts, that the general inconvenience and the 
public danger ought to cancel and render revocable every 
iuqh inftrument? It was to this point that .this queftion w^a 
to be broujght. For it was not now matter of difpute whe- 
ther th^t yvhich w^s int^ended as a get\eral benefit run in .too 
partial a qhaooel, c^id pot moiften .ijhe whole foil, and, as ic. 
Qught, transfofe abundant vegetation ai^d univerlal life ; but 
wh'fetlier, from want pf care and induftry, the fprings them- 
felves firere p,pt , nearly choaked pp) and famine and dil'eaf<» 
likely. to. follow t|)e lofs of its waters. 

The courifcl for the Company faid, it was his clients' char* 
tere4 rigl^t to b^;rui()ed as,he chofe. He was no longer free, 
if he might pqt undo himf^^U as he would ; and there was an 
end of all public. jfaitb, if b^ was ilraig|)\eqed in this privl-* 

yoL.XlV* ' L ' ' lege, . 
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lege. Be it fo, as long as he pulled down deftruftion only oo 
his own head. But who were implicated in this ruin heiidet 
himfelf? Every inhabitant of India, fubjeft to ihc Euro- 
pean government, who, by a continuation of the prcTcoC 
fyftem, was to remain without redrefs, or expofed to ncir 
fufFerings and frclh calamity, and who, by the intended al- 
teration of this fyftem, might have a profpeft open of fccu- 
rity and happinels. Added to thcfe millions of fufferersi 
(who had no counfel at their bar to anfwer the learned gcQ«' 
tlemen^s arguments) the whole people of England were moft 
Dearly concerned, who were now to make up the deficienciet 
of the Company, arifing from their incapacity to goveroi 
who'were now to fufFer becaufe ambition, peculation^ and m- 
minality had reduced the Company fo low, as at this mocncut 
to require an exemption of thofe duties due to Governmenr, 
which had been chearfully paid by every other branch of 
their trade, though fubjeft to the fame hardfliips incidental 
to a long and unfuccefsful war. 

He (hould now proceed to the third head of oppofition to 
this billy viz. the ftatement of the Company^s accounts. 

In the examination of the printed ftatement of the Com- 
pany's afFairs, as prefented by the counfel at the bar of the 
houfe, it would appear that there was, on one fide, the enor^ 
inous, acknowledged, undeniable debt of 10,342,6921. 
againft which was placed a great variety of articles, form- 
ing a mafs of property to the amount of 14,31 1,173!. leave- 
ing a balance in the Company's favour of 3,968,4811. 
It was his duty, and a melancholy talk he found it, to prove 
to the Houfe, that this ftatement of property, in fonie of 
its articles, was, at beft, but fpeculative, in others, per- 
fectly fallacious, and confequently inadmiftible; and when 
the pen, direfted by common fenfc and reafon, had erafed 
fuch as never gainecl admittance in this account, except for 
the purpofe of deceiving the Houfe, and the public at large, 
fo great a deficiency would be fliewn, that if it did not 
threaten the immediate bankruptcy of the Company, yet 
was big with fuch extcnfive mifchief and diforder, as not 
only td juftify this parliamentary interpofition, but to ren- 
der a Icfs vigorous attempt on the part of Minifters for the 
fenera) fafety, a negleft and an omiffion of their public 
uties. 

Beginning therefore with the debt of the Company of 
10,342,6921. and taking the account of aflets of 14,31 1,1 73L 
The firft article to be examined was that of 4,200,0001. 

This 
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TWs furn of 4,ioo,OOOl. a debt due from Governinent, 
^ught never to be ftated as an aflet to that amount, becaufe 
Goveraraent, by the terms of acceptance^ was under no ob- 
ligation to return ti»€ principal,' unlefs the monopoly was de- 
ftroyed by its interference, which was not meant or intended 
by the prefent bill. The confequence was, that to produce 
this as an aflet placed in the fcale againft fo much of the ac- 
knowledged debt, the Company muft fell from out of the 2 
per cents^ at the price of the fiock^ not producing more thaa 
p^;oo,oool. Therefore 1,500,000^ muft in reafon be rer 
jeded and cut off from thi* article. 

. ^260,689. Subfijitfue of Frtnch Prifoners. Tl^e only ob- 
lervation on this article was, that the French had not comf- 
plied with it, though every Minifter fince the peace in 1763, 
had aia^ie^the requiution^ {t might bjc improper and impru- 
4]ent to ofF^r more reafons for the refufing this article a place 
on this fide of the account. 

£161,324. Manilla and Hofpital Expences. The Treafiuy 
had regularly refufed to comply with this demand ; and if 
jther9 had been reafons for that non-compliance, it was natu- 
ral to fuppofe tbofe r^afbns {till exifled, and confequently 
nxadp it impoi&ble to admit this for the purpofe it was de« 
figned to anfwer, in liquidation pi the debt. 

£y>OjOOofrQm £1,2 19,092^ Whatever was placed lo the 
article of merchajidife, ought to be admitted ; whatever to 
inilitary ftores conOimable, and perhaps in this moment gone ^ 
and confumed, certainly nor. He underflood that a large 
part of the firft, befides the fecond article, contained mili«- 
tary ftores apd other effei£ts confumed, or in daily confurop* 
tion, and that a reje£lion of at leaft 500,0091. from this, 
.would leaye more than ought 10 be left, x:onfidering it as a 
balance to the dcbt^ 

£i2,QOO. Ships employ/^ in England. This article preh ' 
fumed upon the inftantaneous bankruptcy of the Company^ 
their leaving off trade, and felling the utenfils by which fuctt 
trade was carried^ 00. The abfurdity of this reafoning was 
%Qo gro^; bujt then it was a little extraordinary, that whea 
it was attempted in order to fwell the account on this coLomn^ 
jthat they (honid think of felling their tS^&$ in ordfr to pay 
all their jjuft debts; that the fum originally fiii.bfcribed b^ the 
Proprietors, to the amount of 2,ooo,OQoU was omitted. 
When th^y were ftating their affet§, they were perfons ab- 
folutely leaving off buun6fs ; when they were nating theii: 
4ebt«y they were going on with trade. 
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£25^,616. Houfesj &c. The ftihe rcafoning applied to 
this vvhole articlif, with the addition, that IF thefe tfkBi% 
ihoold be put to'fale to-mor^o^*', they would fetch the mo- 
ney here afferted to be their value ; but thp WhioItB artid^ 
was to be rejefted upon the firft realoping. 

/6 80, 509 . Military Stores. 

27^9,828. Nabob's Debt. He knew very well tbj|t th* 

j|>Iea of poverty in Aiiatic princes lAuft be admitted W}*4 

Caution. They had too much caufe rather to conceal llicir 

wealth, than make an odeniatioui difplay of their treafurcs^ 

It was therefore neceflary, before they determined on tht 

ability of istn Indian prince to fatisfy the demand upon hiai» 

tb exahiine his fituation with attention. In contempUtikii 

that of Afoph ul Dowlah, little expeftation would rife out of 

thai View of his ability to difcharge The debt he was fat3 Vk 

btire. His reafons for his inability were thcie : That no 

, later than 1779, ^® ^^^ neceffitate'd, by the flroirg advid 

fr'oihi the fupreme Governor of tfefigal, to ferzc «pon the jag-* 

fiiifes of tii's mother and his granflrtiothcr ; ftip^nds thai weiri 

not only fecurcd to them undfcr'ihe fcal of filial duty, biK 

Iguarahtced to riiem by the Englifh Government itfcHi, 

6oo,oool. ddt of the demand of 1,400,000!. was paid, add 

left a ftrong inftance, in thehiftoryof Indoftaft, of Matrd« 

frictah piety, under the proper direftion of Chriftian deceticj 

iihd European faith. Jt was but fair tp fupp6fe, that if 

^Hiere had been any other iburcc of wealth within his feach| 

be would not himfelf have attempted fo execrable an a£iioii^ 

jior would the European policy have permitted it, if the mo^ 

ti&j could have been procured by any other means morede^ 

c*cnt dnd lefs flagitious. They were therefore neceflttatcd tA 

%fve fonae credit to the reprefentation he made of hife owii 

fituation, in his letter of the 24th of February, 1780, til 

"^liich he faid, that ^^ the rcfident had obliged Kim TO give 

^p every fhing ; that he had been obliged to ftdp his fefvunts' 

^pcnfiohs, bis parents' jaghires. In the cbuhrry no reiburcei 

yemained. Alas! (he adds) I have elephants, horfes, and 

fcdufes ; if th<jy will fervc my fricrtds, let thetii take them; 

ih this (itijatWh I am in want of daily fubfiftente." Admit- 

Xittg thk ohiy as'pariialty true, yet he cbuld not but refift 

^hfe attempt of pficitig the det)t froth 'a man fo circum- 

-ftiibced, againft la pofitive and undeniable debt. Befidei^ 

JVcn fe'rting ^fide the rcafoning of bis incapacity, a fallai^ 

"wis diftoV^red, baliinU whi^h \ht debt fo'demandcd W^rs tiot 

intended to go into the Compatiy'^ i^ofiera, but to'be ex*- 

. ^ ■ '- ■ pendec} 
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pended in kec^ng tip trcx)p8 for tH^ d«fn|co 6f Ihrprdvi^e, 
Where then would be the affct ? * 

^ 264^ 1 1 pi Miiita^y Stores m^ 

^^968,0 1 2. Nabt>b •/ Jmt^s Debt. If any comfort wai 
derived from this article^ it (houki be obferved it vrzt under 
ftated. His debt was at this time above ;^i,S^^>^^* ^ 
by the next fhips would b^ a great deal more, becanfe the 
longer he owed the money, the more interelt gathered upwti 
it. All the reiidy money that could- be raifed, was expbn« 
tied upon the fervice qf the army. He wafs living a pra* 
£oner aimoft opon Britiih bounty ; his country l^id wafb^ 
and there was not an European Nabob who \roold gire mucli 
for this article. 

^158/C50i The Debt rf Tanpjrt^ Suppofing it (brthctHHf 
ing, it couid not be ondcr the denomiitation of an aflet, he^ 
traufe it was a fubfidy for 'the porymreirt of the forces tfii«> 
ployed ia defend the cocfntry^ and ht was fare the debt c» 
ht incutred by the deficieiR:^^ in o»(e of non payment of 
this fum, was not carried to the other fide. 

^99^,te4« Rtmers Debt. This^ be tmderftotKl, was tte 
moft fallacious of all; it was an ac'ctimulation of iicmttL 
tipoA de^>drtfte ^ebrs, doe from people who extftddtiolon- 
gCT, and to be raifed up6n land impcH^iflked and defolated. 

^27^-618. St. HeUna. it w^ &id that bb foch Ktock 
exiftcd, 

£ 1 48,C503. Military Sidnes. 

The total of what he had dbyeded to was ^6,780,061; 
This c!<*do£ted from ^ 14,3 1*!, 1^3, there remained 
;C^53^i 12. The debt ^10,342,692, add ^^0^174 (adt 
knitted as an arrear to the army, aftd m-nft be cotifidered 
as a pofltive debt) and ^2,800,000 (what was alreacly fnb^ 
icribed By the proprietors. ) The debt woaW be J[ 13,760,8664 
The dcficierrcy upon the wi&o/f ^6,231,754. 

Having ftdted what appeared to be the teal difikuWaf 
under which the Company at prefeftt laboured, vnA from 
which they would never 6itricate tbcmfcWes, without ai 
vigorous and as ftrong an interposition as was intended *bj 
the prefent hill, it might be neceifary for thofe vrho main* 
tained that the remedy was applicable to the diibrAer, aifb 
to ftate their ideas upon the caufes of tbardiforden. 

Three principal caufes feemed to ftand more forward^tfcan 
^ny other, and to which aH the 'mifcfaief, all tbe misfor^ 
^uhes, all the ^calamities 'that had marked the European -^o^. 
•YtfTnatiU Jidikdia, ttigbtbe MliiUiiedr 
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In the firft place, the {hamelcfs vtolation of all cpmpaAi 

aod treaties made with the native Princes in India* 

2. The fyftematic difobedience and contempt of eTCry 
order and inftroftioD lifued from Europe. 

3. The intemperate thirft of aggrandizing territorial i(h. 
minion in India, maiking and difguiiing the more dangeroii 
and intemperate luft of accumulating wealth in the colFerof 
the individual. 

If he had ability to fhew that thefe caufes might be ai 
4iftinAly traced in the inferior governments of India, and 
that in luch governments as were within theobfervationof 
the fopcrior controF of the Supreme Council at Bengal, the 
snoft open and unqualified infra£tion of treaties was to be 
perceived ; the mofk arrogant contempt of orders was to be 
cbferved ; and the boundlefs deiire of adding territories, for 
lAo better purpofes than thoiib he had alluded to^ was to be 
• 9>arked. lie believed no man, having fo examined the iiiv 
#erior governments, would, when he arrived at the fuperioTi 
cxpe£t to find better faith, more fubmiffion and obedience^ 
or a greater contempt of public dominion or private 
wealth* 

With this reafoning, he mud draw the attention of the' 
Houfe, in the firft place, to the tranfadions of Madras; 
and he (faouid ftate one of the moil glaring violations of a 
iblemn treaty or compaA that any hiftory could parallel. 

In the treaty with Hyder Ally, the fccond article ma 
thus r *^ That in cafe any of the contrafting parties (hall be 
** attacked, they (hall, from their refpeflive countries, m9" 
^ tually affift each other." 

' In 1770, Hyder Ally wrote to the Prefidency, defiring 
affiflance, and, in his own words, a very fmall affiftanc^ 
sttJy to lave appearances ; but this was refufed him. Here 
was an open, fhamelefs violation of a folemn compa£t, with- 
out any excufc but that of convenience, and he knew not 
(fuch was the infatuation, want of forefight, and preparar* 
tion in that governni>cnt) whether even th^t miferablie apOf 
Jogjr was offered in the condefcenfion of the Prefidency. 

He was not going to infift that this breach of faith zni 
national honour brought down upon us that great cloud of 
war whicji burft at once upon the Carnatic ; or that Hyder 
"wanted this, or the expedition to Mahe, where we drove 
^ot his troops, or the wrongs of the Nizam, to turn hif 
arms againil us. But it was to his purpofe to fhew, that if 
be wajnted pretences todeflray the general tranquillity, wCt 
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m our imbectlUy znd in ottr unfitnefs t& goverfty afforded hftii 
thofc pretences. It w^s, that theft pretences, for the fu- 
ture, by a better government, a more honourable adhct^nce 
.to compafls and to treaties, ftiould not be fo liberally affor- 
ded to irny perfon, with whom they might hercaftci- iiaV« 
any tranfactions in India ; and this, he contended, was one 
of the great objefts of the bill, and he truftcd, that in its 
operation, the national charader for fidelity and honour was 
yet to be reftored. 

He muft mention another inftancc: in 1766, the Com- 
pany entered into a treaty with^the Nizam, agreeing to pay 
Jive lacks, by inftalments, for the Guntoor Gircar, and 
that the Circar fliould remain in the hands of Bazalet Jung, 
the Nizam's bother, he being the Zemindar for the Com- 
pany during the Nizam's life, or till he faw good to remove 
him from that fituation. In three years after, the Prefiden- 
cy, in the full defiance and 'profligate contempt of every ^ 
part of this folemn agreement^ without the participation of 
the Nizam, concluded, privately, another treaty with the 
brother, to furrender the Circar into their hands. In cank^ 
quence of this impudent tranfa£lion, the Nizam made ufe 
of a language, the only kind that was ever much refpeded 
' by us in India, the language of menace. We trod back our 
Heps, reftored the brother of the Nizam, and left implanted ' 
on every mind in Hindoftan a due refpeft for our good 
faith, ai\d honourable and religious adherence to agreements 
of this nature* 

So much for our integrity and honour* It was neccC- 
fary, for his argument, at leaft, to gather out of a very 
luxuriant field, one inftance, to (hew the power of the di- 
reftion at home over :their fervants in thefc inferior go- 
vernments. 

In 1775, the Company gave direftions for the inftitutioa 
of a Committee, called a Committee of Circuits, for the 
purpofe of vifiting, afcertaining the value, and Of regulat- 
ing their northern poffeffions, under the denomination o£ 
the Northern Circars. In 1777, this Committee aftually 
proceeded upon their duties, bound and reftrifted by the 
mofl: pofitiveinjunflion that words could convey, not to let 
any leafes for above one year, till they heard again from 
Europe..- In 1778, the PreCdcncy of Madras, indireft aod 
politive con tradition to the will of their mafters, in direft 
and pofitive oppofition to their orders, deftroycd their infti- 
tution, flung down the whole edifice they had raifed for 

Chicir 
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fheir ftWtl ddVantage, and for the care of ttie inhabitaoti 
of thofe diilrids, flopped the furvcy and the ^altitlioiii 
ordered the Zemindars down to Madras ; and without ifcd^ 
furveys fuid valuation to d'irc& the agreement^ and deaf tp 
^th^ rennonftrance of the unhappy people^ who koew bo^ 
when they turned their backs upon their territories^ whcriiff 
.ururpatipn in their abfence might not prevent their recan^ 
made the contracts with thctn, not for one year^ eojoioc^ 
and commanded by the Dircftors at home, not for two, nor 
for three, nor even for four^ but for the diftant period of 
^ve years^ 

Jn turning towards tlie third caufe of our misfortnnejj^ 
the thirft of enlarging our power, and engaging m war for 
that purpofe, it was neqeffary to ftate what were our mouv^ 
and provocations for entering into the Rohilla war^ juii 
aflifting the Viy/ier with our arvns to fuMue a country a|t 
peace with us ; and to exterminate a iiation with whom w^ 
had no quarrel. *^ He will pbtain, fays the PreiideiltV 
minute, by this acquUition, a complete and a compif|ft 
flate ; it will giv.e bim wealthy of which we (hall partal^ 
and fecurity without any dangerous increafe of pawcr.'* 

Here the motive flood undifguifed. The event juftificd| 
perhaps, the rcdtitude^ humanity, and juflice of our.co» 
du&. The nation was extirpated ; they were fwept frcMf 
the face of the earth ; and the plunder, he took for grantcf;l| 
did not mifs the intended channel. 

The next objeft was the Mahratta war ; but it was an obr 
jeft to which he unwillingly and reluflantly turned* It 
^as here he was warned to ircad with caution ; whatever 
was faid upon this fubjcdV, he muft take care that nothing 
was faid that might be accufatory of the Governor General* 
His memory muft fail him, when it fuggefted to him, but 
^ j^e would not.aficrt. for faft, that there were. writings cxtjinC 
\Xi which that perfon called the Mahratta war his war% 
Without ,th3t admonition, he Ihould certainly have attri- 
buted that w^r, with.all its calamities, with the ruin it had 
brought upon the Company, the defolation with which it 
bad covered Hindoftan, to that perfon. He was not Hand- 
ing up ail accufer, nor was it to his purpofe, in the fuppott 
9f this. bill, to enter into an altercation with any man^ upon 
the fpQt where the firft feed of that mad, ambitious, aod 
^inous war was firft laid. Let him attribute it to Bon^bay^ 
and let him exaggerate as he pleafed, the confequence ot 
Salfe|.te aod BjiiT^in^ and prove our right to them. Let bigi 

a 'place 
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place it to tthc ambition of Bengal, and the inftaiHotf of 
the treaty of Poorundcr, to the cbifcrable politics of the 
Supreme Government of India. Let him fix it, if he pleaf-* 
cd, with the Direftors at home, it mattered not to the ar- 
gument he meant to fupport; /^«/ it Jhould not have or/^i* 
natedany where ; that it was mad in its projefi, and more fit 
for the undertaking of an Alexander, .than a company of 
merchants in Leadenhall-fireet. Such wars as thefe, he 
truflcd, /would be avoided, if the operations of this bill were 
not defeated. 

He had faid, that in looking at the tranfaftions in Bengal, 

^ a more ready obedience to the Company^s orders was not to 

be expefted, Ta prove this, it was neceffary to expofe a 

tranl^ftion which occurred upon the appointment of Mr. 

jBriftow to be rcfident at the Court of the Nabob of Oude. 

In the following yeiar, the Governor General, without 
alledging anjr blame, or charging Mr. Briftow with ncgledt 
or crime, moved for his rccal, and fucceedcd in his motion. 
As foon as the Dire£^ors could exprefs their difapprobatioft 
of Mr, Briftow's difmiffion, they did fo, and accompanied 
their cenAire with pofitive orders for his complete and full 
reinflatement in his former ftation : and this was the man- 
ner in which that order was complied with. He was rein- 
itated'with a moft extraordinary diminution of his power, 
confined to the- conduft of political negociation, and with 
an exclufion and prohibition from any interference with the 
pecuniary engagements of Government; and this reluftance 
to comply at all with the letter of the Direftors, and thb 
plain difobedience to its tenor, was thus juflified : that fuch 
a reinflatement would be deftroying the Governor General's 
authority, and that the public intereft muft fufFer by this 
affront put upon the fituation of the Governor GeneraL 
But it muft be-obferved, that if that reafoning was true^ it 
would better have fupported the refufal to comply with the 
order, than the partial reinflatement of Mr4 Briftow* Th« 
public had fuftained its full injury by the affront to the Go- ' 
vernor, when be was fo humiliated as to fend him back to 
bis ftation ; and therefore, why be was not reftored alfo to 
the management of the pecuniary concerns, was impoffible 
to coojeSure. ^ 

The tranfafiion relative to tha Refident of Benares, 
marked the fame fpirit of contempt and difregard to the in-» 
junctions from home, as the former inftance# 

Vol. XIV. M la 
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In 1776, it wJis faid, that the ptirpofcs for which Mh 
Fowkc was appointed Refidcnt at Benares being OYcr, kit 
commiiGon (hould be annulled, and the expence fated. 
Twenty days after this, it was alledgcd that there was ftA 
bufinefs for a Reiident, and Mr. Graham, and Mr. ■ 
as affiftant, were appointed, and Mr. Fowkc left out Ml , 
jput afide. The Company, upon being informed of this or- 
der, as in jailice they ought, dire£ied the reinftatement d 
Mr. Fowke ; and cenfured the expenfive provifion for Ae 
two gentlemen, as idle and unneceflary. When this order 
arrived in India, it was agreed it fhould be fufpended, apoa 
the old ground of acquiefcence and obedience, being affroat- 
ing to the Governor, and confcqnently injurious to the 
Company's affairs. In the year following, a repetition rf 
the order arrived in India, couched in ternis of indignattett 
and juft anger, and then followed the mockery of obedience, 
Mr. Fowke was reinftated one day, and recalled the next; 
and Mr. Markham appointed to the court of the Rajth; 
and in order to fliew how inftrumental difobcdience was to 
oeconomy, a new appointment of an agency of boats, widi 
a commiffion of 15 per cent, was made out, to recon>peaee 
and reward Mr. Fowke for his difappointments* 

The next example he fhould cite was, a mixture of dit 
obedience and of violation of the public faith. It was et(y 
to fuppofe he alluded to the unfortunate Rajah of Benares^ 

It might be neccflary to remind their Lordfhips, that the 
zemindary, held by Chcyt Sing, was transferred by the 
Nabob Afoph ul Dowla to the Company ; from the Com* 
pany to the Rajah, upon the yearly payment of 23 lacks of 
rupees. His agreement run thus : after the payment ef tk 
famcy IJhall receive a releafe^ and di [charge in full. In ^ the 
pth page of the narrative thefe remarkable words occarrei: 
the lenity of Government, in relinquijhlng to him the free rule ff" 
bis zemindaryt fubjefi to a LIMITED fine, ought to have oft" 
rated upon his. fidelity* 

Soon after, (1778) the firft demand was made «pon him, 
beyond his ufual and limited fine , for five lacks of rupees^ 
He pleaded poverty, but paid it. The narrative faid WHkt 
Ycry bad grace. 

In the year following, another demand was alfo itiadi?.. 
He not only paid this with a bad grace, but with the ifiipu- 
dent afFeSation of felling his plate and jewels. Agai»B a dc* 
xnand was made upon him : he complied, with more.difi- 
cnlty and affedtation on his part. He was contumacidui. 

Again 
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Again a repetition for keeping up troops, and God koew 
what, tie pleaded utter incapacity, and prefunied to arraigQ 
the infraction of the agreement. He was rebellious : an 
army was marched againft him : he was arref^ed in his pa- 
lace; and Governor Hafiings fulfilled his refolution, to ufe 
his own words, of ** ma^inq bim pay largely for his pardoHy w 
of txafiing afev^re vengeance for his delinquency,^^ Every body 
knew the fequel of the ftory, the blood that was fpilt in his 
refcue, and the expeniive military operations that followed 
upon it. 

Such (hen were the difordets which had prevailed in their 
government of India, and fuch wofild continue to prevail, . 
unlefs the ftrong hand of the Legiflature ibould be ilretcbcd 
out with efficacy and decifion. In this moment, the Go* 
vernment was in India. There might be thoie who thought 
it not mifplaccd. If that Ihould be a general opinion, at 
leaft let them avoid the mockery of appearing to hold the 
reins of power at home. If the country was not ripe to 
confent to a compleat renunciation of all control in India^ 
ered a Government at homo that fhould not be a mere pa- 
geant. Let them confider the diftance of the two countries^ 
Confider the rooted habit of difobedience, the fyftematic 
contempt of European rule, which he had traced*and pointed 
out in all the feparate Eaftern fctclements^ and then, if they 
could, give energy to any fyftem that did not carry with it 
an idea of permanency, to that which was to be loft and dif- 
£pated by the firft blaft of minifterial change, and to be an* 
fiihilated in the animolities of contending fa<^ions. 
, As for the invafion of the King's prerogative by this bill, 
he hardly thought it neceiTary to treat gravely that fubjeft, 
till tho& who raifed this cry chofe much mo^e diftinflly and 
clearly to (hew that which was ip r^lity to be taken fi:om 
the Crown ; that which Parliaipent in its imprudence af- 
fumed to do, ^nd which was before in the executive power 
to perform. He owned he. had another apprehenfion when 
the merits of this bill was to be difcuiTed in this place ; and 
he conceived that oppofition was likely to rife agamft it upon 
the ground of a!dding to, rather than diminidiing, the power 
of the King ; and he was far from being fure, if they were 
tolifteo andxincline to the nice and jealous fears of fuch fen- 
iitive minds, they ought not more attentively to turn to thofe 
who fawy . in the diftance, a poflible acquifition of novel 
power accruing to. the executive branch, at the expiration of 
a certain period| than to thofe who fancied they perceived 

M 2 an 
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9fi infringement and diminution of a power not at this hour 
aAually enjoyed by, or attached to, the perfon of the So» 
vereign. 
The Earl of 'j]^^ gj^j Qf (gentry declared, that he was an enemy to 
l^pycntrpr, ^^^ principles of the bill, as he confidcred it to be a violent 
attack on the rights of the people. He had come to town, 
fce confcflcd, for the purpofe of oppofing it, therefore n<H 
thing Ihould be wanting on his part to fruftratc fuch t 
jdangerous innovation, which was the moil alarming attempt 
to fi^bvert the conflitution that he could charge his tncmotj' 
with. Their Lordfhips, he laid, fhould remember, thatit 
was an infpaftion of charters, and the chartered rights of thif 
jcbuntry. Was it^ot, in this view, calculated 10 excite ge» 
jieral alarm amongft all the feparate communities of tbii 
kingdom ? Neceffity had been urged as the lupport of iti 

Sinciple^ How falTe and dangerous was the ailertion! 
cccflity had been faid to be the plea of freedom as well ai 
of tyranny; The propofition was unfounded; the cafe of 
the Revolution had been urged as a proof of the prefump- 
tion ; but could any thing be lb contradiftory to faft ? The 
Revolution was the efFeft of no hard neceffity, but of the 
^ violation of a Monarch's coronation oath- Nothing was (o 
^afy as to plead neceffity as a pretext for the moft dangerous 
meafures. Such neceffities, if allowed to go into precedents,- 
would authorife the moft alarming violation of property and 
right ; they would leadto a minifterial interference with the 
jdirefiion of the Bank, and of all the great corporate bodies 
p{ this kingdom ; they would afford a pretext for the aboli« 
tion of the Magna Charta, for it was a charter graqted by 
royalty, On thefe accounts he was unfriendly to the prefeot 
motion. He himfelf had the honour of belongings to a cd^- 
poration ; but if this bill paffi^d, he, as well as thofe who 
were concerned with him, would tremble for their -char- 
ters, as this was a downright attack on every charter in the 
kingdom, and confequently merited the indignation of Pari 
liament. (ie could not conceive what the Eaft-India Com- 
pany had dope, that they fhould befo fuddenly (tripped of 
their property. The noble Marquis, whofe memory mnft 
be deeply fmpreffed in the hearts of every one who had the 
honour of his acquaintance, would be auonifhed iwerc he 
now alive, to find, that men who had afted always on hii 
liberal fyftem of politics, and who had formerly agreed to a 
fefolution, that the influence of the Crown ^* had increafed, 
^gf^increafing, and ought tp be diminilh^d ;" would-be 

§fto|iifbcd^ 



A. i>83. DEBATES. 8^ 

aftoniihed, he faid^ if he found that thofe very men aded 
on a iyftein diametrically oppofite; as heconfidered that the 
bill tended to disfranchlfe men of their property, and that in 
an illegal manner, without fufficient proof bqing produced ; 
for that reaibn he would, as far as he could, oppofe the bill, 

I as he detefted its principles and tendency. 

Lord RawJon made an apology to their Lord(hips, that, he. Lord Riw 
who was unaccuftomed to fpeak, fhould venture to trcfpafs **°°- 
on their Lordftiips* time and patience. But, faid his Lord- 
fhip, when I coniidcr that the deareft privileges and rights 
of this Houfe, and this nation, are attacked by the bill, I 
feel bold, and cannot refill the impulfe that urges me to op- 
pofe it. His Lordlhip allowed, that a cafe might exift, in 
which it might be wifdom, and the duty of Parliament, to 
facrifice the interefts of a few to the good of the whole. 
He declared his full conviftion of the truth of this political 
axiom m the flrongeft terms. He faid, however, that it 
was very rarely indeed, that injuftice could be good policy. 

- He had ^ very great rcfpe^l for the abilities of the noble 
Lords who had argued for the bill that was the fuhjcft of the 
■ motion before them. He meant not to fay any thing difrc- « 
fpcQful to their underftandings; and far lefs to infinuate, 
that their inward fentimcnts did not accord with their out- 
ward expreflions. For many of his Majefty's Minifters he 
had a great refpeft : the abilities, the integrity of the noble 
Lord who had defended the bill, he greatly refpeded ; and 
the talents and uprightnefs of another noble Lord, who had 
flood forth in a very refponfible iituaiion tor the good of his 
country, in the prefent juncture of affairs, both at home 
and abroad, he greatly admired. The talents of an ho- 
nourable Secretary too, were juftly an objedt of general ad- 
miration. But he took the liberty to admonifli their Lord- 
fhips to confider, that as that right honourable Secretary had 
not been very fcrupulous as to the means by which he rofe to 
power, fo neither, it was probable, would he be very fcrupu- 
lous in the exercife of it. Of the Miniftry in general, he 
obferved, that, were they men bound together by political 
principles, efpecially by what were called Whig principles, 
or the principles of liberty, he would not be very fufpicious 
of their defigns. But when he reflefted on their former pro- 
feilions, and their prefent conduct, their former differences, 
and the onlv principle that could be fuppofed to unite them, 
beconfefled his apprehenfions for the fafety of the State. 
^kt patronage of Indi^ was enormous. Let it farther be 

considered, 
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confidefed, faid Lord Rawdon, that that patronage wieUia 
very powerful engine— an army of an hundred thoufand mau 
As an hundred thoufand is to fcventeen thoufand, in ti|tt 
proportion is the patronage of India to that of Britain. Tk 
patronage of India, with refpe£t to (hipping, and militaiy' 
fiores, and contra£ts for thefe, was in a iimilar proportioi^ 
If the contrafts of Government with merchants were ailed* 
ged as a caufe of exclution from Parliament; and if the io- 
nuenccof individuals, coming honjc from Afia, were com* 
plained of by country gentlemen, a$ being likely to deftroT 
or overpower the landed intereft of this country ; how mua 
reafon had thefe gentlemen to be alarmed, when they re- 
flected, that to all the influence of the Crown was added, 
the united, the coUeSive influence of all the Nabobs of the 
Eaft ? Lord Rawdon was farther of opinion, that, as the 
bill gave too much, to it alio took too much away. It took 
from the influence, the legal and conflitutional influence of 
Crown, and placed what it ravifhed from thence in tlie 
hands of the legiflative body, where, as the Hiftory e( 
England abundantly demonftrated, the executive power 
had never been lodged with fafety. This was agreeable to 
the reafoning of Montefquieu, and to every day's experi« 
cnce. He hoped their Lordfhips would confult on the 'pie- 
fent important occafion, the independency, the influence, in 
the ftate, of the Peers, and, at the fame time, their o^ 
dignity. With regard to the policy of the bill as to com* 
merce, the advantages of it in point of intereft, thefc Were 
matters which he would leave to the confideration of thofe 
who were better qualified than he was to judge of then. 
But as to what he conceived to be the grand objed, the po- 
Ikical expediency of the bill, and its operation and efreft 
on the Britifli conftitution, he was decidedly of opinion, 
that it could not fail to be ruinous and fatal ; and on that 
ground he would never give his confent that it fhould be 
committed. 
TheDukeof The Dukc of Manchefter differed widely from the fcnti- 
Manchcfter ments of the laft noble Peer. He f?iid, he had paid parti- 
cular attention to the bill from the beginning, and foutid 
that it contained nothing which called for the general odiuoi 
at prefent thrown out againft it. It contained no principle 
fo radically bad as to prevent their Lordfhips from going 
into a Committee. He then went into general calculations 
.concerning the finances of the Eaft-India Company, ati4 
went into proof,, that the iftterpofition of Parliament was 

very 
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ytrj neccjfary at this time. With rcfpeft to the fallacy of 
the Company^s accounts, there were feveraj articles that 

.etme under his own infpeCtioD, to which he could adduce 
fuiCcient evidence that they were by no means confonant to 

' the fentimcnts of the Counfel, and to the high-toned cry 

* of the Company relative to their flouri(hing condition. 
He then mentioned the fum of 26o,687U for the fubfiftencc 
bf priibners during the war, which he did not think proper 
to be placed in their accounts. He faid, he had done all 
in his power, as Ambaffador at the Court of France, to re- 

' cover the whole of the money alluded to, biit he was afraid 
that there wis the fum of 30,000!. which could not be re- 
covered ; however, no exertion of his ftiould be wanting on 
fuch an occasion. With regard to the confederation men- 
tioned by the laft noble Lord, and his allufions'to the right 
honouraole gentleman with whom he had the honour to afV^ 
he declared that fuch arguments were altogether beyond his 
comprehenfioia, for he would conneft himfelf with no party 
that had not the good of the public in view, and he wifhcd that 
the noble Lord would be more circumfpcft, before he attempt- 
ed to afperfe the charafter of ariy man. He knew very little 
of the right honourable gentleman alluded to, as he had 
been feldom in his company; but this he knew, that fome 
had founded his praife, and he believed very juftiy, as his. 
abilities were known and highly rcfpeftcd throughout all 
Europe. The noble Duke concluded with faying, that as 
it was univerfally allowed that nothing but decilive meafures 
vrould^do for India, they ought to take this into the Com- 
mittee, as the only decifive meafure which had been pro- 
pofed. 

The, Earl of 5tf»Ay/cZ> obferved, that it was allowed th'at ThcEarbf 
fomething muft be done for the falvation of India ; and that ^*"**'**^^'» 

~ fomething, he faid, he conceived, would be done by the bill 
before them. He would confine his obfervations to three 
points; firft, to the bankruptcy of the company ; fecondly, 
to the univerfal acknowledgment that fomething muft be 
done; thirdly, to the matter of faft, that the Company had 
fhewn themfelves unfit for the government of the Britifh 
pol&ffions in Afia. When it became neceffary for the Com- 
pany to fay to their creditors, that they could not indeed go 
on any longer to pay ready money ; but that they had ftill 
Taluable effirfts, which, on an auftion, would bring a valu^ 
able fum f when they faid farther, unlefs you fpeedily fur- 
nilh U8 witE a fum of owney to Carry on our bufincfs, all 

' muft 
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Princcfs treads in the footfteps of the Emprefs non longo 
imervallo. The vyo(T>en are not of an inferior capacity to 
the men ; but, where they receive an equal education with 
the men^ rather foperior to them in Ikill, addrefs, and in 
every occupation or employment of life. Let it not, there- 
fore, be fuppofe<!l^ that I fpeak injurioufly of the fex, when 
I fty, that Munny- Begum, from thecuftomsof her coun- 
try, was a very extraordinary governor for a Prince. The 
confequence was what might have been forefeen. The trca- 
ftires were diffipatcd, and the education of the Prince totally 
negle£ted. Lord Sandwich^ with great humour, read a re- 
. port of fome of the Company's fervants to that purpofe. 
** We found the Prince, faid they, not of a weak capacity, 
bttt totally ignorant. He kn^^ oothing. His Governeft, 
\ Munny- Begum, had been wholly inattentive to hi« educa- 

tion ; and fo far from making him acquainted with men and 
things, that fhe fufFered no^rfon to come near him.'* 

From this comic, Lord Sandwich pafled by gradual fteps, 
to a very tragic fcene. In order to prove, and to imprcfs on 
their Lordlhips' minds a conviflion and a fenfe of the mife- 
ries which the hand of injuftice and rapacity infilled daily 
on the helplefs fons of the Eaft, he read the following letter 
to Mr. Haftings from the Nabob of Oudc, a country equal 
in extent to England^ fuperior in fertility, and not greatly 
inferior, after all the Company's depredations/ in culture 
and population. 

<* When the knife had penetrated to the bone, and I 
was furroundqd with fuch heavy diftreffes, that I could no 
longer live in expe£lation6, I wrote you an account of my 
dimculties. 

*' The anfwer which \ have received to it is fuch, that it 
has given me inexprefliWe grief dnd afflidion. I never had 
the leaft idea or expeftation from you and the Council, that 
you would ever have given your ordws i« (o afflicting a 
manner, in which you never before wrote, and which I 
could not have imagine^K As I am refolved to obey your 
orders, and directions ef the Cpimcil, wi<J|out any delay, as 
long as I live, I have, agreeably to thof<^ orders, delivered 
up all my privat<j papers to him (the refident) that when he 
ihall)iave examined my receipts and expences, he may take 
whatever remains. As I know it to be my duty to fatisfy 
you, the Company and Council, I have not failed to ol)ey. 
many inftance, but requofted of him that it might be done 
fo as not to diftcefs ino in my neccfliiry expences^ there, being 
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00 other funds but thofe for the expences of mutfeddics, 
houfchold cxpcDces, and fervants, &c. He demanded thefe 
in fuch a manner, that, being remedilefs, I was obliged to 
comply with what he required. He has accordingly Hopped 
the pcnfions of my old fervants for thirty years, whether 
fepoyt, mutfeddies, or houfchold fervants, and the ex- 
peaces of my family and kitchen, together with the jaghires 
of mv grandmother, mother, and aunts, and of my brothers 
and dependants, which were for their fupport. I had railed 
1300 horfe, and three battalions of fepoys, to attend upon 
inc ; but, as I have no relourcc to fupport them, I have been 
obliged to remove the people ftationed in the Mahals (diftrifts) 
and. to fend his people (the refident's people) into the Mana's ; 
fo that 1 have not now one lingle fervant about me ; (hould I 
mention to what farther difficulties I have been reduced, it 
would lay me open to contempt." 

.The noble Earl in conclulion, hoped that the noble Lords 
would Qot be frightened by the fpeeches that were held up to 
their view by lawyers who came to their bar on purpofe to 
exhibit only one ude of the queflion ; but that, lecoUcfling 
the neceility of extending relief to the Gentoos, and pre^^ 
ferving, by a decifive and liberal plan, her moft valuable 
pofleffions to Great Britain, they would fufFcr the bill to go 



into a committee. 



Thc'Dukc of Richmond and Lord Walfingham rofe toge« TheDuke« 
ther, but on the Duke's faying he wifhed to fay a few words, I^ichmond. 
the noble Lord gave way. His Grace faid, he would not 
detain the Houfe from hearing the very valuable information 
on the fubjed of India, which he knew well the noble Lord 
was, above moft others, able to convey. His Grace ar- 
gued, that a flri£l adherence to juflice and good faith, and 
the fpirit'of the conftitution, was the very firft political end 
they ought to have in view. If charters, according to the 
libel of the day, were only bits of wax appended to pieces 
of parchment, where was the man that could pronounce his 
property fafe ? But if his property was not fafc, where was 
the advantage of living under, and where the obedience due 
to Government t A noble Lord near me, fays the noble 
Duke, fays, that the property or intcreft of the State, and that 
of the Eaft-india Company, are embarked on board the fame 
veCeU The property of every man, and that of the State, 
is embarked on board the fame vcflel. The property of 
every man is the property of the State, and the good faith 
aod prefervation of the State is the property and intercft of 

N Z every 
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,cvcry man. And as no nian-s property can be taken froni 
him juftly, without an equivalent, fo neither can that of the 
Eaft-India Company. When a turnpike road is made to run 
through any man's eftate, or farm, an equivalent is given. 
So it is in the cafe of can^s. The northern gentlemen, 
when a propofition was made for equalizing the Land-tax^ 
faid, *Oh! that would be the heighth of injuftice ; the 
proprietors of eftates in the northern parts of the kingdoni 
purchafed them under the idea that the Land-tax was to con- 
tinue at the prc(ent rate.' Now, faid" the Dtike, although I 
never did, and never will acquicfcc in that reafoning, with 
regard to the Land-tax, yet it is good when applied to the 
^ charter of the Eaft-India Company. The proprietors of 
India ftock bought into thofe funds, in the faith that the 
tharter granted to the Company two years ago, was to be 
preferxed inviolate. Their patronage, their difpofal of 
places, and their contrafts for fhipping, and other articles, 
were really a part of their property conveyed to them ex- 
prefsly by their charter. As to the alledged bankruptcy of 
the Company, it had been alledged indeed, but not proved. 
The noble Earl who affirmed that it was proved on the face 
of the papers produced yefterday, fhould recoUeft, that other 
calculations, othfer papers of equal authority, difproved that 
aflertion. Indeed, it was impoffible for that Houfe to enter 
into thofe nice caleulations that muft be entered into before 
it could be determined whether the Company were bankrupts 
or not. It was but juft" that a ftnall committee of the Houfe 
Ihouid be appointed to iii:, by different adjournments, to en- 
quire into the affairs of the Company, before a commiflion 
of bankruptcy fhould be liTued againft them. After per- 
fonal liberty, private property was firft under the proteftion 
of the law. If the Company have committed afts that 
warrant a forfeiture of their charter, why not try them be- 
fore a court of judicature ? If they are guilty of criminal 
offences,' let them be arraigned as criminals. The interfe- 
rence of the Legiflature, he infiftcd, was, in fuch cafe, an 
ihfraftion of liberty ; and though feme cafes might warrant 
the interference of the Legiflature, yet that this was not one 
of that nature.' s . 

A noble Lord (Carliflc) had faid, that the bill pieant not, 
and that ht meant 'not, to criminate any man; but if he 
Ineant not to crinfjifiate, why infKft punifhment ? Accufa- 
tion ought certainly to go before punmiroe^t. ' 
*'• • - ' •^•- • ^ As 
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As to cncrcafing the influence of the Crown, he thought 
it clear, that it would not have that effeA, in the firft place, 
at Icaft. But it would throw a dangerous degree of ))ower 
into the hands of the Minifter, or Miniftry. Of the firft 
mover^ the author of that bill, he would fay but little on 
the prefent occafion. He was his relation by blood, and he 
had long been conncfted with him by political lentimcnt. 
Although he differed from him at prefent in politics, and 
could not approve his public condud ; in private life he had 
ever found him faithful and afFeftionate. But he confefl'cd, 
that power begot abufe of power ; and, he was unwilling to 
intruft an unconititutional degree of power into the hands of 
any man, or fet of men whatever. But however this bill 
might tend, to incrcafe the influence of an individual, his 
principal objcAion to it, confidcred in this light, arofe from 
the dangerous innovation it made in the conftitution, by- 
confounding the powers of Govcrnmenr, and by giving to a 
branch of the legiflative, a part of the executive power. 
That this bill placed the government of India in the brands 
of the Commons, and their Lordfhips need only recur to 
Holland to remark, how improper a democratic afllmbly is 
to manage the execution of public affairs. He was againft 
the bill going into a committee, where a noble Duke, who 
had fpoken before him, faid, it might be fo altered and mo- 
dified, as to meet with the concurrence of the Houte ; hut, 
he urged, that no amendments or alterations could be efFeft- 
cd to rcftify what was in itlclf wrong ab initio ; that he did 
not approve of the general principle. A vaft continent in 
India was to be governed by feven Commiflioners, refident 
in Britain, who were to tranfmit their orders to officers ap- 
pdinted in India, to carry them into execution. But he ap- 
Jpealed to ihcir Lordfhips, if orders, which were exceedingly- 
proper at the moment they were given, might not be highly- 
thc rcvcrfe at the moment of execution. No orders were, 
in faft, to be implicitly obeyed ; and on every trial for dif- 
bbediencc of orders it had always been enquired, whether 
foch diibbedience was neceiTary or not. He needed not to 
remind their Ldrdfhips of a recent tranfaSion at Saratoga. 
Here it was difputed, and remained to that moment a doubt, 
whether General Burgoyne's orders were peremptory or dif- 
cretional ; but thqrc were men who knew the General, and 
knew alfo that the misfortunes of that expedition arofe from 
(he want of discretion. Befides, he faw nothing in the bill 
by which the new Commiliioners were invefled with powers 
' - fuperior 
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foperior to thofe of the old Direftors; nor did, he fee why 
the power inveftcd in the Commiflioners might not as well 
be confided to the Direftors. What is there in thefe Di- 
^ reftors'to make them more competent to the tafk of govern- 
ment, than thofe who then held the office, exctpt it be a 
merit that they knew nothing of the bufincfs ? This fort of 
office we have had experience of before ; the war in Flan- 
ders, under John Duke of Marlborough, owed its numerous 
ijmpediments to the mifmanagement of the Commiffioners 
who were appointed to provide for its operations. The con- 
/ duft of the Court of Direftors. has been reprobated in almoft 
every inftance, and yet two of thefe very Direftors were 
now appointed in the new commiffion. Two of thefe peo- 
ple, whom they wifh to reprefent as delinquents, without 
cftablifhing a fingle faft in proof of the charge, are now in 
the number of the eleft to inilruft their brethren in the arts 
in which they are accufed of being fo very defeftive. The 
evidence, his Grace contended, was partial and infufficient; 
and that it was abfurd to imagine that their Lordfhips could 
derive an adequate information from a few papers laid upon 
the table by a member who was profefTedly an advocate for 
the bill. If a full and fufficient inveftigation of the Com- 
pany's affairs be required, and without fuch f;ull inveftigation 
it would be the heighth of injuftice to deprive them of their 
properly, and annihilate their charter. Why not commit it 
to feven or eight members of the Houfe ; to a fmall cotn- 
mittec ; before which alone, and not before the whole Houfe, 
fo complicated a detail could be examined and enquired into 
with effeft ? To cxcufc the violation of the Company's pro- 
perty it had been urged, that there were two kinds of proper- 
ty ; one pofitive, and the other qualified, in which the pub- 
lic had a fhare, or were interefted. But his Grace main- 
tained, that there was no property in the kingdom but what 
the public had fome degree of intereft in ; as it was only of 
the aggregate poffeffions of individuals that the public pro- 
perty connfted. He infifted, that the Council had laid ^ juft 
and exaft ftatemcnt of the Company*s property before their 
Lordfhips ; and in the objeftions that had been made to it 
f)y a noble Earl, he could have wifhed that one circumftancc 
had been omitted^ vi?. the mention of the afferted impro- 
bability of recovering a debt from the Court of France ; an4 
he could not but think it improper and impolitic in the noble 
Duke to fay, that he was afraid they rouft give up 30,000 L 
whilft a negotiation, relati^ to that very demand^ was pend- 
ing; 
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ing ; for it could not be imgined, but that the French Mi- 
niftry would take the advantaee of the Ambaflador's decla- 
ration ; and, in confcquence of what he faid, be flill more 
inclined to difpute the Company's demand, and withhold 
the payment of it. He wifhed that their Lorofliips would 
confider the evil tendency of the bill ; and, if the^. conii- 
dered but for a moment, he was bold enough to think, that 
fuch a meafure would meet with the reprobation it defervcd. . 
He was afraid that Miniftry found out their own weaknefs, 
and were rcfolved to fix themfelves for ever by trying if Par- 
liament would adopt fuch a fyftem of reform. He was no 
enemy, he faid, to reform, provided the objcfts of wildoni . 
and of prudence were always held in view ; but he could 
not give his confent to this meafure, becaufe it loft fight of 
all thofc grand and primary objefts. He was happy at the re- 
colIeAion of having been an afliftant in voting ^' that the 
influence of the Crown had increafed, was increaling, and 
ought to be diminifhed.'* He was happy at the recolleftion 
of having been connefted with thofc men who had banilhed 
contraAors, &c. from Parliament. But when he called to 
his remembrance thofe happy times, he found that a noble 
Marquis, who was now no more, fbewed the fame a£Vivity 
on the occafion, and fupported every meafure which tended 
to the public good ; but what would the noble Marquis have 
thought, how would he have been aftonifhcd, when he found, 
that men who had then afted from the fame laudable motives, 
((bme of whofe names were fubfcribcd to a remarkable Pro- 
teftconccrniBg the Eaft-India Company) ; what would the 
noble Marquis have faid, when he faw men aft on principles 
the moft diametrically oppofite ? This required no comment, 
he faid, and therefore did not deferve their Lordfliips* atten- 
tion, as the noble Marquis's charafter was too well efta- 
bliflied for uniformity, to be in the leail fufpefted of afting 
contrary to the general fyftem. 

The Duke of Mancbejier explained. He faid, he fhould TheDukeof 
be happy to meet the noble Duke who fpoke laft, and after M>ncheftcr.. 
communicating to him his inftruftions, convince him that 
he had neither been guilty of imprudence nor impolicy in 
what he had faid relative to the demand made by the Eaft- 
India Company on the Court of France. He had only ar- 
gued, that it was a fallacious ftatement, to take as an allet, 
what was only in litigation ; and, to fay the beft, what was 
doubtful in iffbe. He trufted that no man would believe 
him capable of difcioling either there or cllewhcre^ the con- 
fidential 
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fidential fccrets of his embafly; but this was a puWic 
matter ; a matter known by all who knew any thing of the 
affairs of the Company. 

ThcDukeof The Duke of Richmond^ in reply, faid, all he meant was 

Richmond. ^^ infinuate the impolicy of touching on a matter in that 
Houfe, from the difcuffion of which, an advantage mighty 
and moft probably would, be taken by the adverfary* 

TheDukeof Thg Duke of Manchejler rofe once more, and declared, 
that he had divulged nothing that ought to be kept fecret, 
or that could give the Court of France any advantage in the 
difcufHon of the article alluded to. 

fi**^hs^*** Lord fValJingham obfcrved, that after the very flattering 
"* diftinftion, and the very undeferved compliments that had 
been bcftowed upon him by the noble Duke in the blue rib- 
band, their Lordfhips might be led to expert an ampler dif- 
cuffion of the fubjeft before them than he was able to give 
it ; it would certainly, therefore, be ncceffary for him to 
apologize to their Lordfhips for the very imperfeft manner 
in which he fhould deliver his fentimcnts upon the mofl im- 
portant fubjeft that, perhaps,, had ever engaged their Lord- 

~ I Ihips* attention. The bill then before the Houfe was a bill 

which certainly took away from the Proprietors of Eafl- 
India^ftock, all management or interference in their own 
affairs. It tended, undoubtedly, to depreciate the value of 
their flock ; becaufe every Proprietor of that Company had 
certainly a right to confider the fhare of patronage, which 
he heretofore enjoyed, as a part of the rights and privileges 
to which he was entitled, and that no lawful advantage, 
' which the pofTeffion of his flock gave him, was to be for- 
feited, without delinquency fully proved againfl the Eafl- 
India Company. Having flated this very fully, his Lord^ 
fhip declared, that, admitting the neceffiiy'of the interfe- 
rence of Government to be apparent, that interference 
fhould be fuch as the conflitution of this country knows, 
and acknowledges. If the controling power now enjoyed 
by his Majefly's Miniflers was not fufficient^ or if the affairs 
of India were of fuch a magnitude as to require a new eflab- 
^ifhment, let there be appointed a third Secretary of State; 
but let the patronage of the Company remain with the Di- 
reftors and rroprietors. . 1 contend, faid his Lordfhip, that 
if we touch that, we feize their property. Let this office 
be eftablifhed, as it ought to be, under the Crown. This 
country can know no other executive power but that of the 
Crown. I hold this to be the firfl principle of our conftitu- 
I tion; 
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cioo ; and when wt eftablifti any other power in the king- 
tdonii we dcftroy the eonftitution. There is another point, 
my Lords, in which I difFer moft materially — the friends of 
this bill contend, that the government of India (hould foe in 
thi§ coujifry. It is impoflible, my Lords ; you muft go- 
vern India in India; and fronii the moment a contrary lyf* 
tiem is adopted, the lofs of India will not be very diftant. 
Do we not ail know, my Lords, that the powers of men^s 
niindt have been called forth .in India, in a very wonderful 
manner^ by the unexpc£ted events whidi bav^ tranfpired in 
that country ; but the moment you deprive the Government 
upon the fpot from difcovering and rewarding merit, thp 
foment you fill up all offices in that country from this, 
thofe great efforts of the human mind, which have been 
exerted to our admiration and furprife, will appear no lon#> 
^r. Shall Mr, Haftings, or any other Governor General 
who may iJQcceed him, foe the judge of merit under his owa 
eye ; er feyea men, at the diftance of twelve thoufand miles 
from the feat of adion. With refpeft to the ftate of the 
. Company's a^airs, .one of the reafons affigncd for the prec 
fcnt Dili — I think it profperous, all circumftances confider- 
cd; nor dp I fee bow the feven new Direfiors can fill their 
treafury any more than the twenty-four gentlemen who 
are to be removed. . As to the mifmanagemenjt of the Com* 
panyVafiairs abroad^ that, my Lords, is a wide field. 

^I profeis myfelf an admirer, a great admirer of Mr^ 
Haftings^ but, my Lords, I am not fo enthufiaftic an ad* 
mirer of that gentleman as to fuppofe, that, in the twelve 
years of his government, there ar^ no parts of his con^f 
duSt reprehenfible. But this, my Lord«, I wili fay, and , 
with confidence, if that great man had been removed dur- 
ing the w^r, we (hou^d not now be difputing as to the mode 
by wfaijch we (hould govern India, becaufe, my Lords, we 
ihou)d not haye fa^d India to govern. The noble Earl 
(Sandwich^ li» f^ivcn your Lordfhips a long account of 
enormities coi^smitted in India, but he has totally omitted 
to ftate CO your Lordfhips the dates of the feveral tranC- 
afiions he has mentioned. He tells you, my Lords, that 
Mr. Haftings, whofe name, by the bye the poble Lord di4 
not mention^ though he profefled to have ;ii high opinion 
of him ; but he tetls you, my Lords, that Mr. Haftings 
appointed an old wonvan to be the guardian of the perfon of 
tjhe Nabob of Bengal during his minority ; and is re- 
arefeoted as a ftrange a£t of abfurdity, or fom^ththi^worfc. 
Vox,. XIV. O ing But, 
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But, my Lords, Mr. Haftings affigned good and fufficicnt 
rcafons for his choice. If a native of rank had been ap- 
pointed, Mr. Haftings dreaded the influence it would give 
him in Bengal. If a near male relation, he feared for the 
Nabob's life. The Direftors very warmly approved tho 
choice, and the tranfaftion happened in 1772. Whenevcf 
your Lordftiips go into the whole of Mr. Haftings'sconduft, 
you will find thofe parts which now appear reprehenliblr^ 
very different from what they are reprefented. 1 fpeak wiia 
r.cfpeft of the tranfaftions in another place ; but furely you» 
Lprdfliips muft allow, that the Reports of the SeleS Com- 
mittee carry upon the very face of them the ftrongeft marks 
of partiality. To criminate Mr. Haftmgs, appears the folc 
end of each Report ; bat, ray Lords, has his condufl been 
fairly reprefented ? 1 wifh, on fome future day, to fee him 
^t that bar, when I am furc he will recover from your Lord- 
fliips a complete acquittal from all the charges, not brought^ 
but infinuated againfl: him. Look, my Lords, to the gre^t 
aftions of Mr. Haftings,. and thofe who ferved under him. 
My Lprds, the campaign in GUzzerat, the capture of 
Ahmedabad and Bafleen, the ftorm of Scindia's camp, and 
the other important events which have occurred during the. 
M^hraita.war, when the officer of Mr« Haftings's choice,^ 
General Goddard, commanded the Britifli army, will adori^ 
the page of hiftory in future times. The feparate army 
formed by Mr. Haftings to attack the dominions of Mada- 
jee Scindia ; the capture of the important, apdj till thettj^, 
impregnable fortrefs of Gualior, by Colonel Popbam, is an 
event worthy to be ♦ccorded to the lateft times. My 
Lords, it is abfurd, ii is ridiculous to fay Mr. Haftings 
was the author of the Mahratta war. It began at Bombay : 
it was concluded in Bengal. The peace vyas difapproved of. 
at home. Mr. Haftings was inftruded to fcize the fiiteft 
opportunity for brealiing the treaty. The noble Earl in 
tlie green ribband has laid, Mr. Haftings called the-Mah- 
rattarwar his.war. No, my Lords, he never did ; but he 
conjured Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheeler, as they threw the 
. reiponfibility yppn him^ from a particular period, to permit 
biai to conduft irJ and the merit of ^he peace is all his ovvn. 
The merit' o^ relieving the Carnatic,. to which we owe the 
grelervatioq of India, is all his own. Sir' Eyre Coote has 
confeffed it. The merit of inducing the Nizam to remaia 
neuter, aiid of pujxrhafing the march of Colonel PearfeV 
army thrpugb tb.e MaiuatU countr j> is all his own. Thq. 

time 
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time will come, when thefe fcrvices will be acknowledged. 
When yoar Lordfhips fhall make the infurreftion of Bena- 
rc«, or the ftate of the Vizier's country the fubjcft of cn- 

3 airy, Mr. Haftings's conduA Will then appear in a very 
ifFercnt point of view ; allowances will be made for the 
' difficalties with which the State was furrounded. We were . 
the (bverefgns of Benares, and Mr. Haftings had a right to 
exa& military fervice from the zcmin^lar. Do your Lord- 
Ihips mean, that under no circumflances military fervice is 
to be exafied ? If fo, your empire in India may be fhort 
indeed. On fuch a tenure, no zemindar in India ever 
flood. It is in proof, from the evidence of Captain Har- 
per to the SeleA Committee, that Bulwant Sing, father 
of Cheyt Sing, always furniflicd his quota of military force 
to his fovereign in time of war, independent of the annual 
reventie he paid— wc became the fovereign — we had a right 
to exaft military fervice, and ii was flriftly confonant to 
the cooftitution of the Mogul empire. My Lords, if I 
view Mr. Haftings as a financier, how much reafon ihall I 
have to admire bis conduct ? When he arrived in Bengal in 
1772^ the Company owed, upon bond) one million three 
hundred thoufand pounds : this debt he paid off. I refpcft 
the memories of the gentlemen who were fent 'to India in 
17749 and died there; but unfortunate was it indeed for 
this country, that they fo very early differed from Mr. Haf- 
tiags, and carried their differences to fo great a height — if 
they had not, Bengal would have been the firft Government 
in the world. Can there, my Lords, be a greater proof of 
Mr. Haftings's knowledge of the revenues of Bengal than 
this? That he has adually increafed them one million iler« 
ling, and prefer ved his own provinces in tranquillity, though 
war has defolated other parts of India. Let not your Lord- 
, Ihips be carried away by idle declamation ; examine into 
fafis, and you will find that Bengal is in a flourilhing litua- 
tion ; and that, perhaps,' no country has improved fo much 
AM that hat done fince Mr. Haftings governed it, though 
be came there only two years after a deitruAive famine^ 
which had fwept away above a third of the inhabitants of 
Bengal. Peace is now completely reftored ; retrenchments 
in expence have taken place in every department; and in a 
irery few years our (ituation in India will be more flourifhing 
than ever, if we do not ruin that country by the mcafures 
adopted in this. 1 know no man but Mr. Haftings, who 
van reduce your cxpences, and pay off your debt* in India. 

O2 He 
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He will do it, I am confident, if h-e is properly and con- 
ftantly fopported from home; and therefore I cannot ap- 
prove a bill, which has for its objedi the removal and^diT- 
grace of fo great a man, were my other objeftions, which 
are invincible, done away. 
The EarJof 'j'he £^^1 of Derby entered into a long defence of the bill. 
He endeavoured to obviate every objeflion urged againft it. 
He ftated various circumftances refpeftlng the conduft of 
Governor Haftings, which he fupported by long cjuotations^ 
from authentic recprds on this fubjeft. He depifted the mi- 
feries of diftrcffed Nabobs, and their ruined families. Nc- 
ceffity, it was urged, was the caufe of their mifcries;. and 
did neceffiiy aujthofife fuch outrages on humanity ? And wa^ 
neceffity, in the correfliojn of thefe evils, to be reprobated 
as the foundation of this bill ? Here his Lordlbip indulged z 
. pathetic declamation, and he gave a detail of the tranfac-' 
tions of Mre Haftings with Cheyt Sing; he reprobated the 
conduftof the Governor General in the moft pointed term* 
of fpirited^indignation ; and in a recitai of the various tranf- 
aftions in the feveral prefidencies up from the year 1763, he 
exhibited the moft glaring proofs of barbarity, cruelty, im- 
. policy, and delinquency. Did not thefe things call for a 
new fyftem ? Better that we (hould be extirpated in India, 
than that we fhould go on as we had done for many years. 
The noble Earl concluded with faying, that he few how thf 
bill was to go ; and it was an appearance which, rn his mind, 
was moft' alarming to the independence of Parliament; for 
without referring to any particular rumour, and without 
mentioning or alluding to the name of any Peer, he muft fay, 
that the circumftances attending that bill, fhewed that there 
had been an interference of a moft unconftitutional kind. 
What clfe could there have been, when they few, that after 
members had pledged themfelves in the moft fecred and un» 
equivocal manner to the fupport of this bill, they fhould 
]io;¥ change their opinion, and z& againft it? To what could 
fuch cendu£t be ailigned, but an interference which their 
Lordftiips oiightta dread more than any calamity that could 
be deriyed from the operation of this bill, admitting even 
that its operation (hould be as calannitous as it was ftated to 
be ? Better that the territories of India fhould for ever be^ 
loft to thi3 country, than that an interpofition fhould exift 
by which the independence of this Houfe fhould be de- 
ft royed^ 

Lor4 
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Lord Camdin faid, that he came down unrolicitec), artd Imi < 
urtconnefied, to deliver his candid and independent opinion ^^' 
on the bilL He declared himfelf an enemy to Its principle, 
for it was a moft violent infringement of the property of the 
greateft Company in the world. It, in fa£t, deprived them 
of their property ; for though, under the bill, there was a 
I'pecioas appearance of the property being preferved for the 
beoefit of the Company, yet, when it was coniidered that 
tbut property was to be put in truft^ that it was to be ma- 
naged bv others, and that thofe who were to m^^nage it, 
were neither to l>e appointed nor controled by the proprie-* 
tors, their Lordfhips would believe that it was in fa£t a de^ 
privation of property : for if a fteward^ ortraflee, was placed 
in the poireflion of their Lordfhips' rents and rights, and that 
fteward, or truftce, was neither to be dependent on, nor to 
be cootroled by them, wpuld they imagine that they had any- 
available property in their eftates ? It was the quality of pro- 
perty to be fubjefl only to the owner : It changed its na- 
ture when he loft his authority over it. A perfon who bad 
delivered his property over to the management of another, 
in truft, might, indeed, have a certain annual benefit from 
it; but be was not the independent polTefTor o^ his own 
property, for he could not convert it to his ufes, nor take 
any advantage from it but his annual ilipend. This bill,, 
therefore, pronounced either a commiffion of bankruptcy, 
or bi lunacy on the Company. It pronounced them to bo 
cither unable, from want of property, to proceed in their 
trade, or from want of mental capacity. The only argu- 
ment for this violent meafure was, that of necelGry *, a plea 
which had been ufed by every Minifter, good and bad, and 
alfo by every King, for the word and moft atrocious ads 
that were ever perpetrated. Neceffity was one of thof« 
terms which might always be ufed with or without meaning; 
but in this cafe nothing could be admitted as an argument 
but a great State neceility. Did fuch a neceffity exift ? He 
believed not, or, at leaft, it did not appear on the face of 
their proceedings, or on any of the grounds which had been 
exhibited. The Company were not proved to be in a bank- 
rupt ftate. They.had procJuced a ftatement of their financet- 
They had ihewn, that by the calamities of war the/ had 
fuffered a lofs of f^veral millions, in advantage of tht« 
country. They had fhewn that their embarraffmcnts were 
merely temporary; their creditors were not clafnorout; 
thtir circomftanccs were not defperate. Nothing was mote 

common 
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common in the contingencies of a merchant's fortune^ than 
that, in a hard run uponjhis credit, he Ihould call together 
his friends, expdfevhis circucnftances, and when his credi- 
tors found that his bottom was good, to give him time, and 
rank him in the fame folid eftimation as before. This was 
ex^Sly the whole of the Company's cafe. They wanted 
nothing but indulgence for a Ihort time ; they expofed their 
books to'Governmcnt for the purpofe of convi'ncing them 
that their credit was good ; and no neceffity appeared that 
juftificd the violent infringement attempted by this bill* 
Did there a ncceflity exifl: of another kind ? Were the pre- 
ftnt conduftors of the Company's affairs incapable of ma- 
naging them ? He faid they were not proved, by any evi- 
dence that he had feen, to be incapable* Nothing had even 
been imputed of blame to the Court of Direftors. They 
yrere acknowledged to have written their dif^atches with the 
moft fenfiblc policy ; and to have ftudied, purfued, and ac-* 
complifhed the real intercfts of the Company. But certain 
abufes Were mentioned, and the conduft of Mr. Haftings 
was brought forward, to prove how (hamefuUy the affairs of 
the Compaoy had been adminiftered in India. Without en- 
tering into the queftion of Mr. Haftings, who was, by the 
bye, the foul of our fuccels "m India, he afked, if, when 
Government interfered, they had been able to punifh guilt 
more than the Court of Direftors ? He inftanced the cafe of 
the ' perfons convifted for the treatment of Lord Pigot* 
When thofe men came into the court to receive judgment, 
they came With their pocket books loaded with Bank notes, 
and prepared, with as much facility, to pay 20,oool. as 
they paid loool. Was this the inftance by which the offi- 
cers in India were to^ taught that they were not to com- 
tnit crimes with impunity ? It was idle to talk of the guilt 
of the Court of Direftors in fuch inftances as thefcj when 
Government had, in faft, given their countenance to every 
meafure of the Direftors for many years paft. Give the 
Court of Direftors the power that is given by this biU to 
the feven* new Direftors, and try if then they will not be 
able to regulate the^affairs of the Company in India, '^rcc 
them from the control of the proprietary, and fubjeft theh 
difpatcbes to the perufal of Minifters, and you will not be 
bppofed by all men as afting the part of violators and de-^ 
^ftroyers of rights fecured by chartefs. In no part of this 
whole bufinefs did there appear any other neceffity for the 
i>ill> but the Acceifity that Minifters rnuft keep their places* 
. " - Thi^ 
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This w^ the only neceflity which appeared, and that that 
was the only neceility which had given rife to the bill, ap- 
peared from one claufe in it-r— that which gave the Minifter 
the power of appointing to every office in India, great and 
fmall. The influence of the Crown had been curtailed by 
certain bills, and they required this bill to fupply the place 
of thofe a£ts which diminifhed the influence ; and indeed it 
did it in ja moft ample manner, He called the Houfe to re- 
member what pains, what efforts they had ufed to gain thofe 
points ; and were they now to pafs a bill which granted more 
patronage than was polTeffed by almofi any potentate in Eu- 
rope ? He fpoke of the Marquis of Rockingham's fteady 
perfeverance to the end in the doftrines of Whiggifra, and 
lamented that fome of thofe who called themfelves his f^LeDds, 
fhould now favour a fyftem fo inimical to that fyflem which 
it had been the labour and end of that great man's life tp 
eftabliflb. 

^zrLFitzwilliam entered at confiderable length into the ar-a ^frl Fits- 
guments for the bill|^ and to (hew that th^ Company's finann **^^*°** 
ces were indeed fuch as to call for the immediate interference 
of Parliament, he enumerated a variety of objcftiofts to the 
ftatement of their affairs, pointing out the fallacies of theiit 
account, and (hewing that they were not only in great and 
urgent necef&ties, but that, without the prefent interpoiitioDn 
they mult be precipitated to ruin. He referred to what tha 
noble Lord had faid of the principles and purity of the Mar« 
quia of Rockingham. He paid him the warmefl compli-^ 
inents; yet, that noble Lord was always againft the unno^ 
cciTary and corrupt influence of the Crown. He ha^ con- 
flantl'y been for the diminution of the power of corruption ; 
but was he aq enemy to flable and permanent government } 
No ; as he wifhed for order, for regulation, for peace, and 
all the comforts of a government foundly adminiftered, he 
wifhed to fee Adminiftration fupported by fair, public, and 
Tefponfible influence. If that noble Marquis bad perceived 
the (brt of influence which was now but too apparent, he 
would have condemned it with more energy, with more de- 
termination, and coniidered it with more alarm than he 
could exprels in words. His mind, filled and aduated by 
the motives of Whiggifm> would ill brook to fee a dark and 
fecret influence exerting itfelf againfl the independence of 
parliament, and the authority of Minifters. 

Lord Kinj;- fpoke againfl the bill, and, with confiderable Lord King* 
jieat^ demanded, if| as it was faid that certain Peers were 
* " ' " . influenced * 
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influenced by fecret ahd unavowed means, he was ranked 
among the number. He dared any roan to fay that he was 
diftated to in his opinion on this or upon any other occafioo. 

lord Cage. Lord G^gc fupported the bill on the fame independent 
ground; He had conncftions with no Minifters, He ha4 
received favours from none fincie tlie days of his friend the 
Duke of Newcaftle. He had no ohjeftions to reform; 
but he never would confent to the infringement of public 
charters. 

Tke larl cf ' The Earl of Radnor conftdered the feveral argufiients de- 
di2ced for or againft the bill, from the conftitution, ftatc, 
and finances of the Company ; from the conduft of the Dii- 
rcftors, the control of the proprietors, the behaviour of the 
fcrvants abroad, or tb'e flate of the government of the lii-r 
dian territories, to be infinitely undeferving confideration, 
compared with tbofe which related to theeffefts the bill would' 
have at home. The government pf territory at fuch a dif- 
tance, by a fet of merchants, and they perpetually change? 
ing, was an abfurdity : but, fuch as it was, it was carrying 
on, under the eye of Minifters, who, in many inftanccs, 
already had a right, and in many more, at leaft, would have 
been enabled by Parliament, to interfere in political matt 
tefs. But if fuch a government was abfprd, when carrred 
an bj merchants, would it be lefs fo, when vefted in any 
other fet of pi-ivate men ? Would it be lefs exceptionable in 
a conftitutional view ? Would it be lefs imperium in impcrio? 
W f^'ft, it was perfeftly well known, that for reafons intelli* 
giblc to every one, but which could not be pointed out there, 
the very intention, fcope, and purport of this bill was to 
ereft, not imperium in imp^io^ but imperium contra imperium. 
He had been an enemy to the influence of the Crowii, and, 
as an inconfpicuous individual^ promoted feveral meafures 
which tended to check and leffen that influence; but he would 
rrever fet up another influence to counteraft and balance it^ 
He had favoured the plans which prevented the patronage oiF 
the Crown from afl^efting the independence of Parliament; 
but he never would be for ifluing againft the Wearer of that 
crown a commiflion of ;nfancy, and of forming, after the 
models of Indoftan, a BHtifh pageant of royalty and infig- 
nificapce. He was a friend to the form, as well as the fpi- 
ift of the conftitution, and lamented the want of refponfi- 
billty contrived by this bill. He wifhed to know why it was 
fo framed, except that, in plain truth, the Minifter who 
planned it, meant, by getting all this patronage, to hold 
2 tha 
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the ficuation, which he af!^£ts to retain by the good pteafure 
of the Crown, in defiance of it, without being aniwerablc 
for the confequences of miftDanagement or ill iuccefs. He 
faid, the duty of the Peers was ecjually to defend the jail 
rights of the Crown, and the liberties of the people. The 
erofi of this bill would be probably fatal to the freedom of 
eleAion ; unqueftionably fo to the independence of Parlia- 
ment. It would be alfo derogatory to the fimplicity of the 
conftitation, and the honour of the Sovereign, by invefling 
certain of his fubje&s with a dignity, a luftre, and a pa« 
tronage, equal to the Sovereign's ; and therefore he fhould 
vote decidedly againft the bill. 

The Bifliop of Salijbury rofe, while Lord Mansfield was The Bp. of 
putting the queftion ; and fome Lords objcfted that the s***^"''^ 
queftion was put, on which the Bifhop faid, he was in the 
jadgment of the Houfe whether he was within the ftri£t or- 
der of their Lordfhips' proceedings or not; and he fhould 
abide by the decifion of the noble Lord on the woolfack. 
On Loid Mansfield's nodding aiTent, the Bifhop went on. 
Heobferved, that if he was on the verge of irregularity, he 
trufted he fhould obtain their LordOiips' forgivenefs, when 
thev were apprifed of the motive which had rendered him fo 
tardy in rifing. He had hoped that fome noble Lord,* whofe 
rank, whofe connexions, and whofe talents, gave his fenti- 
ments a weight, to which, on none of thofe grounds, he had 
the leaft pretenfions, would have flated to their Lordfhips 
an idea, which had forcibly ftruck his mind in the courfe of 
this debate. He confidered the bill under their Lordfhips' 
difcuffion, as exceptionable in many of its parts; but one of 
them^ if not done away, as an infurmountable barrier to its 
being pafled. The part to which he alluded was that which, 
in a manner, unexampled in the records of regular Parlia- 
ments, vefted the nomination of the new Diredors in the 
legiflative, wrefling it out of the hands pf the executive 
branch, where the conflitution placed it. This was fuch an 
infringement of the legal prerogative of the Crown as he 
could never confent to. On principle he revered the Crown ; 
he adifoired the virtue of the Prince who wore it, and he felt 
the warmefl gratitude for the unremitted favours which that 
Prince had conferred upon him. He muft therefore refift 
the commitment, unlefs fome Lord, high in office, would give 
aflbrance that Miniflers would not oppofe the amendment of 
that claufe in the Committee. Were fuch an affuxance 
given, he was feady to vote for the commitment ; was it 

Vol, XIV. P with-hcld, 
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with-held, the bill Ihould have his decided negative. Thrtc 
noble Lords, who had fpoke with the nioft diftinguifhed abi- 
lity againft the bill, had admitted the neceffity of feme re- 
gulations in the Eaft-^India Company. How were thofe rtf- . 
gnlations to be cftablifhcd, but either by a new bill, or com- 
mitfting the prcfent ? The advantages of the latter were ob- 
vious. He could not, therefore, but hope their Lordfhipt 
would confent to the commitment, on the condition ha had 
ftipulated. It might there be fo amended, (b new caft, a» 
to give fatisfafi:ion to all parties. The Biftiop faid farther^ 
what he bad hitherto urged, was not the only ground oa 
trhich he had formed the opinion he had pre{4imed to give; but 
he thought the commitment wife and proper, as a decent re- 
fpeft to the Houfe of Commons, which had paiTed this bill 
by a<majority of 114. Zealous for the dignity of that Af* 
fembly, of which he had the honour to be a member, he 
could not but feel an anxiety that it fhould on this, as on all 
eccaiions, prefcrve that dignity, and proceed with this bill, 
as they uniformly did with all others of fuch magnitude and 
importance, which came to their Lordfhips* houff, fo cir- 
curhflanced as this bill was. He wifhed to alleviate, not to 
cncreafe, heats. He pretended not to know what, at that 
moment, was agitating elfewhere. fThisexpreffion, mifap- 
prehended, as we ioKigine, occafioned Lord Mansfield's 
fiying they were to know nothing of what paffed in the 
other Houfe.] The Bilhop proceeded, and faid, that he ad- 
verted only to future confequences. He was attached to 
every part of the conftitution. As a friend to this country, 
he could not but wifh that fuch a mode of conduft might be 
purfued, as by committing the bill, would expunge all that 
was unconftitutional, amend all that was faulty, and infert 
^ fuch regulations as would reftore to the Crown its juft rights, 
and introduce fuch a tcfmperate reform in the management 
of the Eaft-India Company's aiFairs, as every dil^ationate 
man muft allow that the prcfent ftate of the Company de- 
manded. 

The Earl of The Earl of Carlt/k faid, that on.thequeftion of com- 

Cailiflc. ^n^itrnent it was impoffible to fay what the Committee 
' Would do. 

The queftion of commitment was put, and carried in 
r the negative. 

The Earl of The Earl oi Coventry then moved> that the bill be rejected. 

Coventry. ^^^ coHverfation occurred. The Houfe divided, 
^Not contents 75 Proxies ao 'Total 95 

Contents 57 Proxies 19 Total 75 

The 
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Tte foUo#iiig it an accurate L I S T of the two Divifions. 

Monday^ December 15. 

ON THE INDIA BILL. 

It was moved to adjourn. 
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December 24. 

His Majefty came to the Houfe in ftate and pafTed fcverai 
bills. Lord Thurlow fat as Chancellor.^ 
Adjourned to January 20. 

January 20, 1784. 

The Lord Chancellor informed the Houfe, that he had 
received a letter from Sir Edward Hughes, in return to the 
thanks of the Houfe^ which he had communicated. The 
letter was read. 

January 21. 

The Earl of Effingham rofe up and acquainted their Lord- E«ri of Ef- 
Ihips that he fhould not think he had difcharged his duty, fingham. 
'was he to leave the Houfe without taking notice of what 
had appeared in the public prints (and which he fuppofed 
was authentic) refpefting fome refolutions of a very extra- 
Ordinarj' nature, lately come to in another Houfe. His 
LfOrdfliip declared himfelf at a lofs how to a£l upon the oc- 
cafion, whether he fhould immediately move their Lordfliips 
to come to fome refolution, or whether it would be better to 
bring the matter forward on a future day, when many Lords 
now abfent might attend; this he left for their Lordihips to 
determine; but at the feme time hoped that fome noble Lord 
more experienced in parliamentary forms than himfelf, 
nrould rife up and point out to him the manner by which the 
stroceedings alluded to, might come properly before that 
Houfe. > His Lordfhip acknowledged that he Hood on very 
render' ground, and fhould be thankful to any noble Lord 
For his sdlftance upon the occaiion. He thought the refolu- 
tions new and extraordinary, and calculated not only to 
n'eate a diflention between the two Houfes of Parliament, 
but to inJBame the minds of the public. Before the fuppor- 
ters of thofe meafures had gone farther in their career, he 
Jeemed it highly requifite to the peace of the empire, that 
their Lordfliips fliould take the matter into ferious confide* 
ration, and come to fome refolve which might tend to flop 
!b dangerous a progrefs. The eyes of all Europe were now 
jpon this country^ and the difTentions and jealoufies which 

^ A total change of Minidry had taken place before the meeting of 
ht Hoofe on this day, for which vide Commons Debates, 
■'•*•'• diflrafted 
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di ft rafted the Councils of late, made ftrangc appearancei 
abroad. His Lordfhip confeffed that he was inadequate to 
the tafk jiimfelf, but he hoped the matter would be taken up 
by fomc more able advocate. He declared^ thaY he tcould 
not go home with a fafe.confcience, unlefft he had thus d^ 
charged what he thought to be his duty as a Peer of tkc 
realm, at a time when the Hate of the politics of England 
fo loudly called for the partioilar care and regard of their 
Lordfliips. 

A filence prevailed for a fhort fpace of time aflcr b's 
Lordfhip fat down, and no one rifing to reply, 

The Chancellor put the queftion of adjournment for to- I 
morrow, and the Houfe adjourned accordingly. 

January 26.. 

Ld. Sydney. Lord S^dney^ one of the principal Secretaries of State, 
delivered the following meffage from his Majefty, viz. 

" George R. 

** His Majefty thinks proper to acquaint the Houfe rf 
Peers, that the two laft divifions of Heffian troops, which 
■were employed in America, in the fervice of Great Britain^ 
in having arrived in the Downs, the place of their rende»- 
vous, until the fetting in of the froft in the river Wcfer, 
had made it impra6licahle for them to proceed immediately to 
the place of their final deflination, his Majefty has found it 
unavoidably neceffary to order the faid troops t# difembark, 
and to be ftationed in the barracks of Hilfea, Dover, and 
Chatham ; and at the fame time has given diredions, that 
they fhall be reimbarked and fent honae as foon ^s the Wefcr 
u navigable ; every neceffary preparation for that purpofe 
having, by his Majefty 's orders, been already made. 

G. R." 

Ordered, " That an humble addreft be prefented to his 
Majefty, to return his Majefty the thanks of this Houfe for 
the gracious communication contained in-his Majefty's mcfr 
fage to this Houfe ;" aiid that the fame be pxefented to lui 
Majefty by the Lords with white ftave$, 

January 27. 

The Earl of The Earl of EffinghAm rofe to make ati apology to tht 
Effingham. Houfe, that hehad not followed up with fome motions, the few 

obfervations he troubled their Lordfliips with the laft Week. 

He declared he now addrcffed them with no Other View btrt 
I to 
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to gife that account of his conduTft, which they were entit- 
led to. He d^jfired their Lordfhips to confider that as the 
conftitutioD had drawn a line between the three branches ot 
tlie legifiature, it was an infringement of that conftitution 
for any one of the branches to aiTume to it lei f any power 
vrhich was vefted in any other branch, yet as a (liort tem- 
porary heat might fometimes occafion fome refolution to pafs 
cither Houfe of Parliament, which, ftriSly confjdered, 
might be deemed a breach of the conAitution, it belonged to 
the calmer and more temperate individuals to find a way to 
preferve the independency of that branch to which they be- 
longed, without betraying the conflitution by a criminal ac- 
quiefcence. 

He fuppofed, for inflance, that their Lordfliips fliould, at 
any time, fo far encroach on any known, fixed, and allowed . 
privilege of the Commons, refpedling grants ot money, as 
to pafs a refolution, afluming to themfelves any of their pri- 
vileges ; would not the Houfe of Commons naturally think 
they owed it to their conftituents to refift fuch encroach- 
ments? And would not the more temperate part of this 
Houfe take every opportunity of urging their Lordfliips to 
refcind fuch refolutions, and thereby avoid, what never can 
happen without danger of great inconvenience, a difference 
between the two Houfes ? 
• The Cmie kind of argument, he faid, would apply to the 
fuppofition of the Commons ufurping judicature, or any 
other power not conflitutionally entrulted to them. On 
thefe accounts, he faid, he had refolved to bring forward 
fome motions refpe£ting refolutions of the Lower Houfe, 
but for an event that he was informed had happened, viz. 
That a number of the moft refpcdlahle individuals had had a 
feparate meeting,, for the purpole of preventing beats and 
animofities from rifing to any enormous height. What the , 
refult of that meeting might br, could not be certainly 
known, but furely much might be hoped from it/* 

His^ Lordfhip therefore concluded with faying, he hoped- 
this would be fufficient to juftify him t?o the Houfe for not 
now bringing forward any regular propofitions, but deferring 
till next week the motions he had intended for this day. He 
heartily wifhed that in the next week he might be equally 
well able to excufe himfelf from bringing them forward at 

* A number of the country gentlemen held meetings at the St. 
Alban's tavern, for the purpofe of mediating between the contending 
parties, and bringing about a general union. 

• ' all; 
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all ; and he fincerely hoped, the coalitioa fo much talked of, 
^ would take place, in order to bring back gentlemen to cool 

reaibning, whole tempers had, for fome time back, been 
heated, and that the union would b» founded on principles 
cxtenfive and beneficial to this country, and prevent him 
from troubling their Lordfhips on any future occafion. 
EarlFer- K^id Ferrers faid a few words upon the rumour without 
"'*• doors refpe£ling an union, which had it not been the in- 

tention of many worthy gentlemen to endeavour to bring 
about, his Lordfhip declared his intention of moving thftir 
Lordfhips on that day, to have addrefled his Majefty todif- 
folve the Parliament. 

V The Lord Chancellor, as foon as Lord Ferrers fat down, 
rofe up and moved the queflibn for adjournment. 

January 30. 

Attended to hear divine fervice. The fermon preached 
by the Bifhop of LandafE 

Fehruary 3* 

Theiartof The Earl of Effingham rofe merely to inform the Houfe, 
Effingham, xh^x lie fhould to-morrow trouble them with a motion re- 
fpe£l:ing infolvent debtors ; it being a matter which he con- 
ceived of fome confequence, he thought it was incumbent 
on him to give this notice, although his motion would only 
be for a Committee to take their fituation into confidera- 
tion, and as that was as far as he meant to proceed, he 
fhould leave it to the Houfe, whether it was neceflary to 
fummon their Lordfhips or not. -He likewife begged leave 
to obferve, that he might perhaps alfo trouble them with a 
motion, which he had feveral times hinted at : this he would 
not pledge himfelf to do, but he thought it a fubjedk in 
which the honour of that Houfe was mofl materially con- 
cerned : every man in the kingdom was affiifled by it, and it 
was therefore the duty of every man to put a flop to it if in 
his power. 
TheDoIceof The Duke of Bridgeu;ater \\\\nYmg the introduftion of a 
Bridge^^atcr new mode for relieving the infolvent debtors a matter of 
great importance, moved that their Lordfhips be fummoned, 
which was ordered. 
The Earl of The Earl of Effingham feeing the Lord Chancellor about 
Effingham* ^o put the queflion of adjournment, declared he had not the 
leaft objefiion to the HoUfe being^ fununoned ; he did not 

^ apprehend 
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Aipprehcod tlvit his motion would meet with the leaft oppofi- 
tioni IS it would be only for afCommittee to take the fuh- 
je6k into confideration : had lie meant any refolution on it 
'^o paft the Houfe, I«e certainly fhould have moved for their 
t^ipg iuiiunoned himfelf ; it was a. matter of very ferious 
.coniisanence;, and yet the other fubjecSl which he believed he 
./houlct bring forward was of a much greater confequence, 
^d he therefore b^;ged their Lordfliips would deliberate 
upon it, and that they. might do fo, he had taken this oppor- 
tunity to apprize them of his intention. He perhaps ought 
to havse been more explicit when he fpoke ot it firft. He 
now informed their Lordfliips, that he adverted to the rcfo- 
' Jptions of the other Houfe. 

Lord Stormont expreSed his aflonifliment at what had now Lerd Stor- 
fallen from the noble Earl. He was not in the Houfe when «®n^* 
bis Lor4ihip firft exprefled his intentions to their Lordfliips, 
fnit from the motion he heArd made, he concluded the Houfe 
was to be funimoned on the fituation of the infolvent deb- 
tors; he muft therefore confefe he was fomewhat furprifed to 
hear the noble Earl fay he fliould bring on two matters of 
fuch very great importance, according to his own exprefiion, 
in one day ; however he fliouId not trouble the Houfe with 
any motion upon it, yet he would leave ^t, he would not 
iay to their candour, that was an expreffion he by no means 
lapproved of, but to their juftice, wildom, and pnulence, 
whether i^ would be proper to come to a determination on 
fo Tery material a fubjefl in fo hally a manner ^ he con- 
(ceiTedfit to be a oueftion that would require the ai&Aance of 
rvery member belonging to that Houfe, and many of them, 
who had attended day alter day, ia expe£tation ot fome fuch 
motion as the ooble Earl ksud now faid it was his intention 
Comaker and who, he was convinced, meant to deli vier their 
lentiments^upon it, were at prefent in the country, and it 
was impoffibje for them to attend at fo fliprt a notice ; if the 
inotioQf prere of that confe^uence which the noble Earl bad 
ftated thprOf furely he did not treat them with that refpefk 
they 4mrve4i by bringing them both forward in one day ; 
beudei, be would (ubnHt it to him (elf, whether wliat he had 
1^ alluded to, did not require more notice to be given, to 
preveac ks hiring chargred v^iih haviqg hpen brought on with 
fTBcifkacion. 

^ Tte Earl of Efingbam declared it wsu the fartbeft from The Carl 0^ 
his wi^ CO briqg any matter on with precipitation ; he ad- Effinihan. 
Ipit&ed that the queftipn he had alluded to required a full 
hmrfc, and he tboMhc. ac this feaiioaof the ycar« there was 
Yoi,?UV, CL very 
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rerj little need of apprehending a thin one, at evea a day'* 
notice ; provided it mould turn out fo, it would certainly 
then have been time-enough for his Lordfhip to have €%• 
prefled his defire of having it delayed^ on finding that to be 
the cafe. It was on a fubjeA, that to delay it any timei 
would be in effeft delaying it altogether. With refpeft to 
bringing on two motions of fuch importance on ofie day^ he 
would alTure the noble Lord, that it was merely on conceiT- 
ing there could not pofEbly be any debate on thefirft, there* 
fore he thoughtthere would be fufOcient time for their entering 
iipoii the latter ; but if any noble Lord thought otherwife, 
he would mod readily give up the firft to fome futur^ day; 
but the alarming (ituation of the kingdom made it indifpea-^ 
fably ueceiTary to proceed on the other as foon as poffible. 
Dtill^ of The Duke of Cbandos wifhed the noble Earl to poftpoDC 

Cbandof. thc Infolvent Debtors bufinefs to another day. The fecood 

bufinefs was of the mpft immediate concern, 
tord $tor- Lord Stormont faid, te by no means meant it to be delay** 
■■•^''' ed for any long time ; but he thought putting it off till 
Thurfday or Friday would only be giving neccflary time for 
the attendance of many noble Lords, who might wifh to de- 
liver their fentiments upon it. He was very far from ex- 
peding a thin attendance, yet it was ^ motion that, in hit 
opinion, required, and he hoped be fhould fee, as full an 
aflembly, whenever it came on, as ever h^d collected in that 
houfe. He therefore left it with the noble Earl, and every 
noble Lord then in the houfe, to determine whether it would 
be proper to bring it on at fo little notice, or allowing pre* 
per time for fumq:|oning their Lordfhips, 
Adjourned. 

February 4. 

TiicEtrlof The Earl of Effinghamy in conformity to a pi-evious prot 
Ei^agham. mife on the bufinei's of the day, adverted to the (ituation of 
public affairs, in refpefEt to the refolutions lately pafled by the 
Houfe of Commons. The noble Earl thought them of fuch 
magnitude in the politics of this country^ and of fuch con- 
fequence to the empire, that he deemed it neceflary, on a 
former day to intimate, and on the prefent day to bring for^^ 
ward, his Qpiiiipn on the fubjeft. New powers, auumed 
. - by cither branches of thc Legiflature, were dangerous inno- 
vations on the conftitution of the country, and fhould, by 
etery poffible means, be flopped in their outfet. He had read' 
with much care and atteattoo^ and with mu^ regi'^t^ whs^t 

' . * paffe4 
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pafled lately in another Houfe-of Parliament; and he wiflied 
tor, and he hoped he (hould be able to accomplifh, fome 
Itieans to ftop a career of refolutidns, which he imagined 
mighty if not checked, arrive to an uncontrolable length 
incfeed. The prerogative of the Crown» in one of its moft 
cflcntial; privileges, the appointment of Minifters, wai at* 
tacked, and a kind of new power fee up* The prerogative 
of the Crown wat a privilege in one branch of the Legiila* 
tare, which he hop^ he fliould never fee trampled upon« 
It was hi> deiire to foften what he had to propofe to the 
Hoofe, and to convey the fenfe of the motion he had to 
make. At the fame time that he felt this to be unavoidable, 
and that their fufFering them to pafs, without coming to 
fome refolation refpefting them, would betray an unpar- 
donable indifference on the part of their Lordfhips with re* 
jgard to the conRitution, and perhaps endanger its exiftence, 
he was aware of the great neceffity there was to avoid doing ' 
anv thing rafh, hafty, or violent, or that was at all likely to 
dinurb the harmony that at prefent fubfiiled between that 
and the other Houfe of Parliament. He had therefore taken 
time to confider of what might be the ftep moft proper to be 
adopted by their Lordfhips on the occaiion, and he flattered 
himfelf that what he Ihould propofe would not only be free 
from objection, but would meet with general concurrence. 
Before he read the motion that included the whole of what 
he meant to propofe, he fhould firft defire the clerk to read 
die aft of the 2ift of George UT. which he did, as follows : 

** An aft for the eftablifhing an agreement with the Eaft* 
India Company for the payment of 400,oooK for the ufe of 
the public, in full difcharge of all claims on the Compairf 
until March i, 1781, in refpeft to their territorial acqui(i« 
tions and revenues,'' &c. 

Seftion 26. ** And be it farther enafted by the autho- 
rity aforefaid, that during the continuance or this aft, it 
fhall npt be lawful for the faid United Company, or their 
fucceflbrs, or any of their officers or fervants on their ac- 
count, to accept or otherwife bind the faid Company, or 
their fucceflbr.', for the payment of any bills of exchange, 
drawn by any of their officers or fervants at any of their 
Preiidencies in the Eaft Indies, for any fum exceeding the 
fum of 3OO,d00l. exdufive of certificates, to the amount 
6{ Spool, to the commanders and officers of each of the 
Company's (hips, in the fpace of anv one year, without the 
coafeat and order firft had and ootaincd of the Commif- 

Q^a fionert 



n6 . PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784. 

fioners of his Majcfly*s Treafury for the time being, Or any 
three or more of them, or of the High Trcafurcr for the 
time being, who are hereby refpeftivcly attthorifcd to give 
fuch confcnt, or to niaKe futh crrder tlierebn^ as they fliall 
jodge expedient ; and every acceptauce or engagemcnx made 
contrary to the true meanmg and interefl of this a£l^ Xhatl 
be null and void to all intents an.d purpofcs/' 

The noble Earl then dcfired that a refolmion of thU 
Houfe of Lords, in the year 1704, oiigbt be read^ which 
wHs in the following words : 
Rcfolved, 

** That it is nnconflitationaly and contrary to law, fof 
unj one branch of the Legiilature to affume to iti'elf a right 
of making any refolutions which fhould impede or put aiiop 
to the executive power of Government as by law eft blilhed^" 

The noble Earl then delired the refolutions of the Houte 
of Commons to be read, which were as follows : 

December 24, I783, 
Refolved, 
•• That the CommifBoners of the Treafury ought not to 
give their confent to the acceptance of any bills drawn, or 
to be drawn, from India, until it ihall be made appear to 
this Honfe, that fuiScicnt means can be provided for the 
' payment of the fame, when they refpeftively fall due, by 
a regular application of the clear cffeflft of the Company, 
after difcharging, in their regular courfe^ the cuftoms, and 
other fums doe to the public, and the current demands upon 
the Company, or vntii this Houi'e ihall otherwife dire6t.^ 

January 16, 1 784. 
Rcfol?*d, 
^* (That It having been declared to he the opinion of this 
Houfe, that, in the prefent fituation of his Majefty's domi* 
nions, it is peculiarly neceflary, that there fliould be aa 
Adminiftratton which h^s the confidence of (his Houf^, and 
the public; and that the appointment of his Majefty^'s pre- 
lent Minifterg were accompanied by circumftances new and 
cxtraordinaryj ^nd fuch as do not conciliate or engage the 
confidence of this Houfe) the fiomiAuanix of th^ prefent 
Minifters, in trufts of the hiighefi importance and reiponfi* 
bility, is contrary to conftitutional principles, and inJ^iriQu* 
to tbcinterefts of his M^efiyand ins people-^ 

Theft 
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1 Hefe were the rerdltitions, tliQ ooble Lord (aid, to which 
be called their Lordfliips' attention. They were of a na- 
ttic hi^Iy alarming; and the firft in particular was fd 
clearly ad infringement of the conftitution, that they flioold 
be wanting to themfelves, to the dignity bf the noule, to 
the duty which they owed to their King and Country, not td 
take iignal notice of the faft. In wording his motion, how- 
ever, -he had been careful to avoid any cvpreffion which 
mjght lead to violence ; and he fmfted the Houfe would fee 
the propriety of going the length which he propofed, in or^ 
der to put a ftop, in the prefent ftage, to a career which he 
codld not view without the moft anxious fears.' 

He firft meant to move, *' That an attempt, In any'onc 
branch of the Legillature, tofufpcnd the execution of law^ 
by feparately alTuming (o itfelf the direftion of a difcre- 
tionary' power, which, by an aft of Parliament, Is vefted 
in any body of men to be excrcifed as they fhall judge ex- 
pedient, is qn^onftitutional/' 

As foon as 'this motion was difpofed cff, he intended to 
move a.fecond proportion, in confequence of the fecond re« 
iolution of the Houfe of Commons, regarding the exercir<^ 
of the' royal prerogative in the appointment of his Minn 
flers. Or this prerogative he had no doubt ; and it ought 
to be. the care of the Houle to preferve that prerogative as 
much a^ they woulJ their own privileges. His fecond mo^ 
tion was, '* That according to the known princfplcs of this 
excellent conftitution, the undoubted authority of appoint^ 
ing to the great offices of executive Government is folcly 
vefted in his Majefty ; and that this Houfe has every reafott 
to place the firmcft reliance in his Majefty's wifdom^ in th« 
cxercife of this prerogative."- This proportions if it watf 
carried^ lie would follow with a motion for ^an addrefs to th« 
CrowQ, grounded upon the refolution* He then entered 
Jnto aw^m etzlogium of the prefent Adminiftratio^ icr ge- 
neraly refpcAing their upright and patriotic intentions to 
ferve their country^ and refcue the conftitution from the tHj--f 
warrantable attacks of a faction that had their own felfifh 
Tlews more at heart than the good of the ftatf. He could 
'witli pkafore'enterinto the charaders of fcveral of thofe he 
then had the'bonour to call his colleagues ; but many of tbem 
'^nj^ prtfent, conftrained him to deny himfelf that fatis-< 
^AiOQ, Jeft'he Ibould give offence, but had not the fat^ai 
jeftrain,l-with refpeft to a rjght honourable friend of his^ 
now worthily placed at the b^ad of Admifiiftfation. It wasi 

impofiible 
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impoffible for him to give any thing like an ac'^iuate 
idea of the tranfcetident virtues of that great man ; be 
feemed formed by nature to fill with lionour to himfelfy 
and profit to his country^ the firft offices in the State. He 
did not know which to prefer, the qualities of his head or 
heart ; one lingular inftance of difintereftednefs and public 
fjpirit he could not avoid taking notice of : circumflanced is 
he was, a youngier brother, having only a jlender fortuiK, 
and juft come into Adminiftration, he might have taken to 
himfelf, or given to any of his friends or relations, after 
the example of others, above 30CX^1. a year, which he nobtj 
bcftowed for the purpofe of adding confidcrably to the Civil 
Lift. As fuch a bright inftance of public fpirit fpoke Its 
own praife, it ftood in no need of any farther remarks of 
his. 

The nobic Earl concluded with moving his firft propoC- 
tioD. 
^SZi^** Earl Fhzufiiltam fpoke at confiderable length; he faid, 
* " that in a moment like the prefent, it became their Lordfhips 
to aft with the moderation which ought to be the corapa- 
^ nion 6f dignity ; and above all things, they ought to avoid 

interferences which might inflame inftead of conciliating the 
minds of men. The refolution of the 24th of December^ 
appeared to him in a very different point of view from that 
in which it had ftruck the noble Earl. He faw nothing 
alarmingi nothing violent, nothing in it that ought to excite 
the jealoufy of that Uoufe, or to provoke their interference. 
It was merely a piece of falutary advice, timely given to the 
Lords of. the Treafury, on a iubjeft which it well became 
the Houfe of Commons to attend to. The motion then 
under confideration confequently appeared to him wholly 
vnneceftary, and likely to difturb the harmony between the 
two Hoofes, and create a difference that could not but lead 
to the moft unfortunate confequences. With regard to tbe 
right honourable gentleman now at the head of hi^Majefly's 
admmiftration, he faid, if his fianding at the head of Ad- 
miniftration, was to Ik made the ground of voting the pre- 
fent refolutipn, he muft not only diifent from it on that point 
cf confideration, but defire, likewife, not to have his name 
included in the lift of thofe who were willing to fubfcribe to 
all that had been faid in his favour. He confidered the mofl 
general and fatal confequences as infeparable from the predi- 
cament 10 which tbe country was reduced; and for what 
reafon all this diftraAion'and confufion ? He knew he ihouU 
^2 tc 
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be underftood in aflTcrting, that the fervants of the Crown 
had no precedent for retaining their fituation in the face of 
a majority of the Houfe of Commons ; that their mode of 
acquiring power was the only counterpart to their fyftem of 
continuing it againft the voice of that Houfe and the public. 
Much as had been faid about public confidence, bis Lord- 
Ihip doubted it extremely. It would, in his opinion, have 
been ftrange indeed, if the firft Commiilioner of the Trea- 
fnry had not dill iome (hare of popularity. He would take 
ujpon him to fay, that thofe very circumftances which were 
moft incompatible with his official fituation were at the fame 
time calculated not a little to command a general fufFrage. 
His youth, his inexperience, his predilection for court, and 
ftdufion from thofe focial circles where his equals in rank 
and fortune and years commonly reforted, were fa&s whick 
always would have their weight in this country, and with all 
the world. Mut furely thefe, however valuable in an indivi- 
dual, and whatever applaufe they were calculated to excite, 
were not the qualities chiefly wanted in the firft Minifter of 
a great and refpedlable flate. Whatimight create a very con- 
iicferahle , r^puution for a private gentleman under cert^a 
circumftances, would render this great officer's fituation in- 
fignificant and ineffe£lual. What then had he yet done to 
give him a diftinfiion fo eminent and fingular ? Under what 
^peft did he appear to fill this important and bufy fphere 
with fuperior ability and wifdom ? Trace bis whole political 
conduA from the beginning, and try it by this rule. Where 
were the .great and meritorious things he had yet done, for 
which he had been fo highly and ftrangely raifed } His age, 
his parliamentary exiftence, fays the noble Earl, prevent 
our appealing to any thing atchieved by him, which can 

S've him any title or claim to fo eminent a diflin£lion. 
^hat then has been his condu£t in Parliament } Was he 
eager, .after turning Lord North out of power, to come iu 
under any defcription, and do what he could to fave a fink* 
sng ftate ? No ; it was beneath him to aA in any fubordi- 
nase fituation whatever. Was not this a moft decent exhi- 
bition ot thofe qualities which the firft departments in exe* 
CUtive Governmeut inevitably call for, and without which 
DO Admini;ftration can fucceed in this country ? It is, true, 
}ut opinions againft the American war were decifive ; but 
that queflion he found prepared to his hand. And though 
lif letnicd to aA officially with the Miniftry that followed^ 
IkP WfftAOt idle. That war being annihilated, he deter« 

mined 
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Ibined t6 tmufe them with fome other topic of popuUrity, 

He khew w^at would pleafc the bulk of the people, it ii 

to thenf) his condii£l was originally direfied ; but its afpeft 

h^i not been uniform^ The >nnovation in the conftitotioti 

by which he hoped to raifc, on the people of this country, 

a popular and commanding charaAer, did not however fuct 

-Cttd. It ftill remsiins as an e^tercifeon which the candidates 

toi* th6 coilfide^ce and fupport of the people, may conciliate 

«i>d ereft for themfelves much good will. But bow did be 

^eqult hillifelf in office ? What mighty fchcmes of public 

titility d6 the public owe to his induAry, his abilities^ and 

liis invention ? He did not wifli to conceal any thing whicH 

tbadc for the tight honourable gentleman. Now was the 

time to produce what he had done, what claims he had 00 

ttic Nation, and what he had done to retrieve her lofs, her 

fpirit, hef cr<&dit, and her dignity. Woufd any of their 

Lordfhips have the hardinefs to appeal to the peace which 

had been ib igniminioufly obtained, which had proved fo inr- 

ftde^uate to the people's ideas, ^nd which had proved, as it 

tyfet would prove, the greateft blot in the glory and honour 

Of this kingdom } Surely not any of his moil extravagant 

slbcttfei'* Would, therefore, fend us, for t fpccimcn of hi^ 

VirtliW ktd Abilities, where they have beep fo fparingly ex* 

hibited. 

The right honourable gentleman had been in office before 

iiOW. Thai inglorious peace which he had atchieved for 

thii unfortunate country, Parliament condemned and ccn- 

fured ; and theti it was feen what had been done in office. 

Could it be forgotten by their Lordlhips, in what a flate of 

confufion his particular department was at that time left i 

What fiftgle plan Of taxation, or finance, or reform, relate 

ing to any department of State, did he produce during the 

few mohths he continued Chancellor of the Exchequer! 

Whut |)rt)Ofs were then made by him of a mind full of fucl^ 

lefpurces as our exigencies required ? What (ingle vcftige of 

'gibnius, of attention to our trade with the colonies, of our 

itenneftjons with foreign courts, of encouraging our inanu- 

tkdures a^ home, or affiftt-ng the exteniion of cyommerce 

*br04id, were to be found in the office of the right honourable 

gehtlemals ? pne would have eyped;ed to have found, in the 

Itrft Minifter of ^ great empire, dther qualities than thofe oJF 

* cJotabtfu! or rpdeterfpinate pierit. 

There was, in his idea, fuch a truft connefled with this im- 
J>brt^t department, ihs^t it fhouid be filled only by tho6 

not 
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not only of the moil fplendid abilities, but alfo of the tnoit 
aAive public virtues.. It was not a place on which to make 
experiments* The tried^ the eminent, and the illuftrious 
caqdidates, for fo diftinguilheJ a poft in the government of 
the empire, were fo many, and fo powerfully fupported ia 
their claims, that the nation was not obliged to accept the 
lervices of any one, of whofe fitncfs and capacity there could 
be a doubt. But what had been the right honourable 
gentleman's CQodu£l fince ? How had he aAcd in leaving the 
place to which, in his opinion, he had been thus prematurely 
railed i To whom were all the inconveniencies of laft year's 
inttrregoum, when the country continued for iix weeks 
without any executive government whatever, afcribeable ? 
Had he not then difcovered the fame obflinate attachment to 
opinioB in the face of Parliament, which difcriminatecihis ' 
prefeot cpndud ? And in what manner did he come into his 
fituation, from which he receded with fo much relu£lance ? 
In the manner which had been uniformly adopted by all 
hit predeceflbrs in that exalted fphere of a£lion i No ; 
his aiode of afluming power was as great a novelty in the 
conftitation as the ufe he made of it. He would not relate 
the circumftances attending the whole of this recent event, 
nor enumerate a variety of things conne£lcd with the fate 
of the firft India bill. But whatever the Minifler's popu* 
larity might be, few, he was well founded in alTcrting^ 
wonld be found in any part of the country who dared 
to luftify this fort of manoeuvre, or the new and extra* 
orcfinary means by which he made his way to the Trea* 
fury. Still fewer wonld take upion them, he hoped, to fay, 
that lie now aAed either a prudent, a manly, or an open 
part. What Adinifter could the hiftory of this country pro- 
duce, who had thus "held Parliament in defiance, and kept 
his fitontion in oppolition to their inclination and exprefs re- 
qoiBtiony with whom the conftitution had placed the control 
of his a&ions? What could his popularity gain by ademca* 
nonr -which muft eventually ruin him with many, at leaft of 
thofe who formerly regarded him moil ? The confequences 
of his obftinaay muft inevitably be felt, and they could not 
but operate againft him. From this diiTeftion of charafter, 
hepafled to the refolutions, which he negatived in Itrong 
terms, as exprefsly calculated to breed a variance between 
the two Houfes of Parliament. For his own part, not one 
folid reafon had come to his ear or his imagination which 
Vol. XIV. R could 
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• could render the prefcnt motion neceffary. He wtt^ ready 
to negative the refolutions on the principle of inexpedieocy, 
as well as of inutility ; and for this plain reafon, becaufehe 
did not think the Houfe of Comnnons had aded improperly 
by paffing that refolution; a bill had pafled that Houfe m 
the better' regulating the revenue and territory of the Etft- 
India Company, which their Lordfliips had thought proper 
to throw out, and yet at the fame time allowing that it wm 
very neceifary fome regulations (hould be adopted ; from the 
time of year, it was requifite a little reccfs (hould be had^ and 
therefore the Houfe of Commons had taken this refolutum 
merely that they might find the Company in no worie a 
iituation when they met again, than when they left then; 
this, he believed, was the fole motive for the refolution, aid 
the only reafon they had for paflingit; therefoi-e he flioidel 
not give his fupport to a refolution that went to convey ceo- 
fure, where he did not believe any due. With refpcA to 
the difpofal of the Clerkfhip of the Pells, he rejoiced it bid 
been given to an honourable gentleman who had laboured 
for the public upwards of twenty years. It was certairir 
well bellowed ; had the right honourable gentleman taken it 
himfelf, he Ihould have thought otherwife, as he had not 
ferved the public yet five years. Having put this very ftrongly 
to the Houfe, his Lordfhip faid, he was ready to give dif- 
intereftednefs its due fhare of praife, but he faw no canft 
for raiting the right honourable gentleman to fuch an emi- 
nence, in preference to ev^ry other man in the country, 
merely for having done an ad of duty, not to hxve done 
which, would have ruined his charader, and blafled it for 
ever. 
Eirl Fau- Earl Fauconber^ called upon their Lordfhips to Join him in 
conbtrg. voting for the refolution that had been moved. His Lord« 
ihip faid, though he was far from wifhing to do any thmg 
that (hould diftulrb the harmony that at prefent fubfifttd be*" 
tween the two Houfes of Parliament, he found himfetf bound 
in duty to ftand up and recommend it to their Lordfhips, to 
ftand forth ipoderatcly, but firmly, to fupport the juft prero- 
gative of the Orown, againft the violence and intemperance 
that feemed of late to have taken po^eifion of the other 
Houfe of Parliament. This, be faid, they were bound to 
do, from motives of refpeft and reverence to the Crown, 
and from a fcnfe of what they owed to the nation. He re- 
minded their Lordfhifs that they were the hereditary repre- 
ienutiv^s of the people* That their feats in Parliament de« 

pended 
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pended not on borough jobbing, or bribery and corrupt ion^ 

but that they held them as their birth-rights, aod therefore 

they were doubly .bound in times of public danger to take 

tbe alarm^ and aA in a manner becoming their rank and be* 

coming their character. He looked upon the refolutions 

lately entered into by the Houfe of 'Commons, to be of a 

very rafli and intemperate nature, more adapted to excite 

feuds and animoiities in the nation^ than to conciliate the 

jarring interefis, and unhappy differences that had prevailed 

of late to an alarming degree. What muft be the confe- 

quences of foch hafty fleps, were we to negle£t the ^reac 

concerns of the nation, to oblige and ferve the party views^ 

and private interefts of ambitious individuals ) Was our 

army to be difbaiided, and our navy negle£led } His Lord- 

ihip granted, that addrefles might be obtained from fome 

corporate bodie.8 by an undue influence ; but did it prove, 

.that many might notexprefs the true fentiments of the mem* 

bera of thofe that compofe them } He could bear teftimony 

to (tveral of the latter kind that he was entrufted with* 

There was another melancholy confequence that attended 

thefe unhappy divifions ; they materially afFeded our public 

credit and commerce ; he knew an individual who lately ^ 

loft 30,0001. by the diminution of the former, and thou- 

iands of our merchants and manufacturers woefully expe* 

rienced the failure of the latter. 

HisLordfhipcongratulated the Houfe on having done them- 
ieWet immortal honour by the part they had a£ted refpeAing 
the Eaft-India bill, and md, they had made themfelves ex^ 
tremdy popular by having fo done. This, he declared, he 
£p6kc not loofely or lightly, but upon the moft indifputable 
authority. He faid farther, that the whole nation was bound 
to entertain the livelieft gratitude to tlie Sovereign for his 
having difinifled from his I'ervices, Minifters whole conduft 
evinced defigns fo dangerous to the rights of individuals, and 
the bberties of the fubjeds in general. They were bouiyd 
to thaal^ their SovereigA alfo, for having called to the head 
of hia councils a Minifter uoexampled in abilities, untainted 
io chaiadcr, and of the pureft integrity ; a Minifter in 
.whoB^ the nation at large repofed the moft unlimited confi- 
dence, and whole noble and generous conduft in a late in* 
ftance nor only reileAed the brtghteft luftre on his fame, but 
nv6 hia country a happy prefage of th? good confequences 
UM.^as likely to derive from fo illuftrious a character. He 
WM iurprified ttic noble Earl, of whom he bad an high opi« 
i . V R 2 nion. 
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nion, fhould have defcended to ufe fuch harfli expreilioiii 
againft an individual, of whom all men fpokc with wonder 
and admiration, and who could not have an opportunity to 
reply in his own (defence. 
TheDukeof 'I'^e Dukc of Manchejier exprefled his regret, that a mo* 
Mancheftpr ^^^^ ^f ^j^^ prcfent nature (hould have been fuggefted to the 
Houfe. It was a motion which in the abftraft no man couM 
doubt ; but which, in its application, was by no means ad- 
iniffible. Much had been faid of the conduft of men io 
power, of their difintereftednt-fs, of their Roman virtocy 
He was ready to give them every praife which in juftice they 
merited. But was that high laoguage of encomium appli- 
cable to them in its greateft latitude ? He apprehended not, 
A right honourable gentleman at the head of Adminiftratida 
had been commended for his patriotifm, for his eminent at* 
tachment to oeconomy in thd commutation of a public pcn- 
V iion for a late office of equal, if not more coiriiderable enwe 
lument. He doubted, however, if the faving to the natioa 
ty the arrangement was fo great as had been rcprefented. 

His Grace faid^ he wifhed not to tear away charadef ' 
from any man, nor to withhold commendation, where it 
was juftly due ; but with rel'peft to the late difpoial of t 
patent place, the matter was not rightly underftood. The 
money was not, as had been ftaied by many perfons, and 
imagined by more, given to the public, nor ought credit to 
have been taken tor it on any fuch account. The aSool* 
ivent to the Civil Lift, and pot one ihilling of it pame into 
|he pockets of the public. If their LordAiips would take 
the trouble to read the late aft, they would find that all pcn- 
. fions^, that fell in, went in aid of the Civil Lift. Thougji 
there was fome merit therefore in the right honourable gen- 
tleman's not having himfelf taken the place that fell vac^nt^ 
there was none for having lightened the burthen of the pub- 
lic, as had been ftated ; for in fa€t it was not a faving to the 
public, but to the Civil Lift, and confequently to that board} 
iat the head of which the honourable niiember preiided ; fp^ 
there was an aft in being, which declared thofe gentle- 
men (hould not pay themfelves while the Civil Lift was ia 
arrears ; therefore it was neceffary, for their own emola« 
pient, to be as qeconomical as poftible. 

He viewed the prefent motion as tending to diyidc the op? 
poling parties, and to give rife to hoftilitics between the twe 
Hoples. Pn the prefent occafion, every tendency towards 
I^QaniQiity Ought to be |:ar^full^ kpprovedf He co^ild bjr 



A. 1784. DEBATES. 125 

iio means conCiler the procedure of the Houfe of Comtnons 
in tbefe anconftitutional and alarming aipeds under which 
the noble Lord who fpoke laft, and others of thrir Lordfliips, 
had exhibited it. The privileges of the Houfe of Commons 
were defined by theconllitution. Their Lorddiips were the 
liereditary advifers of- the Crown; but furcly it belonged to 
the Coromoi»s to decide on the charafters of Miniftcrs, and 
on the confidence which was due to them. This was a right 
which they had always claimed, and which, in the prefent, 
as well as in former inftances, they had cxercif'ed. 

The Commons were the reprefentatives 6i the great body 
of the people of this country. It was to them that in matters 
of pnbiic adminiftration the eyes of the nation were chiefly 
direAed; Their Lordfliips were not the hereditary repre- 
ientatives of the people ; they were only the hereditary 
. connfirllors of the Crown. The Houfe of Commons held 
the poric of the people ; and their importance and weight 
in the conftitution, their judgment and decifion on Minifters, 
had always been regarded as determining their exigence. He 
liopedy tfierefore, that their Lordfliips, by no aiperities of 
language, by no fevcritics of motion, or of refolution, would 
interrupt the harmony of Parliament, or give birth to dif* 
afters fimilar to thofe when ihc Houfe of Commons bad voted 
their Lordfliip^ ufelefs. 

The prefeot afped of public affairs, the domeftic diftrac- 
tioDS of the country, the neceility of a national reform, and 
the fitnation of foreign matters, furely recommended una- 
nimity and good underftanding between every part of the 
legiflatiTe and executive branches of Government. The 
conntry of late years had been the dupe and \\&'\m of fac- 
tion, it bad been idmoft ruined by a tedious and unfuccefs- 
fol war. Foreign powers ftill threatened us. Armaments 
were ibrming, of the deftination of which we were igno- 
rant. Tranquillity in the £aft Indies was not yet obtained. 
A peace there furely was with France; but the natives of that 
country were ftill in hoftility to our interefts. There were 
negociations depending with the Dutch, feveral foreign 
|)Owers were arming, and we as yet knew not with what in* 
.tent ; and a variety of other circumftances which rendered 
it Tcry necefTary that we fhould at this time have an Admini- 
Aration ftrong and united in themfelves, and poffefling the 
confklence and fuppoit of the people. Was this the cafe ? 
Certainly net ; we had an Adminiftration too weak to hold 
i Indit ls|0{pagc to any power^ and therefore unfit to proceed 

on 
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on any ncgociation ; nay^ being in want of the confideiice 
of the Houfe of Commons, they were incapable of pro- 
ceeding on the common buiin.fs of the State ; yec thofc moi 
would not refign their lituatious, hurtful as their retAiaing 
them muft be 10 the nation. Thefe things, therefore, fuitlj 
inculcated on us, in the ttrongeft terms, the principles oif 
union. He hoped their Lordfliips would pay proper atten* 
tion to them, and fee the impropriety of urging or adopting 
a motion fo deftruftive of a general fyftem of unanimity, 
TheDukeof The Dvjke of Richmond viewed the late conduA of th< 
Kicbmond. Houfe of Commons as extremely fingular and new* It 
ilruck him as altogether unprecedented; and he could not 
but condemn it on that principle. Its proceedings origioatri 
in a rumour which no one could explain, which had no prodf, 
and wliich only circulated, as it would feem, at randoou 
And what did thefe refolutions go to ? Why, rhey were uo- 
doubtedly intended to check the Lords of the Trcafury from 
the exercife of powers with^ which they were invefted by a» 
aft of the Lcgiflature. Thcle Lords were empowered by 
aft of Parliament to accept what bills were remitted froa 
India by the Company's fervants, in order that the Com- 
pany might not aft altogether without the infpeftion and at* 
tention of Miniftry. The Houfe of Commons, in orderte 
impede the natural operation of this falutary and ufefol 
power, threw this obftacle in its way, and flated it as sk re- 
foIution» that the Lords of the Treafury ought n©t, in the 
prefent circumftances of the country, to put this power ii 
execution. This was, he would be bold enough to faji 
running ia the face of the Legiflature, and one branch prt^ 
fuming to diftate to the reft ; and it was not, ceftainly, t 
language which could be heard with fafety in the couQtrji 
or filcnce in that Houfe. 

It was an undoubted maxim in our conftitution, that the 
prerogatives of the three eftates were nearly equaL Would 
then the people of England endure from one,, what ougkt 
not to be endured from another } What would be the conic* 
quence, fhould the Crown exert its prerogatives with regard 
to any of thofe great, popular, and conftitutional queftiooi 
which had been lately agitated in the other Houfe of Parlta* 
ment I Would the Crqwn be fufFered to do that by iticlf, 
which it could only do in concert with the two other branchii 
of the Legiflature ? And why, in this caib, {hould tU 
Houfe of Commons be indulged in the exertion of a powtr 
which it can legally enjoy o^ly when it afts in barmopy 

wiili 
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1 his Majefty and this Houfe ? The more he contem** 
cd the beautiful and excellent theory of our couftitution, 
more he admired its attributes and efFeds. It had always, 
Q in the greateft emergencies, operated in luch a manner 

aofwer the great purpofe of its inftitution, political 11- 
ty. For whenever any one branch of the Legiflaturc 
ceded the prefcriptions to which it was originally reftrid- 

there ftill remained virtue enough in the others to bring 
k the deviating principle to its primary influence. He 
fcquently truftcd this theory would be cfFeflually and fa- 
iStoxilj realifed in the prel'ent cafe. This Houfe could 

therefore, in his opinion, continue filcnt confiftently 
h its own dignity, its charafler as hereditary counfel of 
Crown, to interfere when either the Commons or the 
iwn, 10 theexercife of their rcrpcAive functions, claQied 
h each other. The rcfpeftability of their Lordlhips, in 
opinion, depended not a little on their afting in the pre- 
t crifis with energy and unanimity. It was, m fuch times 
hefe, they would prove them'elvcs ufeful, and operative, as 
ody which could never fink into infignificancc, but from 
at of firmnefs and cordiality. What then was propofed 
their Lordfhips' confideration, but a refolution which 
aid evince, that they did not, by any means, tamely ac* 
efce iaany unconQitutional (leps which had diftinguifhed 
late proceedings of the other Houfe ? They were called 
deny their aflent to that decifion which the Houfe of 
maions had afliimed by itfelf. They were called to dif- 
t from that oblique cenfure which other refolutions in that 
v(e aimed at the characters of thofe whom they could 
, and had not, dared to accufe of any crime. I'hey were 
ed to aft in their own defence, by relifling nobly, and 
t tbemrelvcfl, the encroachments of that Houfe, under 

guidance of a powerful and violent fadion. 
ic therefore preffed them to be ftcady, and fhew their pre* 
tact to the conftitution, by yielding gloriouily and una^ 
loafly whatever interfered with its influence, utility, and 
elience. If the other Houfe wanted a change in the pre- 
tMiniftry, why did they not procure it in one of the con- 
Bttonal forms that belonged to thcm,> either by impeach- 
at or addrefs to the Throne, and not attempt it by fuch 
thodi as they were adopting ? What wouM be the confe- 
mce^ if they were fufFered to go on, he would not pre- 
d to lay ; but fur^ly every noble Lord in thaf Houfe, as 

1 at himfelfy muft fee, with anxiety, the lengths they 

had 
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had already gone, and the ncceffity they had made for ao 
interference. His Grace then informed the Houfe, that, 
with their indulgence, he would proceed at once to give hiis 
fentimcnts on the other two refolutions which the noble Earl 
had read, and ftated, that it was his inteniipn to bring for* 
w^ard ; and although they were not now a^lualljdbefore their 
Lordlhips, yet, as they were immediately to follow, he 
trufted it would not be an impropriety to fpeak of them to- 
gether. This hot being objcfted to, he proceeded, atid en- 
tered pretty largely into the defence of the prefent Admini- 
ftration, and condemned the Coalition. The charafter of 
the Minifter had been depifted. It was a fjubjeft that would 
ftand the fuUcft and moft fevere fcrutiny. The abilities 
which diftinguiftied him were, to fay the leaft of them, 
vncommon, efpeeially at his age. But he wifhed fomc 
attention had been paid to his virtues. His induftry, . bis 
abftraftion from every fpccics of d>ffipatipn^ his attentiooi 
to bufinefs, his frugality, his patriotilm, and a variety of 
public and private good qualities, were objefts of confi- 
dence and pride to his country, which had, even in this 
country of heroifm, been rarely exemplified. It was to 
tbefe the nation chiefly looked ; and he was one of thofc who 
did not entertain a doubt that their expeftations would be 
ultimately and completely fatisfied. A noble Duke had en- , 
deavoured to take away fomc part of its merit by an arith- 
metical pofition, but which he copfeffed he did not undcr- 
ftand ; that noble Duke faid, the hojiourablc gentleman had 
not given this money to the public ; he had only given it to 
the Civil Lift, with a view of receiving his (hare a& Fiift 
Lord of the Treafury and Chancellor of the Exchequer: 
allowing that to be the cafe, he certainly had a chioi for 
gencrolity to his fellows in office, as he was contented with 
. a fmall part, when he might have had the whole. But this 
was not the exaft cafe, for the money was certainly given to 
the public; for their Ldrdfliips all very well knew^ that if 
the Civil Lift became incumbered, they Ihould have the pay- 
ing it, therefore oeconomy in the Civil Lift was in faft giving 
ib much to the public. He was not, therefore, furprifcd at 
an attempt to tear the honourable gentleman's charafter to 
pieces, when they would not allow any credit to him fw 
this^ great aftion. He begged pardon from the Houfe that 
he fhould detain them only for a moment with a few words 
on fo trifling a topic as himfelf. He had not the fame reafon 
for retiring from that Adminiftration in which the peace wai 

concluded 
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concluded tkat fome others imagined they had. Neither did 
be thoroughly approve of the peace which under that Admi* 
niftnttioa had been negotiated. He owned he had advifed 
them to keep by each otner^ and he was not one who would 
give an adyicc m which he would not willinglv (hare. He 
nad obienred the fame line of condu£l on tnis occafion^ 
The i^ponents to the men in whom he deemed the affairs 
of GoYcmment moft fafe^ were powerful, and by a coali* 
tioiiL^which he had always reprobated^ unanimous* They 
could not «£k with the noble Lord in the blue ribband. For 
his own part he had made up his mind long ago on that 
pafdcoUu'y and was now decidedly of opinion, that to Joia 
with a perfon whofe official conduA had done fo much ir« 
reparal»e mifchief, was in fome (hape to be a (barer of hit 
gult. The leaders of this formidable party had not evea 
agreed on many of their diftingui(hing do£lnnes in politic^ 
and^rhile there remained a difference in fundamental ar* 
ticleSy whlk a coalition took place which extended only 
to oUe^ of mere temporary convenience, it could not bo 
a unum in principle. The manceuvre originated in a love 
of domination, and was planned by both to fecure a mo« 
nopdj of power ; and who could fay that it had hot ope« 
lated to that eSt& in a late inftance ? Viewing the whole 
refoltttiona as cpnne&ed with thefe particulars, and at 
tending at once to juftify the dignity of this Houfe, the 
cmftimional ezercife of the Royal prerogative, and the 
ieouitj of property under every form by which property 
fuhfiftcdin Uiis country ; he trufted the Houfe would ^ear« 
fnny» manimoofly and fully adopt them. For his part he 
cowd Ittrdly conceive on what pretence any one of their 
Xiocdilupt could objeQ to them. Nothing could be plainer 
diasi thai iiMnething wat neceflary to be done. He did not 
wifli the Hottie to lofe its temper, or to aflume any lan« 
npn , nnhecoming their Lordmips; but he hoped their 
Loradispt would think with him, that the refblutions 
Mfcd were fuffidently calcuhted to anfwer all their 



LjOffl ttmgbhroufh faid he (hould not confider the refo- ^^^Jf]^ 
tuttkn dwi imdcr difcuffion, in the blended and mixed ftate ^^*<^ , 
ia iwd^ the noble Duke had thought proper to confider it | 
hcic$^ 1>y mii^n^ it with other motions not before the 
HovkISb^ tMir liordfhips would be confufed, and no diftin^ 
tiftjm col ridbe taken of die true import of the queftion upon 
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which they were to decide. Having thus cleared the ground, 
his Lordfliip proceeded to inveftigate the refolution of the 
Houfe of Commons, and to fee how far it fell within the 
conftruftion put upon it by the motion. He faid, th^ bet- 
ter to difcover this it was neceflary to refer to the aS of 
Parliament, and to confider what was the nature of-thc 
difcretionary power thereby Veiled in the Lords of the 
Treafury; what was the probable extent to which the Lc« 
giflatUre imagined it iikely to be cxercifed> and with what 
▼icw any fach difcrctipnary power had been originally 
given. In order to fortn a pretty corre£l idea of thefc 
points, his Lordlhip faid, it would be neceflary for fuch of 
their Lordfhips as remembered the paiEng of the aft to 
apply^ to their recolleftion, which he doubted not "^Jirould 
yery confiderably affift them, whin compared with the 
wording of the claufe itfelf as it flood in the aft of Parlia- 
Hicnt. His Lordfliip declared he well remembered the 
paffing cf the bill, and the nature of the difcuflions ttjt 
had taken place at that time. That it became necfcflary 
' to allow the Treafuiry a difcretion^iry power, becaufe from 
the nature of the cafe it was impofhble to afcertain the 
exaft quantum of the amount of the bills that would be 
ffefentcd for acceptance in each given period of tinve :. but 
111 order to draw fomething like a line, the fum of three 
hundred thoufand pounds was inferted, and a difcretiona- 
ry power was given to the Treafury, who it was defigncJ 
. ihould be enabled to authorife the Company to accept 
dither three hundred and twenty thoufand, three hundred 
and fifteen thoufand, or three hundred and ten or five 
thoufand, ivift as it 'might happen. This his LordOiip faid 
vfas clearly the intention of thcLegifllature, and the meaning 
of tlfcclaufet>f the aft 5 and from fuch a view of the ftatc 
of tlte dffcretion as it ftood before the Houfe of Commons 
iijterfered, and the aft ual ftate of the Company in reference 
to'the bills prefented for acceptance at the time the refo- 
luticrn was conie to, it would appear as clear as noon dayj 
that-the Houfe of Commons, fo far from having interfered 
injproperly,, fo far from having aflumed a power to fufpend 
'* " . j/,. . afts'of Parliament, fo far from having arrogated and feized 
upon the difcrction vefted in the Lords of the Treafury, 
Bad 3bne rncceffary, a prudent and a wife thing when they 
TOte*^ the refolution in que{lion. The refolution was nei- 
ther more nor Icfs than a hint, a piece of advice given by 
•: rr ■'•'•■ * the 
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the Houfe of Comnwiis to the Lords of the Trcafury. It 
wa^ xibtoriousy that inftead of fo fmall a number of bills 
haying been fent over from India, as would amount to 
three hnndtcd thoufand pounds or thereabouts ; bills to the 
enormous amount of millions had been fent over. This,, 
therefore, placed the fituation of the Company in a new- 
light, ani confequently altered the nature of their applica- . 
tions to the Lords of the Treafury. So circumftanced, 
would any man in his fenfes contend, that it had not been- 
ftriftly right and perfeftly prudcht in the Houfe of Com-' 
xnons, the holders of the purfe of the nation to interfere ? 
Was it a fecret to iny of their Lordfliips, was it a fecrct 
to any man, that the Eaft-India Company's credit muft be 
maintained; that the interefts of the Company and the 
snterefts of the country, were infeparably connefled and 
Uended? Was it not therefore ftriftly the duty of the 
Houfe of Commons to keep a watchful eye over the Trea- 
fory in this ihftance ? Was it not their peculiar province to 
control the expenditure of the public money; ani ought 
they not in fo material an inftance to interfere with their 
advice I Having elucidated what he conceived to be the 
meaning of the refolution of the Houfe of Commons, and 
juftified it upon grounds of argument and reafoning, his 
JLordihip faid, that the Houfe of Commons had an un- 
4]oubted right to interfere with the fervants of the Crown, 
and that to fetter Parliament with any refolutions, tending 
CO check the^ free exercife of that power of control, would 
liot only be an inconvenience which both Houfes (that, as 
•^ivcll as the* other) would feel moft galling and irkfome, 
but would be attended with circumftances of confiderable 
difadvantage to the country, by fubjefting the public to 
very great'lolTes by frauds and other means, that would in 
all^ probability grow, into conftant praftice when the power 
of control was weakened and in a great meafure removed. 
The Houfe of Commons did not mean, he repeated it, to 
control or fufpend the powers veiled in the Lords Commif- 
lioners of the Treafury by aft of Parliament; they only 
advifed them not to make an indifcreet ufe of their power ; 
this they ccjrtainly were fully juftified in ; nay, it was their 
duty to do it. In fome defpotic times the Houfe of Com- 
itidis were told that they had nothing to do with the 
intricate and weighty affairs of State; — their duty was 
oiily to deliberate on what was fet before them : but thank 
God times, were altered, no fuch language was now at- 

S ^ tempted 
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temped to be held in either Houfe fince the glorious Ro*^ 
, volution— -liberty of free debate, and animadverfion on 
the condu£l of Minifters, were always the undoubted righti 
of both Houfes of Parliament. There were numberlefs 4ifi>. 
cretionary powers veiled by a£t8 of the Legiflature and the 
Confiitution in various branches of Government. The 
Board of Admiralty had many great difcretionary powen 
veftedin them; but wa3 it not liable for abufes to the con* 
troly animadverfion and infpe£lion of Parliament? Surely 
that, and ail others were, and he hoped always would be* 
Having put it in this new point of view with tSt£t^ hit 
Lordfbip faid h& (hould referve himfelf for the difcuffion 
of the other motions that had been opened by the noble 
£afl in his fpeedh at the commencement of the debate, till 
they were properly before the_Houfc. He would only ob« 
f^rve, that the precedent of 1704, was cited from a very 
unfortunate period of our hiftory. At that time things 
were in a gpod deal of confufion, with a weak Government 
md a tottering Adminiftration, earneftly grafping their fi« 
tuations, apd endeavouring vainly and fruitlefsly to cling to 
office after they had loft the confidence o£ Parliament, and 
^fter it had been proved to be impoffible for them to carry 
on the neceffary meafures of Government in Parliament, 
He lamented that a fet of men (hould perfift in remaip^ 
ing in office when they found they did not poiTefs the con* 
iidence of the Houfe of Commons. He admitted the uos 
doubted right of the Crown to name its own Minifters^ 
bur at the hme time alfo he thought the Houfe of Lords or 
Commons had an ecjual right to advife his Majefty to dift" 
mifs them. 

It was a wife maxim in this Conftitution, that the Kin|e 
can do no wrong y but yet it was a prefumptibn in law that 
the King may be deceived, and Princes were more likely to. 
be impofed upon than other men — upon this principle there^ 
fore, that Majefty had been deceived in his fele^ion of the 
moft proper and able Minifters, it was, that the Commons 
long before the Revolution, had addreflfed him for their 
removal , whenever they have thought it advifcable fp, 
to do ; he doubted not the abilites of many of the prefent 
Adminiftration, for fome of whom he had the greateft. 
efteemj but yet he thought it very ill advifcd for them 
to remain in office, after the feveral majorities againft them,' 
^nd much more fo in not pointing out to their ifriendsj 
l^e confequence that was to be apprehended by puffing 
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fuch a refolution as the prefent, of making a breach be- 
tween the two boufes of Parliament. He begged therefore 
their Lordfliips would attend to the predicament in which. 
thefe refoitttions put this with regard to the other Houfe of 
Parliament. The difrcnfion which fo precipitant a proce- 
dure muft produce, might be followed with effe£t:8 too fe* 
rious for his Lordihip to mention. The independence of 
both Houfts of Parliament, their confequence in the fcale 1 

of the Conftitution, and whatever they deemed their moft 
valuable privileges would ceafe to exift, from the moment 
that the harmony which the Conftitution had eftabliOied 
among the feveral branches of the Legiflature ceafed to 
operate. The Commons might continue to fend up their 
money bills for the afTent of their Lordfliips, Thus the 
form of the Conftitution would continue to have its courfe, 
while its fpirit was gone, and their Lordfliips would ferve 
no other ptfrpofe than an appendage to royalty. 

In this light he could not help viewing the prefent in- 
terference of their Lordfliips, fuppofing that interference 
to have its full effe£t. It tended to eflablifli an executive 
power in Government independent of Parliament. It de- 
prived Parliament of that neceflary control which the Con- 
^itutioo hath vefted in it for a variety of ends, which could 
not be obtained by any other means: and it created a pre- 
::edent which would, in his judgment, materially zncik 
:he dignity of the Houfe. Thefe were confiderations which 
nreighed much with him. He dreaded any rafli and preci- 
pitate meafure as not knowmg where it might lead. He 
:hought the matters in difpute between Minifters and 
:he Houfe of Commons might be fettled without all this 
Dudley and he would truft m the wifdom and prudence 
o{ their Lordfliips to check that fpirit or temper which the 
refolutions bc«fore them would certainly produce. 

The Lord Chancellor then quitted the woolfack. He ex- LordChan- 
prefled a wifli that in the prefent diftrafted ftate*of the «"o'. 
countrVy and under the preflure of public bufinefs, a coali- 
tion of parties might be eftabliflicd. Ardently however as 
be tiefired an union, he could not think its exifl:ence eligible, 
except on extended, liberal and general grounds. This 
ivaa the only foundation on which its permanency could 
be maintained. 

His JLiOfdfiiip adverted to what had fallen from the noble 

liO'rd ^o had fpoken laft. He admittedi and was as clearly 

pad decidedly of opinion as he was^ that any branch of the 

." ■ Legiflature 
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Legiflature^ould give a fcntimcnt to the Treafury, or hi? 
Majefty, or his Minifters, rcfpefting their mode of proce- 
dure. If this fentiment was a mere opinion, that opinioa 
was to be refpefted and treated as fuch. If the late refo^ 
hition of the Houfe of Commons was to be taken up in tbat 
view, he for his own part would be frank to own that he 
confidered it to be harmlefs. If however he took it up un- 
der a different afpeft, if he confidered it as paramount to, 
and intending to fuperfede a (direft and obvious aft of Par- 
liament, he could not concur with him in fentimeht. He 
contended that the refolution neither was in truth nor af* 
fefted to be a hint or a piece of advice to the Lords of the 
Treafury, as to their exercife of that difcretion with whidi 
they were legally veiled by the 21ft of the prefent King. 
This, his Lordfhip faid, the noble and learned Lord 
could not have mifconceived, if he had not overlooked and 
taken no notice whatever of the concluding words of the 
refolution, *^ or until this Houfe fhall othcrwife direft.* 
This plainly and undeniably proved, that the Houfe of 
Commons literally, as the queftion then under the confide^ 
ration of their Lordihips expreffed it ; affumed to itfelf the 
direction of a difcretionary power veiled in a body of men 
N to he excrcifed as they fhould judge expedient. His Lord- 
ihip reafoned very forcibly upon this, and faid, had he been 
a hotd of the Treafury, even though he had rifqued the 
lofs of his place, he would not have obeyed the refolution 
of the Houfe of Commons, and his refufal would hare 
proceeded from a confcioufnefs that neither branch of the 
Legiflature, that the accordant voice of the three branches 
of the Legiflature only ; in faft, that nothing fhort of an 
aft of Parliament, formally pafled by the three eftatcs of 
the Realm, by King, Lords and Commons, had the power 
in this country of fufpending either a part of the Statute or ' 
any part of the common law of the kingdom. After put- 
ting this very ftrongly, he faid he would fuppofe that a 
power fimilar to' this was lodged in a Board of feven Com- 
miffioners cohftituted by aft of Parliament ; he (hould then 
fay, if the Hoiife of Commons pafled fuch a refoltition, 
direftlng thofe CommiiEoners how to exercife ai difcretion 
the law had given them the fole control over, they woiild 
aft wifely by treating the refolution with contempt and 
paying it no regard whatever. 

His Lordfhip handled the refolution itfelf very roughly, 

declaring t;hat confidcring it in a political or co'mn^crcia!: 

- ' point 
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point of view, it was drawn ignorantly and ftupidly. 'He 
reprobated the refolutions lately come to by the Hottfe of 
Commons as the wild efforts of childifti ambition. Was 
difcretion to be fubftituted for a pofitive right ? He knew 
that men may at different times be placed in ftations not 
Very plc^fing or enviable ; that to be under the necefEty 
from motives of confcience and a love of juftice in any 
manni^r to oppofe the defires and views of a powerful body 
of men was irkfome — It was not fleeping on a bed of 
rofes ; but if he had been placed in the fituation of the pre- 
fent Lords CommiiTioners of the Treafury, when ferved 
with an unjuftifiable and illegal mandate of any kind, he 
trufted he (hould, and always would have firmnefs fuflici- 
ent to fj^um ^t it with the utmoft contempt and difdain ; 
he acknowledged there were many kinds of difcretionary 
powers vcftfcd in various Boards^ which were pertainly un- 
der the control of Parliament j but he infifted that the 
power veiled by the Lords Commiffioners of the Treafury 
were fo fully defined and fpecifically fettled by the aft, that 
no one branch of the Legiflature could legally control them 
in the exercife of thofe powers ; that for an abufe of them, 
ther were liable to the jurifdiftlon of the ordinary courts 
of judicature. His Lordfhip adverted to an obfervation of 
the learned and noble Lord who fpoke laft, that if difcre- 
tion in: forming an Adminiilration was allowed too great a 
latitude of conftruftion, men might be raifed from the 
lowcft and moft obfcure ftations to the firft offices in the 
Stat^-^ fuch as a Page of the Back Stairs, or Mr. Ramus, 
to be Firft Lord, of the Treafury, and fo 6n. This, his 
Lordfliip faid iXras fo morally impoflible that it could bear 
no ferious reafoning. It was too abfurd to fuppofe, that 
any fach foUv could ever exift in this country. His Lord- 
ftiLp panejgjnzed Mr. Pitt, and applauded his difinterefted»* 
ncfs ih givmg up the Clerkfliip of the Pells in the manner 
he had done : he faid he had been fhabby enough he ac- 
knowledged it, to advife him to take it, as it had fo fairly 
fallen .into his hands, and he believed he fhould have been 
fliabby enough to have done fo himfelf, as other great and 
exalted' chambers had fo recently fet him the example; and 
he was fo Ihabby as to think that there was no occafion for 
himf to tower above his noble predeceffors in office, and to 
difpire at higher affts of difintereftednefs and fpirit, but Mr. 
Pitt with notions of purity not only very uncommon in 
thefc dejcticfate days, but fcarcely parallelled in the pureft 

timeg 
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times of Greece and Rome, bad nobly preferred the public 
to the confideration of bis own intereil. His Lordfhip 
treated the conduct of the other Houfe of Parliament fntK 
great afperity, and faid it rcc[uired fome check. He ear«* 
iseftly recommended the motion to their Lor^fhlps as a mat* 
ter neceflary to be adopted by them, as a corrc£tive of the 
wildnefs of that mad ambition, which by talking in a h^ 
and nonfcniical tone of the dignity and honour of Pirtiip 
ment, perfuaded men to come into meafures at oture childiJli» 
abfurd and extravagant. He concluded with a moft foleaa 
addrefs to the Houfe, conjuring them never to attempt to feat 
. their greatnefs and dignity above the laws, to aim no higbcr 
than to zd in a manner becoming a Britifli Senate, always 
to coniidcr that they owe the fame obedience to the kiws tw 
the meaneft fubjeA pays ; that they are the grand and here* 
ditary Counfellors of the Crown ; the great diftributors of 
juftice ; the zealous advocates and firm guardians of the rights 
and liberties of tlie people, and the fteady defenders of their 
own honour and that of the nation ! 
TbcBarlof The Earl of MansfUld after a fhort exordium faid eveiy 
MaAsidd, q^^q ^|^q ^^3 called upon to undertake a great meafors 
ought to begin at the end ; in other words, he ought to ti/» 
amine the confequences that would in all probability fpHoiTft 
before he adopted it. Thus a Roman Praetor, whenever a 
new proportion was made to him, ufed always to alk, m 
bono? to which his Lordfhip faid he might with propriety 
have added, cui mal$ ? For the evils that might \enfue were 
certainly as important and as neceflary to be coniidei'ed ss 
the benefits expeded to be produced from it. On the pre* 
fent occafion, their Lordfhips were called upon to votes 
' refolution containing a felf-evident proportion; E)efore they 
did {o^ they ought to examine what was likely to lie 
the refulty and to govern their vote accordingly, $0 
looking at the refolution before tbern, his Lordfhip faid he 
beheld it with trembling — He never had rifen to fpeak to a 

2ueftion with fo much anxiety in his life — He fcarce knen 
ow to conduct himfelf. It had pleafed his Majeftj t» 
change his Adminiftration in the courfe of a feifion, honce 

freat divifions in Parliament ba^i arifeo. It bad on all 
ands been agreed, that union was a defirable thing. N^ 
thing could be mora true. He faw not' by what meaai 
union was to be obtained, but this he faw moft clearly, that 
without union the nation muft be rained. He hoped Gfxt 
Almighty ia. his goodneie would fend unanimity to this iU« 
ftted country^ and difcofer a fpzvk dtat QU(|kt light into a 

flamcj 
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1096, and thus tffeA our falvation from almoft immediate 
rdition. Would the prcfent refolution, if paflfed, tend to 
oduce It ? He feared it would have a very different effeA* 

had been declared in the courfe of the debate, that there 
as no wilh to interrupt or difturb the harmony between 
c t#o Houfes. Then why vote the refolution that had 
«n propoftd ? The only effeft to be expefted from it muft 
? a difference between the two Houfes of Parliament ; and 
hat did that naturally lead to but a difToIution of Parlia- 
ent ? ' A diflblution of Parliament was, in the prefent 
.tjatioa of affairs, utterly impradicable. They had no 
tiie to fpare, they were even then at the laft hour. Let 
ly noUe Lord look to the Eleventh Report of the Commit 
>nen of Accounts, and they would fee that various great 
id important matters urgently prefled for the immediate 
tentibn of Ptrliament. The fhip was finking while they 
ere in deliberation ; not % moment therefore ought to be 
ft. When he faid this, he fpoke merely from a fcnfe of 
e extreme danger they were in, and not from any view 
' thri or that Adminlftration. There were in the prefAit 
dminiftration many great, able and refpeflable charaders. 
]e wiihed to God the Adniiniftration had more ftrcngth. 
lie ftrongeft Adhriniftration muft be the beft ; and that, 
^ it compofed of what fet of men it might, fhould have his 
>od wifliet and fupport, , 

His Lordfhip having faid this, reafoned upon the refolu- 
on aad'npon the expediency of voting it. The refolution, he 
id, contained a declaration,the truth which of no man living 
ould deny— for either branch of the Legiflature to attempt 
» ftifiiend the execution of the law was undoubtedly uncon- 
itntionaU To what end then would their Lordmips vote 
1 abftraft propofition the truth of which every body would 
hnit ) It had been ftated as a ground for voting it, that 
LC Houft of Commons had come to a refolution militating 
j^ainft aclaufe of the 21ft of the prefent King. What 
len ? A refolmion of the Houfe of Commons would not 
ifpend the law of the land. A refolution of th^ Houfe of 
!ommoiis, ordering a judgment to be given in any particu- 
ir manner, would not be binding in the Courts in Weft- 
liofter HalK In the cafe ftated to the Houfe, the refolu- 
oh 10 oneftion would not have been binding on the Lords 
f thcTwarary. They would undoubtedly, had there been 
ccafioi);^-hiii^ cxercifed their difcretion, and they would 
avc z6Miicrfis&\j legally in fo doing. He faw therefore 

Y6u:av^ T , no 
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no neceffity in their Lordftiips to Vote the prefcot rcfola- 
tion. It could not poflibly do good, and it might do harm. 
It might produce a difference between the two Hoaies, ao4 
the only thing to be done then w^s to diiTolve the Faiiia- 1 
nienr, a meafure morally imprafticable under the prc&oi 
critical circumftances. if a dilfolution of Parliament were 
now rendered indilpenfable, he wifhed their Lordfhipito 
think a moment upon the mifchiefs that would enlue. Woe 
they prepared to difbund the army and lay up the nav]f| 
to lufpend all the operations of Government, and to put the 
country into a ftate of the moft imminent danger ? Ifc 
wiihed to recommend thefe fubjeds to their Lordihips^ moft 
ferious confideration. He owned he trembled at the prcci- 
pice they flood on, and wifhed, if pofHble, to awaken their 
caution, and to preferve then^ from the common ruin tbat 
threatened, if the greateft vigilaiKe and the ujmofl prudence 
were not immediately exerted. If any perfon or any defcrip- 
tion of perfons, had been guilty of a crime agalnft the Coo- 
flitution, let them be impeached and legally tried. No injurj 
could arife from the exertion of conflitmional. means of en- 
forcing the law of the land, but much mifchief might foUov 
their voting a refolution like that now under confideratioo. 
Let their Lordfhips recolleft that what;^they faid in debate 
might go forth to the world and produce ill efFefis. What 
paffed in Parliament they all knew was repeated without 
doors, often mifreprefented, and generally, nay almoft alwayi 
in fome particulars exaggerated and mif-flated. For all thefe 
reafons his Lordfhip declared he wifhed the motion either 
withdrawn or got rid of without taking the fenfe of the Houfc 
upon it. He knew not whether he had befl endeavour to 
difpofe of it by moving to adjourn or give it his negative. 
Ho defired however to have it underflood, that his objc£tioa 
went to that part of it flated in the words, " That this 
Houfe do now refolve;" becaufe he was againft the coming 
to any fuch refolution at that lime. 
Th«Earlof The Earl of Cjventry was in favour of the motion; he 
Co¥t..try. veifhed fometbinz could be done to put an end to thefe vio- 
lent divifions; how was it pofTible for Majefly to aft or 
' know which was the fenfe of the people when the numbers I 
were fo near ? Was he to advife, he fhould wifh the Hoafe 
of Commons to pafs the fupplies and mutiny bill as foon as 
poffible, and the members being fept back to their confti- . 
tuents, by their return it might be determined. which was the ^j 
ienfe of the kingdom at large; bucihould we go on in the 

^ prcfeot 
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pVefent manner, ruin mu(l enfue. Good God! exclaimed his 
Lordfhip, are we to be left without an army, are our coafts 
to be left open to the enemy and our Ihips to their mercy 
ij^nprote'Aed ? ihe idea is fhocking; let us therefore endeavour 
to prevent it. 

Lord Vifcount S/orwo«/ next rofe. He admitted the truth LordVifc. 
of the motion under the confideration of their Lordfhips, ^to»«o"'- 
ttut could view it in no favourable light as to its tendencies 
and end. He thought it might have been fpared, at a period 
when moderation and unanimity were fo indifpenfably re- 
cjuifite for the conduct of public buflnefs, and the legillative 
concert of the country. He could fee no good which, though 
it were adopted, could refult from it, and agreed perfe£tly 
in opiAion with the noble earl with whom he had the hap- 
pinefs to be nearly related, and who had delivered his fen* 
timeqts witli fo much perfpicuity and energy on the fubjeft. 
Admitting therefore the truth of the motion in its abflraft 
ftate, bot rejeAing it under the idea of a refolution of the 
Houfc, be would not enlarge on its circumftances, but di- 
re£t Kis attention more immediately to its coniequences, and 
in particular 16 the two other refolutions of which it was 
intended to form the bafis. No one, faid he, refpefls or ve- 
nerates the conAitution of this country more than I 60. 
I admire it in all its afpefts. I conlider it as the moft fitly 
framed iFor fupporting and extending the principles of civil 
liberty.' But in what does this diftinguifhed aptitude confift, 
and what are thofe circumftances which maintain its exif- 
tence ? The conftitution of this couritry is difierent from 
all others by. the balance of its authorities, by the mixture 
of its powers. ' In fimple monarchies thefe prerogatives are 
united in one objefi. In this they are divided amongft vari- 
ous bodies. It is to this admirable diftribution and nice ad- 
juftment of authority that we owe all thofe privileges, and 
enjoy all that freedom, which render us fo diftinguifhed in 
the hiftory of nations. The conftitution of this country 
however has marked and defined the various rights and func- 
tions of every branch of the legiflative and executive go- 
vernment. It has carefully pointed out where they fhould 
properly interpofe in the correflion of each other, and has 
fugg^fted the fafe and legal methods by which fuch interfe- 
rences are to be conduced. 

No perfon refpefts the legal prerogative of Majefty more 
tixsin I ,do» ■ My veneration for the Conftitution, my cha- 

T % rafler 
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rafter as a member of this Houfe, the ,hcncvolcncc qf my 
Sovereign, and r^y oat^s of allegiance, all concur to attacA 
me to his perfoo and to his government. One principle 
then admitted by all parties is, that it is the prerogative of 
his Majefty to eleft his own Minifters. This is a power 
which our cooditution has placed ia the hand« of the 
Crown. On this point there is no difpute. But with rc- 
(peft to the exercife of it, with refpeft to the expediency 
of its exertion in every inftance, there may be grounds of 
doubt which render it a point of nice difcuffion. 

In every mixed government fuch as ours, which depended 
on the fupporting a nice balance and a proper conneAioa 
between its various parts, the exiftencc of a proper under- 
Handing between the legiflative and the executive powen 
was abfolutely neceffary. It was this only which could give 
it unanimity, efficacy, and energy. When there was a 
rupture between thefe branches of government, everv thing 
muft of courfe be divided^ and the Conftitution ot coune 
xnuft fall. 

This circumftance, therefore, furcly rendered the exer- 
tion of the prerogative in every fuppofeable cafe a point of 
nice judgment and choice. In France, the King chofe hif 
Minifters independent of all references to the fentjinent of 
his fubjefts, or the opinions of the inferior branches of the 
Legiflature. In a fimple monarchy this was admiffible, and 
attended with lefs danger than in a mixed, becaufe the will 
of the Sovereign rifes fuperior to every obftruftion which 
in. more complex fyftems deftroy both the energy and effi- 
cacy of Government. This principle, however, was nei- 
ther to be admitted nor praftifed on in this country. Though 
the prerogative of his Majefty to eleft his own Minifters it 
indifputable and defined, yet it ought furely to be deter- 
mined and regulated by certain deferences to the fentimeols 
of both Houles of Parliament, and of the piiblic. It is on 
this prudent exercife of prerogative that that confidence can 
alone be eftabliflied which is neceffary to give energy to the 
funflions of Government in this country. In other coun- 
tries, and. under defpotic fyftems of Adminiftration, force 
may fupply the want of confidence, by producing an unani- 
mity of ientiments and co-operation ; but in this a mutual 
refpeft to opinion is abfolutely neceffary to its being: for 
i>eal conBderc^ is a plant of ipontaneous growths which 
muft rife of itfelf, and cannot be compelled into exiftence. 

Nothing can therefore be moro abfurd than to affert, that 
his Majefty, from capricious choice, or in direft infult and 

avowed 
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aiFOvred oppofition to the fentiments of Parliament, or of 
his people, can appoint an Adminiftration for the purpofes 
of Gpvernment. This may be tolerated in other countries. 
In France, Lewis the Thirteenth elefied a Minifter becaufe 
he had the fingular talent of coUedling favourite birds, and 
in miogiing in his favourite, though trivial, amufemeots. 
At pre&Dt, in that country* the choice is not always direc* 
ted by merit, but frequently by the caprice and whim of 
the Sovereign. In this kingdom, at an unformed period of 
. gdvcrnmttnt, a Duke of Buckingham had been elefied Mi- 
nifter of the country by one of our raonarchs becaufe he 
wote fine clothes. But will any perfbn, the greateft ad- 
mirer, the fondeft partisan of royal privilege aflert, that 
the coodaft of that country, or the praftice of -thefe times, 
is applicable to the prefent, or ought to define and regulato 
the ezercife of the prerogative ? I am fatisfied there is no 
perfen tvho will. To affirm, therefore, that his Majefly 
may catl intd ihtnifterial office whom he pleafes ; that he 
asay make the pages of the back*ftairs Minifters, is an un- 
conftitutional doarine, and a cafe which, in deference to 
the ieDtianents of the Sovereign, and in refpc£l to the go- 
Temmeot of this country, ought not to be luppofed. 

But though fuch are the fpirit and maxims of our Go- 
Terpment, fttU a Miniftry may be called into office in fuch 
a manner as inay not recommend them to the confidence of 
either, or both Houfes of Parliament. In fuch a cafe, 
what line ought the legiflative branch of Government con- 
ftitutionaliy to purfue ? Is an interference of Parliament in 
fuch ZD tnftance altogether improper ? By no means. What 
is and has been the condufi of Parliament in fimilar ex- 
amples, when the boundaries of the prerogative were as 
fttUy admitted, and as accuratel]^ defined ? ft is allowed on 
all hands, that the making war is one of the diflin£l privi- 
legei of the Crown. But has Parliament never interfered 
ia the cxercife of this prerogative? Quite rhe reverfe. 
There are various examplesto the contrary in hiflory. In 
the reign of King William, that great epoch of Britifh 
liberty, an addrefs was prefented from the Houfe of Com- 
mons 10 his Majefty, fignifying, to be fure, in very foft 
terms,' their willingnefs to concur in a war againft the 
French. Did this illuftrious Sovereign, or his Miniflers, 
treat this addrefs with indignity i By no means. He rc- 
torned an anfwer to it immediately, expreffive of his happi- 
oe(s 10 the notified concurrence of bis Commons in the war, 

and 
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and fignifying his intention of profccuting it. Various 
other inftances might be quoted to the fame efFe£^. Id 
every exertion of the executive governmcnr, the judgmeot 
of both, or cither Houfe of Parliament, is admii&bie, is 
authorifed, and has obtained. 

With rcfpeft to the cledtion of Minifters, there have 
been frequent examples and precedents of the interference 
of Parliament ; and what has been the efFed of them ot 
iiis Majefty in regard to the retention or difmiflion of Mi- 
nifters. -There are, I believe, no inftances frofn the aera of 
the Revolution in which an Adminiftration has furvived the 
reprobation: of Parliament. In general this circumftance 
has operated fo powerfully either on their fentimcnts of dc* 
licacy, or of public fpirit, as to induce or compel thera to 
• refign their charge. A great, an able ftatefman, (SirR. 
Walpole) who had conduced tho^ buiinefs of this country 
for many years, on finding that he had loft the confidence 
6f the Houfe of Commons, retired from office with proper 
delicacy, and affirmed, with a becoming dignity of fj)irir, 
that he would never enter the walls of it any ipore. Ano- 
ther diftinguifhed Minifter, who poflefled the moft bril- 
liant talents, who united all the elegancies of Greece and 
Rome in himfelf, had retired from office on fimilar circurh- 
ftances of di fa p probation. A noble Lord (Lord North) 
with whom he had for fome time been connefted in office, 
whofc abilities he refpeftcd, whofe virtues and whole friend^ 
fhip he efteemed and venerated, had even gone out of office 
on the appearance of a diftruft of his abilities. That noble 
Lord did not wait for a direft decifion on his political and 
minifterial conduA ; he did not prefs the Houfe into a di& 
cuffion of fuch nice and delicate confiderations, but retired 
from office hecaufe a majority of nine had only appeared on 
a trying qucftion in his favour. 

Thefe circumftances therefore placed the point beyond 
all doubt, that Parliament had an unqueftionable right to 
decide on the exercife of his Majefty's prerogative on the 
appointment of an Adminiftration, and on the charafter of 
his Minifters. From thefe inftances of parliamentary in-» 
terpofition, and from the conduft of Minifters in fimilar 
circumftances, what then might naturally have been ex- 
pefted from Adminiftration on the late conduft of the 
Houfe of Commons ? I muft for my own fharc confefs, 
that I could not have conceived that they could have re- 
mained in office in contradiction to the maxims of theCoa- 

ftitution,. 
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ftitution, and the example of preceding Adminiflrations. 
"it is my opinion that their conda£t is unwarrantable, and 
tend* not only to introduce divifion in Parliament, but to 
fubvert the Conftitution of the country. 
. la the prelent firuation of affairs, what good can be ex* 
pcfted from a Miniflry fo conftituted, and exifting under 
lach circumftance^ ? (Jan they poffibly a£t with energy or 
with c(k& } Like a fnake that has received a wound, they 
may creep forward for a little, but they can never move or 
operate with proper dignity or influence. 

I cannot on thefe accounts fee the neceflity to enter 
into the expediencies of the motions prepared by the noble 
Lordy and now under coniideration. To what end can they 
contribute ? To me they feem to ferve no other purpole 
than to drew the tombs of the prefenc Adminiflration with 
flowers. ^ 

It is iropeflible for me therefore to conceive that it will 
cither contribute to your Lordihlps' dignity, or that it will 
fupport the prerogative of the Crown, to adopt the motions 
under difcuiHon. It is impoflible that, in the prefent Htua- 
tion of afiFairs, the prefent Minillers can aft, or can be re- 
tained in office. Is it then fafe for your Lordfhips to com- 
mit voor own dignity, to commit the dignity of the Crown, 
to io dangerous an iilue, by hazarding the adoption of 
motions, which, though carried, muft be ultimately inef- 
fefiual ? To me it feems equally improper and dangerous. 

But I now come to touch on a point which called nie up, 
and which I cannot pafs over in iilencc. A noble Lord has 
talked of a dilTulution of Parliament. He has dated this 
xircumftance as a meafure of expediency at the prefent cri- 
fis* I hope there is no fuch dangerous intention in a dif- 
traded Adminiflration. After the Arong and authorifed af- 
furances to the contrary by an honourable member of the 
Houfe, I cannot imagine that any of the prefent Minifters 
arc {b loft to a fenfe of veracity and of public welfare, to 
advife a meafure of fo dangerous a tendency* The noble 
Lord (Lord Coventry) has fpoke of the hazards of a dif-* 
banded army ; but by what means can thefe evils be more 
effeAoally called into exiftence than by the diffolution of 
Parliament^ at a period when the mutiny a£l muft ex- 
pire ? I hope there is no perfon fo hardy as to fuggeft fuch 
an advice to the Sovereign at this crifis. If there be, he 
will be anfwerable to his own noble nature, to bis King^ 
bis country^ his family, and bis God. ' 

2 Lord 
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Lord Syd- Lord Sydney faid, that no noble Lord was more anxious 
»*y* to fee a general union of all the abilities and ftrength of the 

empire in the prefent moft difficult crifis than he was ; and 
he was fenfible that if a plan could be fuggefted by which 
this could be cfFefted, the noble perfons with whom he had 
the honour to aft would not ft^nd in the way of fach an 
union* They would not, on account of any pcrfonal views^ 
be an obftaclc to the formation of a Miniftry, which ihotild 
l>c the means of quieting the diflcntions of Parliament, 
and reftoring harmony to the country. If there was anj 
thing in the late refoliltion of the Houfe of Commoni 
which did alTume a power over the proviiSons of an aft of 
Parliament, it became their Lordfhips to inveftigate fudi 
refolution, and to decide upon it without delay. It vm 
natural for him to have the utmoft refpcft for an aflcmblf 
of which he had been fo long a member, and which he 
had fo lately left ; but there was a confideration fuperior to 
every other in his mind, which was attachment to the Con- 
ftitution ; and if the Conftitution was infringed, or if it 
was trenched on, they ought, without a moment's delay, 
to take fuch ftcps as their wifdom might reconiixiend to pre- 
vent the confcquences. 

The propofition of the noble Earl was declared, even 
by thofe who were anxious to objeft to it, to be a truifm; 
and on the other hand it was acknowledged, that any refo- 
lution of the Houfe of Commons, tending to prevent the 
operation of a ftatutc, would be nugatory, that no body of 
men invefted with difcrctionary powers under an aft of 
Parliament would pay refpeft to a refolution of any one 
branch of the Legiflature fufpending the law. If this was 
the cafe, where was the Jelicacy of coming to the refolution 
which the noble Earl had moved ? He rould not conceive 
that any ill confcquences could poffibly arife from this pro- < 
cecding; or if they did, not on their heads, but on rf» 
•heads of thofe with whom the matter originated, were the 
confcquences to fall. In the courfe of the debate, fonic 
notice had been taken of a tranfaftion which did infinite 
honour to the right honourable gentleihan wjio was at the 
head of his Majcfty*s Treafury ; and pains had been ufcd 
to take from the merit of that tranfaftion, by endeavour- 
ing to fhew that his conduft in the application of that finc- 
^ ture was influenced by perfonal motives. He did notjex- 
jjcft^ indeed that any noble Lord would have tifed this fort 
of argument. .* » . ^ 

. ' . The 
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The charafttrr of that ric^ht honoural>lc ecntlermn was 
high and refpeft able ; and he airurcdthe Houfc, that in no 
inftance could it be more truly elevated than in that; and 
the noWe Duke, who had ftnrod tliat the Cleikfhip of the 
PcUs \vas given to Colonel Barre, was cgrcgiouily mifin- 
formed in regard to the maner, if he thought that there 
was by this management no faving to the pu'nlic, but that 
the 32COI. was diftributcd among the oiBccrs of State. 

The Dnkc of Mnnchefur explained what he really had The D. of 
faid. He had brought no charge nfra'mft the il^ijht honour- ^-^n^^^c^c 
able gentleman ; it was not the pi.iftice of his nature to 
ilander honourable min \ but he had faid, that when a mat- 
ter of duty was elevated into a matter of prailc, it was 
right to inveftigate the grounds on which it flood, and it 
was certain that as the pcnfions on the civil lift were the 
firft paid, the deficiencies, if any there were, fell on the 
officers of State ; fo that by this means, the fum which had 
been mentioned came into the courfe of payment, for the 
right honourable gentleman and his colleagues. 

Lord Sydney explained. 

Earl FitwuDiliiam faid, that he was not likely to throw Earl Fiti^ 
obloquy on any man ; but furcly in fpeaking of this tranf- ^*^»*n»» 
aftion it was fair to fay that it was not an aflion of pecu- 
liar, mtich lefs of exalted, merit. It was a tranfadion of 
duty* It would.have been unmeritorious in the right ho- / 
- nourable gentleman to have aftcd otherwifc; but at the 
iatne time it was furely a matt- r of becoming praife when a 
xinan in thefe times did difcharge his duty. 
. Lord Loughborough fai:, Oiat furely there was nothing Ld.Loughf 
die to be expcfted than that when the purity of a pi. blic borough, 
charader was brought up as an argument, the foundation of 
that argument Ihould be queftioned. 

Earl Gswer faid he would deliver his fcntimcnts on the EarlGower. 

2ucftion in a double capacity, as a Miniftcr and a member 
f 'the Houfe. As a Miniltcr he would declare that no- 
thing in office, or conneSed with it, fhould, for his part, 
prove an obftacle againft fuch a Miniftry as the circumftan- 
ces of the, country required. He was alfo ready to allow 
that an Adminiftration .of ftrength, ftability, and cor- 
diality, was never more wanted than now : but while he 
faid uiis, it muft alfo be obferved, that as a member of the 
Houfe, He was prepared to admit the refolutions propofed, 
as they were framed, in his opinion, to prevent one branch 
of the Legiilature from encroaching on another. He cer- 
' Vox. XIV. U tainly 
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tajnly thought this the tendency of the refolutions in the 
Houfe of Commons, and this appeared to his Lord (hip the 
only way of correfting them. 
Ld. Lough- Lord Loughborough^ after ftating fome particulars rekitif^ 
borough. ^Q ^jjg £j.g motion, owned that the fecond motion in which 
the prerogative of the Crown to appoint its own Miniften 
' was afferted, flaied a truifm which no man who underftood 
the nature of our Conftitution would deny, which he wai 
not by any means difpofed to difpute. It ought at the fame 
time not to be forgotten, that the intention of invefting 
the Crown with a power thus ample and interefting, had aa 
immediate eye to the public benefit; for while the King en- 
joyed the prerogative of chufing his own fervants, it nevct 
could be fuppofed that an attention would not be paid to tht 
confidence of Parliament. The fecond part of the motion, 
kowever, he thought more exceptionable, as it went to an 
' ' affirmation which fet that Houfe in direft oppofitioit to the 
Houfe of Commons, That Houfe had come unanimoufly 
to a refolution which affirmed that the arduous circumftan- 
ccs of the country required a firm, efficient, extended, and 
united Adminiftration which fhould have the confidence 
. " , of .Parliament, and put an end to the diftra£tions of the 
public, 'this refolution was not carried by nine, but was 
come to without a divifion. It was therefore the literal opi- 
nion of the Houfe; and what did it mean? Did it not 
amount to this, that fuch an Adminiftration did not al 
prefent 6xift ; that thd choice of Majefty had not fettled oa 
a Miniftry poffeffed of thefe qualifications ? Therefore a de- 
claration of their Lordfliips to .this ptirpofe was a dircft 
contradi£lion to one of the other Houfe, and that to one of 
a refolution paffed unanimoufly. Could it be denied that 
this was the conftruftion of the refolution of Monday laft} 
V It was not in the affirmative indeed, but its evident import 

was, that the prefent was not a firm, was not an efficient, 
was not an extended, was not an united Adminiftration. 
It was not an Adminiftration which pofteifed the confidence 
of that Houfe, or which was calculated in their opinion to 

?ut an end to the divifions and diftraftions of the country, 
"he Houfe were called upon to come to a refolution which 
Ihould fpeak a contrary language, and that without having 
had any conference with the other Houfe ; without having 
learnt what were their reafons and views ; nay, without hav- 
ing had notice of fuch a motion being to be made, Thei^ 

Lord- 
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Lordfliips were fummoned indeed, but not on, this motion ; 
for it was the general underflanding of noble Lords, that 
the bulinefs to be brought on that day, was a motion for 
the relief of Infolvent debtors ; anc^ a motion for the relief 
of infolvent debtors turned out to be a motion for the fup« 
port of the preCent Minifters. 

The Earl of Effln-ham faid, that fq far from their having The Earl o 
had no intitnation of the proceeding which he had agitated, tffins^>»» 
they had had an advert i Cement of a full fortnight, for he 
had mentioned that he fhould bring on the cjueftion. 

The Duke of Richmond faid, that the retblutions of the The D. of 
Houfe of Commons by no means proved, that the authors ^»«*»"^'»^* 
<>f ihefe relolutions were likely to poffefs enough of the 
confideoce of that Houfe to form an efficient Miniflry, 
when their majority was but eight. 

Lord Loughborough alkcd his Grace what then muft be the Ld. Loojh- 
quality of that Adminiftration which had the unanimous ^^^^'^^uft**- 
voice of the Houfe of Commons againft them ? 

The Houfe then divided on the firft motion ; 

Contents 7q; Proxies 21. Not Contents 44; Proxies 9, 
— Majority 47. 

The Earl of Effingham then moved his fecond proportion. The Barf of 
which was carried without a divifion. The Earl then ^^"Sha'n. 
moved for an addrefs to the Throne founded on this refolu- 
tion, and this motion being alfo carried, a Committee was 
appointed to prepare the addrefs, which they reported, and 
the fame being read, it was adopted, and was as follows : 

To the KIN G. 

** WE your Majefty^s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament aifcm- 
bled, acknowled'ge, with great fatisfaftion, the witdom of 
our happy Conftitution which places in your Majefty's 
hands the undoubted authority of appointing to all the 
great offices of executive government. We have the firmeft 
reliance in. your Majefty's known wifdom and paternal 
goodnefi, that you Will be anxious to call into and con- 
tinue in your fervice, men the moft defer ving of the confi- 
dence of the Parliament and the public in general. 

'* In this confidence, we beg leave to approach your 
Majcfty with our moft earneft aflurances, that we will, 
upon all occafions, fupport your Majefty in the juft exer- 
cifJl of thofc prerogatives which the wifdom of the law has 

U % entruftcd 
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cntruftcd to your Majefty, for the prefervation of our lives 
and properties, and upoo the due and uninterrupted exer- 
cife of which muft depend. the bleflings which the people 
derive from the beft of all forms of Government*" 

February 6. 

The Houfc went up to St, James's and prefented their 
addrefs to the Throne. 

To which his Majefty was pleafed to return the following 
moft gracious anfwcr : 

** My Lords, 

** I thank you for this dutiful and loyal addrefs ; and I 

dedre'you will reft alFurcd that I, have no o,bjc£t in the 

choice of Minifters, but to c;iU into my I'ervice men the 

moft deferving of the confidence of my Parliament^ and of 

' the public in general. 

^' I cannot too often repeat my affurances, that my coi> 
ftant ftudy, in the exercife of every prerogative cnrrufted 
to me by the Conftitution, is to employ it for the welfare 
of my people." 

Fchrunry 19 

The Earl of The Earl of Effngham drew the attention of the Houfc 
Iffinghaiin. ^^ ^j^^ animadverlions and proceedings which had been had 
in the other Houfe, in confccjuence of the refolutions that 
they had made on the 4lh inftant, . The noble Earl. exa- 
mined the Repor's of the Committee appointed to fcarch 
"the journals of Parliament for their ufage, and in order to 
fhcw that the precedents which had been brought forward 
did not apply to the cafe of the 24th of December laft, he 
related the hiftory of almoft every one of the precedents, , 
He did not mean, he laid, to defire their Lordfhips to come 
to any refolution whatever on the matter; but as it had 
been ftated that the refolution of the 24th of December 
was merely admonitory, and not intended to control the 
exercife of a diicretionary power, he might be allowed to 
fay, that the refolution was cloathed in very ambiguous 
terms, and by no me;ans conveyed that meaning. He could 
affure the Houfe, that it was not his meaning to take any 
ftep which could give juft caufc of complaint, or of fof-» 
picion to the other; atid what he had already fuggefled,. he 
conceived to be neceffary to the maintenance of the confti-i 
tutignal authority of Parliament, 
' , Earl 
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Earl Batburft then, on the order of the day being caUed> Earl Bath- 
faid, that he had prefumed to move for fummoning tneir "'*• , 
Lord(htps, with the intention of fubmitting to their confide- 
' ration a motion, grounded upon the Reports of the Commif- 
' fioners appointed to examine the public accounts ; but as it 
was fuggefted that it might be proper juft to ftate the fubjedk 
on which he meant to draw their Lordfliips* obfervation, he 
would beg leave to poftpone the motion, to give their Lord- 
fhips time to look into thofe Reports, The CommifTioners 
deferved the moft grateful acknowledgments from their coun- 
try for thieir labour : they prefented to the view of ferioug ^ 
men the moft alarming and important truths ; and he thought 
it their Lordfliips' mdifpeniable duty to go inftantly into the ' 
corifi deration of certain fadls which they recommended to the 
notice of Parliament. He concluded with moving to dif- 
charge the order on their books, and to move for their Lord- 
iliips to befammoned on Wednefday next. 

Earl Gower faid,. he would agree with the nobje Earl that Earl Cower 
there were matters in the Reports of the CommifEoners of 
public accounts which demanded, and called for their Lord- 
ihips* moft immediate attention ; arid he fubmitted to the 
noble Earl, whether an earlier day rhight not be taken. 
He mentioned Monday ; and the motion was amended to 
Monday. 

Lord Vifcount Stormont faid, he was not prefent when the Lord Vifc, 
noble Earl firft movetl for their Lordfhips to be fummoned : Stormont, 
he agreeH with him that the Commiffioners deferved every 
thing from their country; and that there were many moft 
important topics in their Reports. He wifhed the noble Earl 
would be gooicnough to point out the particular topics on 
which he meant. to move their Lordftiips. He knew that no. 
noble Peer was hound to ftate the fubjecSt matter of a motion 
which he intended to make ; but thev, by common confent 
and general praftice, did fo, becaufe it was found to be con- 
venient in facilitating the dilcuffion. 

Earl tSathurJi faid, he could not at once fay what was to Earl Bath- 
be theexprefs motion which he might make; but everyone **'^' 
who had heard what a noble and learned Lord, the pillar and 
ornament df his country, had faid on' a former day, muft 
know that he meant fome of the important topics in the 
Eighth, Tenth, and Eleventh Reports. 

Lord Vifcount Stormont faid, he had undoubtedly, as well ^°'^ ^^^^* 
as ^very other P^er, read thofe Reports with the accuracy and ^^°'"*»°^ 
ferioiifhefs that they merited ; and they contained fo many 
important, confiderations^ that he profeiTed he could not fix 
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, on thofe which the noble Earl might have in contemplation; 
and he therefore ftill prefumed to afk the noble Lord what was 
the general tendency of his motion ? 
Earl Bath- Earl, Bathurji affured the noble Vifcbunt', that he would be 
^^^* happy to give him the information, if he knew the extent of 

his motions. What he might now think, would be his mo- 
tion, might not be fo when became to perufe the Reports 
again. Other noble Lords. might fuggert other ideas to him. 
, ItLmight be taken into abler hands than his : a matter which 
he flattered himfelf would be the cale. In the mean time he 
faid, he could not truly give the Houfe that information 
which he could defire. 
BarlTcm- Earl Temple wiflied it was an the power of the noble Earl 
f'** to lead their ideas to the fubjedl which he meant parricuiarly 

, to embrace; it would not only facilitate difcuffion, but it 
might prevent fufpicions from arifing* that there was any 
thing intended in the motion which touched on the privi- 
leges of the other Houfe. 
£ar)Bath- l£^7ix\ Bathurji {?\A, there was nothing which he would at . 
'*'^* all times be fo eager to avoid as the difcufllon of a queftion 

which might give an alarm to the other Houfe. He knew the 
dreadful confequences of a divifion, and he would never be 
the man to jnove any. thing that fliould interrupt the har- 
mony that ought to fubfift between them. Each would hold 
its privileges in a greater and more extenfive point of view 
than the other would condefcend to admit, and it was proper 
that the points of privilege between them fhould never be 
canvafled. . So much for quieting this fufpicion ; but as to 
• the other point, he affured the noble Earl he could not in- 
^ form him. The motion which he intended to make this day 

might not be his motion on Monday. 
farlTem- Earl TempleO^WX wifhed he would point out the particular 
P^«« paffages of the Reports to which he would wifli to draw their 

Lordfhips' attention. 
The Earl of The Earl of Carli/le faid it was eafy to comprehend the 
Ctrliflc, topics which the noble Earl had in view ; there was no occa* 
fion to be more explicit. 

The motion for the Houfe to be fummoned on Monday 
then pailed. 

February 23. 
.Earl Bathurft deferred his motion till that day fe'nnight. 

March I. 

]Earl Bathurft again deferred his motion. , 

March 
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March ii. 

The Rxjyal aflent was given, by commiflion, to eleven 
public and five private bills. The Commiffioners were, ^ 

the Arctbilhop of Canterbury, Earl Mansfield, and the 
Marquis of Carmarthen. 

March 23. 

On a motion to print the bill for the better prevention of 
Bribery at Ele^ions of Members of Parliament, the Earl of 
.Mamfald left the woolfack, and addreffed the Houfe on the Earl of 
fubjedl of the bill. , He faid he was glad to receive a motion Manififill 
to have it printed, becaufe it was a bill upon a fubjedl of 
importance, and upon a fubjedl: that ought to be fully under- 
flood, cfpecially as the country, if report fpoke truly, was 
upon the eve or a general ele6lion» To the principle of thd 
bill he had no 9bjeclion, becaufe it did no more than declare 
that to be law which was law already. It did not therefore, 
in his mind, go too far in its principle, but he had flrong ob- 
je&iohs to the pafling the bill, and thofe objeftions refled al- 
together on there being no neceffity for any fuch ftatute. 
By the common law of the land, and by a variety of ftatute 
laws, the crime of bribery was clearly and fuificiently afcer- 
tained ; their titles and their preambles ran pretty much alike 
in terms, to the terms of the title ajid preamble of the pre- 
sent bill; for which reafon every bill brought in avowedly to 
prefcribe new preventives, and to oppofe new impediments 
to bribery, tended rather to narrow and contraft the law 
againft bribery, than to enlarge and enforce it. He gave the 
author of the prefent bill full credit for his good intention ; 
he had no doubt but he meant well ; his defign, however, 
was fruitlefs, and^ could not anfwer the end it aimed at. The 
law was fufficiently extenfive already, and it had better re- 
main asit was, than be weakened, as it muft unavoidably be, 
by the alteration propofed. His Lordftiip, after fome more 

feneral obfervations, made a few particular remarks on the 
ill in qu^ftion, tending to fhew that it was more likely to 
open a door to bribery than to ftrengthen the bars to it al- 
ready provided. He pointed out how liable the part of the 
bill, allowing voters to be j)aid for their lofs of time, was to 
fraud and abufe. The vague manner in which this paflage 
Vas worded, invited iippofition, and countenanced corruption. 
Men^s tin^e was a matter of great difficulty to appreciate. 
A miauteinight be of mojre value to fome than whole hours 

t9 
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to others. Under the idea, therefore, of paying for the time 
of voters, every purpofe ot bribery might beeffedluaily an-" 
fwered. In order to ihew that the idea of allowing vidluals 
and drink to voters was by no means a new one, his Lonl- 
flxip diverted the Houfe with a quotation from an ancient dor 
cument draw^n from Monkifh Latin. He adverted alfo fo 
other parts of the bill, and compared tliem with the law as 
it flood, fliewing, that if the public would but fet their faces 
againft the fa6l, and bring it home to the offenders, the laws 
in being for the prevention of ^bribery at eledlidns were fo 
fully adequate' to the evil, and gave fuch complete authority 
to inflift a proper punifliment, that there was not the fmalleft 
necefiity for an additional ftatute upon the fubjedl. Hefaid, 

, it had been fuggefted to him, that in a Committee of the 
Houfe of Commons, conftituted agreeable to the diredlions 
of Mr. Grenville's aft, it had been declared, that the candi- 
dates having paid money for the purpofes profcribed by the 
prefent bill, were not guilty of bribery. Every fuch deci- 
fion that had been made, had been clearly illegal; a hSt 
which a reference to the ftatutes already in being would de* 
inonftrate moft incontrovertibly. His Lord/hip reafoncd 

• Upon the ill policy of multiplying ftatutes unneceiSarilj. 
What the common law held to be Criminal, there was no 
occafion to pafs a written law to declare criminal. In lib 
manner, what the ftatute laws had already declared criminal, 
it was idle and inconvenient to pafs new ftatute laws to de- 
clare criminal. In fhort, fo ftrong, fo extenfive, and fo ef- 
feftual, was the common and ftatute law in being againft 

^ bribery at eleftions, that it appeared to him, that the framer 
of the bill under confideration was ignorant of the law as it 
flood already, or he never would have thought fuch a bill as 
the prefent neceflary. 

The bill was ordered to be printed; 

' March 24. 

His Majefty being feated on the throne, the Commons 
were fent for, and being come with their Speaker, the King 
gave the Royal aftent to feventeen public and fix private bills; 
after which his Majefty made the following moft gracious 
fpeech from the throne : 

<* My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" ON a full confideration of the prefent fituatioo of 
affair§, and of the extraordinary circumftances which have v 
produced it, I a(Q induced to put an end to this feffion of 

Parliament;- 
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Parliament : I feel it a duty which I owe to theconflitution 
and to the country in fuch a fltuation, to recur as fpeedily 
at poffible to the ienfe of my people, by calling a new Par- 
liatnent. ^ . 

** I truft that this meafure will tend to obviate the mif- 
chiefi arifing from the unhappy divifions and diftra^ions 
which ha^e lately fubfifted { and tha^ the various important 
bbjefis which will require coniideratibh, may be afterwards 
proceeded upon with lefs interruption and with happier 

"IcanJ*have no other objefk, but to preferve the true 
prindplet 6f our free and happy cdnftitutioii, and to em-* 
ploy the powers entrufted to me by law, for the only end 
for which they were given, the good of my people.'* 

, Tlien the Earl of Mansfield, Lord Chief Jutticc'of the 
idourt jof King's Bench, Speaker of the Houfe of Lords^ 
by hit M?yeftjfs command^ faid : ir 

*^ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

.. ''f It is hisMajefty's royal will and pkafiire, thsit this , 
JParliament be prorogued to Tuefday the fixth day -of April 
next, to be then here holden ; and this Parliament; is accor- 
dingly prorogued to Tuefday the fixth day of April next." 

The next day, the 25th of March, the Parliament was 
diflblvcdt 



Tot.XlV. X FIRST 
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FIRST REPORT from the Committed appointed to en- 
quire into the illicit Praftices ufcd in defrauding Aft 
Revenue, 

(DECEMi(ER 24, 1783) 

TJf Committee appointed to enquire into the illicit PraHicei nov3 ufed in deffeati' 
ing the Rennnue of thit Kingdom^ and the mofi tffeBual Methods of frewn^ 
ing the fame \ and to report the fame ^ imth tijeir Opinion thereupon, to tin 
Honfe, 

PROCEEDED, without delay, td the difchargc of their duty- aad 
finding themfelves likely to be involved in a variety of cdfnplicat^d and int; 
portant objc6ts, determined, for the fake of perfpicuity, to lepargtfe thfe ittfr 
ter» referred to them ; they have accordingly cohilned their firft toc^uinet tt 
the nature and extent of the illicit pra6tices ; referving to a fubfequcnt dif- 
cuffion and arrangement, what may occur, or be fuggef^ed to them^ on tbe 
means of prevention. 

Your Committee cannot proceed to ftatfe the refult, without ackri^WIed^ 
the information and afliftidce which they have received from the orkicipC 
Boards of Britifli revenue, whofe zeal and alacrity in fumiflung nill fti^ 
ments of the prevailing abufe«, merit the approbation and acknowledgments 
of your Committee. 

If the whole of the infor^hiation thus obtained, were to be fbted to the 
Houfe, in addition to parole evid«nce of a very interefting kind, which has 
been given to your Committee, it would fonn a detail which might be 
thought too voluminous, and would open many pra6tice8 inexpedient to be 
made public : your Committee, theretbre, have refolved not to enter into 
particulars, farther than may be neceflary to make their report intelli^ble; 
but rather to comprcfs their materials within general expremons ; relyin? on 
the confidence which the Houfe will place in their veracity, and hoUing 
themfelves in readinefs, if more minute explanations and proofs fhould w 
reouired. • 

From the accounts of the principal officers of the out-ports, examined and 
ftated by the Commillioners of Excife and Cuftoms, it appears, that the 
fraudulent importation of many principle articles of revenue, without pay- 
ment of duty, has lately increafed to a very alarming degree, and is carried 
on with the moft open and daring violence, in every ac^effible part of the 
doaft of this kingdom. 

The vefiels uled for this purpofe are of various fizes, from 30 to 300 tons, 
mounting from fix to twenty-four guns, and navigated by crews from twelve 
to one hundred men. 

Tlie cargoes confift chiefly of fpirits, tea, tobacco-ftalks^ fnuff, Eaft-India 
goods, wine, drugs, cambricks, laces, and filks. 

The moft confiderable of thefe veflels are able to make feven or eight vojr* 
Ages in a year ; the largeft of them can bring, in one freight, the enormous 

quantity 
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quantity of three thonfand half ankers of fpirits, and ten or twelve tons of tea, 
befides other valuable articles to a coniiderable amount : the ilrength of fome of 
them ii.fuch, as to enable them to bid defiance to the revenue cruizers, 
fome rf which have recentlv been infulted, fired upon, and heat off; and" 
others have either been feizea and carried off, or fcuttlcd and funk ; in other 
inftances the crews of the fmuegling vcflels have made prifoners of (bme of 
the officers of the revenue, and have kept them abroad during the time of 
landing very valuable cargoes. It is alfo a practice, for the large and ar- 
med veflels to take under their convov the fmall defencelefs craft which are 
employed in the fame pernicious trafnc. 

The landing of the cargo is regulated by iignals, and fecured by larec 
gangs of men, armed chiefly with clubs and heavy whips, generally infb« 
med with liquor, and alTembled in fuch numbers as to reduce the revenue 
officers to be quiet ipedtators of the proceeding : this is very generally the 
cafe, except when the revenue officers can obpiin the aid of a large mili- 
tary force ; fuch affiftance, in the prefent eflablilhment of the army, muft 
be extremely partial — it is quite inadequate to the purpofe of general and 
effe^al prevehtion-*the requifition is often attended both with delay and ti'ith 
fome notorietv : and even when aid is obtained upon an informr.flf -n, it is 
generally fruitrated ; for the fcouts' placed upon the fhore give lip;ii:/ii to the 
veifel at fea, which inftantty proceecfe according to the fettled iignal to fome 
other place of rendezvous, at fifteen or tv^cnty miles diflance, and lands 
the cargo in the night time. 

The cargo thus delivered, is placed in waggons or on hoHes, being packed 
and prepa^-ed for that purpofe, in calks and oil-ikin bags : it is next either 
diftributed .upon the coafl and the parts adjoining, for iale ^and confumptiou, 
ot brought to the neighbourhood of this metropolis, and into the metropolb,' 
either under the open guard and prote^on of armed troops of men, or by a 
fi^lacious ufe of permits, or in difguifed packages, by &AgQ coaches, ilage 
waggons, and various other modes oiF conveyance. 

Your Committee are informed, that on lomc parts of the coaft, batteries 
have a6hially been creeled to aflift and protect th61c illicit importations ; and 
they have reafon to believe that the number of large armed veflels employed 
in the fmuggling trade is not tefs than one hundred and twenty, befidcs near 
two hundred fmaller vefTcls. " The owners have introduced and cftablifhed a 
mixed fyftcm of war and trade — they pui*fue all the regular plans of book- 
keeping — riders are fent, from time to time, to receive orders within the 
circle of their rcfpe^ive rides ; which orders have already been collefted in[ 
parts more diftant from the coaft : notice is then circulated, of the day and 
hour when the veflcl may be expe<5led to appear off the fhore with the re- 
turn of the cargoes ; a place of landing is fixed upon ; fignals are fettled ; 
fcouts are appointed ; the degree of force which may be wanted is arranged ; 
and, laflly, the terms of freight are adjufled, and alio of infu ranee, in cafe 
the perfon who gives the order will not take the articles at his own rifk. The 
commodities thus imported, if didributed upon the coafl, are, in moil inflan- 
.ccs, fold at little more than h^lf of the price which is given when regular du- 
ties are pdd : if they are brought to the metropolis under infurancc, which is 
a CQmino(i'.ip,ra£tice, they are delivered either to retail traders, or to private 
houfckcepcfsi at ^ut two-thirds of the price paid by the honeft coiifumcr. 

X 2 The» 
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The ComnuiEoners of the revenue very juflly obfervc, that their inUin4 
.cftablifhment is utterly unfit to fupprefs thefe proceedings j being calculated 
rather to dete6t frauds than to refill violence, and having hardly any powen 
of exertion upon the coaft, beyond the detedion of ,fmajl illicit importatiop* 
and exportations, atten^pted by merchant veiTels, or by the goading trade; 
thefe pradices are confeqiiently become fo general, and to irrefiftible, that the 
fecurity of the revenue, in many inftances, depends on the honefty of the 
traders : and here, perhaps, it may defcrve remark, that fince the fitting of 
your Committee was known, the exertions of the fmuggl^rs to bring larg^ 
Slocks of goods into the kingdom are reprefented to ys to have been greater 
than ever. 

Every opinion, ind every teflimony, has concurred to prove to your Com- 
mitter, . that this fyftem, fo fatal both to reyeniie and to trade, has, during the 
laft four years, increafed in a very alarming degree.; this naturally happened 
under all the. circumftanccs attending the cp^rfe.and clofe of the late war : and 
it is the opinion of the Commiltioners of^ Ex^rife, from which we*caniio]t diP 
fent, that the excife duties ajone (which/ on tea, coffee, brandy, and rum, 
amount annually, at an average, to one million llerling) would, if fmu^ling 
could be prevented, produce a. revenue of more thaa three times that fura." '•' 

Your Committee Ihould here obferve, that, exclufive of the open' and 
avowed profeffion of fmwggiing, an illicit importation is carried on to a ereat 
extent, by the re-landing of bounty and drawback goods ; by coafters, which 
take goods aboard at fea or in foreign parts ; by the officers of homeward-bounj 
Eaft and Weft India iliijps, to a great amount ; by fi(hin^ veflcls j ' ?ihd by the 
crews andpaljengefs of fome of the Poft-office packets. 

It U computed, frpm the beft examinations, that upwards of twenty inillion^ 
of pounds of tea> 'and. thirteen millions of gallons of brandy, have been fmug- 
j^led into the kingdom within (he laft three years : and it well ^eferi'es i'emari, 
f hat thb national interefts fuffei: moft effentiaily in many points qf yjcw, exclu- 
five of the great lofs of revenue — this immenfe trade being fuppbited almoS 
folely by the export of the bullion and fpecie of the kingdom, or by bills oi 
exchange, and not by any interchange of manufedures, or other merchandize, 
except, perhaps, fome raw wool. ..».,.. 

It farther deferves remark, that enormities of fuch violence and extent 
amovuit tp a partial ftate of anarchy and rebellion ; and have a teiadency to 
weaken jind impair every idea of a regular gove;:nment, and all du^ fvibmimon 
to the Jaws of the land. 

The meai^s of p^eventio^ againft hefe great evijs, howov^ir ma4equate to 
the purpbfe, have graduajly been much increafed, and confequcptly h^ve oc-- 
caiioned an increafein the public expeiices. Your Committee wjtl> .in a fub^ 
fequent Report, take fome notice of^the different plans under which the reve- 
nue cruixers are engaged and eftablifhed ,* . it is fufficierit for the prefent to refer 
to the Appendix, (No. i.) for an account of the number and force of veffels 
employed in the different perigds of 1765, 1773? ana 1783 ? and alfo for an 
account of the increafe of thbfe veiTels, from tjie ijoth of 06tpber, 1780, to 
the loth of Odober,, 17^1. ..It is an obyiipus.fen^^^rk, oh thefe accounts, as 
well as on the acj:6ujit"of . the charges paid upon fWproduce of feizurcs for the 
periods of 1765, 177JI and 1783, (which is^in Appendix, Nb. 2.) that, ^ though 
the illieit practices have^ incrcalcd, the exertions and expellees of the publio 
have alfo confiderably increafed. In refereiice to 'the pajfer^to wliich your 

' ■ CoramiHec. 
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Committee have lafl referred, it may here be right to fubjom an account of the 
arftbunt ofjiis Majefty's part of fines on many principal articles of illicit 
trdUde, fior <fi]fferent periods, (which is in Appendix, No. 3.) And, exclufive of 
the forty-two armed; gutters engaged it the fervice of the Cuftoms, five un- 
irQie4 cuttcri are coAftjlritry kept by the Englifli Excife ; as'alfo nine revenue 
:utters mSet the Scotch Commillioners^ nx of which are of confiderable 
Irength. upon the eail and wefl coafts of^ Scotland. 

In order farther to complete this part of our examination, y6\ir Committee 
•cquited'Of the Admiralty Office, an eftimate of the annual expcnccs incurred 
ma idcufring by his.Majei[by*s ihips and veiTels employed to amfl the Commif- 
lonen of the revenue in reftraining the fmuggling pradices, upon the coafls 
)f Great ]Britain add Ireland, in the year 1767, and at the prcfent time, fo far 
IS the &9c could be calcul^ed. The eflimate returned to us is as follows : 

Men, £. 

In the year 1 767 — 2687 — 139,724 

^ . At the prefent time — 4^35 "~ 220,220 

Aiid diongfa it may be doubted how far prccifcly this fervice can be confidered 
^s .an incr^fe of the national cxpcnce, it at Icail: fhcws the increnfe of the 
exertions. * 

It will next appear how effcftiial thefc exertions are, from the fubjoincd' ac- 
covmtj'of the feveral feizurcs, flated for different periodsj made in the port of 
London' and the out-ports of England, and by the officers of the Cuftoms in 
jBcbtlandy (which accounts are in Appendix, No. 4.) Thofe feizurcs are of 
Very inconfiderable amount ; and there is too much reafon to believe that a pro- 
portion eyen of that fmall amount. arifes from coUufion between the Imugglers 
and retrenue officers ; and nearly the whole produce (being fold for conlump- 
tion, clear of duties) operates to the diminution of the revenue. 

It is poffibly one x^oniblation, fo far as mere revenue is concerned, in the 
;mid& oSTti^fc tinplcafing circumftances, (though perhaps it may be attributed 
to the expenccs incident to a great and cxtenfivewar) that the revenue has not 
^et jbcen much impaired by an evil which threatens its ruin. 
• Arid it will appear from an account annexed, (in Appendix, No. 5.) that the 
'qiiaiuities'of many excifeable articles of principal confumption, which regu- 
Mrfy^fiaid the duty, have in many inftances increufcd, on a comparifon of the 
years 177 3^ 1774', and 1775, ^^'^^^ the jears 1780, 1781, and 1782; and the 
produce qf the old duties upon thofe articles in the latter period was 5,262,951!. 
In the former period, 4,853,507!. confequcntly the increafe upon the old duties 
in the la^r j^riod jvas 409,4441. 

Itwillialib appear, from another paper annexed to this Report, (in Appendix, 
No. 6,}- that on a compare of the quantities of flrong and fmall beer which 
paid excife in 1772 and 1773, there was an increafe, during the latter period, 
'-Mi l!he flron? beer, to the amount of 845,087 barrels, and a decreafe in the 
fmidl'-beer or only 179,289 barrels ; and even that deficiency arifes from a large 
quan^ty of fmall beer being brought to the account of a different kind of beer, 
oSted table beer, which is fubjedt to afeparate duty. 

Your Committee fliould here obferve, that the accounts from the Commit 

'fi6nerffof th*' revenue in Scotland agree entirely with thofe of the Englifh 

C^q^uniffioners, in eilabllihing as a fact, that the practice of fmuggling in armed 

^iUtfilsliiM luggers is much increafcd of late years ;. in Scotland it is fbme- 

I . . . . ^ ■ times 
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times the practice for the armed crews of the fmuggljnff veflels to efcpit tke 
^oods into the country, when they apprehend any moleftation ; and tl|ey an 
Srong enough to bid defiance to the revenue officers, wliether on fca or mm. 
The Duiinels is carried on by companies regularly eftabliflied at diSetent pboi 
upon the coafl ; at each of which places each company has extenuve £119% 
for which they pay rents more than the ground will produce ; but thefe lao^ 
upon which they have feveral houfes, are requifite for the accommodation rf 
many dependants and fervants, (who are neceltary to the undertaking) and fir 
the maintenance of carriers and horfes, which are feen in waiting, to the amomt 
of one or two hundred at a time, when veffels are expefted. 

The Scotch Commiflioners complain alfo of a fbecies of fmuggling, reivrd 
fince the peace, in fmall veffels, from twenty to mty tons burthen, having tbe 
appearance of Ea£l -country traders, which bring fpirits and tea from the conti- 
nent of Europe, and meet with great affiilahce from the fiftierraen, who arc do 
longer reftramed by the fear of being imprcffed into the navy. Great quanti- 
ties of tea, foap, and fair, are alfo ftated to your Committee to be clandelKne^ 
brought in fmall boats from Ireland to the well: coafl: of Scotland, and die 
north-wcf: coaft of England. 

Having thus defcribed the outlines of the fmuggling fyftem, many of xAH 

fs under the eye, and are under the obfervation of every man in the Idnf- 
om, your Committee will proceed more particularly to what has been ibtflj 
to them, refpedting fuch articles as are principal objeds of revenue : and hdt 
they bez leave once more to remark, that it is not within the coropafs of die 
prefent Report either to propofe amendments in the exiting revenue laws, tf 
to fugged: new plans and fyftems of prevention : for the prefent your CbB* 
mittee will confine themfelves to the nature and extent of the evil, in print 
offaa. 

TEA 
Js a very principal article of excife and cuftoms, and claims the firft attentiqi 
in this part of our enquiry, being highly valuable in proportion to its bulk ml 
weight ; eafily purchafed, at a low rate, and to any amount, in the fordp 
ports of Europe ; and fo highly taxed in this kingdom, as to be a great ohj» 
of temptation to thofe who are difpofed to defraud the revenue of their coun- 
try, rerhaps, if it werepoffible to remove the advantages which tlus ardA 
holds out to the fmug^lers, it would no longer be pradicable for them tonttiur 
tain their illicit trade in any confiderable degree. 

The duties on tea are, 
£. s. d. 
Cuftoms, 2710—. per cent. paid by the Company. 

Excife, 28 ic — per cent. -1 -j u -.l r * ' 

and - I i,'Aoer_g«>ftlb.} P'"*^^y*l'"'~«'^™«'-- . 

The prices of tea at the Eafi-Jtndia Company's fales, on an average of ten 
years, from March, 1773, to September, 1782, inclufive, difcount dedju^ 
out of which the Company paid the cufloms, were, 

Bohea. Congou. Souchong. Singlo. HyftOf 

J. </. / s. </. s. ii, s, d* s. ■ 4* 

2 4*9perlb^. 3»«perlb.5 2'* 4 2*' 8 J^. 

2 69» 2 io»* 2 6*9 % io»* 



Excife on the fame, 
paid by the buyers 
Coft^o'thc buyers ~ 
in 2782, 
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It 18 unnecefTary to purfue this article farther for the prefcnt than to ob- 
fcrve, that the total duties of Cuflom and E:(cife, paid before the tea can 
legally come into the hands of the confumer, amount, on the \owdk kinds 
of tea, 'to more .than cent, per cent, upon the prune cod ; and upon other 
kinds of tea^ on an average, to abov^t 75I. per cent. 

^.'ti&e frauds refuhing from this ^reat inducement of high duties upon teas, 
are not confined to illicit importations from the Continent of Europe. It ig 
well known, that when (hips are expedted from the Ead Indies, fmuggling 
reflels, and boats of various iizes and defcriptions, and from every part of 
Lhe'cG^ cruize for them in the Britifh Channel, and carry on a conflant 
traffic with them, from the entrance of the Channel to their arri^-al in the 
Thames. As foon as the laden ihips arrive at their mooring, the places 
near which they lie become the refort of fmugglers, and refemble a public 
Fw^ ; and the river is crouded with boats, watching hourly opportunities to 
convey goods out of every part of the ihip ; the officers of the £a£l-India 
(hips are induced, it is faid, to this unbecoming traffic, as well by exceed- 
ing their privileges, as by the neceifity of otherwii'c paying duties both to 
tlie £ail-India Company and to. the Public ; which in many indances would 
fubje^ them to a lofing trade, more efpecially whilft the regular fale of tea 
continues to be fo much affected by illicit importations ; and the fmuggling 
is managed with little rifque, through the coliufion and corrupt practices of 
the loiter clafs of the revenue officers, who receive afcertained and known 
prices for their affifbmce in convej^ing the goods to the fhore : This abufe is 
lb lucradve, that neither a fenie of duty nor a fear of punidiment have 
been fufficient to refhrain it ; and it is not confined to Eafl-India fliips, but 
extends alfo to the UTeft-India cargoes, in the running of which it pervails {o 
as to cauie very coofiderable lofTes to the revenue : This coliufion and corrupt 
^ipofition among the inferior officers, is productive alfo of improper allow- 
ances upon the quays, at the difcharge of goods, in weight, guage, and 
meafure* In ihort, the efbblifhed prac^tice of ices, which leems to be infe- 
parable from a complicated and difiicult fyikm of duties, added to the pref- 
lure of low falaries and great temptations, have combined to produce an in- 
timacy and connection between the inferior officers and the merchants, which 
.is very prejudicial to the public. 

Tlvb fe-landing.of tea exported to Ireland is another evil which has of 
late greatly increafed,— -The average amount of tea exported to Ireland for 
apenod.of three years, ending at Michaelmas 1778, was 2,114,360 pounds 
weight; and for the like period, ending at Michaelmas 1782, it amounted 
to 4,169,211 pounds weight; fmce that period the quantity exported has 
fiuther increal'ed : and it is fbated to the Commiffioners of Excile, by re- 
putable dealers, that a great proportion of the tea fo exported is fent to 
Ireland for the fole purpofe of being clandeflinely returned to Great Britain. 
It is an indirect proof of thb reprefentation, that, antecedent to the ex- 
emption from duty, the quantity of tea annually exported to Ireland, at 
ah average of three years, was not more than 163,035 pounds weight; but 
that, for the year ending 5th July 1782, it amounted to 1,596,426 pounds 
weight. 

This prance, which appears from various evidence to have increafed, 

and to be now increafing, arifes from a difference fubfifling between the 

firitifh and Irifh duties upon tea, the latter being very conSdcrably lower 

I * tlian 
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than the former: it is therefore an object of lucrative trade for the Irflh 
▼eilder of tea to^ purchafe it, and to pay the full Irifh duties ; after whicK 
he can chufe his opportunity of loading it aboard fmal! veffcls, and tnmf- 
mitting it to the coafts of Scotland and Wales ; the operation arid cflfeA of 
the whole is, that the amount of the Irifh duties, upon the cniantity of teas 
thus fmuggled into Great Britain, is a defalcarion of Britim reveinue, in 
favour of the Irilh revenue, to the amount of the Irifli duties upon the 
quantity fo fmugglcd ; and a fraud upon the Britlfli revenue to the amount 
of the Britifti duties upon that quantity : and this is one of the many cir- 
cuml^nces which induce us moil ferioufly to obfcrve, that feveral incon- 
veniences and abufes exift in the trade and commerce of both Great Britain 
and Ireland, which reciprocally call upon both kingdoms for the earlieft 
and moll complete explanation and fettlement. 

Your Committee mentioned, in a former part of this Report, the nian- 
«er in which the tea which has been fraudulently imported is brought from 
the fea fide, by armed bodies of men, to this metropolis and its * neigb- 
bourhood ; but, as a confiderable quantity is alfo moved by the falladoo! 
ufe of permits, it is proper to take fome notice of that evil, .which fccmi 
to require a fpeedy redrefs. — Many of thofe permits are forged and counter- 
feit ; others are fraudulently obtained by th^ retail traders, who conceal the 
vend of their teas, aiid require permits for the removal of what has in h& 
been, or will be, fold by' retail, though it appears upon the book to be ifill 
credited as flock in hand : the permits thus obtained are fent to the illidt 
dealer, without any tea, and he immediately has credit with the Revenue 
officers for the quantity named: by thefe means, which are equally prac-' 
tifed in regard to fpirits, the goods clandeftinely landed are introduced iiito 
the ftocks of dealers in tea and fpirits, who have made entry upon thff 
coaft of places convenient for this traffic. The fpirits thus introduced into 
dealers ftocks, are forwarded by regular permits to the metropolis ; and the 
tea, which cannot legally be brought into London, even with permits, H 
carried into obfcure places, jufl without the limits of the bills of mortalitj^ 
(which places are entered for the purpofe) and from thence it is after- 
wards conveyed into the metropolis, either in packages under fix poiincbf 
or by means which elude all probability of deteoion. As an inftance of the 
extent of this fraud, it may deferve remark, that upon an examination of 
the £xcife Officers books, the quantity of foreign fpiritd and tea permitted. 
to the town of Deal, from the flocks of dealers in London and its neigb- 
bourhood, for a period of twelve weeks ending the 15th "of March ufi| 
amounted to 76,420 gallons of fpirits and 24,442 pounds weight of tea; 
although it is fufficiently obvious, that not one drop of thofe fpirits, not 
one ounce of the tea, actually went from London; and that the permit! 
were forwarded, without any good.^, to enable the traders to introduce into 
their flock a like quantity of fpirits and tea of the fame ipecies, frauda* 
lently or forcibly landed from the fmuggling cutters. 

This exten/ive abuie of permits, which, though introduced originally ^ 
the protection ot the revenue, now operates to its detriment, is not con* 
fined to Deal and to London ; for there is fcarce any port in the kiagdooif 
bowever remote, in which permits are not occafionally obtained^ to proicc& 
the introduction of goods clandeftinely imported. 

& 
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- . It is impaflible to efttmate with any prediion^ how far the revenue may 
haye fuftred by thefe various pra<^cesr The annual average quantity of 
each fort of tea, fold by the £aft India Company, for ten years, from Man^h 
£de X773» to September fale 1782, edEclufive of the private trade; was, 

Us. 
Bohea — — — , 3»075»307 
Congou -^ — — 523,272 
Souchong and Pekou 92,572 

Singlo — — — 1,832,474 
Hyfon -r- — — 218,839 

Total Ids. 5,742,464 

The quantity of tea fuppofed to be brought annually into Crreat Britain 
by the various methods of illicit importation, amounts, according to the 
euimate of the Commiffioners of Excife, to near feven millions of pounds : 
your Committee conceive that eflimate to be grounded on a conbi nation 
of the accounts received from the fcveral fubordinate revenue officers, 
who have very full information at the out ports, as to the number of fhips 
employed in the illicit trade, their freight, cargoes and voyages ; this ac-' 
count derives confirmation from a curious paper faid before your Com- 
mittee by the deputy accountant of the India Houfe, and which is annexed 
in AfOtnAiXj No. 7* It appears from that paper, that about 1 3 millions of 
pouMs weight of tea are brought by the foreign companies into Europe ; 
jf or which are computed, from the beft informations, to be the con- 
fumpdon of the Continent of Europe ; the remaining 7I muA be prefumcd 
to be introduced intp Great Britain and Ireland, and the dependencies of 
. Cxieat Britain. 

It is £uther to be remarked, that, exclufive of the illicit import of tea 
from the European markets, the quantity of fa6titiou8 tea which is annually 
manu&&iied from floe, liquorice, and aih-tree leaves, in different parts of 
£nslandy to be mixed with genuine teas, is computed at more than four 
mimons of pounds. 

if thefe feveral eftimates approach towards the truth, the annual lofs to 
the revenue, by the frauds committed in the article of tea alone, very coh- 
;fidenibl]r exceeds the net revenue derived from that article, and cannot be 
compum ^ left than one million flerling. 

' EzcluiGve of this lofs of revenue, your Committee muf^ again advert to the 
unfiivouiable balance in caftior bills of exchange, in return for the in^menfc 
impoiKdf tea; and to the life and vigour ^iven by fuch an import to the 
.whole {yiktm ik Tmuggling : the interefls, trade, and iliipping of the Engliih 
.£ad India Commany are alfo much narrowed by it ; and a large body of 
iiulors axe enmloyed in illicit trade, who might otherwife be occupied in an 
eztebfion o£xht trade to China. 

In this .Kfult of this part of our enquiry, it has been rcprefented to your 
Committee, by a refpeoable body of the fair dealers in the article of tea, 
.that their t^r^ muft be entirely ruined, unlefs forae plan can be dcvifed, 
Aich as ihali either remove all inducement to fmuggle tea into the kingdom, 
-or fuch as, leavine the inducement, fliall effectually counteract it. -— Your 
VolXIV; -^ Y -^ ■ Cojn. 

/ 
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Committee, leaving this important matter for the prefcnf to the ierinurcon' 
fideradon of the Houfe, will now proceed to other anicles of Icfi extcnti 
though well meriting the attention of Parliament. 

The tobatco duties are a very principul article of revenue • their amount, 
at different periods, may be colleded from the account in Appendix^ t<fo. ?, 

It is ftated to your Committee, by the Commiffioners of Cufloms in Scot- 
land, that the illicit importation of this article is fuppofed to have increafed ; 
the tobacco duties undoubtedly may be expc(^cd to futfer by means of the 
Irifh fmuggling boats : and if the duty paid m Ireland continues, as at 
prefent, to be confiderably lower than what is charged in England, the ope- 
ration will be iimilar to what has already been ftated with refpe^l to tea claA- 
deftinely imported front Ireland. — There arc feveral other circumftanccs re- 
fpedting this great obje^ of revenue, which in due time may meirit parliamen- 
tary attention ; but in the prefent ^unfettled ftate of this trade, whether con- 
fidered as in article of commerce or of revenue, your Committee have thought 
it mpft expedient topoll]X)pLe the difcuffion. 

WINES. 

The duties on this article form the principal branch of revenue, and arc 
confequently a principal obJe6t of fraud to the illicit traders. Your Com- 
mittee have annexed (in the Appendix, No. 9.) an account of the annual 
variation of duties upon wines ; and aJfo, an account of the- annual import! 
of wines into England, from Chriftmas 1769 to Chriftmas 1773, and from 
Chnftmas 1778 to Chriftmas 1782, with the duties paid thereon ; and alio, 
an accQunt of the annual exports of wines from England, for the like pe- 
riods, .wifh the drawbacks paid thereon ; and will onlv remark, that h 
many parts of the coaft of this kingdom, good and fubftantial wines may, 
without difficulty, bepurchafed at two thirds of the price paid by the regular 
confumer ; — and your Committee conceive this to be an objed well dc* 
ienring of the nioft ferious attention, when it is obfervcd that the cuftoms 
charged upoii port wines have, during the laft four years, produced, upon 
an average, 470,0001. a year : it may farther be remarked, that the quantity 
annually imported, with payment of duties, has, fince the additional duties 
tookpl^Qi decjreafed from 14^600 tons, to 12,300. Your Committee fhouU 
obfenre, before they difmifs this fubjed, that there appears to prevail at prefent, 
in the Northern parts of England, a great introdu6tion of wines in bottki 
from the borders of S<^otland, — The a2t of the laft feffion, chap. 76, which 
was meant -to prevent the fraudulent conveyance of wine from pla^e ta place, 
happens to be confined in its expreffions to the removal: of wine in hogfheadi 
orcaflcs, ' ' 

With regard to fbreign (pints, your Committee mention the information 
of the Englifti Commiffioners of Excife, that upwards of 1 3 millions rf 
gallons of brandy, and other fpirits, have been unuggled into the kingdom 
within tJie laft three years ; and, though the duties/ upon brandy are, by the 
laws of the kingdom, nine ihiilings per gallon, it is now very generally fold 
upon the coaft, by the fmug^lers, at three (hillings per gallon. — Exclufivc 
of the injury refulting from this article to the revenue, the great check which 
it gives both to our Weft India trade, and to the Britifh diftilleries, is fuf- 
ixciently obvious. Your Committee have annexed (in their Appendix, No. 10.)' 
accounts of the auuual import! mi export 9i £;>reigit fpirits for di&rent periodi ' 
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imd alfo an Account of the axmual imports and exports of rum for the like 
perickls... "^ . . . * 

Your\Committce will not purfue the inferior articles of illicit import ; but 
will now proceed to i^ate, from the information which has principally been 
obtained from the Englilh Commiflioners of Excifc, fevcnil matters refpwfting 
frauds in the internal duties. 

BREWERY. 

The illicit practices uied by fuch brewers as are difpofed to defraud the 
revenue, confiu, 

Firft, in conveying, by cotice^led pipes and other mcanSf^a part of the worts, 
before the Excil'e officer has taken an account thereof, 'and previous to that 
flagc of the operation when the law obliges the brewer to declare Jo the 
officer the quantity and quality of the intended brewing. 

Secondly, by mjJcing the beer which he has declared to be (Irong, of an ex* 
tfaordiiuiry ftrength, in order afterwards to mix fmall beer with it, after which 
the whole mixture is fold as ftrong beer. The penalties to Which thefe fraudt 
-are liable by iaw^ have not proved cffeftual, and the revenue is reprefented 
to be greatly injured by them. 

There are alfo feveral mferior frauds in this great branch of the revenue^ 
which the Commiffioncrs of Excife are endeavouring to corred;^ 

DISTILLERY. 

The principal frauds in this article coMfift^ 

Krf^ in' miHUing of Spirits, by oblirure and indigent perlbns ia places 
of conoealment. 

Secondly, in the pra(5Hccs ufed, by diftillers and rc(5Hficrs of Q>irits for 
home coniumption, to increafe the quantity, without paying duty for fuch 
incveaie. 

Thirdly, in the clandcftine removal of fpirits made for cxjjortation, either 
^-from the export warehoufc, or in an eariy ftage of the operation, before it ic 
locked tip.^ 

The QUties upon Britifh fpirits for home confumptioii are at'prcfent charged 
upon the' waih, being the materials, when in a ftate of fermentatioti, from 
which the fpirits are extracted ; and the laiv has fixed a ftandard for that 
chargei upon a fuppofitioM that a given quantity of wa(h will produce a 
given quantity of low wines and proof fpirits. — It is apprehended, however, 
that the calculation adopted is much below the adual produce of the dif- 
Xillery ; but the ftandard being thus fixed, all check upon fraud, by a gauge 
of the ipirits extracted, is taken away ; and this has alfo encouraged the 
fraudulent diiUller to ii^troduce.clandeilincly large additional quantities of 
waflu- 

Spirits made for exportation are exempt from duty; but the diftiller is required 
to produce a given quantity of fpirits from a given quantity of wafh* and an 
officer attends to fee the whole procefs ; it has however been found, in many 
inftances, that means are ufcd, by concealed pipes, both to fupply additional 
,wafh, and to carry ofl'thc extra produce of fpirits. 

TTie numerous regulationsprovided by the laws againft thefe various abufeS| 
are reprefented as flill infufiicient ; and tho branch of the revenue is faid to 
the defrauded, in many parts of this kingdom, to a great amount. 

2 J 
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The fpirits fraudulently made bv the clandcftine diftiUers, both in the 
country and in the metropolis, are Drought into confumption b^ a fraud of 
another kind. The laws allow the re^Sfiers to reduce the fpnts, by fuch 
mixture of water as may accommodate them to the orders ctf their cuflomen j 
by means of this indulgence, and under pretence of rectifying fpirits fo reduced^ 
the w^er is afterwards feparated, and the deficiency made u]p by introducinr 
Ijpirits which have been fraudulently' obtained. But as there is no legal fixed 
itandard of ftrength, in reference to the duty, there is no power to take 
cognizance of the alteration produced ; and confequently the re£tifier lias a 
right, after redtification, to have credit in his ftock for the fame number rf 
gallons of fpirits as were put into the ftill, although, by this operation, it 
may hare been reduced two thirds in quantity, and increafed as much in 
quality- 

Your Committee have annexed (in their Appendix, No. 1 1.) an account of 
|Iie quantities of low wines and Britifh fpirits charged with duty fpr the y^rs . 
ending jth July 1773, ^774» ^775» compared .with 1780, 1781^ 1782; 
fliewing the amount of the additional duty in the laft period^ and diftii>gui(h<» 
ing each duty. 

The revenue, in this branch, is alfo faid to fuffer materiailly by the im* 
portation of Britifh fpirits from Scotland. Spirits made in Scotland, for the 
confumption of that part of the kingdom, are charged with a lefs duty.thgn 
when made in England ; but the abatement of the duty is directed to be brought 
to account, and charged, if they are»fent into England: the law, • however, 
bearing no reference to the ftrcngth of the fpirits, what is thus brought into 
Engla{id:is much above hydrometer proof, and the duty upqn the over-proof 
is coniequently loft. rr- Your. Committee have reafon alio to believe, that the 
quantity of fpirits, annually imported into Scotland exceeds the Whoje quantity 
which 'has paid duty ; and the Scotch diftillerics have a. farther advantage'in 
working from malt, which pays only half the duty impofei Upon malt nude 
in England, 

MALT, 

The laws have very induftrioufly provided againfl the various frauds upon the 
revenue, which prevail in the malting bufinefs : it is neverthelcfs fuppofed^j 
tKat there are frequent illicit practices in the privately fteeping of 'grain iii 
unentered places ; in the fraudulent conveyance of malt, when thus .privately 
prepared: and in the preffing of ;the grain in the ciflerns and frames, fb as ^ 
deceive the gaucjing officer. The opportunities of committing thefefraudSf 
cfpecially in villages and obfcure places, are fuCh as ^o ^fcape ^he u^moft 
vigilangc t>f the officers. 

CANDLES, 

This is a very confiderable branch of revenue, and fubje!£t to great frauds, 
being a manufadture capable of being condu6^ed fo as to efcape obiervation, 
•r— TRie whole making of candles may be perft<3ed, even by the entered 
dealers, in the fpace of one night ; at which feafon the officers have by law 
no right of admittance without a peace officer. — Among the various modes 
of fraud,. it is faid to be not unulual to give notice, as required by laW, tq 
make a certain -number of cj^dles : the illicit trader then makes half the 
pumber qf candles, ..and keeps the qtlicr. cottons on the toi&i if the officer 

fliould 
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QiQuld not come, the manufadhirer carries off the half, and Xpreads more 
cottons ; but if the officer comes, a notice having- been given, the opemtion 
Ls to be Gonfidered as in' its regular procefs, and the manufaidturer proceeds 
to compleat the prc^fed quantity. 

T^e indulgence which iuthorizes j>rivate perfbns ^to compound for this duty, 
18 alfo faid to be much abufed, particularly in Wales, ^hete large quantities 
are fraudulently made and difpofedof by compounders, to:be ufcd in. collieries^ 
and other exteaiive works. 

The mddng cf wax candles is xcprofented to your Committee to have^&lleii 
fo.i|iacfa into the hands of clandeiline manufa£hirers, as to endanger the lois of 
the whole duty, amd to make it extremely difficult for the bom;fi manufiiM^turer 
to RUiintaiii -his b ufincfs« 

S o a' p. 

The extent and importance of this branch of revenue will' appear from 
the account of the quantities of Ibap charged with duty for the years 1773, 
1^74, andi775, com^xired with 1781, 1782, and 1783 ; ihcwing the amount 
or the additional duties in the lail period,- and diilingutihing each duty : — 
which account is hereunto annexed (No. 12.) ■ 

•No duty is chargeable upon this commodity till it has been perfected In 
the coppers and run into the frames in which it is cooled and cut for fale. 
The law provides ftrift regulations for fccuring the covers and furnace doors 
of the coppers ; but they are fo eafily evaded in the ablence of the officer, 
that .|rreat <|uai^tities ' of foap are fqppofed to^efcape the payment of duty ; 
more efpacillly in the night when the officer can have no admittance. without 
the affiuance of ^ peace ^ccr. 

It is farther. reprefented to your Committee, that an allowance being made, 
of ten per cent, for a fuppofed wafle in the fcrapings and cuttings, when 
the foap is taken from the frames, it is turned intp a great abufe ; very con- 
fiderable quantities of foap fcraps, as they are called, lx:ing thus collected 
and fold, at a !%w price, for the ufe of the different .manufacturers, for 
which in fedt no duty has been paid. This pperatcs peculiarly in favour of 
the wolkn manufacturer : All the duties on twelve pounds of foap amount 
to 28. 3d. of which the woollen manufadurer is permitted to draw back is. 
yd. and this drawback Is given on .proof or affirmation of the quantity of 
foap uiy, and without requiring any proof. that fuch foap has bftujally 
paid diitf • The confequence is, not pnly tjiat foap is fold, to a great amount, 
that never paid duty, bpt that a drawback of duty is given oh that very 
foap. 

P A P E R. 

The . revenue refultiiig from this article has been confiderably improved 
by a. late aft of Parliament ; yet feveral inftanccs, in ijcfiance of that ac^ "have 
already occurred, both in counterfeiting the ftamp directed to be put upon 
the cover or outlrdc wrapper, and in ufing the fame? cover a fecond time. The 
duties on. painted or.flaincd paper, .are faid to be well fecurcd ; cxecepting 
only) that, along credit being given by law, fome indigent perfons have made 
enf rv as paper Ibiners, and, having perfefted and fold a conftderable quantity 
Of'tnut article^ have- abfconded before the duty became payable. 

PRINTEJ? 
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PRINTED SILKS, CALLICOES, and LINENS. 

Severe penalties arc provided by law, to prevent the forging of the Exciiii 
i^amp upon which the fccurity of this duty depends ; but abufes appear, fifom 
Itte mforrtiation, to be prevailing in thefe articles^ to the great detriment of 
tke revenue, CWiicers have been fent from the Excife into the manufadloring 
bounties, for the purpofe of enquiring into thefe frauds ; and it appeaif 
from 'their reports, that fomc of the manufadurera conceal their goods ia 
tmeiAered places 5 others mix them with goods already ftamped ; and othen, 
to deceive the officer, imitate his progreffive marks, called the Frame Marks, 
The linens and callicoes, which thus evade the duty, arrive at lad into the 
hands of .linen-drapers and others, either without any (lamp or writh a coun- 
terfeit one. • 

LICENCES TO RETAIL SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS. 

. The laws whfch inflict penalties on perfbns who retail fpirituous liquora with* 
out licence, are greatly evaded, more efpecially, and tor pbvious reafpns, Vk 
^le maritime cQunties : this arifes from a popular prejudice which prevail \ 
again ft informers, in matters of revenue. —>• An obfervation - whicl> 9pp]a» 
equally to the dealers in tea, and other articles in which the regulation of 
licencts is adopted. I 

C O A C H E S, ^r. ' 

The omifiion of entering carriages is particularly reprefentcd to your 
Committee in the inftance of ftage coaches, and other carriages for hire. Thi» 
bu.linefs is ufually carried on by perfons in partnetfliip, refiding in different 
awidiftant places. The number ot carriages requilitc, are known to be very 
<onfiderable ; but, as they are continually pafSng upon the roads^ atid not / 
more rtian one ch- two ai-e fcen together at the fame place, and are nearly I 
alike ki colour and every other mark, the entry of one or two in h^ coven 
^11 that belong to one company. The duty on poft chaifc* is much evaded 
by.the fame means,. It is alfo notorious, that great numbers of private perfosi 
omitfthe entry of their carriages. 

SERVANTS. 

The grofs and evident difregard of the laws refpcfting this hranchi of «• 
▼cnue will fufficiently appear by remarking, that its neat produce in the year 
ending at Michaelmas 1783, was Icfs than 47,0001. and confiderably below 
its produce in former years. 

Your Committee, conceiving it to be the intention of the Houfe, that they 
Ihould apply their firii attention to the illicit pijaftices ufed in defrauding the 
great and principal articled of revenue, will not eater farther into a detail of 
iftore. minute circumftances which have been reprcfented to them ; but the 
report which they have received from the Commiflioners of the Salt Oflko 
feem to merit fome attention. 

The neat revenue refulting from the fait duties was, in the year endhig at 
Michaelmas 1782, 381,8991.; and in the year ending at Michaelmas 1783, 
only 2(51,9941. though a new additional duty had taken place, to the sunouni 
of 42^4.191. 1 6s. 6|d. 
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By an a6l made in the fifth yc3x of Queen Anne, and by an a6k of th* 
twentieth year of his prcfent Maiefty, the exporters of fait to Ireland and the 
Iflc of Man, upon producing luch a certificate as is by thofe laws reauired, 
from the Colleaor and proper officers of the port or place, in Ireland, and 
the Ifle of Man, of the quantity of white fah or rock fait the rclanded, arc 

* entitled to an allowance of four bulhels for every fi^rty bushels of white ialt, 
and two bulhels fbr every forty bulhels of rock fait, put on board in England, 
in order to be exported to Ireland or the Illc of Man, in confideration of the 
ordinary waflc in the carriage thereof ; which allowance, being confiderably 
more than the real wafte amounts to, has been the occafion of many frauds, 
to die prcjujcUcc of this revenue, by clandeflinely rc-landing great part thereof 
.on the cow of England and Wales, in its pauage to Ireland. 

There -are great fums of money drawn back out of the duties on fiilt in 
England, by £bentures for fak exported from thence to Ireland ; which fait ' 
is mipped off again from Ireland, and fraudulently brought into England and 
Wales, as well as great auantities of fait of the produce or manufadture of 
Ireland, in fmall boats ana in bags, taken in under the Irilh ad of Parliament 
fo the fifth year of his prefent Majejfty's reign, chap, i6, fed. 37, upon pretence 
of its bang to be made ufe of in the curing of fim at lea, or in feme harbour, 
port, or creek in Ireland to the very great injury of the revenue in England, 
and of the £ur trader ; as fait which has paid the duty will not fell in places 
that are fupplied with fait thus clandeflinely brought in ; and this is an evil 
that every year increafes, notwithfbnding all the care and vigilance of the 
ofiken to prevent it. 

Salt made in Scotland is frequently found in pofleffion of perfons who live 
near the Wder$ of that part of the kingdom ; and, if difcovercd by the 
officers of the lalt duties, the perfons in whofe cuftody or polfeirion the fame 
is found, pretend that the fame doth not belong to them ; fo that the penal- 
ties laid by the ad of Union on the perfons who brought the fame out of Soot- 
lanid by land, cannot be inflided on them. 

Sj|f an admade in the eighth year of his prefent Majcfty*s reign, chap. 25, 
foul lalt Is pcrnaitted to be delivered from the works, upon paying a duty oif 
four pence per bulhel, to be ufed for the purpofes of manure only, under the 
penaltv of fixty pounds ; notwithfbnding which, it was found that great 
quantities, that had been purchafed under pretence of being ufed for manure, 
had been ufed by foapboilers and other manufadurers, who otherwifc mufl 
have ufed elean ult, by which the revenue had greatly fuffered ; and there* 
fore, by an ad made in the 2 zd year of his prcfent Majeily, chap. 39, recitinsf, 

^ that, notwithftanding the reflridon in the laid ad, abufes had been committea ; 
it was enadied, that foul fait, before it Ihould be delivered from the works, 
fhould be mixed with common chimney coal foot, in the proportion of two 
bulhels to one hundred bulhels of fuch fait, under a penalty on fuch perfon 
or peribns as Ihould prefume to remove or carry away fuch foul fait, without 
having been fp mixed with foot ; but great quantities of foul fait, though mixed 
be^re delivered from the works, IKll continue to be ufed by foapboilers an4 
others, to die very great prejudice of the revenue and fair trader. 

The Commiilioners of the fait duties farther report, that they have almod 
weekly accounts, particularly from Wales, of officers feizing fmall quantities 
of lalt brought from Ireland in bags, and fometimes of the feizure of the vefieU 
biiogl^g fuch Cuit* In the former inftans^, the officers are ufuully direde^ 
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to proceed to concfcrhnatioh of the fait, before the juftice of the peace in tie 
country, as well a« for the horfes, carts, and carriages, made ufc of m coo* ■ 
vcying the fame ; and in the latter cafe they gencrany proceed in the £xch^ 
quer, as alfo inhere the duamity of fait happens to be large ; the moietvof all 
which feizuret are regulany accounted for to His Majefty by the feveral collec- 
tors. The Cominiffioncrs knov/ of no fraudulent manufaaurc of fait withiB 
England. ^ . ^ 

The great difference betwfeen the payments into the Exchequer, in the ycatt 
ending September I78f2,'ahd September 1783, was owin^ to the Bill for byiig 
an additional duty upon fait being fo long depending in the Houfe of Coni- 
mons, and not taking place till the 2 2d June 1782 ; of which the traders la 
ialt took the advantage, and laid in very great Hocks; the dutywhereof, in die 
quarter ending the 5th July, amounted to 135,000!. and upwards j a fum 
exceeding, by, 6o,oool. more than might be expelled to arife m that quarter, 
befides aconndcrable increafe in the preceding and fucceeding quarters ; which 
fuih being taken from the total of that year, and added to the following year, 
will make a difference of 120,000!. 

Yotrr Committee have annexed an account of the feveral duties and chaigei, 
jQT dedu6tions, now affecting every fpccics of fait ; fpecifying the dates, parti- 
culars, and totals, of the feveral duties affcding each fpecies refpe^tively ; anl 
.Silfb totals of the neat produce of the feveral duties, from Michaelmas 1782 to 
Michaelmas 1783 ; which are in the Appendix, No. 13. 

The Commiffioners of the flamp duties report to your Committee, tlwt, 
with refpedl to the general flamp duties, they know not of any fraud or illicit 
practices therein, except in the. articles of newfpapers, almanacks, and export 
cards ; in al) which the revenue is much injured ; as to the two firfl:, by thdr 
being printed without flamps, and difperfed through the kingdom in that ftate; 
and the latter by being re-landed after bond has been given for their due^ ex- 
portation, duty-free. 

That the poft horfe, &c. duties are alfo greatly evaded by vartous frauds and 
devices,, owing to the want of proper checks and regulations upoQ the-poft' 
ihafters, and other perfons concerned therein. 

That the a6t of laft feffion, granting a duty on certain medicines, and the 
venders thereof, though in fohic refpedts incomplete, merits attention, as ail 
object of revenue that may admit of much exteniion and improvement. 

Your Committefe fubjoin in the papers hereunto annexed, (in Appendiir, 
NoC 14.^ the grofs and neat produce ot the duties under the care of the Cora* 
miflioners of the ftamp duties, for one year, made up to the ifl day of Auguft 
1783; and alfo, the particular amount of fuch of the faid duties, the know- 
ledge of which the Commiffioners thought would be moft conducive to tfcc 
objedpropofed to your Committee in their inquiry. 

It was the wifli of this Committee to have included in this report, fuch in* 
formation as may be colledted from the Commiffioners of the Excife of North 
Britdn, but we have not yet received the report of that Board, purfuant 
to our requilition. 

Your Committee have had it alfo in their contemplation, to inquire into 
frauds pra6tifed in the great abufe of drawbacks and bounties, and into many 
of the inferior practices ufed in defraudinjg; the cu{l^oms ; but they refcrve all 
.thefe, and other matters, to be flated as a fupplement to this report ; — ih 
the mean time they have ufed every means in their power to colled ihforma- 

tioDi 
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tiph, And to form opinions upon means of prevention. This part of their talk, 
however, is not only exteniivc, but difikrult in an extreme degree : they have 
made (bme progrefs in it ; and, when it is confidered that their appointment 
took place only on the 27th of November, they truft that the jufticc of the 
^Houie ynW not be diilatisncd with their indufliy and earneflncfs in the difchargs 
of the duty committed to them. Your Committee muft have re<iourfc alfo to 
the candour of the Houle ; and if, in the rapid purfuit of fo.extcnfivc an en- 
quiry, they (hould have fallen into errors and inaccuracies, they muft be per- 
mitted to plead their defire to bring the general refult of this part of their in- 
quiry into the earliefl coniideration. 

For the Farther information of the Houfe, your Committee have fubjoined, 

A© account of the amount of the grofs and neat produce of Excife on tea, 
brtmdy, rum, and other principal articles, for a period of three years, from 
5th July 1772, to 5th July 1775, compared with a like account for a period of 
three years, from 5th July 1779, to ^th July 1782; diftinguilhing each 
article, and the amount, in Appendix No. 1 5 : and alfo. 

An account of the quantities of tea, rum, and Britifti {pints,, exported for 
the like periods in Appendix No. t6 : and alfo, 

' A ccomparative acount of the grofs amount of the duties of excife for the 
yean 1772, 1773, 1774, 1775, 1776, and the years 1779, 1780, 1781, 
1782, and 1783 ; dinftinguifliing each duty, and the drawbacks for exports on 
each, in Appendix No. 17: and alfo. 

An account of the annual imports and exports into and from Scotland, of 
tea, runi, foreign fpirits, wine, tobacco, piece goods, India goods and other 
principal articles, from 1769 to 1773, and from 1778 to 1782, inclufivc; and 
the total duties of each or the faid articles, and thb drawbacks allowed thereon, 
with the variations in the faid duties, from 1769 to the prefent time, in Appendix 
No. 18: and alfo, 

An account of the ftatement of the feveral duties of Cuftoms now affecting 
any article, the annual produce of which is not Icfs than ten thoufand pounds ; 
ipedfying the particulars and totals of the feveral duties upon each article re« 
ipeftively, in Appendix No. 19: and alfo, 

An account ot all the variations of duties fpecificd upon the feveral articles 
within mentioned, from Chriflmas 1769, to Chriflmas 17^2, in Appendix 
No. 10 :' and alfo, 

An account of the annual imports of cambricks, coffee, and fugar, into 
Eneland, frijm 1769 to 1773, and trom 1778 to 1782, inclufive, with the duties 
paid thereon, in Appendix No. 21 : and alfo, 

An account of tjie annual exports of ditto, for the fame periods, in Ap- 
pendix No. 22 : and alfo. 

An account of the annual grofs produce of the duties arifing upon Eaft- 
India ^Qods imported into Ensrland, from 1769 to 1773, and from 1778 to 
1782, mcluiive, in Appendix No. 23. 

Upon the whole refult of this part of their inquir}% your Cor.imittee, 

meaning to proceed without delay to the other matters referred to 

them, and referving all obfervation thereon to a fubfequent report^ 

have unanimoufly formed the following refolution, viz. 

Refolved, 'that it appears to this Committee, that the illicit pradices ufed 

in defrauding the revenue* have incrcafed in a mod alarming degree : that thofc 

Vol. XIV. Z ^raaicct 
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prsi£iices arc c^rrierd on upon the coafts, and in other parts of the kin^donif 
with ariolcncc, and with outrages, which not only threaten the deftru<5tion(rf 
the revenue, but are highly injurious to regular commerce and fair trade, very 
pernicious to the manners and morals of the people, and an interruption w ' 
aii good government : that the more fecret illicit pnidices in the internal exdfe 
'of this kingdomiiave aUb greatly increafed : that the public revenue is defraud- 
ed, to an extent of not lefs than two millions per annum — and, that thcfc 
enormities and great national lofieg well deferve the eariieil and moil ierious 
attcation of Parliament. 



The following is a Lift ot the Committee appointed by Ballot to inquire into 
the illicit Practices and Frauds in the Revenue, November 25th, 1783. 



Right Hon. William Eden 
U^illiam Hufley, Efq. 
Nath. Ncwnham> E(q. 
Henry Beaufoy, Eiq. 
George Daubcny, Elq. 
W. Henry Hartley, ECq^ 
Hans Sloane, Efq. 
Giorgc Dempftcr, Efq. 



Lord Sheffield 
Richard Jackfon Efq. 
William Baker, Efq, 
Charles Brett, Efq. 
Sir Thomas^ Dundas 
Abraham Rawlinfon, Efq. 
Hc»ry ThonjtOD, Efq. 
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A R D E N, Deputy Infpeftor of Profecutions. 
. RICHARDSON, Dep^ity Regifter of Seizures. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Ahnual Impbrts and Exports of Rum, Into and from 
England, from Chriftmas 1769 to Chriftmas 1773, and from Chriftmas itj^ 
to Chriftmas 1782 inclufivc j with the Duties and Drawbacks paid thereon. 





IMPORTED. 


EXPORTED. 




" 


Duty of the 




Drawback 




Quantities, 


Cuftoms. 


Quantities. 


of the 
Ciiflom Duty. 




Gallons. 


£. y. ./. 


Gallons. 


£. s. d. 


-1770 


263095 I 


52649 17 5 


1264809 


25308 14 2 


»77I 


261 1469 


52256 II 9 


1311130 


26235 13 8 


1772 


2086725 


41756 4 9 


543676 


16866 18 a 
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N. B. The grear Incrcafc in the Quantity of Rum exported in 1780 ap- 
pears to have been occafioncd by 482,633 Gallons taken out of W'archouic, 
as Stores, fuppolcd for the Navy and Army in America. 

The Export Trade for fome Years paft has been uncertain 5 fome Years 
tonfiderablc, and others inconfidciablc. 

JOHN T O M K Y N S, Affiftant Infpeaor General, 

Cuftom Houfc, London, 
Dec.vS, 17S3. 
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kIO T A L S of the neat Produce of the feveral Duties under 'Hts Mt-f 
. jelly's Commiifioners of the Salt Duties, from Michaelmas 17 8a to Mi'^ 
ichaelmas 1783. 



r« 1.' d, 

► 00 
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^nnicyic^ i759> and Duty 
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be groTs Produce tannot at prefent be afcertaiaed, many of the Accouits 
not being yet come to this Office. 



OLI. TILSON, 
JOHN HILLERSDON, 
,- E- BISSltOPP. 

It -Office^ Dec. lo^ i?'!* 

Examined, JOHN ELLIOTT. 



No. XIV. 

AMOUNT of the grofs and neat Produce of the Stamp Duties^ ft 
Auguft 1, 1782, to Augiift I, 1783, being the Period at which thei 
counts of this Office are annually made up. 
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Sump-Office. 



J. LLOYD, Pro. Comptroller. 



PA.,Ry IC y L ARS of the grofs Produce of the Stamp Duties for 
Year, from Aug. i, 1782, to Aug. i, 1783. 
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A. 1784. DEBATES. 175 



SECOND REPORT 

From the Cc>nr.mutee, appointed to inquire into the Ulictc 
Pradiccs now ufed in defrauding the Revenue 

( MA R C H I, 1784- ) 

^he Cowm'ittfe appciaieJ to Inquire into the illicit P radices now uftdin defremfinT 
the Rti'vcnue of this Kingdom^ and the mofi effeSlual Methods of pre'venting the 
fame ; and to report the fame^ ix^ith their Opinion thereupon^ to tfje Houfe ; 
— no^v proceed to Jiate fuch fartl^r informatious as have cccurred t§ them ia 
the Profeiutio/i of tJjeir latjuirics, 

WHEN the Firft Repoit of your Committee was' clofcd, the infor- 
•inatlons required from the Commiflioners of Excile of North Britain had 
not been received ; — : Thofe informations contain many circnmflances which 
ieetn to merit the attention of the Houfe ; but as they alfo defcribe many prac- 
tices precifely limilar to ivhat have already been reported refpet^ing the ilnglifh ' 
££ci&f your Committee will confine theinfelve* to the fele^lion, either of fuch 
particulars as may tend to elucidate what has already been ftated, or fuch as, 
by jnarking a peculiar coincidence and iimilarity of abufes in the two countries, 
may aflbrd a dccilive proof of the accuracy of the different accounts. 

The Comraiffioner* of Excife, after remarking that the forcible and piraticil 
praj^ices, »\'ith which thp illicit introdu^on pf foreign goods into Scotland 
16 now accompanied, did not prevail previous to the late war ; proceed to 
ibiie, . that goods arc now landed from an?ied velTels, and are either lodged in 
fiibterraneous repo(itorie.% or efcorted by armed parties of men and horfis into 
the interior parts of the kingdom j — that the price of thofe goods, which is often 
not more than one half of the legal duties charged upon the fair importation, 
is commonly paid to the mailer of the veflel, or fupracargo, in fpecie ; — that 
many of the failors employ ed againft the eneniiies of this country during the late 
war, are now engaged in thefe pernicious praftice^ ; — that the particular 
parts of the coaft. where this tra^c prevails, are betwixt the water of Orr, 
in the Stcwartry of Kirkcudbright, and the Cumbraes Ifles in the Firth of 
Clyde, on the well coaii ; and from St. Abb's Head to Tarbatnefs in Rofe- 
fiiire, on the eall fide of the ifland ; — that the fouth-weft coaft of Scotland, 
from the water of Orr to the Firth of Clyde, inclufive, is now, and for 
forae time paft has been, the great fcene of fmuggling, both at fea and on 
fliore ; — that the veiTels which bring their cargoes froni Flufhing, Oflcnd, 
Oottenburgh, and even from Copenhagen, arc incrcaling in number and fizc, 
(cxclufivc of fmallcr luggers and wherries, and of large row boats, fomc of 
theai of a aeur <:anftfii(£^n, 40 feet long, and rowing with 12 or 16 oars) 

whicb 



176 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784; 

which arc almoft conftantly employed in bringing over tea, fpirit^, tobacco, &€• 
from Redbay, and the north-eaft part of Ireland; and fome Manx boats which 
take in cargoes at fca, or bring them over in the night from the Iflc of IMbou 

That this trade upon the weft coafl.is carried on chiefly by companiis 
fyftcmatically cftahJirficd, and which appear to be as well known and openly 
avowed as the regular trading companies of the kingdom ; — that the fimiUr . 
practices which prevail upon the fouth-eaft coaft of Scotland, from St. Abb's 
Head to Tarbatnefs, are conducted rather by individuals, than by ailbciated 
partnerfliips ; — and that the goods.thus introduced upon the fouth-eaft coaft 
conlift chiefly of tea, brandy, geneva, rum, and wine, and are brought from 
Gottenbflrgh, Oftcnd, Flufhing, Dunkirk, &c. ; — that the Commiflionen 
of Excife have at prefent information of a fmuggling cutter defigned for thk 
part of the coaf!, mounting 40 carriage guns ; — that the chief part of the tea 
and foreign fpirits ufed upon the north-eaft coaft of Scotland, is fupplied isi 
like manner, notwithftanding the exertions of the revenue officers^ at fea and 
on ftiore ; and that conliderable quantities are introduced into the metropolis of 
Scotland, and other principal towns, either fccretly without permrts, or by 
means of permits that have been forged, or fraudulently obtained and appliedf; . 
and that the illicit introduction of foreign fpirits is become fo extenfive, as not 
only to afied the revenue, but to fink the produce of the home diftillery ani 
brewery : the confumption of Britifli-made fpirits, and of beer and ale, being 
much IcflTencd by the facility of obtaining foreign fmuggled fpirits. 

In ftating the inland fmuggling of tea and fpirits, the Scotch Commiffioneril 
particularly complain of the great abufe of permits, more efpecially by ii 
collufion between the dealers in London and in different parts of Scotland ; 
the fdrmer having a daily decreafe of ftock by retail, and being furvcycd 
only occafionally, and by different officers than thofe who grant permits, ap- 
ply for, and obtain, permits for large quantities of tea which has been fo cW- 
creafed ;— thofe permits are then forwarded, without the tea, and by the pofl^ 
to the Scotch dealers, who immediately take credit, in their refpeduve ftocki, 
for fuch a quantity of fmuggled tea as the permit defcribes, and then demand 
new permits for fending it in fmall quantities, at different times, to varioiA 
places in England, particularly to the Northern Counties. That a farther 
fraud arifes from the circumftances of condemned fpirits, tea, coffee, &c.' 
being publicly fold to the beft bidder ; it frequently happens, from the qu»« 
Hty and other circumftances, that thofe goods bear a price much below the 
duties, and yet they give to the purchafers a credit for the clandeftine intro- • 
du<Mon of fimilar commodities of a much higher price. 

It does not appear that the illicit pradices in the internal excife of Scotland 
are at prefent increafing ; that revenue, however, is fuffering much from the 
local fituation of fome of the diftilleries, which are fet up in different paits Qf 
the country, often upon eminences, furrounded with high walls and gates, and 
swherc the officers cannot have their refidence, the diftillers generally occupying, 
as farms, a large part of the adjoining grounds. 

It is fuggefted to your Committee, that, exclufive of thefe branches of 
pofitire ftatutcs, the duties on diftilleiy fuffer much from the mode in which 
they are charged, viz. not upon the a6tual number of gallons of low wines and 
-^irits difKlled, but according to a prefumptive calculation from the quantity 
'of wafh'in the cuftody of the diftiUer ; it being an undeniable fad, that in 
€ fequence of gpreat improvements rtiade in the arts of fermentation and 

diilillatioB, 
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• difBllation, the proportion of low wines and fpirits now produced from a given 
quantity of wafh, much exceeds the quantity formerlv produced ; the furplus 
quantity beyond the proportion allowed, is reputea and conlidered as feint* 
or after-runnings, on which no duty is chargeable, although it 15 well known 
rfiat the greater part of it is as good a fpirit, of the firft extra<^on, as what 
-had before come* from the ftill, — A farther prejudice to this branch of revenue 
arrifes from the liberty given by the A£l of 2 1 Geo. III. Cap. 55. Sc€t. jo. t6 
'rdealers and diftillers, to reduce their Britifh fpirits in llock with water, in the 
: fight of the proper officer, to as lo\v a quality as they pleafe ;* and thi* 
indulgence, joined to the extraordinary flrength which fome diftillers give to 
.their Britifh fpirits, has proved very detrimental to the revenue ; thepfficeri 
arc unable to check the refulting frauds, becaufe they have no-authority to 
afcertain the ftrength of Kritifh fpirits by the hydrometer, or otherwife, fo as 
to infert the ftrength thus afcertained in their accounts of ftock, and in permits | 
•nor can the officers, upon finding fpirits oj^ a different quality in ftock, or re- 
jnoving, feize the fame as forfeited, although it fhould be well known that 
they were not the fpirits of which an account had been taken, and duties there-^ 
on charged ; thus the diftillers have it in their power to reduce their ftock one" 
day, by large additions of water, and the next day to raife it to 4.0, 60, or even 
80, per cent, above proof, with impunity, provided the total quantity ii 
not increafed. In the fame manner, Britifh fpmts of a reduced quality, an^ 
fmall value, are fent out with permits, but there being no checic as to the 
identity, fpirits of the ftrongeft kind and higheft price are fubitituted, and, 
under the general permit, muft be received into fbck. 

An abufe of permits, nearly fimilar, prevails both in England and in Scot* 
land with regard to teas, and other articles. It is not unufual to purchafe teai 
of a low-priced quality, to take credit with the officer for a proportionable 
xjuantity of ftock, to difpofc of thofe teas by retail, or otherwile, without 
accounting for the fame to the officer, and" then to demand a permit for the 
removal of a proportionable quantity, which is applied to cover the removal 
of high-priced teas clandeftinely introduced. The fame fraudulent idea is 
extended fometimes to condemned teas of the lowcff value, which are coUu- 
fively feized ; upon the fale of the feizure, they are purchafed at' a very low 
price, and give the purchafer a credit for introducing into his ftock tea of the 
beft quality, that has paid no duty. ■ ^ ^ ♦ * 

It IS ferther fuggefted to your Committee, that in the remote iflands, and 
highland counties of Scotland, great quantities of fpirits are clandcfBnely dif- 
rilled, in fmall fHlls ; which cannot be effcrtually prevented, unlcfs the ufe of 
fmall clandefline {tills were totally aboliftied, and public entered diftilleries 
ere<E^ed in convenient places for the inhabitants, and fuited to the peculiar cir- 
cumflances of thofe mountainous and thinly-peopled counries. 

In the courfe of thefe informations, the attention of your Committee ha5 
been drawn. to an exemption from duties, claimed and enjoyed by Mr. Forbes^ 
of Cullodcn, for all fpirits diftilled from grain of the growth of his lands of^ 
Ferrintofh, in the county of Invemefs : This fmgular claim is^ for. obvious 
xeafons, becoming every year more extenfively pernicious in its operations ; 
and your Committee have thought proper to fubjoin, in their Appendix, 
No. I, a partienlar fbtement of the circumftanccs connected with it: -—And 
will only remark, that under this claim of exemption, above 100,000 gallons 
of fpirits were diftilled, and circulated through Scotland,, in the year pri. 
;, Vol XIV, *Aa cceding 
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ceding the 5th of July 1782, on pavment of a compofition amountin|^ to litde 
more than 70K ; and that the legal duties chargeable upon that quantity would 
have amounted to above 20,oooK Your Committee conceive, that this bft 
alone will fuihciently evince the expediency of either afcertaining the nature 
and legality of Mr. Forbes^s exemption, and correding the abu^s of it; or 
of giving a reafonable compenfation to the claimant, in order to the abolidoi 
of his claim. 

Your Committee have fubjoined to the fame Appendix, an extraft 6t the 
Aatement delivered by a member of this Houfc, relative to the privilege of 
Ferrintoih, on behalt of the claimant* 

The evafions in the dillillery not only affed that branch of revenue coI« 
lefted in Scotland, but extend their operations to the prejudice of the £ngliih 
revenue : The method of clfirging the diftilleiy duties by a prefumptive pn> 
portion of produce from the wafh, without regard to the Itrength or ojrcr* 
proof of the. fpints, is the fame in Scotland as in England ; and as the diJF- 
ference of duty betwixt malt fpirits made in Scotland, and in England, ii 
charged and paid for upon all fuch fpirits when feilt with permit into England, 
if does not appear that the Scotch difliller can have anv advantage over the 
Englifh, with reft)e6t to duty, except, perhaps, by adding to the over-proof 
ilrength of the fpirits ; and except, aUo, that when he ufes malt made in 
Scotland, he pays only half the duty that is paid on malt made in England. 
It i«, however, an undoubted fa6t, that in the three years preceding the jth of 
July 1783, there were fent from Scotland, by permit, into England, 457,615 
gallons of Britifli malt fpirits ; the original, or Scots duties, charged apd paid 
thereon, .-amounted to 34,65 3U 19s* 23-d.; beiides which, there were charged 
the additional duty of 11 fd. f per gallon, with ten and fifteen per cent, 
thereon, amounting to 24,659!. is, 8d. in confequcnce of their being fent 
into England. The whole quantity of corn fpirits, legally difUlled, and that 
jjaid duty, in Scotland, in thefe three years (exclulive of 790,880 gallon^ dii^ 
tilled in Ferrintofh) was 676,408 gallons, and the tqtJ^l duty ther^n, five per 
cents, included, amountca to 1.23,779!, os. 9id, 

Your Committee find, that the tax oi\ goods and cftatos fold by au£H(Mi in 
Scotland, has been left productive than the Commillioners qf Excife appr&i 
hended it would have been : This deficiency arifes partly from the various 
exemptions contained in the a6ls, under one or other of which 4 l^rge prppor<r 
tion of fajes are conitrued to fall ; but it is more efpecially p^cafioned by a 
doubt, arifing from the words made ufc of in the law, whether j^ licenfed 
auctioneer is neceflary for the fale of articles on whiqh no duty is chargeable ; 
and which having been almoil univerfally deterniined in the negative, ^ very 
material check has been loft againft many evaiiong of this duty, notwithft^d^ng 
the beft endeavours of the officers to fccure and increafe its produce* 

Your Committee alfo find, that the duties arifing from male fervants io 
Sdotland have been left productive than was expeCted : This is occafioned not 
-only by its being, in ibme meafure, a voluntary tax, ai>d by the difficulty of 
difcovering and conviCtlpg thofe who evade it ; but very much by rcafon of 
the number of doubtful cafes which have occurred, relarivc to foldiers, failors, 
and apprentice?, aCting as fervants, and particularly relative to gardeners, on 
account of the general claufe of exemption in their favour, if day labourers ; 
under which lalt defcription, a great many perfouj hired and paid by the day, 
week) or momb| have claimed to be e^cempted* 

It 
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It b ferthcr ftatcd to your Committee, that the aft 19 Gco# III. cap. 6g,* 
fcaidng declared veiTels to be forfeited only when under 200 tons, and found 
hovenng within the prohibited diftance from the coafts of this kingdonl ; it 
is underftood that fmuggling vefl'els cannot be fei?:ed and condemned on the 
Hovering Ads, if above 200 tons, which maijy of fuch reflels now are« 
"Iliere is a claufe, too, in the fame aft, which authorizes the breaking up of 
ij^fTels under 100 tons, if feized, for importation ; and Under 50 tons for 
boverinjl^ : under this difUnftion, Ihips of larger fize, though forfeited, are 
given out to the claimants, on fecurity to anfwer the appraifed value ; and 
frequently, returned to the immediate pofleffion of the fmugglers, who are 
thereby enabled to continue their illicit praftices in the fame vefiels, with little 
interruption. The obvious remedies for thefe different inconveniences mil be 
. rcferved by your Committee for their fubfequcnt Report. 
• And here it may not be immatenal to mention another dcfcft in the laws, 
which has contnbuted much to the prefent formidable mode of fmuggling : 
perfons guilty of obflrufting, wounding, or fhooting at Officers of Cuftdms 
or Excile, within the limits of a port, are fubjeft to tranfportation by the 
aft 9th Geo. IL and to death by the 19th Geo. II.— But ho puniihment is yet 
inflifted by any ftatute, on perfons guilty of oppoling and hindering, with 
violence, iuch officers from feizing goods liable to forfeiture, on board of 
veilels hovering within two leagues of the ihore, or at any greater diflance. 

It is farther reprefcnted to your Committee, That the fmuggling praftices, 
in. different parts of the kingdom, are rather encouraeed, than effeftually 
punilhcd, by the too fa%'ourable judgements of juflices of the peace : the pe- 
nalties of treble value, for unfhipping, receiving, or harbouring run goods, ' 
as well as for other purpofes, being too often mitigated to trifling and incon- 
fiderable fums. 

The Scotch Commiffioners of Excife are of opinion, That the fmugglers are 
induced to enter ill-founded litigious claims, and confequently to diurouragc 
the officers of the revenue from the vigorous difcharge of their duty, by the 
fmallncfs of the fum in which defendants are by law obliged to find fecurityj 
to anfwer the cods occafioned by the claims : — That fum, by thft 3d of 
his prefent Majelly, was extended to 60I, ; but the expences attending mere 
Vexatious claims have, in fome infbnccs, amounted to foine hundred pounds. 

In the courfe of our enquiries into the abufe of permits, it appeared to your 
Committee, that daring a late period of three years, there were removed by 
pci-mits, from one pliice in the country to London, moi-e than three times the 
quantity of Britilh fpirits thirt paid any legal duty. In one year this proportion 
was- much greater, the quantity which Iwd paid duty being only 3,000 tons, 
suid the quantity moved by permit being, according to information given to 
your Committee, 10,000 tuns. 

By the aft of ilt James L cap. 22, confirmed by aft 9 Anne, cap. ir, 
curriers are prohibited from exercifmg, at the ^ame time,, the trade of tan- 
ners ; this law, however, is not underftood to extend to Scotlandji and the 
defeft has: often been found prejudicial to the duty upon hides, in that part of 
the- united kingdom. 

Many of the diftant iflands and places in the Northern and Weflern p^t 
of Scotland are fo thinly peopled, that they cannot defray the charges of 
officers of the revenue ibitioned to coUeft the duties of excile, and other du- 
ties ; To remedy this, the Lords Comraiflioners of the Trealury, or pcrfocf 

A '<i 2 fpccifiUy 
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fpccially appointed by the Crown, are authorifed by law to granf Icafcs of fudi 
duties, for a term not exceeding three years : — It is ftated to your Committtei ' 
that this remedy is very inadequate to the prefervation of the revenue. 

Your Committee have received a reprcfentation from the proprietors of fidt 
works in Scotland, which ftatcs, that their manufa6tory is now fuffering ex- 
tremely, by the clandeftine introdudion of fait from Ireland into the /weft 
cpaft of Scotland, which the Iriih are enabled to furnifli at very low prices, hy ' 
getting rock fait from England free of duty ; — they (late, alfo, that a great 
abufe refuUs from the ad of Parliament granting liberty to import Irilh &k 
into Clyde, for the purpofe of curing fifli ; and that from thefe circum(hmcci« 
they have been obliged to reduce the number of their fait pans, and confe- 
qycntly that their manufadory is finking, as well as the revenue refiilting 
from it. 

Your Committee have fubjoined, in Appendix, No. 2 and No. 5, for'tAc 
information of the Houfe, an account of the totals of the excife duties, ill' 
grofs and in neat, received in Scotland ; on the amount of brandy, rum, ge- 
neva, and other principal articles, from the 5th July 1769, to Jth July 177$, 
' and from 5th July 1778, to 5th July 1782, inclufive; with the total duty 
chargeable, and the drawback allowed on each article ; the variations in the 
laid duties from 1769 to 1782, inclufive ; and the total of the annualimports 
and exports of the faid fcveral articles : and alfo, an account of ieizures, by 
officers of excife in Scotland, of tea, brandy, geneva, and other articles, from 
5t:h July 1769, ^° 5^^ July i77S> and frpm jth July 1778, to 5th July 
1782, inclufive. ^ ^ ^ 

In order to Ihew that the increafe of expence in refifiing the fmuggling j>rac- 
tices upon the coaft of Scotland, bears a proportion to the increafe of expence 
attending the protedion of the Englifli revenue, your Committee have fub- 
jpined, in Appendix, No. 4, an account of thjB nufnber of cruiwr* in the 
fervice of the cuftoms in Scotland, with the totals of their tonnage, number 
oipTnen and guns, as alfo the expence thereof, from,the year 1767 to 1783, inclu- 
five, dillinguiflung each year. 

And in order to furniih a more compleat view of the expence at prefent jn* 
curred by the "TEnglifti Commillioners of the Cufloms, in the prevention of 
illicit importations, your Committee have alfo fubjoined, in Appendix, No. C, 
an account of the total falaries and day pay of all the preventive officers in 
tjie fcveral out-ports in England (exclufive of the falaries to the commandeni 
aiid crews, and other expences of the revenue cruizers) for three years, 
(1786, 1781, and 1782) diftinguifliing each yean 

TOBACCO. 

Your Committee poftponed, in their Firfi: Report, a particular confidera- 
tion oP the ftate of revenue refulting from the duties on tobacco, the trade 
in that very valuable commodity being at prefent in a very unfettled fhite : 
It may b^ material, however, to obferve, that the abufes refulting from the 
allowances of lolb. weight per hogihead free of duty, given by a6t 24- 
Geo. II. to the importer, for the wafte of tobacco; and by another abufe 
ufM'in drawing the famplc, to the amount generally of more than lolb. per 
iogihead, before the tobacco is weighed ; and alfo from certain pradticcs at- 
tending the drawbacks on the exportation of the article : liiay dcfcrvc an 
* early 
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early attention. A ffrong' prefumptive evidence of thofe abufes may be col- 
lege! from a reference to the table in Appendix, No, 18, annexed to th^ 
FiHl Report of your Committee j in which it will appear, that "during the 
five years preceding the late war, viz. from the year 1769 to the year 177 3» 
inclufive (when the duties on the importation of tobacco into Scotland were 
-not lefs than 1,104,601 upon the annual average) the neat annual proceeds of 
the duty v^fere for that period, only 6150I. ; but that during the laft five years, 
viz. from the year 1778 to the ybar 1782, inclufive (when the duties oa 
the importation have been only 92,131!. upon the annual average) thereat 
annual proceeds have amounted to 59,9 55I. 

Upon this article it may be material farther to obferve, that the illicit in- 
trodudHon of tobacco in Scotland has lately been attempted, with fuccefs, by 
veffels arriving dircitliy from Virginia, and landing their cargoes upon the 
coafl. . ' 

Your Committee have alfo been informed of a new fpccies of ilUcic trade 
in this article, which has lately been pradifed in fome of the Scotch ports :—'. 
Upon the arrival of a velTel with tobacco, offers are made to the importer, by 
fome peri^n who purfues fmuggling profeffionally ^ — the tobacco is purchafed 
for exportation, at a price beyond what the honeft trader can afford i — it i* 
then reported for exportation, to fome place for which no certificate of it* 
being really landed is required by law, and i§ afterwards clandeflincly re-landed 
upon different parts of the coaft. 

The frauds refulting in this article from the abuie of certificates or per* 
mita, are various, and very extenfive ; and appear to be daily upon the in- 
cneafe, though acfcompanied in many instances with perjury : the Idws are, 
perhaps, capable of much improvem^t upon this point ; yet much fraud un- 
Kappil}^^ muft be expected,, even after every improvement that can be made 
in the laws, where the duties are very high upon articles intrinfically of 
little value. — Tobacco is worth about threepence per pound weight, clear 
of duties ; and the duties, at thelowef); rate^ are about is. 3d. — - the induce- 
ment, therefore, is in the proportion of five to one ; and fuccefs in finiiggling 
two hogfheads amply compenfates for the lofs of the other three. 

The Englifh Commiilioners of the Cuftoms have reprefented to your Com- 
mittee, that it is now hec6me a practice to import prohibited and high-duty 
goods in the fhort traderi from Holland, and other foreign parts, which arc 
intended to be clandefHnely introduced into this kingdom ; but in order to 
avoid the feizure and forfeiture, they arc brought into port under pretence 
that they aie defigned for exportation, and are frequently feported for ex- 
portation accordingly, te foreign parts 5 after which they- are privately con* 
yeyed on Ihore ; •— a fimilar pradice is founded on the fales of pronibited 
feized goods, which, when permitted fo be taken aboard for exportation in 
tkc port w London,, are frequently re-landed befot^e the vefl^el arrives at 
Gravefend. The remedies fuggeiled to your Committee will be introduc«d 
into their fubfcquent Report, 

STARCH. 

$ince the clofing- of their Flrft Report, your Committee have received 
information, that great frauds are cariying on in the bufinefs of Aarch ; j>artly * 
bjr cUndeftine manufa^urers, iu places unknown to the Oifiixrs of ^bxcife, 
' which 
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which are attributed to the fmalldtjft of the penalty ; and partly by impoita* 
tioDy which are faid to be made from Scotland, at a price below what the €ur 
manufadhirer in England can afford. Your Committee referre the meant of 
prevention, which have b^en fuggcftcd, for fature difcuffion. 

WAX CANDLES- 

Farther applications have alfo been made to this Committee^ on behalf of 
the makers and venders of wax candles : the fmuggling pradices in thia artick 
are become fo prevalent, as to endanger the total lofs of the revenue dependant 
upon it. 

S O P E. 

Exclufive of the frauds already reported with rcfpeft to the fope dutiesi 
your Committee are informed, that it is not unufual to import clandefHnely, 
fope into this kingdom from Ireland, in hogfheads lined with tallow ; That 
article being exempt from duty. 

] 
LICENCES ON HAWKERS ANO PEDLARS. 

Your Committee find, That the laws for licenfine hawkers, pedlars, and petty 
chapmen, have been found defedive in many inflances ; «*« that fuch licencei 
are ^ranted indifcriminately to all perfons applying for the fame ; there being 
no difcrutionary power vefted in the Commiffioners appointed for ilTuing h* , 
ccqces ; on which account they are too frequently granted to improper pertoni, 
\\'ho, by the abufe of fuch protc<5tion, are faid to add grearly to the facility of 
conveying fmuggled goods thiough the kingdom* 

It is ftated by the Commiflioners, That it was intended by the a6fc 9th and 
loth William III. that every hawker travelling with one horfe, &c. fhould pay 
a duty of 81. per annum, and tor every other horfe, &c. an additional duty m 
4I. for each horfe — but that, by a millake, the word year ffainds in the ad^ 
inftead of the word heafi ; through which miftake, perlbns taking out fuch 
licences have hitherto-only paid a duty of 81. per annum for a licence though 
they travel with three or more horfes 

It is alfo Hated, That the defcription of a hawker is too limited, and ougbt 
to be extended fo as to affect all thofe who fend goods by land or water carriage, 
or carry or convey goods from one ttnim or place to another^ inflead of from 
tovjn to to^.vn ; — the Courts of Law havin? already determined that barely 
going from one town to another does not conltitute a hawker. — The CommiP 
iioners farther flate, The penalty of 12I. for travelling without a licence, i« 
found inadequate to the offence ; and that Surveyors are embarnkfled, by ■ 
being obliged to carry offenders before a Juflice of the Peace for the county 
where the offence is committed, iallead of being permitted to carry them befbit 
the next Juflice. 

It appears by an account delivci^cd to your Committee, of the grofs and neat 
produce of the duties arifmg from Hccniing hawkers and pedlars, from 1769 j 
to 1773, that the grofs amount was 30,499!. 14s. which, after dcdu£Hng the j 
charges of management, produced a neat revenue of 19,867!. 17s. 4d. — And j 
by the like account, from 1778 to 1782, the grofs amount was 31,231!. 4s.; J 
and the neat produce X9,979l. 4s. 6a« ■ 

4 Apctitioi 
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A petition of the corn diftUcrs,' in and about the city of London, having 
been referred by the Houfe to ^his Committee, the CommiiSoners of Excife 
were required to examine the faflts contained therein, and to report the fame 
to your Committee. -^As it will be difficult to convey a juft idea, either of the 
contents of the petition, which relate to a very valuable branch of revenue, 
or of the obfervations made by the Commiffioners of Excife, by any abftrad, 
your Committee have thought proper to fubjoin a co|)y of the faid petition, to- 
gether with the report of the Commiffioners of Excife thereon, which are in 
Appendix, No. 6 ; and beg leave to recom^iend the whole to the conlideratjoa 
or the Houfe. 

Your Committee have alfo fubjoined a table of the rates of Excife duties, as 
granted by the feveral A6ts of Parliament, with the total duty on each com- 
modity, together with the feveral per cents thereon, in Appendix No. 7 ; and 
alfo, An account of the variation in the duties of cufloms on certain articles, 
the annual produce of which is notlefs than io,oool. from Chriftmas 1769 to 
Cbridmas 1782, in Appendix, No. 8. 

Thefe papers will be found material to illuftrate many points contained in 
the different Roports of your Committee. , 

A miflake havmg been made at the Excife Office, in the account in Appendix, 
No. 12, annexed to the former Report, your Committee, in order to re6tify 
that miilake, have fubioined in this Appendix, No. 9, an account of the 
quantity of fope charged with duty for the years 1773, 1774 1775, compared 
with I ^81, 1782, and 1785, fliewing the amount of the additional duty in th* 
laft period, and diflinguiftiing each duty. 

Your Committee will here clofe the detail of their inquiries into the illicit 
prg^ces ufed in defrauding the revenue. They have endeavoured to lay before 
the Houfe a fhort comprehenfive view of every particular that has been brought 
within their obfervation, except only fuch circunrftances as appear to be cithet 
too inconfiderable to merit the interference of Parliament, or of a nature in- 
expedient to be publifhed, or of a defcription which may properly fall within 
the cognizance and correction of the Board of Revenue. The fyitcm of tax** 
tioa created by the public ncceffitics has opened a largftjield for the cxcrcifer 
orinterelled ingenuity ; and it is but too probable, that many frauds are fuc- 
ceisfully purfued, in different branches both of trade and manufacture, to a great 
extent, which have efcaped the obfervation of jour Committee. But the preven- 
tion of the evil practices already afcertained, with refneCt both to force and fraud, 
if poffible to be accomplifhed to any cpnfiderable degree^ (and it can only be 
accompliihed by vigorous and flrong meafures) furniilies aii>ple matter of atten- 
tion for the prefent feffion, and is of effirntial importance both to the revenue 
%nd to public credit, and to the manners, morals, and due employment of the 
people of this kingdom •— Your Committee, under this fcnfe and conftruCHon 
of the duties confided to them, will next proceed to ftate the liioft effectual 
methods of prevention, fo far as they may have been ^blc to colled informa* 
(jooi and to form opinions thereon. 
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No. I. 
STATE of the Cafe of the Lands of Ferrintirfli, in Scotland. 

IN the year 1690, Mr. Duncan Forbes, of CuUoden, proprietor of the tasfk 
of Fcrrintofh, an antient brewery of a(jua vita, in the county of Inyemdii 
©btained an aft of the Scots Parliament (in confideration of damages fufbuoed 
by thefe lands having been laid wafte, &c. by the enemies to government aboit 
the tinfie of the Revolution) farming to him and his heirs the yearly excife of tk 
faid lands of Ferrintofli, on payment of the fum of 400 merks ^|COts» «' 
22L 4s. 5|d. llerling per annum, being their pro^rtion of 40,000!. fleriingy tllB 
whole excife of Scotland at that time, as paid into the Exchequer. 

In 1695, when a former duty of two merks upon the boll of malt (equal ii 
2S. 2^d. for about fix Engliih bufhels) was taken of!^ and in place of it wjA 

. tional duties were impofed on excifeable licjuors, Mr. Forbes obt^ned a nef 

.aft, confirming his former one ; but in this it is expreflly declared, ThatlA 

lands of Ferrintofh illould be liable to their juft proportion, conform to the fiU 

fett, of what additional excife was or fliould be impofed by law. upon the kiiu^ 

dom J — which proportional addition was accordingly then rated and paid. 

So early as the year 1703, thefe. grants appearing to be a grievance, boAll, 

. the public intereft and to the private one ot thofe gentlemen whofe lands hj 
contiguous to Mr. Forbps's eftate of Ferrintofli, a p{>tit;ion was prqfented to ftf 
liament by feveral landed gentlemen of the fliircs of Rofs and Invemefs, fettiij 
forth, That by means of this privilege Mr. Forbes dilUlled in a. manner dag 
free, and thereby underfold and ruii;ied his neighboiirs as efieftually as if k 
had a monopoly, and prejudiced the revenue of the country to a very caa&k- 

.rahlo amount ; and therefore praying, that this compofition in his favour migh 
hv declared to be extinft and expired ; more fpecially (as it wa3 allcd^ed) tW 
by that time all his lofTcs were fully indemnified, in confequence of his havia{ 
fo long enjoyed this right. — On Mr. Forbes's anfwering this petition, thefts 
liament (on a divifion, as is ftiid, .and by a majority of only one vote) didrfi 
repeal the aft granting the exemption ; but fpecially reftricied the privilege*^ 
the growth of Culloden*s own lands of Ferrintofli, fo as all other grain biXH^ 

. Unto them, and diftUled, fhould be liable to furvcy and excife, in the fame nM** 
«jer as in any other parts of the country. 

• . ' . ^ ■ I Unto 
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Under the reftricSlion therefore (which the Commiflioners of Excife in Scot- 
land have all along endeavoured to enforce, thouo^h without much effecfl) Mr« 
Forbes was' thus confirmed in his g'rant ; and in that fituation the matter flood 
till the union of the two kingdoms in 1707 :— By the 6th article of which 
treaty, the duties upon export and import of fuch particular conirnodities, f* jm 
which" th^ fubje6ts of either kingdom are fpecially, exempted .by their private 
«^ rights, arc, after the union, ^to remain fafe and entire to them in all I'cfpeftsas 
before : — By the 7th' article, the fame excife upon all excifeable liquors is to 
take place, for ever after the union, throughout all parts of the united kingdom, 
except as to a particular malt liquor in Scotland, called two-penny ale : — And 
by the 25th article, it Is declared. That all laws and llatutes in either kingdom, 
{6 far, as. they are contrary to or inconfiflent with the terms of thefe articles, oC 
any of them, fliall, after the union, ceafe and become void. 

When the union took place, the excife was accordingly eflablifhed in Scotland 

, I U[)on the principles of that branch of the revenue in England c— And foon after 

this period, the then Commillioners of Excife in Scotland, apprehending Mr. 

Forbcs's grant to be at an end (in which they were confirmed by the eipre& 

^ opinion of Sir Simon Harcourt, at that time Attorney General, and who was one 

: of the Commiflioners for the union) thought proper, in 171 1, to commence a 

- iuit in equity, by Englifh bill, in the court of Exchequer, on the part of the 

Crown, to try the validity of this right. — Upon a hearing on bill and anfwer, 

■' the court decreed in favour of Mr, Forbes *s claim to the exemption, on the 

^ footing "of a private right, faved by the '6th article of union. — Three of the 

t Barons iigned the decree, Mr. Baron Scrope was abfent ; and the Lord Chief 

i Baron Smith ^who was another of the Commillioners for the union) difTented 

from it in writing, becaufe he thought the grant was cxtinguifhed by the union t 

That a decree ought therefore to go for the Queen ; and that Mr-. Forbes 

fliould account.. 

The Commiflioners of Excife acquainted the Lord High Treafurer, by let- 
ter dated the ^th of March 1712-13, of the event of this fuit, and prayed his 
Lordfhip's directions, whether they fliould appeal to the Houfe of Lords, to 
have the judgement re verfcd. 

No directions, however, for thatpurpofe having been received, a comparifoni 
was made between the Englifli and Scots duties of excife, as they flood imme- 
diately at the union; when it appeared that the former werehighe" thaa 
the latter :— Whereupon a proportional fum was calculated, and added to Mr» 
Forbes's original compofitibn ; which, with another addition, in confequence 
of an increafc to the duties on fpirits, by the a6l of the 8th of Queen Anne^ 
brought thie whole of his-compofition to that time, for the excife of thdfe lands, 
to 28L IIS. lod. — Since that period, in confequence of other additional duties 
impofed en low wines and fpints, by fubfcquent a£ts of the 19th and 33d of His 
late Majefly, and of the 2d, 19th, 20th, and 21 ft George III. proportional ad- 
-ditions have from time to time been made to this compofition, which at prefent 
amounts annually to 72U i8s. ii|:d. — And here it may- not be improper" to re- 
mark, that till the a6t 33 George IL anno 1760, the Englifh duties introduced to 
Scotland, and chargeable there upon low wines from malt,' were only l|d. and 
Upon fpidts 4|d. per gallon ; lince which they have increafed more than fix 
times that fum, being now 8|d. for each gallon of low wines, and 2s. ijd. per 
gallon of fpirits, with j ;l. per cent, on the amount thereof. 

In i 761 tKe Commiflioners of Excife took un4er their confideration the fmall- 

»efs of Mr. Forbes^s compofition, compared with the height to which the duties 

Vi)L.XIV. Bb oa 
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on fpii'itshad then arofc; — the extent tcr which that diftillery was qow carrying 
on, under colour of this exemption — and the great circulation of its proaud, 
even in the remoteft parts of the country, to the manifeft pit! judice of the cd- 
tered diftillers, wherever fuch {pints were broup^ht for fale ; — the iofs of re- 
venue thereby occafioned; — and the abufe, the Com miflioners were authori^ 
to'faj', that had been made of this indulgence, by bringing into the diftridof 
Fernhtofti large quantities of grain from the neighbouring, and ercn diUnt 
counties, for the purpofe of dill illation and fale. — From thefe confideradoni 
they then judged it their duty to take the opinion of the King*s counfeliB 
Scotland, as to the validity of this right. They inclined to think that thccb- 
cree of the Exchequer in 1 71 1, was ndt founded on the authority of any efcep* ^ 
tions in the articles of union ; but yet that Mr. Forbes^s right refled lolcty <a 
that decree, and the long ucquicfccnce of the managers of the revenue under it. 
For farther fatisfat'tion, therefore, in a matter of fuch importance, the Com- 
millioners next obtained the opinions of Lord Camden and the late Lord Chan- 
cellor Yorkc, when Attorney and Solicitor General, upon a very full ftaterf- 
the cafe ; — and they clearly declared, that Mr. Forbes's right of exempdonwa 
not faved by the treaty of union ; and that the decree in his favour in 1711, 
ought to have been appealed from at that time. 

Under thefe circumilances, the Commiffioners thought it necdlary, in 1761, 
to reprefcnt this matter to the confideration of the Lords Commiffioners of Hs 
Majefty's Trealury ; which produced a correfpondence with Mr. Forbes, who 
agreed to relinquifli his right for 20,oool. 

Afterwards in February i 763, a very full memorial, on thie fubje£l of dkii 
propofal (accompanied with the feveral neceflary papers) was tranfmitted lif 
the Commiffioners to their Lordlliips, with their opinion of the oflfer, whica 
they thought too high and unreafonable ; as, by authentic accounts^ jreceivedi 
the utmofi: produce of the eftatc, including the benefit of the privilege, ac- 
counted for to the proprietor, did not then amount, one year with another^ to 
750I. per annum. 

In 1765 Mr. Forbes, undcrftanding that his demand of 20>oool, had been ' 
deemed extravagant, prclcntcd a memorial to their Lordlliijps, declaring lui 
willingnefs to depart from it, and to accept of i2,oobl. as a (ufficient compcn- 
fation for his right ; <vhich price the Commiffioners of Excifc, in their rqxMt 
of the 1 6th January, 1765, fubmitted it would be expedient and for the inteiti • 
of the revenue to pay, rather than that this matter fhould continue longer in lb 
unfavourable a ilate. 

Accordingly, in the winter 1 767, the affair was proceeded infofar (as the Board 
were informed by one of their brethren then in London) that Mr. Forbes'l 
demand of ii,oool. was agreed to be given ; and a bill for confirming it vm 
prepared, and expefted to have been pafTed that feffion of Parliament ; but, 
owing to fome incident or other, no farther fteps were taken for carrying tlw 
agreement into effect ; and lince then this important matter has continued to 
Itand jud as it was — doubtful as to Mr, Forbes's legal right of exemption, but 
abfoiutely certain as to the milch icfs which flow from the exercife of it, both 
to the entered diilillers, and to the revenue upon Ipirits from malt, in other 
parts of the kingdom. 

As a demoi:i ft ration, with rcfpecl to the latter, it appears, by the returns rf 
the officers of cxcife ilationcd there for the purpofe of charging and levying 
the malt and other duties under the management of the Commiffion©rs> that • 
ihc quantity of fpirits diftilled upon thefe lands, according to tha account . 

2 tafoi 
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taken by the officers from the wafh, in the legal proportions, was, in the year 

ending 5th July 176J, 41,268 gallons, the legal duties chargeable whereon 

^Would have amounted to 6,01 61. 1 5s, 7|d. In the year ending ctb July 1 766, 

"^there appears to have been diftillcd 68,741 gallons— legal duties 10,0251. 

14$. 4-13. In the year ending 5th July 1782, there were dillilled 111,741 

fallens — legal duties thereon 20,317!. 2s. jd. In the laft year, ending i^th 
uly 1783, there were diftilled 67,319 gallons — legalduties 12,7761. 8s. 5|d. 
And the total quantity dirtilled within thefe kfi: 2 1 years, prior to the qth of 
July 1783, amounts to no Icfs than 1,707,355 gallons of IpiritB— ^the full 
duties thereon to 260,680!. 13s. 8|d. as appears by the particiilar account 
thereof, hereto fubjoincd. 

Great as this total at prefent is, and (from the preceding gradual increafe 
. of late years, as well as from a v^ry large dilTillery, with enterablo utenlils, 
' &c. having been lately fet up by a company of gentlemen, merchants, &c. on 
thefe lands of Fcrrintofh, who diftilled, in lix months, prior to the 5th of July 
17^2, no lefs than 5341 gallons of fpirits, the duties whereof would 'have 
I amounted to about 950I.) higher as in all probability It will continue to be, 
t , during the exiftence of this right of exemption^ it is to be obferved, that if it 
[ -'fliall be taken away, by purjhafe or otherwife, it is not to beprefumcd that the 
I diftillery in Ferrintom would, when under furvey, produce a revenue any 
■ dbkig near equal to the foregoing amounts. The introdudtion, however, of 
tlic legal duties on the fpirits made there (inftead of the prefent incpnfidcrable 
oompoiition paid by Mr. Forbes) would not only yield fomething material 
upon the' fpot, but would unqueftionably have a very effential efte?t towards 
. increaiing the general diilillery of this couritry ; which, notwithflanding the 
difcouragement it labours under in confcquence of this monopoly, has already 
become an objaft of conliderable magnitude and importance in the revenue of 
Scotland. The circumftiance of difcouragement to the entered diftillei*s is 
mentioned, becaufS they have fcomplaincd, and it is believed with great juf- 
dee, that the greateft part of thefe Ferrintofli fpirits arc now almoll daily car- 
ried to the moft remote parts of this country ; and large quantities thereof 
have, within thefe four or live years lafl paft, been fent into dift'erent parts of 
England, particularly to London, where a public warchoufe ff>r the .... of 
them has been lately opened :-— and that, although fuch fpirits are of equal or 
fupcrior quality, they are fold at a lower price than the entered difHUer can 
afford to iell his fpirits* 

Under all thefe circumflances, it is to be wifhed, that this doubtful, but 
dcftru€live right of exemption, were taken away by purchafe, in the manner 
formerly propofed, and nearly compleated. 

With a view to this defirable end, Arthur Forbes, Efquire, of Cullodcn, 
the prefent proprietor, in November 1 781, prefented a memorial to the Lords 
Commiffioners of the Treafury, lignifying his williugnefs to difpofc of his 
privilege to government for a reafonable price. This memorial was referred 
to the CJommiffioners of Excife in Scotland, who, on the 4th of March 1782, 
made a very full report thereon to their Lordfliips, expreflivc of their heariy 
wifhes, that this exemption was brought to an end, either by purchafe for an 
adequate compenfation, or otherwife, as to their Lordfliips fiiould feem molt 
expedient : but, owing to the then uncertain flate of public adminitlnirion, 
UOthing farther was done in the matter, as it is Ix-licved their Lordfliips 
never came to ^ final determination upon, or gave anv anfwcr to thi> mo^ 
moriaU 
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.AMOUNT of thi Quantities, and Dutie* om Low Wines and Spiriit 
made in the Lands of Ferrintofti, from 6th Juljr 1762 to 5th July 1783. . 







Low Wines. 


Spirits. 


Duties* 




' 


Gallons. 


Gallons. 


£. s. iL 


' 


1763 


68,733 


41,268 


6,016 I J yi 

7.3 55 3 4- 
9»»So 89. 




1764 


83*979 
112,582 


50,462 




1765 


67.544 


• ' 


1766 


114,600 


68,741 


10,025 14 4: 




'7^ 


107,378 


64,409 


9,393 18 I ;. 

14,267 1^10 

12,798 19' 4 ; 




1768 


163,027 


97,840 




1769 


140,284 


87,761 




1770 


10,309 
156,862 


•89,715 


13*139 3 9,. 




I77I 


94.327 


13*745 I ^0*. 


For the Year ended at jth . 
July- _ ^ -< 


1772 
1773 


111,253 


9^587 
66,7 (;o 


13,352 16 3' 
9.734 9 4i 


1774 


118,774 


71,265 


10,592 15 7: 




1775 


112,165 


67,414 


9,825 4 4 




1776 


136,939 


82,343 


11*999 — ": " 

12,138 12 6 


, 


1777 


138- ')^o 


83,262 




1778 


129,608 


79.071 


13,140 16 -4 




1779 


148,506 


88,731 


- 


1780 


206,796 


123,965 


19,313 1. 




1781 


187,066 


111,820 


^9,634 i8 7J 




1782 


186,286 


111,741 


20,317 2 5^ 
12,776 8 5| . 




1783 


i^3»773 


67.319 




2,847,999 


i.707>355 


260,680 X3 8| 
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No. I. 

' ■ ^ 

EXTRACT of* the 'Statement delivered by a Member of this Houfij 
relative to the Privilege of Fcrriatofli, 

Duncan Forbes, of Culloden, Efquire (great grandfather of the prefent 
Culloden) was one of thofe who, in the reign of King James II, ftood up in 
the defence of the religion, laws, and liberties of their country ; and at a very 
great expence, as well as rifque of his life and fortjune, zealoufly engaged ia 
promoting the late happy Revolution, ' 

The Popifh faction haying, during his abfence in liolland on that fervicc, 
laid his eft^tes wafte, i)articularly his barony of Ferrintofh, whereon he had 
an ancient brewery oi aqua vitae, the Parliament of Scotland, by an a6l paiTed 
the 2 2d of July 1690, and which recites, *' That the faid efiate and brewery 
**^"had been laid wafte by the King's enemies, did, for encouraging , the pol- 
*'^ feflbrs thereof to fet up again, and profecute their former trade of brewm^, 
** and to pay a duty of excife, farm the future excife of the faid barony to 
** the laid Duncan Forbes, and his fucceflbrs, heretors thereof, for 460 merks 
** Scots ;" which is declared to be the proportion of excife payable put of 
the barony of Ferrintofh 1 the whole excife in Scotland being 4o,cxx>U 
flcriing at that time, , ' ' . 

This a6t was afterwards confirmed and es^plained by another of the 1 6th of 
July 1695. -. . . 

John Forbes, o£ GuUoden's father being in diftrefled circumftances, from 
the debts incurred by his father, Duncan Forbes, Lord Prefident of Scotland^ 
fjTom the well-known active part he took in quelling the rebellion i74?» (for 
which he never received any fatisfadion) agreed to fell or relinquiui the pri- 
vilege for 12,000; but this tranfadlion did not take place: and, on JohnV 
death, the friends of the family interpofed, by borrowing money, and thereby 
iaved the eftate. 

A few years ago, and during Mr. Forbes's minority, Mr. Rofs, from his re- 
}ation to, and connexion with, the family, was called on to know upon what 
tenns the owners of the ellate would difpofe of the privilege ; who informed 
the Lords Commiffioners of the Treafury, that he was authorifed to difpofe of 
it, to the public for 2O,0ool. to be paid by inftallments of 5,000!. per annum, 
out of the excife in Scotland :•— the change of miniftry, which fooo afterwaf tU 
took place, put a ftop to that tranfadion, ^ 



(Sec or 

^tb Brl Geneva, and o^YJk^P^' '^ J^^^ ^J?^^' J"^?^'^,^f 5 and tlic tof; 
Duty clage from 1769 f ^^^^clcs j per Keiiuifiuon of the Honotirablc Coir 

mittee I 



rtr 

iff. 



70 
7t 

73 

74 
75 



Spl- 



aU of the Encifr DiU* Brandy, Rumj Gcnsrt-a, ami other principal Artklcsj vii* 



Foreign* 

Grofs and 

Kcat* 



nTT^m ^>^i^ ^^ 



Foi 

Brfl 

Grp 

N 



G. 



Forrlgn. 



Rum 
fold fof 

Pay- 
mt-ni of 

the 



Gdl, 



Sfanciv 

(old foE 

Pav- 

the 
Duties 



GalU 



Cyde 



Hhdi.G^ITj 



^ 



BntirtI 

Pbnta* 

tion Run 



r;*iif»-^ 



.*-'■ 



79 



1 






[,|£9 4Ss+q?fj. 



4l> 



jodities of 
b the 5th 



g's Share. 



i' '. d, 



'i :i 


o| 

5I 


{6 17 
6 19 
I 16 

5 6 


6| 

I 
7I 


r 


2# 



»:iauT:rr:;rv 't » » ''i^-e-'- > 



k. 1784. 



DEB ATE S. 

No, IV. (Second Report.) 



m 



An ACCOUNT pf the Number of Cruizers In the Service of the Cuf- 
toms in Scotland, with the Totals of their Tonnage, Number of Men^md' 
Guns, as alfo th^ Expence thereof, from the Year 1767 to 17833, inclufivc, 
diflinguifhing each Year. " - 





Numbei Totals of] 


Number 


Number 


- 


Years. 


of 


their 


of 


of 


Expences. 




Cruizen 


Tonnage. 


Men. 


Guns. 










32 


537318 s 


1168 — 




,440 


119 


32 


4317 16 ^5 


I 169 -^ 




440 


119 


32 


4116 II i-r 
4485 18 9:: 


1770 — 




440 


106 


32 


1771 •- 




440 


- 124 


32 


4624 2 B ■ 


177^ — 




440 


'^0 ^ 


32 


P47 ^ 5: : 


1773 — 




440 


128 


32 


5802 I 9: 1 


1774 — 




440 


122 


32 


4752 I 10 


1775 — 


5 - 


440 


13^ 


32 


4609 13 8t 


1776 — 




440 


129 


3^ 


3859 18 8f 


1777 — 


s5 


440 


102 


32 


6111 I jj , 


1778 — 




440 


iiS 


32 


9400 4 o| 


1779 — 




440 


126 


35 


13665 18 8 


1780 — 




833 


235 


76 


9486 15 8 


1781 — 


'5 


833 


250 


76 


8751 19 8f 
8073 3 8j 


1782 — 
i7«3 — 


6 
6 


833 
833 


256 
195 










Total! 1 026 78 12 II 



Cuflom Houfc, Edinburgh, 
2foth January 1784. 



RICHARD GARDNER, Afliftant Comptroller GeneraU 

N. B. This account required by an order, dated the 5th of December I783t 
iftf the Committee appointed by the Honourable Houfc of Commons. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Total Salaries and Day Pay of all tte Preveiitin J 
Officers in the feveral Out Ports in England, (exclufive of the Salaries to 
the Commanders and Crews, and other Expences of the Revenue Cruizen) 
for three Years, dillinguifl)ing each Y<?ar« 

£. s. d. 



1780 
1781 
1782 



— - 64740 IS 5 

— — 67724 14 oj 
— — » 64530 14 II 

196996 2 4 J 

Average — 6566'_s 7 5J 






Cuftom Houfe, London 
4th February, 1784- J A M E S P O W E L L, . -, 

' For the Ihfpeftor of Out-port Collectors' Accounts and Voucherw 
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Nd, VL 

,^Tb the Honourable the Cpnimoris of Grreat Britaih in Parliament affcmbW. 

The humble Petition of the Corn Diftillcrs in and about the City of 

London, • 

Sheweth, , ^ 

'^ THAT yoqr petitioners have embarked very confidcrable'-capitals in ereft* 
tng buildings, and providing utenfils and materials, for carrying on the corn 
-4iSillery, un4er the fan6tion of the laws. 

• That your petitioners, though few in number, eomprife, in importance 
nnd extent of their manufadlories, upwards of ii-l2ths of the whole diflil- 
Icry of England : the. proportion paid by the London diftillery the laft year, 
ttuding ^th July^ to the public revenue, being nearly ^s 3io,oooL to 
si5,oool. 

That, alarmed at the furprifing decreafe of, and impending iliin to, a 
trade of fo much importance to the landed intereft, as well as to the revenue 
rf this country, your petitioners liave endeavoured to inveftigate the caufes 
a£ its late, rapid declenuon ; and the deeper their refearchcs, the more they 
Mns induced to impute it to the fraudulent pradices of the fmuggler and illi- 
cit trader. 

The corn diftillery, which, upwards of twenty years ago, was a market 
:or, and took 500,000 quarters of com annually, has not, of later years, 
loade a demand for more than 1 50,000 quarters. * 

The great encouragement to the increafe of agriculture, and the refaldng 
benefit to the landed property, under the former ftate, are too obvious to , 
riiffer the late deftrudtive change to pafs unnoticed. 

With refpe6t to thct revenue, your petitioners conceive it will be found, on 
^^uiry, that about the year 1750, when the impofts or duties upon corn 
gpnit^ were only about 12I. per ton, the corn diftillery yielded a revenue to 
government of about 500,0001. annually ; and, to come nearer- the prefcnt 
dme, that in "1778 the duties amounted to 540,0001. and upwards. 

^ In 1779, 1780, 1781, and 1782, additional impofts were laid on, with a 
iriew to aid ana incrcajfc the revenue, and fuch increafe was eftimated at up- 
Exrards of 130,0001. additional yearly revenue ; yet^ in the year 1783, it will 
be found, that the whole produce of the diftillery was about 33^,0001. only. 
^ Thus, inftead of the promifed increafe of revenue by the additional impofts, 
ibis one article of Britim manufa6tory, which, in 1750, at an impoft of about 
a^L^^-per ton, produced' 500,000!, in^ ^77^9 at an impoft of 49 1. per ton, 
produced 540,0001.; in 1783, at an impoft' of 62I. per ton, produces only 
3J5,ooo— which is i6^oool. (hort of what it was in 1750, and 340,000!. a 
]par ihort of tlie promifed increafe. 

Your petitioners, in the courfe of this enquiry, have every reafon to be- 
ilpve, that it is not from any decreafe in the confumption of fpirits in England 
riiat this change arifes : on the contrary, that the demand and confumption 
lave g^reatly increafed ; and that this material deficiency of the public revenue 
is owing to the introdu6tion of foreign fpirits by the fmuggler, and by the ilU- , 
cit trade of fecret manufadories in Great Britain, and other evafton 01 duties. 

And your petitioners have fubmitted this fhort Iketch, or comparative view 
ipf the paft and prefent fiate of the corn diftillery, la order to mftw, that in 
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proportion to the increafe of the impofts, fuch has been the mcreafe of tk 
bounty or profit to the illicit trader, that the temptation exceeds the force rf 
all our reftrittive laws ; and what was intended as an additional aid to m* 
vemment, has operated in dimunition ©f the revenue, by encounagijig fkaun^ . 
lent practices, and in efFeft prohibiting the fair trader, 

Thar, although your petitioners conceive themfelves entitled ta the nt- 
tc£tion and encouragement of the Legiflature, it is not their interefb atofli 
that are at flake. . The corn diftillcry is evidently of great national imgOF* ' 
tance : — and the defalcation of the revenue calls not more forcibly for the ift* ' 
terpofition of the Minifler, than the revival of a £uling market for our fii^ 
the corn trade, and averting the injury to the landed property, call- bx Al 
attention of the country gentlemen . 

The protection of the rair trader — the increafe of his manufJEidhire— the eiA 
of government with refpeCl to revenue ; and — ^the maintaining or, increa&g 
the value of the landed property, being, as your petitioners conceiye, iofeph 
rable from their intereils. 

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray. 

That this important matter may be taken into confideratioQ| aal 
that relief may be afforded, 

Whether by fuch a reduiftion of the late unproduCHTC impolltai 
may remove the temptations to the fraudulent and illicit trader, iof 
eonfcquently render farther reilri6iive laws unneceflkry j 

Or, by more efj^Ctual reflridlions, and better enforced regula&BL 
fuppreffin|^ the frauds, and making thefe additional imp(& adinr ' 
the ends tor which they were laid on : 
Or otherwife, as in your wifdom (hall feem meet, 

BELLS, GOSSE, and BENWELL, 
COOKE, WILBIE, SAYER, and SMITH, 
CURRIE and BYLES, 

JOHNSON, PAYNE, HODGSON, and SNATItt 
LE FEVRE, HATCH, and SMITH, 
LIPTRAP, MILWARD, and COTTERILL, 
METCALFE and Company, 
DAVID ROBERTS and Company, 



R E PO R T of the Commiffioners of Excife, upon the Petition of the Com 

Dlilillers. 

THE Commiilioncrs of Excife beg leave, in purfuanpe of an order of tk 
Committee appointed by the honourable the Houfe of Commons,, to e&quira 
into the illicit practices ufed to defraud the revenue of this Idngdom, to wlh 
mit to the conhcferation of the Committee the following obfervations upoo 
the petition prefented to that honourable Houfe by the com diflilkis m and 
about the city of London. 

That the landed intereft, the commerce, and the revenue of the kiogdoiB> 

derive great benefit from the corn diiliUery^ is a h&, that cajonot he doubted; 

I .and 
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. imd it neceflarity follows, that it ought to be encouraged and fupported, 
-unreftrained by any other regulations than thofe that are eflential to the fecu- 
K fity of the revenue, and to the prefervation of the health and morals of the 
^people, 

L The debaucher)' that prevailed amongft the lower clafles of the people in 
«• jthis nation, from the exceflive drinking of fpirituous liquors, at the firfl period 
f to which the petition of the corn diftillers refers, and for feveral years aAte- 
I fccdent thereto, voccalioned fuch a confumptign of Britifti fpirits, as, fully ac» 
p counts for the large revenue flated by the petitioners to arife from tliat com- 
f .iDiodity at that period ; and it appears from the books of this office, that,^t an 
t average of feven years, ending Midfummer 1751, the annual quantity of low 
r '^irines extracted from corn, was eleven million bne hundred and fix thoufand 
phc hundred and feventeen gallons. ' - 

The regulations and reftridions to which the retailers of fpirituous Hquori 
were fubje6ted, and the additional duties impofed foon after that period, with 
a view to check the licentioufnefs of the people in this article, had a confide- 
rable cfFe(^ on the corn diftillery ; infomuch, that at an "average of feven 
years, ending at Midfummer 1758, the annual cjuantity of low Urines extrafted 
from malted corn was no mord than^ fix million eighty-one thoufand three 
hundred and feventy gallons. 

The fcarcity of corn in the years 1758 and 1759, induced a total prohibition 
of the corn diilillery in thofe years ; and the market was wholly fupplied with 
.ipirits extra6ted from molafTes : this circtimftance, combined with the farther 
heavy, additronal duty laid upon the diftillery in 1760, operated greatly to the 
injury of the corn diftillery ; infomuch, that at an average of twenty-two 
years, ending at Midfummer 1782, the annual quantity of low wines extracted 
from com appears to have been only three millions feven hundred and ten 
thoufand feven hundred fixty-two gallons. 

It muft be obferved, however, that the quantity of low wines cxtra6led 
from corn in the four laft years of that period exceeds, though but in a fmall 
degree, the produce of any other four yeai*s of the whole period; notwith- 
fianding the additional duties complained of by the petitioners had, in part, 
taken effect in thofe years. 

The Commiffioliers of Excife do not, however, argue from thefe fadts, that 
the com diftillery is not in a declining ilate : the failure of the revenue in the 
year ending at Midfummer laft, is a clear evidence of the juflice of the com- 
plaint made by the petitioners ; and, as far as it affects the fubfcribers to the 
petition in particular, it is flill further corroborated by a ftatement of the 
c^antity of low wines extracted from corn in the diftilleries in and about Lon- 
cfon, in the months of July, Augufl, September, Odober, and November 
1781, compared with the quantity extradled in the fame months 1783, in fo 
.far as the accounts have been returned to the Office of Excife, 

In the former period the quantity was fix hundred twenty-five thoufand one 
hundred feventy-one gallons : in the latter period, two hundred fixty-four 
thoufand eight hundred and three gallons. 

The rapid decline of the corn diftillery of Englai;id in the year 1783, it is 
fubmitted, tan be attributed only to the following caufes : 

Firft, To the immenfe quantity of foreign fpirits introduced by 
the fmugglers, and of molafles fpirit privately maae in places of Con- 
cealment ; both which evils have of late iucreafed to a very great 
degree, 

C c z Secondl^^ 
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Secondly* To the frauds committed in the country d;ftilkrics, vA 
more efpecially at Briftol. And, 

Thirdly, To the lar^e quantities of fpirits, which, for wanft of 
propiir regulations, are imported from Scotland, under cirpumftanco 
of igreat difadvantage to the diflilleries pf this part of the kingv 
dom. 
To thefe cayfes the petitioners add, the efiedt pf the additional dijties ani 
per cents, impofed^fince the year 1779: but although we admit that die 
whole of thofe {additional duties did not come into full operation till the yof 
1785,; yet it is fubmitted, at the fame time, that as the corn di {Cillery was ii| 
« better ftate in the years 1779, 1780, 1781, and 1782, than }t had' been a; 
any antecedent period of the fame extent fince the year 1760, the decline ii{ - 
the year 1783 ought not to be attributed, at lead but in a \ery ipconfidciabjj 
dejgrce, to the additipaal duties laid in thofe four years. 

. D. PAPILLON, 

Excife Office, W. LOWNDES, 

^ndon, 13th January, 1784. W. BURRELL, 

ST. BROOKSBANKi 

J. po\^nsrALL, 

M, WHISH, . 
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No. IX. (Second Report.) 

: 

i An ACCOUNT of the Quantity of Sope, charged with Duty for the years 
«I773> »774> ^775> compared with 1781, 1782, and 1783; fliewjng tl^c 
i* Amount of the additional Duty in the laft Period ; and diftingttifhiog each 

Duty. ' 



i773> «774> ^775* 


1781, 


.1782, 1783- 


Additional Duties 
commenced 6 J illy 
1782, at 1 Hard 


Quantity. 


Amount at i|d. 


Quantity. 


Amount at i|d. 


Sope, and \ Soft 
Sope. 


lbs. • 
93190140 


£. s. d, 
582438 7 6 


lbs. 

io8529i33>^ 

^3190140 


678307' 1 8J 
582438 7 6 


8«49' 5 ?! 


J Incrcafc 


'^338993! 


95868 H 2^ 


• 



Excife Office, London, 
izth Feb. 1784. 



JAMES WEBB, 

^ Accomptant General". 
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THIRD REPORT 

From the Committee appointed to enquire into the illicit 
Praftices ufed in defrauding the Pvevenue. 

(MARCH 23, '1784.) 

fjje Committee appointed to enquire into the illicit P radices no^v ufed in defrani' 
ing tJje Revenue of this Kingdom^ and the mofi effeHual Methods of prevent* 
ing the fame^ and to report the fame^ with their Opinion thereupon ^ to the 

. Hou/e, ' ' 



1 



1 



HAVING fubraitted the detail of their enquiries into the illicit pra^ccf 
ufed in defrauding the revenue, will next proceed to ftate the moft cflfe<fhial 
methods of preventing the fame, fo far as they liave been able to collet infior- ' 
mation. Moft of thefe methods are the refult of fuggeftions from the Revenoe 
Boards, and from individuals well difpofcd to promote the great obje6^ of 
thefe inquiries ; but as they are of great extent in their nature, and may be 
precarious in their efFeft, your Committee hope that they (liall not be required 
to give a fpecific opinion thereupon, farther than that they have appeared of j 
fufficient importance to be fubmitted to the deliberation and decifion of the 
Houfe. 

Your Committee, meaning to purfue the line which was taken in thdr pre- 
ceding Reports, will firft ftate fuch plans as have been recommended to coun- 
teract that fyftem of force with which the fmuggling trade is conduced at 
fea. 

1. The a€ts (g Geo. II. ch. 35. — 3 Geo. III. ch. 22. — 5 Geo. III. cb.43. 
—and 19 Geo. III. ch, 69.) generally called The Hovering A6is, limit the for- 
feitures therein mentioned to two leagues off the coaft : — It is the opinion of 
the Revenue Boards, and of well-informed perfons, that an extenfion of this 
diftance would diftrefs the illicit traders, by rendering the communication and 
interchange of lignals with their afTociates on iliore lels eafy ; and that it would 
alfo give greater fcope to the revenue cruizers in the execution of their duty : — 
They propofe, therefore, that this diftance Ihould be extended to four leagues, 
conformable to a6t 9 Geo. II. ch. 35, which forfeits goods taken out of any flup 
within the diftance of four leagues. With regard to the Irifti Channel, this 
diftance might perhaps be unlimited : in this refped, however, and in others ' 
of conliderable importance to the revenue, and fair trade> your Committed 
have, in the preceding Reports, fuggefted many particulars, which merit an 
early explanation, and mutual arrangement, between the two kingdoms. 

2, In order to prevent the mifchiefs refulting from the pra6tice of armidg 
veflTcls for the Channel trade in time of peace, it is propofed to- your Committee, 

4 That 
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T'hat all vcflels be made liable to fdzure which are generally called cutters^ 
iloops, luggers, lliallops, or fchooners, or veflels of any other defcription^ 
whofe bottoms are clincher-work by it, and not employed in His Majcily*s 
fervice, or under the Admiralty of any Foreign State, found hovering within 
four leagues of the coafl, even though they fhall exceed two hundred tons, 
or which fhall have on board any carriage or fwivel guns, or other arms or 
ammunition whatever ; except fuch as (hall be flowed in the hold, in order to 
be exported or carried coaflwife as merchandize, or pUt on board for the ufe 
and defence of fuch vefTels, by virtue of regular licences, to be given under 
proper reflridions, but without expence ,to the fair trader ; and alfo except 
two fwivel guns, and two mufkets, or piflols, with a fuitable quantity of gun- 
powder for the fame. 

And it is farther propofed. That th^ (naftcr, or other perfon, having the 
charge or command of any fhip or velfel fii^vind ,hovering within four leagues of 
the coafl, that fliall be armed with any caniion or fwivel guns Texcept as before 
excepted), for the purpofe of fmuggling, an<i having on board any prohibited 
gbods, fhall, upon convi6lion, be liable to fix months imprifonment, whether 
fuch arms fliall have been made ufe of or not. 

Under this head it has been fuggefted to your Committee, through another 
channel. That veffels of the above defcription equipt with a haul-out jib, na- 
vigsited by Bntifti fubjeds, and found at lea with prohibited goods on board, 
iliall be equally liable to feizure and forfeiture as if found hovering or at an anchor 
within the diftance above defcribed ; — and alfo that no clinch-woi^ vefTel 
(lighters excepted) fhould be built of a larger burden than fixty tons, under a 
penalty to be levied upon the builder : — faving to the Admiralty a pov<rer to 
- grant licences upon particuar occafions* 

Your Committee are fatisfied, by various examinations of able and expe- 
rienced officers of the navy, and of other intelligent perfons, that the fmug- 
gling vefTels in general are capable of being defcribed, and of being fubjetfted 
tp fuch fpecific reflndtjons as may be thought expedient.— Their diflinguifliing 
marks are to be brought under the heads of, i. The built of the veiTel and 
burden ; 2 . The manner and proportion of rigging ; 3 . The manner of arming ; 
and 4. The proportion of men to the burden. — It as well known that large 
vefTeis outfail fmaller ones of fimilar conflrudtion ; and this has occafioned the 
gradual increafe in the fizc of the fmuggling vefTels. •*- 't is believed that clinch- 
work vefTels will outfail carvel-built ones ; and therefore the clinch-work mode 
of building has been adopted both by the fmtfgglera and by the CommifEoners 
of the revenue ; — the reafon is obvious for confining it, if poffible, to the 
revenue cruizers. 

In addition to the meafures above flated, the Englifh Commiffioners of the 
Cuftoms advife the breaking up the hulls of all vefTels defcribed in ad 19 Geo. 
^III. ch. 2,. which are thereby made liable to forfeiture. And the Scotch Com- 
miffioners of Excife recommend, that the Court of Exchequer be reflrained 
from granting writs of delivery for any veflel f^ized, either hovering or for 
^importation of fpirits ; and that all fuch vefTels, after comdehnination, be 
broken up, or ufcd in His Majefly's fervice ; which is at prefent pradHfcd only, 
with regard to veilels under 56 tons, foritited for hovering, and to thofe under 
100 tcJns, forfeited for importation of fpirits. 

3, And 
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3. And 111 order to enable the revenue cruizers to carry the hovering afii 
into cftedtual execution, it is fuggcfted, That they fhould oe authorized to fire 
into any veflel which fliall refufe to bring-to, fuch vcflel then being, or havii^ 
been difcovered to have been, hovenng or at anchor within four leagues of 
the coaft ; provided that previous to fuch firing, certain fignals (hall be made, " 
if in the duy, and if in the night, both lignals and haling, to denote that fuch 
cruizcr was employed in the fervice of the revenue. 

In mentioning the revenue cruizers, it fecms not improper for your Com- 
mittee to remark, that fome of thefe veffels arc engaged upon an eftablifhmcnt, 
and others upon contracts, on principles of fervice fo different, that it is im- 
poiTible to fuppofc that both can be right, or equally eligible. 

4. By aA 19 Geo. II. ch. 34, perfons maiming or dangerOufly woun<Kng 
any olficer of the revenue in attempting to go on b6ard, or being on boara 
any veffel, within the limits of a port, are guilty of felony ; yet they arc fub- 
jcd to no puniflimcnt if they contmit the fame offences beyond thofe limits, 
though within the legal dlftance for making feizures : it is conceived this nc- 
cclfar}' protection of the officers in the execution of the whole of their duty 
was omitted in the faid ad, bccaufe, at the time of its pafling, there were 
few, if ;my, inflances of outrages being cominitted by the fmugglars at fca. 

It is therefore propofed to your Committee, That the penalties in this sd 
be extended to all fuch offences as fliall be committed within four leagues of 
the coalh ; as alfo, that the offenders fliall be liable to the like penalties, 
whether any officer of the revenue fliall be wounded or not ; and that the mailer 
or other pcrfon having the charge or command of fuch veflfel at the time the 
offence is committed, fliall be fubjcdl to the fame punifliment with him or 
them who achially fired, unlcfs fuch mailer fliall deliver up the offender or of- 
fenders. This appears confonant to other adts of the legillature ; it being un- 
doubtedly expedient, with refpeeTt to the illicit practices carried on, whether at 
fea or oh fliore, that a diflinclion fliould be flrongly marked between thofe who 
act clandeftinely and without force, and thofe who carry on their trade in a 
daring and warlike manner. 

It may alfo be proper that fome provifion fhould be given, bjr parliamentarf 
authority, to failors wounded or difabled in the revenue fervice, and to the 
families of failors killed in that fervice ; and this might be done upon a plan 
fimilar to what is pradifed in the Royal Navy. 

5. By the att 13 and 14 Charles II. ch. 11, themafler of every fliip, imvard 
or outward bound, having any goods or merchandize qn board, is compelled 
to make a true report of the name of his fliip, from whence fhe came, xvhithe^ 
bound, how manned, &c. under a penalty of lool. 

But as this law does not compel veflcls in ballaff to report, it is often im« 
pollible for the officers of the revenue to trace, either an accouiit of the voyaw, 
or other particulars ; and wanting the authority of interrogating the mailer 
upon oath, they arc precluded from the difcovery of illicit pradtices that may 
have been committed in the courfe of the voyage ; and from the fame dcfea 
many fmuggling veflels entirely efcape the duties payable to the public hof- 
pituls, and public harbours : under the prefcnt fyftem there are many intlancej 
of veilels being examined at fea, which have not a Angle paper or clearance 
aboard. 

It is therefore propofed to your Committee, That the mafter^of v^jy fhip 
or veffel (except men of war) arriving from, -or being bound to, foreign parts, 
fluill be obliged to report, under the penalty of lool. though fuch veflcls 
Ihall not have any goods or merchandize on board, but may be in ballaft only. 

6. I8y 
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6. By a6l ig Geo. III. ch. 69, boats built to row with more thah fix oars are 
forfeited : but the foifciture is eluded by the fmugglers, who now ufe boats 
40 or 50 feet in length, and which occafionally row with lo or 12 oars^ 
though, having only fix thwarts, and fix row-locks fixed, as the law now 
ftands, it is difficult to prove that they are more than fix-oared boats* 

It is therefore propokd to your Committee, That the forfeiture Ixr extended 
to all rowing boats that fliall be found to exceed jo feet in length aloft, from 
ilem to fiern, except fuch as are already excepted m the fiiid a6t. 

And under this head it has been farther fuggefted, that no boat ihouid be 
built exceeding the length of 28 feet from the fore part of the ftem to the 
ftern, and mealuring Icfs than eight feet at the main thwart, and in a fimilar 
proportion for fmaller boats, under a penalty* to be levied on the, builder; 
excepting only London wherries, and fuch. as are enumerated in .the ad of 
the 19th of His prefent Majefty. 

7. The a6t 13 and 14 Char. II. ch. 11, provides, that no fhip arriving, from 
parts beyond the fcas, in the port of London, fhall be more than ,three days 
m coming from Gravcfcnd to the place of difcharge, without touching ot 
fbying at any wharf, quay, or other place adjoining to either fliore, between 
Gravelend and Chefier quay, unlefs apparently prevented by contrary winds, 
&c. or other juil impediment under apenajty on the matter or lool. 

But as it frequently happens that vcflels engaged in illicit trade pafs rapidly 
by Grave fend, without permitting, the officer to board ; and that the mafier 
or crew, when haled by the officers, make falfe anfwers to the queflion^^ which 
are put :. 

• It is propofed to your Committee, that the mafter of every fhip or vellel ihouid 
be made liable to the like penalty of lOol, if the faid mafter, when paffingby^ 
Gravefend, fhall not bring his vefTel to, in order to receive the officers oa 
board accqrding to the ancient ufage j unlefs ^i the inflance of large vcfTels, 
apparently prevented by flrong winds and tide ; —and that the mailer of every 
fliip or vefTel fhall be fubjed to the like penalty, for giving or making a £die 
anfwer {though verbally) to anjr queition put to him by any officer of the 
cufloms, in the execution of his duty, touching the name of fuch veflel, or 
the place .or places where the cargo was taken on board. 

And the latter regulation is recommended to be general, in order to counteraft 
a fimilar abufe, which prevails in other parts of the kingdom. 

8. And in order to prevent the depredations upon the public revenue, which 
are pradifed by the officers and crews of fhips arriving from the £afl Indies^ 
a? well by the conveyance of the private trade to Dunkirk, and other places^ 
in cutters, which attend the arrival of the, Indiamen in the Channel, as by 
other modes defcribed in our Firfl Report ; it has been fuggefled to your Com* 
mittee, That a reward of double pay fhould be offered to any fearaan who 
(hall give fufficient evidence of goods illicitly fent firom fuch mips, on their 
paflagc from St. Helena to the Hope ; — and that the Eafk-India Company 
fhould invariably order hoys to meet fuch vefTels on their anival in the Hope» 
and to take out every article of private trade, flridly preventing the com* 
munication of any boat, until this bufinefs is fully completed. ^ 

Whatever may be the fentiments of the Houfe, refpeding eligible expedieaU 
for preventing the prefent piratical prances at fea, and in the ports of the 
kingdom, the next objedt in fucceifion for confideatioa is the prevention oi 
illicit practices upon the fhore. 

Vol. XIV. F f 9. B/ 
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9. Bv 2,& 9 Geo. II. ch. 35, perfons lurking, waitinj^, or loitering, mtkin 
live miles from the fea coafts, or any navigable river, and with apparent in- 
tent to be aiding and affiftingin the running, landing, or carrying' away anj 
prohibited or unciiftomcd gocSs, arc, on an information before a jufticc, liabte 
to be apprehended and punifbed. — But, it being impradticable to obooB 
foch warrant from a juflice in the night, the time when perfons of tlm de- 
cription chiefly aflcmblc ; 

It is propofcd to your Committee, That ofllicers of the cufioms and eacifc 
ana all perfons a6iing in their aid and aflillance, fhould be authorized (in ISks 
manner as they now are by a£t 19 Geo. III. ch. 69. refpedting the offences theft* 
in defcribed) to arreil and detain individuals, fo lurking as before mentioned, 
or making any fort of (ignals, by firing or otherwife, on the fea coalb, unlcfs 
for fome legal purpofe, and to convey them before a juftice of the peace 
iQliding near to the place ; who fhall, if he Ihall fee caufe, commit fuch in- 
dividuals to the next county jail, there to remain without bail, or oblige 
them to enter into a recognizance with fureties, for their appearance at the 
next general Quarter fcffions. 

10. The aA 8 Anne, ch. 7, extends to the forfeiture only of horfes and 
carriages, adwally made ufc ot in the conveyance of prohibited or uncufioroed 
goods : — but, as it is notorious that numbers of horfes and carriages are waiting 
On the fea coafls, and of late even in the day as well as night time, for the 
manifefl purpofe of conveying away whole cargoes of fmuggled goods ; 

J It is propofed to your Committee, That the officers of the revenue ihould 
be impowered to feize all horfes and carriages found waiting within a limited 
dlftance of the fea coafts, apparently with an intent to convey away prohibited 
or uncuftomed goods ; and to profecute fuch horfes and carriages to condem- 
nation in a fummary way, before any two of His Majefty's JuiHces of Ae 
Peace refiding near the place of feizure. 

The Commiffioners of the Cufloms have alfo reprefented the expediency of 
a claufe, impowering two of His Majefly's juftices of the peace to determine 
upon feizures of horfes, cattle, and carriages, ufed in removing tobaccoi to- 
bacco fblks, and fnuff, or other goods contrary to law. 

1 1 . Exclufive of thefe propolitions, there arc other obvious meafures cf 
coercion which depend rather upon the Executive Power than on any new 
provilions to be recommended to the Legillature : — fuch as the ftadonine and 
co-operation of the velfels employed by the Admiralty as well as the Cuftoms, 
fo as to form a water guard in a regular line of communication ; and alio the 
arrangement and difpofition of the troops which are quartered near to the Ihore, 
and upon the different points of the coaf^, or in the neighbourhood ; in which 
it is particularly important to preferve the men, as much as pofiible, fiora too 
frequent or too long an intercourse with the inhabitants of the ooafk. Improre-' 
^ents in the internal police of the kingdom, and meafures for fecuring the 
avenues to the capital, may alfo be flated among the beft methods of preventioD. 
'And to this head too may be referred the expediency of occafional vifitincm 
from one or more Commiffioners of each of the revenue boards, to the fevend 
colledions of the kingdom fubjedt to their cognizance and control ; —this 
meafure, if well and diligently executed, would open new lights, and tend 
much to the corredion of abufes: -—fuch a plan was formerly in agitanoo, 
when the prefent plan of general furveys was adopted. 

4 
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12. In order to prerent certain frauds (defcrlbed in the Second Report of 
your Committee) pra6Hfed by (hort traders from Holland, and other foreign 
parts, it is propofed by the Engliih Commiffioners of the Cuftoms, That no 
prohibited or uncuftomed goods whatfoever, which Ihall be imported or 
brought into Gr^at Britain, in any (hip or vefTel of lefs burthen than on« 
hundred tons, fhalj be entered or reported for exportation ; but that fuch as 
,sire prohibited (hall be liable to forfeiture, and fuch as are cuflomable, to the 
pa> ment of the proper duties. 

13. The Englifli Commiffioners of the Cuftoms farther recommend a daufe, 
giving pow^r to their officei-s to feize'tea removed contrary to a6l ar Geo. IIL 
chap. 55, and other fubfequent a6h ; and alfo the boats, horfes, and carriages, 
employed in fuch removals ; fimilar to what is given by thofe slAs to the of- 
ficers of excife. 

14. It appears impoffible to provide better laws than are already in force, to 
'^efinun the gangs 0/ armed men engaged in defrauding the revenue ; nor can 

their daiing practices be radically removed, or effectually checked, otherwiffli 
than by fruflrating the attempts to land goods, or by lowering the duties, fo as 
to make the temptation no longer adequate to the riibuc, 
• With refpedt to the firft of thefe obje6ts, your Committee have ftated all 
that they have been able to colledt; the other will 0|>en a great field for 
difcuffion, of which your Committee will take farther notice in the courfe of 
this Report. 

I c. The encouragement given to illicit dealers, by the abufe of permits and 
certificates, is the next obje?b of confideration. Your Committee have already 
ftated, in their two preceding Reports, the extcnfive mifchiefs refulting froni 
that abufe j to remedy which, the Commiffioners of Excife have fuggefled, 
That every dealer in tea or fpirits, in town or country, who may have occafion 
to fend out of his Hock more than fix pounds of tea, or twenty gallons of fpirits* 
and to a diflance more than twenty miles from his refidence, ihall take out a 
• permit, wherein Ihall be expreiTed the conveyance by which the goods are to 
go, with the quantity and quality thereof; as alfo the defcfiption and number^ 
and marks ot the packages ; the parcel, accompanied with the permit, to he 
directed to the officer of excife upon the road neareft to the place of the refi- 
dence of the perfon to whom fuch j)arcel is configned. The excife officer, 
after examining the package and permit^ to counterfign the permit, and deliver 
the goods to the perfon to ifhom they are fent, who, if he is a dealer, cannot, 
by this regulation, ^obtain credit for any tea or fpirits but fuch as a6hially cam^t 
into his flock accompanied with a regular permit ; the identity and fhrength of 
the fpirits to be altvays decided by the hydrometer. TJiis regulation, apply- 
ing only to qiun titles exceeding fix pounds of tea, .and twentv gallons of 
foirits, going beyond the diftancc of twenty miles, cannot, in any oegree, affcd 
tne fmall retail commerce. 

And the Commiffioners obfervc. That the a£l of the 2 2d of his prefent 
Majefly, prohibiting any tea, except returned tea, under certain regulations, 
from being brought from the country to London ; and alfo prohibiting more 
than twenty pounds from being removed at one time, and by one conveyance, 
from any one perfon in the country to another, and confining the hours of ita 
paffing, was a much greater reflraint upon trade. 

As there is an excife office in moft of the confiderabte towns through which 
ftage coaches and waggons pals, the inconvenience to traders will be little felt-ti^ 

F f 2 where 
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-—where fuch offices are wanting they fhould be eftablifhed, the increafe of the 
revenue will juftify the expcnce. 

For the convenience and information of traders, the Conuniflioncrs of Excift 
mav be direded to deliver printed lifts of all the excife officers in Englaod, 
and their refpedtive refidences, to every dealer, gratis. 

As the dealer can, by this regulation, obtain- no illegal credit^ forged and 
altered permits wild be hereby rendered totally ufelefs to him ; for however 
the goods may be protedted in tranfitu^ yet they cannot be received into ftuck 
until the permit has undergone an examination at the office of excife, and 
been counterligned by the officer ; who, if he has caufe to doubt the faimefs 
of the tranfadion, may ftop the goods till he has informed himfelf, from the 
chief office at London, or from the place whence the goods are pretended to 
be fent, whether fuch permit was aaually granted, and for the quantity cx- 
prefled therein. 

In fupport of the regulations here recommended with refpe«5t to permits, 
your Committee think it right to obfcrve. That they coincide in many particu- 
lars with what has been fuggefted on the fame fubjed by other Boards of re- 
venue, and by experienced and vvell-meaninj^ individuals. 

1 6. In order to encourage the difcovery of frauds, it is recommended by the 
Gommiffioners of Excife, That every informer (hould be allowed the full value 
of his moiety of the feizure, or the penalty, and fhould be paid within a 
limited time :~the dedudtions and delays attending the prefent fyftem, are great 
difcouragements. 

17. The fame reafoning which makes certainty apd diipatch expedient to 
promote informations, will apply alio to the enforcing or penalties ; which 
will operate more effedually than they are at prefent found to do, if the fine 
and imprifonment in the feveral inftanccs were fettled and decided, and the 
prai^ce of mitigation leffeaed, as alfo the practice of compounding profecutioDS, 
and the more pernicbus cuftom of compounding for feized ye&ls, under an 
appraifed value. 

Your Committee cannot clofe this head, without obferving, That the Eng- 
liffi Commiffioners of Excife have mentioned the prefent ftate and efUblifhroent 
of their own fummary jurifdii^ion as well deferving an entire revifioa, in order 
to form confiderable changes for the more efle^tual difcharge of their duty, 
and for the general advantage of the public. 

18. The facility which illicit traders derive from the collufions of the in- 
ferior revenue officers will alfo merit a very ferious attention, ' Thofe collufions 
operate witli regard to the running of goods in remote parts of the coail, and 
in port ; and occafionally to the allowances made upon the quays at, the time 
of the difcharge, in weight, gauge, and raeafure ; and alfo in the whole bufi- 
jiefe of feizures, clandeftine compofitions, connivances, and other prances 
in the internal management. From the infirmity of human nature, it is ira* 
poffible to fuppofe that fuch collufions can be totally prevented ; but die Scotch 
Commiffioners of the Cuftoms are of opinion, that much benefit in this parti- 
cular would refult from a total abolition of fees, gratuities, and reward^, of 
every denomination, and from an increafe in the falaries, which in many in* 
flances are inadequate to the maintenance of the officers. Several of the 
Revenue Boards concur in opinion, that the good efFeds to be expe^ed from 
fuch an arrangement would amply re-pay the expence to be incurred thereby, 
as tending b^th to fe<;ur? the integrity of the inferior officers,, and to add to 

their 
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their zeal. The Scotch Commiffioners add, That in cafe the plan for fubfH* 
• tuting falancs i;i lu&u of fees ftiould not be adopted, it would contribute to the 
fccunty of the revenue, to render their officers independent of the traders, hy 
giving them the like remedy for enforcing payment of their fees as the officers 
of the port of London claim. XWy refer, on' this fubject,. to an order of the 
Houfi^ of Commons, dated the 17th of May, 1662, and recommend that 
the feea ihould be fuch only as have been eftabUliied by cuflom at the refpc^ftivc 
ports, and are not forbidden by law. 

19. It has alfo been fuggefted to your Committee, as a meafure which mi?]|i: 
tend to fecure the revenue* and prote6t the fair trader, That perrons dealing 
in any of the great articles of confumption fubjedt to expife or cudoras^ 
Ihould be obliged not only to take out a licence annually, but alio togjte bondy 
and find proper fecurity, that th^ will not, dire6tly or indircdly, be concerned 
in fmuggliug, or in endeavouring to evade the duties impofed on the faid 
articles. How far this regulation is practicable, without expofing ti>de to 
great embarraiTment, your Committee will not decide ; but they mention the 
fubje<5t merely as a fuggcftion to your Cominittee from more than one refped-* 
able quarter. » 

20. It is a remark of the Scotch Commiffioners of the Cuftoms, That 
** all prohibitions may be cohiidered as introductions to clandeftine trade ; for 
as they generally extend to fuch articles as are in great eftimation and repute^ 
it follows, that, if fuch cannot be had legally, attempts will be made to pro* 
cure them clandeftinelv ; if, therefore, fuitable duties were to be fublHtuted 
in the room of prohibitions, it. would evidently tend to the advantage of 
the revenue." 

Your Committee are aware that this idea, however founded in a wife prlrf- 
ciple, both of trade and revenue, cannot be generally adopted, without in- 
convenience to fome popular branches of manufacture : —they conceive, how« 
ever, that the great extent which has gradually been given to prohibitions mar 
well dcferve the conlidcration of the Houfe, as being one great inducement 
to the illicit pra6tices ; and they have accordingly fubjoined, in Appendix^ 
No. T, a table of all goods prohibited to be imported or exported. 
: Under this head it may not be immaterial to advert alfo to the opposite 
frflem of bounties, which, when given, without due confideration, to un*- 
deferving or hopelefs objeCls of encouragement, are not to be confidered as a 
mere unavailing expence, the mifchief of which is confined to the quantum 
of the fi^ms paid; — bounties in general are open to frauds, and in many iii^ 
fiances operate to the fupport of illicit trade. 

A table of all the eximng bounties is fubjoined in Appendix, No. 2. 

21. The Scotch Commiffioners of the Cuftoms obferve, That by the aft$ 
S Anne, ch. 15, and 5 Geo. I. ch. 11, bonds given for the exportation j>f 
certificate goods to Ireland, muft not be delivered up, nor any drawback al* 
lowed for any goods, till a certificate, under the hands of the Colle^r and 
Comptroller, and Surveyor of the Cuftoms, or any two of them, of fome port 
in Ireland, be produced, teftifying the landing thereof ; fuch bonds to be with 
condition to produce fuch certificate in fix months from the date thereof : *- 
but that this regulation being confined to goods entitled to drawback, it feemt 
proper that it (hould be extended to all goods entitled ta any bounty or 
^lowance whatever upon expoitation to Ireland. 

22.lt 
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22. It has been recommended to. your Committee by the fame Board, for 
the accommodation of trade» That all high-duty goods be allowed to be ware- 
houfed at importation in warehoufes to be provided to the fatisfa6tk>n of the 
proper oflScers, at the importer's expence, and under the joint locks of tkc 
King and proprietor ; fubje(5k only to the payment of duties- for the fs&ne 
when taken out of the warehoufe for home confumption ; and that, if taken 
out for exportation, the fame be delivered free of all duties whatever: but 
if not taken out, for home confumption or exportaion, within three years^ the 

rdf to be fold for fatisfadHon of the home-confumption duties, and the refidue 
the produce, if any, to be paid to the proprietor of the goods; — no 
allowance robe made for any dimmution of the goods warehoufed, by what* 
ever means fuch diminutions may have happened, nor any drawback allowed 
titer the goods have been taken out for home confumption, and the duties once 
fatisfied. It is alfo propofed. That each delivery of goods from the warehoufe 
fhould be of fufficicnt cjuantities for the accommodation of the officers, who 
would otherwife be fubjedt to great hardfhips by the neceffity of too frequent 
attendances. — Were leave thus given to the merchants to warehoufe goods, 
and to take the fame from the warehoufes for exportation, free of duty, great 
temptations to fraud would be efFecStually removed : — under the prefent fyftem 
much diftrefs frequently arifes from the want of ready money to fatis^r the 
duties at the time of importation, and various artifices are made ufe of to obtain 
drawbacks fraudulently ; by which there can be no doubt that the revenue 
fu^rs confideably, probably more than it gains by the fums retained at prefent 
for goods intended to be exported. 

Your Committee will iUu (Irate this reafoning by the following^ remark : — 
We will fuppofe the grofs receipt of the cuftoms upon any particular fpecies 
of goods to De jo,oool. and the drawbacks to be 20,000, — the real gain tp 
the revenue will be only 30,0001 ; the merchant, however. Is obliged topay 
down the whole 50,000!. — and though afterwards, on exporting a certain 
proportion of the goods, he receives back 20,oool, he muft in the mvan time 
€ilimate the intereft of the grofs Aim ; -^^ and the intereft of the ao»oool. muffc 
cither be charged in the foreign markets, to which he will confequently go 
with a difadvantage ; or it will be charged on the proportion fold for home 
confumption, whereby the public is fruitlefsly burdened, and the temptation to 
clandefline trade increafed. 

Your Committee cannot difmifs thefe j^cneral confiderations, without recom- 
linending fuch meafures as may be neceHary to affift in fimplifying and confb- 
lidating the feveral branches of the cudoms, and in reforming the Book of 
Rates. It might be thought a digreilion from the immediate objeftof enquiryi 
if any detail of thofe meafiircs were attempted : your Committee therefore will 
«mlyadd. That the encouragements to which merchants are entitled, the duties 
to which they are fubjed, and the penalties to which they are expofpd, ought 
not to be involved in a cloud of complicated materials, and abftrufe fcience ; 
ftnd that the interefls of the revenue, as well as of trade, will be benefited by 
the reform recommended in this fe<^ion. 

24. The great and infallible remedy towards the prevention of frauds againfl 
the revenue is, undoubtedly, to be fought only in the reduction of duties : — 
It is natural that the increafe of fmuggling fhould bear a proportion to the 
temptation. The profits prefented to adventurers, by the high duties upon tea, 
Cmreign fpirits, and tobacco, certainly gave birth^ and give fupport, to the 

expeniive 
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expenfive and piratical fyftcms under which the fmugglers have lately a6ted. 
All that can be faid on this fubjedt is too obvious to be dated.; — ^it is poffibJc> 
that the event of fome of the high duties being lowered, the revenue would be 
finally benefited, and it is certain that the fmuggling pradures would be dimini-. 
Ihed, at leaft as to the particular articles afFeded by thole duties ; — it is equally 
certain, that fuch a diminution- would collaterally be attended with many ad- 
^ vantages to the public ; but the experiment is of fuch delicacy in refpe£t to 
public credit, and of fuch rifque and magnitude in cv'ery point of view, that your 
Committee cannot be expected to give precife opinions rcfpecting- it They 
will attempt however to illuftrate it, in difcufiing the means of prevention 
as applicable to the revenue arifing from Tea. It is very certain, that, 
whilil the temptation is allowed to remain in full force, no permanent relief 
is to be expected, either from the deftrudion of the inllruments of mifchicf, 
or from feverities exercifed againll individuals who ufe thofe inflruments. 

TEA. 

25. This articl/s is fo eafiljr adapted to clandeilinc conveyance, is'fo highly 
taxed here, in proportion to its prime coil upon the Continent of ^Europe, and 
is at the fame time, of fuch general confumption in this kingdom, that it may 
be confidered as the chief fupport of that combined fy ftcm of force and fraud 
which is employed with fo much fucccfs aguinft our revenue. The firift: queftion, 
then, which prcfents itfelf in this part of our enquiry, is, whether if the 
whole duties upon tea, payable both to cufloms and excife, were taken oft, 
the revenue dependent on this article of taxation would not be compenfated by 
the re fu king advantages ? Such a raeafure would undoubtedly deprive the fmug* 
glcr of the principal inducement to his pradices, fo injurious to fair trade and 
regular commerce, fo pernicious to the manners and morals of the people,* 
and fo deftrudtive of all good government ; — in it« confequences it would, 
alfo prove an effedual relief to the Eail-India Company, and would be peculiarly 
well timed, as no lefs than twenty fliip? are expedW to arrive, within a fliort 
period, froni China ; and as it is cfiimated that above twenty millionsof pounds 
of tea ipay be in the Company*s warehoufes, unfold, previous to the next Sep- 
tember fale. The future and permanent advantages accruing from fivch a 
meafure, both to that Company and to the general navigation of thefe king- 
doms, and alfo by retaining a very confiderable fumj which is now annually 
remitted to the continent of Europe, are too obvious to be defcribed. 

It feems reafonablc to prcfumc, that, under fuch a plan, the tea legally 
confumed in 'Great Britain, and her dependencies, would not be lefs than 1 5 
millions of pounds annually ; at prefent it is rather lefs than fix millions of 
pounds. The legal import of tea, upon fuch an alteration, would employ 38: 
large (hips, and about 4,500 feamen conibrntly in the China trade, inflead of 18 
fmall^r ihips, and about 2,000 feamen^ 

Your Comfnittee ought, liowevcr, to remark, that thefe important and ex- 
tenfive objects will be equally attained without incurring a rifque fo much be- 
yond what the general itate of \he revenue and public i^redit can bear, if any 
equitable and produ^ive fubiHtute can be found for the prefent tax upon tea ; 
or if it can be fufficiently afcertaihed that a confiderable redudion ot' t^e tci^ 
duties would be <:ompenfated to the revetiue, by extending the legal import 
and confumption of that commodity. With refptd to the 1ii;ft of thofe alter- 

atiom? 
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ations, it has been fuggeftcid to your Committee* That, if an account wot 
taken of all houfcs in the kingdom' liable to the window tax, which confume tei 
(and there are few of that dcfcription in which tea is not confumed), the 
prefent produce of tl}e tea duties might be afTefled and rated upon the windonrs 
of fuch houfcs. The management of the window tax is fo well arranged and 
fettled, that fuch a plan, it not liable to other objections, would at leail haye 
the advantage of bemg executed eafily, and without expence. From other 
calculations on this fubjeCt, which have been laid before your Committee, it 
u propofcd^ that each houfe inhabited, and charged with window tax, as 
by the pablilhcd lift, be alfo charged in the following proportions, per 
aiiuuiu: 



1 
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The following {latement will fbew the advantage arifing to thofc whofc lioufcs 
would be thus taxed, in lieu of culloms and excife : 

Prices of Tea at the Company's fales, on an average of ten years, from March 
1773 to September 1782, incluiive, difcount dedudted, out of which the 
Company paid the cudoms. 

Bohca. Congou. Souchong. SInglo. Hyfbn. 

2 4*9perlb.4 388perlb.5 2S5perlb.4 2**perlb.$ 53fpcrli. 
Excifcon the fame, 
paid bytl\e buyers I ti39 2 69 3 2io3 4. 26S» 3 io7* 
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(umer - ^ 2 7'«perlb.4 48 9 per lb. 4 9** per lb. 3 6«3pcrlb.6 8^3 per ]k 

Afamily living in a houfe under 7 windows, charged with the Saved as aboyc £. s. i.» 

' wxndow^tax, may be fflimated to confume — 10 lbs. of Bohca, 2 7 pbr lb. or i 510 

Dedu^l tax on the houfe — — o io 6 



Clear gain per annum by this plan — — o 15 4 

2>4io 4it«o 7 to 10 windows ■ ■ 15 lbs. ofBohea, 2 7 per lb. or 11 8 9 

Dedjft ta^ on the houfe •>- ..^ 9 16 o 

S^ved hy the houfckecpcr — -i^ 129 
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Ditto ditto 12 to 13 Windows, 8 lb. Congou and Singlo tt 3 1 1 per lb. or in 4. 
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Ditto ditto 20 Windows and upwards, 24 lb. Hyfon at 6 8 per lb. or 8 o a 

^ Dcdu£t tax on the houfe >!-«i .-« 3 10 o 

• ii • I II 
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In the rcfult, the whole family within fuch houfes would purchafe their tea 
at about one half of the prefent legal price ; — and even thoie who fmug^le it 
at prefent, would, in that event, have it much cheaper, and without fraud;—- 
fervants, and the lower clafs of people, would h^yc tea free frohi duty. Ex- 
clufive of the various advantages already fpecified, there would be a confider- 
able flving in the charges of colledtion per annum, and it would alfo remain 
to be confidered, whether a.feparate tax might not reafonably be impofed on 
tea-gardens, taverns, coffee-houfes, and inns. 

If, however, a mere red\i6ition in the tea duties would fufficiently guard the 
revenue,, by making it impoffible for tlie foreign Companies to allow to the 
fmuggler a profit adequate to his rifque, the whole of this operation would 
be much facilitated. It, for example, one fourth part of the prefent duties might 
fafely be left chargeable upon teas, and it might be expeaed, that double the 
quantity of wh%t is now legally imported would hereafter pay duty ; it would 
" then only be neceflSiry to find a fubftitute for one half of the revenue which at 
prefent arifes from the tea duties. If the fame efFe£l might be expe6led by 
reducing the duties to one half of what they are at prefent then it woul# be 
unneceffiiry to find any new duty in aid of fuch redui^op. And in all thefp 
propofitions it well delerves remark, that the revenue, and the public intereite 
in general, will be much benefited collaterally, by the great check ' fuch - an 
operation would give ta the whole fmuggling fyftem. Your Committee have 
thought it their duty to fuggeft thefe great confiderations to the Houfe, 9f 
Yql. XIV, Gg defcrving 
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deferving a ferious difcuffion. Similar reafonings will attach upon other pdnd^ 
pal articles of revenue to be fubfequently flated. 

The Scotch Commiffioners of Excife fuggeft, with a view to checking the 
internal fmuggling of tea ; — ift.That all tea fent out of London (except in the 
original package in which it was imported by the Englifh Eaft-India Com-i 
pany) fhallbc fubjedlto the regulations, with refpeA to packages and permit^ 
provided, as to all other placesj by the ftatute 22 Geo. III. ch. 68,-r-.2dly. 
That, in order to check the running of great quantities of tea, in parcels under 
fix pounds weight, no tea, exceeding two pounds weight, fhall be removed from 
one place to another without a permk.— 3dly. For the purpofe of difcovering 
and preventing the fubftitution and removal of fine fmuggled tea, under permS 
for coarfe tea (which has become a very common pradtice, and which the 
power given by the adt 21 Geo, III. ch. 55. fc6t. 25. to take, and pay for a 
fample, has not put a ftop to), it is propofed that officers of Excife ihall be 
obliged by law to diflinguifh, in their account of Itock, and in permits, the 
particular quality of the tea, fuch as, whether it is fine, ordinary, or coarfe j 
and alfo that in permits they mention the kind and number of the packages 
containing tea :— rand here they coincide much with what is recommended by 
the Englifli Board of Excife for the general r,egulatioh of permits. 

There is another circumftance which the Scotch Commiffioners ^hhik |^| 
tended to facilitate and conceal the fmuggling of teas in that part of the king- 
dom, viz. the great number of entered and licenfed dealers in that commodity 
who keep but fmall flocks, which are as conftantly fupplied by fmuggled teas 
brought in without permit, in fmall quantities, as the old flock is decreafed 
by a retail without entry. This fraud the Commillioners are of opinion might 
be very much corrected, if the fum'to be paid for a licence to retail tea (which 
now is only 5s. 6d.) were made larger, fo as to bring in a revenue equal to the 
prefent amount on that branchy although the number of dealers fhould thereby 
be diminifhe4 ; which for the reafon above affigned, they cannot think would 
J)e produdlive of any lofs. 

TOBACCO. 

26. The abufes in this article^ which are mentioned, in the Second Report, 
as refulting froip the . allowance of lolb. weight per hogfhead, free of duty, 
given by the a6t 24 Geo. II. to the importer for wafle of tobacco ; and alfo 
from a pradHce of drawing the fample to the amount of more than'iolb. per 
bqgftiead, before the tobacco is weighed ; were flated with a reference to the 
Scotch Revenue, and acknowledged, by many refpedlable importers and ma- 
jiufa6lurers of tobacco, to prevail m that part of the kingdom : — in the prefent 

ilate of the carrying trade, luch pradices are no longer of great importance. 

The geneftil means of prevention already recommended are all applicable to- 
wards the fecuring this branch of revenue, and mofl efpecially the reform 
propofed in the great abufe of licences and certificates. The duties, however 
upon this article, like thofe upon tea, are fo enormous, in proportion to iti 
prime coft and intrinfic value, that it mull be expeded to continue a principal 
article of illicit trade. 

WINES. 

27. It appears in the Firft Report of your Committee, that fince the ad- 
^tional duties took place upon this great article of revenue, the quantity annu- 
ally 
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ally imported has decreafed from 14,600 tons to ^ 2,300 ;-«- and, under the 
fyflem of taxation which the neccflities of this ^country require, it may be 
apprehended that the illicit introdtiftion of wine will continue very prejudicial 
to the revenue* 

tt has been fuggefted to your Committee, That fomie Security mi^ht be 
derived, if a ilamp, checked and numbered, were placed upon all pipes of 
wine which have regularly entered and paid the duties. 

It would certainly be an effectual prevention of frauds, both as to wine* 
and other taxable articles of confumption, if an account of (lock cbiild be kept 
with the confumers ; but your Committee truft that the neceflities of the ftate 
will never be fuch as to call for a fyftem repugnant to the fpirit of freedom,! 
and confident with the principles of this conftitution. 

The Scotch Commimoners of the Cuftoms obferve, That enormous frauds 
are, carried on (particularly in the article of wine) under an abufe of 
what is called credit for gooas imported. — It is to be obf^rved, that when A 
merchant imports goods, he has credit for the quantities in the Cuflom Houfe 
books, until exhaufted by ^oods exported, or fent coaftwife ; and till the adt of 
the laft fefiion, ch.76. (which enacted. That after the ift September 1783, no^ 
wine, in a hogfhead or other caflc, iliould be removed, either by land or by 
water, from any port in Great Britain, ngt being within the limits of thd port 
of London, to any other place in the fame kingdom, without a certificate of 
the payment of the duties) no dedu6tion could pc made, on account of wine 
confumed in the port or place of importation, or of wine conveyed by land 
to be confumed in other places ; the confequence of which has been, that 
fmuggled wine, of every denomination, has been paiTcd in great quantities 
under falfe credit, to the great lofs of the revenue, and the injury of the fair 
trader. The evil, though leflened in fome meafure by the above law, is far from 
being deftroycd ; for the fraudulent trader, taking advantage of the words of 
the law, and the pra6tice founded thereupon, removes his wine in bottles, 
packed with ftraw in bags or facks (very common packages in Scotland for 
liquor in bottles) and by this means evades the law which is confined to the 
removal of wine in a hogfhead, or other cafks* — The Commiilioners therefore 
recommend (as the only effedlual remedy that occurs to them for the evils 
proceeding from the credit given to merchants from fuch imperfe6t ftatements) 
That wine, and other cuftomable goods fubje6l to high duties, be taken 
into ftock ; and that the importers diereof, and the traders therein, be obliged 
to keep, regular books of the receipt and difpofal of all fuch goods, fubje6t to 
the infpeftion of the ofiicers of the revenue as they Ihall fee occafion ; and «that 
fuch goods be not allowed to pafs from one place to .another without a paffing 
permit from the proper officer; it being impoffible, they apprehend, ta 
eftablilh a fufficient check by any other method. It feems to be alfo proper, 
that all dealers in fuch g6ods (hould be obliged to take out licences, under a 
high penalty. 

W ith refpeft to the import of wine, the Scotch Commiflioners advife. 
That it (hould not be periiitted to be imported in any veffel of lefs burdea 
than 100 tons, on pain of forfeiture of the wine and (hip : half to the King^ 
and half to the officer feizing and profecuting the fame : and this is fimilar to 
the regulations prefcribed by adt 5 Geo. I. ch« 43. fedt 27, refpedling the 
import of fpirits, 

f Cgz FOREIGN^, 
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FOREIGN SPIRITS. 

aft. Great injuries refult from this article of fmuffpling, to the reTeDue, to 
cur Weft India trade, to the landed interefts, to the Britilh diftilleries^ and to 
the general wealth of the kingdom.— The meafures recommended in ibt fwe- 
going part of this report, are all applicable to this obje6t« 

BREWERY. 

29. Exclufive of the artifices by which fraudulent brewers elude the pty- 
jnent of the duty on beer, as particularly flated in the Firft Report of your 
Committee, there are other pradices of a different defcription, which may be 
confidered as fecondary ; and not with ftanding that man^ heavy penaldes, and 
a variety of reftridions, are provided by law for checking thofe artifices, yet 
they are carried on with fo much fecrecy and diipatch, as to elude the care awl 
vigilance of the moft active officers. 

The Commiffioners of Excife, therefore, as regulations in their opinion the 
moft probable to reftrain more effectually the practice of the fevend femdi^ 
propoie, 

That every Excife Officer, when he attends to furvey and takie account of 
the beer or worts of any common brewer, (hall be permitted to continue by 
night or by day, \n the brewhoufe, ftore rooms, or other places belongiuff to, 
or ufed by fuch brewer, without moleftation or hindrance, fo long as luck 
officer fhall judge neceflary, to prevent or detect fraudulent prances ; on 
pain, in cafe of refufal or other obftrudtion on the part of the brewery of 
iorfeiting lOoL 

The penalty inflicted on common brewers, viftuallers, &c. by an ai5l of the 
ift of William and Mary, ch. 24. fed. 11, for making ufe of any private or 
concealed ftorehoufe, cellar, or place for the laying off any beer, ale, or worts, 
being confined to calks only, the Commiffioners uibmit that the (aid penalnr 
be extended to fuch common brewers, vi<Sluallers, &c« who fhall make uie 
of any private or concealed ftorehoufe, cellar, or other place, for the laying 
off beer, ale, or worts, in tubs or any other vefTels whatever. 

That no common brewer Ihall be permitted to eredt, fet up, alter, enlarge, 
or make ufe of any ftore fat, vat, or ciftem, for the Drewing, making, 
or keeping beer or^ worts, without giving notice thereof at the €»ffice rf 
excife neareft to which his brewhoufe ihall be fttuate ; and that the officerr 
of excife fhall be permitted to gauge and afcertain the content of any fudi 
^ ftore ^ts, vats, or cifterns ; and fhall alfo, as often as they think neceflary, 
be permitted to gauge, take an account of, and tafte the beer or worts con- 
tained in fuch ftore fats, or vats, or cifterns, and alfo in any other ca& or 
uteniil, without lett or moleftation, on pain of incurring the penalties infli^bd 
for making ufe of an unentered guile tun, or hindering the officer from 
gauging* or taking account of the beer or worts contained in any entered 
uteniil. 

That ]f any common brewer ihall cleanie the whole or any part of a guile- 
of beer, into any calk, fat, or other veffel,^ to beer or worts of a former 
brewing, or of the fame brewing, which had not been gauged and taikeii an 
account of, or ihall mix any beer or worts with the whole or any part of fuch 
guile, either in or after cleanfing, before the officer fhall have taken an account 
Sf the ?::leanfed quantity of fuch guile^ the beer or woits> fo mixed with fuch 
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guile, ihall be deemed an increafe after length, and the brewer fubje(9:ed to 
the like penalty, and charge as for that offence. 

That if any common brewer ihall break in or mix any ftron^ beer or ale, 
left in the brewhoufe, of a former guile,, with beer or worts of a fucceeding 
guile, either before or after the length of fuch fucceeding guile be declared, 
fuch beer, fo broke in and mixed with the new guile, fhall be charged as beer 
newly made, or brewed ; but in cafe fuch breaking in or mixing be made in 
the prefence of an oiker, after the length of the new gv^ile fhall have been 
declared, the brewer fliall be permitted to lay his complaint ; and on pro6f 
being tnade, 6n oath, that the ftrong beer left of a former brewing had not 
been altered in its quality, between the time of charging and^that of its being 
broken into a fucceeding guile, and that the duty of iirong beer was twic« 
charged thereon, the brewer fhall be relieved of the fecond charge. And, 

That no common brewer fhall be permitted to keep any fmall beer after 
cleanfed, in the fame flore room, cellar, or other place, with fb-ong beer, ofi 
pain of ft)rfeiting forty fhillings for every barrel of fmall beer fo kept, and in 
proportion for a greater or lefs quantity. 

Thefe propofitiona for amending the prefent laws will, the Commiffioften 
ofExcifc prefume, if adopted, be found materially ufeful for the better fe- 
curity of the revenue arifing from beer and ale : and they beg leave to obferVe, 
that they are fuch as they apprehend will not be productive of any material 
refbraint or inconvenience to the fair trader ; fome of the regulations propofed 
being already obferved by many of the mofift capital common brewers. 

DISTILLERY. 

30. Your Comhiitteee will rcfcrve to a feparate Report fuch obfervations as 
they may be able to procure and digefl for the fecurity of this important and 
. produdive branch of revenue. — But, in the mean time, it may not. be im« 
material to mention the probable remedies which have been fuggefled by the 
Scotch Board of Excife on this fubje£l; more efpecially as ;hey are in many 
parts equally applicable to the abufes which prevail in this part of the king- 
dom. 

The Scotch Commiffioners propofe, ifl, That wherever a difHllery is erected 
in the country, and out of k town or village, where the officers of excife cannot 
have their refidcnce immediately adjoining, provifion fhould be made by 
law for the accommodation of the neceflary fnrveying officer or ofiicers, by 
obliging fuch difliller (under a high penalty) to furnifli him or them, fpr an 
adequate compenfation, to be fettled by the Commiffioners of Excife or juftices 
of the peace, with a houfe fit for his or their accommodation, or with ground 
on which fuch houfe may be built, in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
diftiUery ; and that, until fuch fufficient accommodation is provided, no entry 
of places or utenfils fhall be received, or held good or valid, from any fuch 
difliller. — 2dly. That officers of excife fhall have admittance to and continue 
in, every diflil houfe at all hourd of the night as well as by day, even with- 
out the prefence of a conflable, or other officer of the peace. — 3dly. That 
when an entered difliller Is found to have made ufe of a private or unentered 
place, orutenfil, for making or keeping wafh, low wines, or fpirits, hefhatt 
incur a much higher penalty than that impofed for that offence by the laws 
nowinforce^ which in one cafe is but 20 1 1 and' in the other but 50I ; a fum 

frequently 
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frequently lefs than the amount of the duties chargeable on the qoantitiet 
found concealed therein at one time. — ^th.That it be made felony, or iub}ed:to 
a very high pcnaltjr, for adiftiller to counterfeit the keys of, oi* feals on, any of 
the locks or failenings required by law, or to make ufe of, or have in hi$ 
poiTeifion, fuch counterfeit keys or feals. — jth. That, to prevent illicit 
working in the night time, and the deception of officers, certain hours be 
prefcribed within which diftillers can only legally charge their ftills ; and 
that a certain length of time be afcertained, within which their flills muflbe 
complcatly worked off, after having been opened by, and charged in theprefence 
of, the proper officer, agreeable to law— othcrwife a prefumptive new charge 
to be made. — 6th. That diftillers be obliged to charge^ their wafii ftills with 
wafti only, and without water to a certain content, according to. their dze.— 
7th. That the law fhall precifely define what arc to be deemed low wine feints 
and fpirit feints^ in contradiftinAion to low wines and fpirits, which only arc 
chargeable with duty. — 8th. That no diftiller, redifier, compounder, or 
dealer in fpirits, fhall be allowed (under a penalty and forfeiture) to reduce, 
even in the fight of the officer, his Britifh fpirits in (lock to a lower fh^ngth 
or quality than hydrometer proof. — And laftly, that officers of excife fhould by 
law be impowered to take account of the ftrcngth of Britifh fpirits in the ftocks of 
difHUers, &c. by the hydrometer or otherwiie, and to esprefs the fame as well 
as the kinds ana qualities thereof, in permits granted for their removal. 

Other expedients have been fuggeited, of a more fimple nature indeed, but 
too precarious to be rifqued without due confideration ; — fuch as, that a 
provifion fhould be adopted, rcfpe6Hng the diftillerles, fimilar to yrhzt has 
been praftifed in theglals manufadory, fince the 17th Geo. III. cap. 39 ; viz. 
That every time a wafh ftill is charged, a charge duty, equal to four fifths, 
or any other proportion of its contents, fliould be made againfl the trader, 
whatever quantity of wafh may have been put in ; — or (fetting afide at once 
every other method of charging this duty, by proportions from the wafh, or 
on the aftual quantities of low wines and fpirits produced) that an adequate 
duty in lieu of all the prefent duties fhould be impofed, by way of licence, to 
be paid annually for every ftill, according to its fize, at a fixed rate per gallon; 
which, it is faid, could be certainly afcertained, would be eafily levied, and 
with difficulty evaded ; while it would fave to the revenue the expence of 
many officers, and relieve the licenfed traders from every other refhidion 
of which they complain. — Of the propriety orfuccefs of thefe laft-mcntioncd 
fchemes, the Scotch Commiffioncrs of Excife are by no means certain. 

MALT. 

51. The principal frauds which prevail in the malting bufhieis arc dc- 
fcnbed in the Firll: Report. It appears difficult, if not impoffible, to frame 
laws adequate to the entire prevention of thofe frauds, without being grievous 
and oppreffive to the fair trader. But the Englifh Commiffioaers of Excife 
are of opinion, that the following propofitions, if adopted, might tend both 
to fecure and advance the revenue in this article ; viz. 

That every entered maltfter fliall be required to keep his ciflem or wetting 
fat in fuch a manner and place as that the officer may with certainty and due 
convenience gauge and take account of the corn or grain wetting therein ; 
and^ that in cafe any officer (ball lufpe£t that malt is privately making, or 

fraudulently 
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fraudulently liid or concealed in any place whatfoevcr, with intent to defraud 
the revenue, fuch officer, on obtaining a warrant under the hands of one 
juftice, of the peace, or two Commiffioners of Excife, fhall be imppwered to 
fearch for andfeize all malt found fo privately making, hid, or concealed'; 
and the- fame fhall be forfeited, and the offender fubjedled to a penalty of 
50I ;— the onus frohandi to lie on the defendant. 

CANDLES. 

32. The Board of Excife have alfo recommended the following amendmcnti 
in the laws refpedlng this manufacture ; in many of which they coincide 
perfedly in opinion with fome of the mofl reputable dealers, whom your Ccnn- 
mittee have examined ; viz. % 

That all makers of mould candles fhould be required to give notice in 
writing of the time they intend to begin each making, and expreffing in fuch 
notice the number and fize of the moulds they intend to fill and draw, and 
alfo the number of times they intend to fill and draw the fame in each making ; 
under the like penalties as the makers of dip candles are fubjed to by the a(i 
1 1 Geo. I. ch. '30. fed. 27. 

With refpeCl to the abufe of the indulgence to private perfons of com- 
pounding for the duties on candles, the Commiffioners do not forefee any 
remedy for that^ evil, other than wholly taking away the indulgence ; a 
meafure which, having been attended with beneficial eftetSls to the revenue in 
the inftance of malt, they beg leave to recommend. 

The Commiffioners of Excife alfo obferve, That the illicit praClices fvhich 
prevdl in the making and vending of wax candles, are in a great meafure to 
be attributed to the very high duties of excife on thofe candles made in 
England, and to the low duty of cuftoms paid on the importation of wax ; 
both which^ but mpre efpecially the former (which, including the 1 5 per cent, 
amounts to nine pence and a fra6lion per pound) operate very flrongly as an 
-encouragement to clandeftine makers-of wax candles, who not only carry on 
their fraudulent pradtices with great facility and little hazard of detedion, but 
^Ifo, by wholly evading the excife duties, can afford to fell wax candles at 
leaft eight pence per pound cheaper than the fair trader, with the additional 
. advantage of the retailer's profit : the Commiffioners arc therefore of opinion^ 
That lowering the duty on wax candles to three pence per pound, and im- 
pofing an additional duty of two pence per pound on ^11 wax imported inta 
this kingdom, will be for the advantage of the honefl trader, and hold out a 
fair profped of benefit to the revenue. 

The advantages propofed by this arrangement of duties, would, in the 
opinion of the Commiffioners, be farther fecured, if an additional duty were 
laid on fpermaceti candles, equal to, the fluty to which it is propofed to re- 
duce the duty on wax candles 5 and if the makers of wax and fpermaceti 
candles were obliged to take out an annual licence, fubjedl to the payment of 
five pounds, and the venders, of every defcription, a like licence, fubjedt to 
the payment of five fhillings ; the revenue, at the fame time, to retain upon 
exportation a part of the duty on all bleached wax. 

But the frauds in this branch of the revenue, under the management of 

the excife, being carried on chiefly in the night feafon, when the excife 

^flicer has no legal authority to enter without a peace officer, the Commiffioners 

• have 
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have given it a due attention ; and having confulted their moil experienced 
officers thereon, are of opinion, That although the foref;(Mn^. regulations 
may tend to check, they will not be effe6tual to fupprefs this evil, unlefs thtf 
officer of excife have power to enter, by night, the premifTes in which this 
manufacture is carried on, in the fame manner as they are now allowed by law 
to do in the manufacture of glafs. 

s a p E. 

33. The Commiffioners of Excife are of^opinion, upon the fiilleft con« 
iideration, that the principal and moit efficacious regulation, is the power of 
free accefs by the Excife officer, at all times, into the ent^ed premifes of the 
manufe6turer. — They therefore propofe, Firft," That the officers of excife 
ihould be permitted, both by night and day, to enter the workhoufe, and 
every other room or place ufed in the making or keeping fope, or materials for 
making the fame, in like manner as excife officers are by law authorized 
to enter and furvey the premifes of glafs makers. —Secondly, That no maker 
of fope fhall be permitted to have or keep any pipe or other conveyance, 
from onto any copper or pan made ufe of in the boiling or making of fope, 
cfxcept a pump or crane for the purpofe of taking out the fait or fpent lees, 
under the penalty of five hundred pounds.-— Thirdly, T'hat the cover and 
furnace door to any copper or pan fliall be kept locked and fealed down, at 
all times, except when at work, or opened for repairing, or for the infpedion 
of an officer, on forfeiture of one hundred pounds for opening without 
notice.— Fourthly, That no manufacture of fope be carried on in any place 
which (hall not be fituated in fome city or market town, or within the diftance 
of half a mile of fuch city or market town.— And, fifthly. That, for the 
more eflfeCtual deterring perfons from hindering or obftruCting any officer of 
excife, or peifon aCting in his aid, in the due execution of the powers given 
him by any law or laws of exciie, the penalty for that offence be increafed to 
iifty pounas. 

STARCH, 

^4. To prevent the frauds in this article, the Commiffioners of excife 
. propofe ; r irft, That the penaltv of fifty pounds, now infliCted by law on 
private ftarch makers, be increafed to two hundred pounds ; and that the 
lervants, or other perfons employed in fuch manufaaorjr be liable to the 
feveral penalties to which perfons employed in private diihlleries are now fub- 
jeCt by ad 23 Geo. III. ch. 70.^ — Secondly, That every ftarch maker fhall 
ipaufe his name at full length, with the addition of the words ^tf/r^ maker^ to be 
painted, in legible letters of at leaft three -inches in length, in the front of 
his manufactory, and over the door of his dwelling houfe, on penalty, in cafe 
pf negleCt, of one hundred pounds ; and that no ftarch fhall be removed 
pT carried, either by land or water, in any cheft, fack, or other package, ex?- 
ceeding the quantity of twenty-eight pounds, unlefs there be painted or marked 
oiy each fuch package, in legible letters of at leaft three inches in length, the 
Word farchy on forfeiture of all ftarch that fhall be found fo removing or 
carrying, together with the package, boat, veffeU cart, horfe, cattle, &c. 
employed in removing or carrying the fame.— Thirdly, That every perfon 
receiving into his cultody any itarch, exceeding the quantity of twenty-eight 
pounds, noj having the word fanb fo painted v marked on the package at 
I I aforcfaidi 
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•forefaid, (hall be fubjeft to a penalty of two hundred pounds.— And, fourthly. 
That no manufacture of flarch be carried on in anyplace which fhiiU not be 
fituated income city or market town, or within the diflance of half a mile of 
(uch city or market town* 

PAPER, PRINTED SILKS, CALLICOES, and LINENS. 

35. The abufes refpeding thefe feveral articles, which are mentioned in 
the Firft Report of your Committee, obvioufly prefent the remedies proper 
to be applied, ' • ^ 

COACHES, &c. A>fD SERVANTS. 

36. There appears to your Committee to be fome radical defeft in the 
management of thefe articles, the latter of which does not produce tlic moiety 
of what reafonably might be expcded, — Perhaps it was ouiginally inexpedient 
to commit the condu6t of voluntary taxes to excife officers, who have no 
authority to enforce them, otherwifc than by menacing profecutions.— If^ 
however, thefe branches of revenue are to be continued within the fame de- 
partment, It may tend to affift them, if every- entered carriage were required l!a 
have a (lamp plate with a number from the Excife Office, the lame to o^ placed 
in fome viuble part of fuch carriage ;— fuch a plate might be fixed fo as to 
give no offence in point of appearance; and the additional expence, if paid from 
the revenue, would be amply repaid by the prevention of frauds.— It would 
be a farther fecurity both to this duty, and to the tax onfervants, if aH perfons 
paying in the country diftridls were regularly to tranfmit the particulars of 
fuch payments to the Excife Office in London; th^t the whole might be 
kept alphabetically, and open to one view. — It would tend alfo to dif^ 
courage negledte and concealments, if the colle6tors within the fevcral dif- 
tridls were required to caufc lifls and particulars of the feveral payments to bo 
affixed, from time to time, to the doors ofthe refpedtive parilh churches. -i*- 
Some other amendments are^vanting in the fervants' tax, which are fufficicntly 
defcribed ia the Second. Report, 

SALT. 

37. The feveral frauds affefting this duty are ftated in the pirft Report of 
your Committee :— for the prevention of thofe frauds, it is fuggefled, 

That the allowances ibr the wafte of fait exported to Ireland and the Ifle of 
Man, of four hufhels for ever}' forty bufhels <^ white fait, and two bufliels for 
every forty bufliels of rock fait, there landed, fhould be reduced to two bufliel^ - 
for every forty bufhels of white fait, and to on« bulhel for every forty bulheU 
of rock fait, n 

That if, in addition to the oath direfted to be taken by 'every f!fliernian 
taking in fait on board his boat or veflcl, for the curing of fifh at fea or in 
fome harbour, port, or creek in Ireland, he was obliged to become bound, with 
fufficient fureties, in the fum of ten (hillings, payable to His Majefty, his 
heirs or fucceflbcs, for every bufhel of fait (reckoning fifty-fix pounds^ to the 
buihel) fo taken in or put on board his veiTel, duly to account-for the faid fait ; 
and within three months after the date of fuch bond, make it appear, to tho 
fathfa^tion of the officer takipg the bond that the fait was really and truly mad^ 

Vol. XIV- Hh ufc 
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ufe of ki curing of fifh, or was loft at fea, or relanded in Irelaad : and if thd 
miftakes in the thirty-third fe6tion of the Irifh a£t of the ^th year of His 
prefexit Majefty's rcign, cap. 16, were re6tificd, the commiflioriers of thelalt 
duties are of opinion, the taking in fait in Ireland, under pretpnce of its 
being defigned for foreign parts, but really intended to be landed in Great 
Britain might be prevented. 

That every perfon upon the borders, in whofe cuftody any Scotch fait fhall 
oe found, fhall be liable to the fame penalties as if he was the carrier or owner 
thereof, unlefs he fhall make it appear to the officer who fhall fci«e the fame, 
that it came by fea, and that the duties thereon had been paid : and if, in 
addition thereto, the officers were to be impowered to enter into the houfes 
and buildings of any perfon they may have juft caufe to fufpedk, inhabiting 
near the borders, to fearch for and feize all fuch fait, the Commiflioners appre- 
hend it would be the moft efieftual means of putting a flop to the pradtiee in 
future* 

That the feveral officers of excife, who are more generally difperfed through- 
out the kingdom than the officers of the fait duties, and now officially 
iurvey fopeboilers and othres, be empowered to feize all foul fait, under the 
circumftances defcribed in the Firft Report of your Committee, that fhall be 
found in the cuftody or pofFeflion of any fopeboiler, or other manufacturer ; 
with a penalty of twenty fhillings per bufhel on the perfon in whofe cuflody 
the fame fhal^) be found. 

In addition to this, and as fome remedy to what Is flated by the proprietors 
V)f the fait works in Scotland, thofe proprietors hav^ requefted your Com- 
mittee to recommend to the confideration of the Houfe, whether it would be 
expedient to impofe an additional duty upon rock fait exported from England 
to Ireland. 

HAWKERS AKD PEDLARS. 

. 38. The amendments of the laws refpeCting this branch of revenue arc 
fufficiently obvious from the particulars ftated in our Second Report. 

DRUGS. 

39* It has been reprefented to your Committee, That duties on drugs, 
manufactured and unmanufactured, would be more productive in general if 
they were lowered ;— • at prcfent it is fuppofed that a confiderable proportion 
X)i the drugs irpported from the Eaft Indies and from China, is exported to the 
continent of Europe for the drawback, in order to be afterwards re-landed 
clandeftinely in this kingflom, together with what can be fmuggled alfo from 
|he Danes, Sweeds, and Dutch. 

Your Committee, in purfuing the remedies applicable to the feveral frauds 
fvhich were ftated in their preceding Reports, have thought it fuperfluous to 
repeat here fuch means of prevention as were incidentally recommended in 
thofe Reports. 

Your Committee are not yet prepared to ftate all the meafures which may 
be^ expedient refpeCting the diftillery, which is a confideration of importance 
fs^ great difficulty. — They have been obliged alfo to poftpone all cminions 
iefj)eCting the means of fecuring . feveral branches of the revenue which are 
iubj^Ct to th« Commiffioners of Stamps. 

I Your 
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Your Committee, in drawing their inquiry towards ^ clofc, beg leave to 
remark, that whatever meafires may be adopted by the HoUfc upon the Re- 
ports which they have fubmltted, the fame fubjc6t may be relumed, with 
advantage to the public, by other fele6t Committees in a fubfequent^feflion;— 
iuch Committees to be appointed for the' purpofe of examining particular 
branches of the revenue. — In fome inftances, as in that of the tobacco trade, 
or the great and complicated bufinefe of the diftilkrie^, ample occupation 
may be given to a Committee, without extending the line of their inquiries 
beyond one object : — in others, it may be material to affign a more general 
inveftigation, as well to afcertain what relief may be given to fair traders and 
manufadurers, by the lowering of particular duties, without detriment to the 
revenue, a|id by other indulgences, as to trace and guard againft new fpecies 
of frauds, which muft be expeded fo long as the npcelfities of the country 
require the prefent iyflem of taxation. In a country fo 'circumftanced, the 
belt regulated plans that can be devifed will from time to time be found in- 
adequate, where the duties are high, the vigilance of thofe who arepurfuin|^ 
an illicit profit will ever be active a^d daring ; —the vigilance of thofe wh6 
are hired to refill illicit practices, feldom goes beyond a principle of duty, and 
often falls far fhort of that principle* . 

It is evident that in fo great ^ detail, and in fo extenfive a variety of fub- 
jedts, as have been comprehended in thefe Threp Reports, feveral errors may 
have found a place, as well through inadvertency, ^s' frqm mifinformation, 
and an imperfed knowledge of particulars :— . Your Committee truft and hope, 
however, that fuch errors will not be found of much importance,^ nor bd^likejy 
to miflead the Houfe. If what they have in general fiated ihall prove to be 
well founded, both as to the exifting practices, and the propofed means of pre- 
vention, any mift^kes, either in judgement or in expreflion, will be very mtit 
material ; thefe feveral Reports being tendered only as grounds of deliberation, 
and in no degree as dictating a fyflem of meafures, which connot be enforced 
to any advantage, but with the united fenfe and fupport of Parliament 

It remains for your Committee to cxprefs their hope, that in preventing 
the fmuggling practices in future, a full indemnity may be given forpaO: 
offences ; and that in reflraining the channels of fraudulent trade, means may 
be found to open new fources of honeft employment and fair commerce.— tic 
is the part of wifdom as well as of humanity,' to avoid driving to extreme 
diftrefs, or vc^untary banifhmcnt, a multitude of individuals, who, howerer 
combined againft the laws of their country, are, by their talents, fpirit, an^ 
>dtivity, peculiarly capable of becoming ufeful members of fociety. 
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TO THE 



THIRD REPORT. 



No. I. 



jfk UST of GOODS prpjxibited to be imported into, or exported from, Qjfeat 
Britain. . January x, 1782. 

GOODS prpbibitcd to be imported: 



BAND ftrings 

Books, Engl^fh, reprinted abroad 

Buttons of all forts ' 

Callicoes, muilins, or fhifis, made of 
linen yarn, or cotton wool only, or 
linen yarn and cotton wool mixed, 

s wherein ihall be wove in the warp, 
in the felvage only, through any' 
part of the length of the piece, one 
or more blue ftripcs of one or more 
threads 



Hhocolate, ready made 
ocoa pafte 
Coin (current) falfe or counterfeit tQ 

be uttered 
Cut work 
Embroidery 

Fringes of thread or filk 
Wire, card wire, or iron wire, for 
making of wool cards ' ' 



GOODS prohibited to be imported and ufed in Great Britian: 



ne lace of filk or thread, except 
thread lace made in Flanders 
Brafs, work made thereof. See gold 
Brocade of gold or filver 
Carabricks and French lawns 
Copper, work made thereof. See gold 
Eaft India wrough filks, bengals, and 
fluffs, mixed .with filk or herba, of 
the manufa6hire of Perfia, China, 
or Bad: India ; and CalUcoes printed 
painted, or dyed there 
Embroidery, See gold 
P^nnge, gold, &c. See gold, 
loves and mits of leather pr fiOs, 



Gold or filver thread lace, fringe,, or 
work made of Copper, brafs, or 
any inferior metal ; or gold or filver 
wire^ or plate, embroidery, or gpl4 
or filver brocade 

Lace of gold. See gold 

»<— - of thread or filk. See bone laces 

Mit& of leather or filk 

Neadle-work of filk or thread, except 

. Eaft India ; 

Popifh agni Dei, C|ofle«,pi6hires, beads, 
or fucb other fuperftitious things, 

■ ■ primers, ladies pialters, ma- 

nuals, rofariesi catechifms, mifals^ 



breviaries. 



! 
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brevkries, portals, legends, and liv^s 
of faints in any language ; and other 
fuperftitious books in the Britiih 
tongue 
Silk ribbands, laces, and girdles 
——wrought, except Italian crapes 
or tiffanies 



Siver thread lace, &c» See gold 

Stpckings, filk 

Stuffs mixed with filk or h«rba. 

Eaft India . ' 

Tobacco ftalks 
Velvets 



Vide 



GOODS prohibited to be imported for falc; 



Bits 

Cards for wool 

Cattle, great fheep, fwine, beef, pork, 
(except bacon) muttoft or lamb, ex- 
cept iix hundred head yearly from 
thelfleofManintoCheiler, Liver- 
pool, or Wirewater 

But cattle and falted provifions of 
and (rom Ireland, may be im- 
ported duty free 

Cauls made of filk 

Chapes 

Cheefe from Ireland 

Coin, falfe or counterfeit 

Daggers 

Bagger-blades . 

Girdles 

Handles for knives 

Harnefsy girdles, and horfe harneft 

Hilts 

Knive^ 



Locks 

Mutton. See cattle 
Pins ,1 

Points 

-Pork. See cattle 
Provifions. See cattle 
Pummels 
Rapiers 
Ribbands of filk only, or mixed widi 

other materials 
Saddles 

Scabbards and {heaths for knives 
Silk, wrought by itfelf, or with any 

other ^uff, in ribbands laces, girdles, 

corfes, cauls, corfes of tiliue) or 

points 
Stirrups 

Swine V See cattle 
Wire, card wire, or iron wlro, formak^ 

ing of wool card$ 



GOODS prohibited to be 'imported for fale without licence from His Majc|fty ; 



Ammunition 
Arms 



(Gunpowder 
War, utenlils of 



GOODS prohibited to be imported for fale by any perfons, except made and 
wrought in Ireland, or taken upon the feas, or wrecked; 

Cards for wool 
-Calkets 

Chaffing balls or difhes ' 

Chefs-men 
Cloaths, woollen 
Combs 
Corfes 
Daggers 
Diqe 



Andirons 

Balls, tennis 

Bafons, counterfeit 

Bells ; viz. facring bells 

Blanch iron thread j yoqat. white wire 

Bodkins 

Bofle§ for l?ridle5f 

firuflies 

Buikins 

CandleMcks, hanging 

Caps, woolen 

.pards, playing 



Drippingrpans 

Ewers 

Forccri 
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Fringes of dlk and thread 

Furs, tawed 

<^ley tiles^ ' See painted ware 

Girdlet 

Goloches^ or corks 

Gridirons 

Hammers 

l^arnefsy pertaining to faddles 

•— — for girdle* of iron, latten, ftcel, 
tin, or alkmine 

Hats ... 

Iron threstd ; vocau white wire 

Knives j vocat. wood knives 

Laces 

— of thread or gold 

Ladles 

Leather, any thing wrought of tawed 
leather 

Locks 

. Needles ; vocat. pack needles 

Panted wares, except paper and pic- 
tures, and earthen ware, the manu- 
fa£hire of Europe, other than galley 
tiles 

Pattens 

Pinfons 



Points 

Purfes 

Rapiera 

Razors • 

Ribbands 

Rings of copper or latten gilt, for cur* 
tains 

Saddles 

Sciilars 

Scummers 

Sheaths 

Sheers for taylors 

Shoes / 

Silk embroidered, and filk twined 

Spurs 

Stirrups 

Tires of filk or gold 

Tongs ; viz. fire tongs 

White wire 

Wire of iron ; viz. card wire, and all 
forts of iron wire, fmaller than fine 
fine ; and fuperfine and wool cards, 
or any other wares made of iron'' 
wire 

Woollen caps 

Woollen cloths, or old drapery 



GOODS prohibited to be imported for fale by ftrangers or aliens. 



Andirons 

Bells of any fort, except hawks bells 

Rts 

Blade finiths 1 any wares pertaining to 

Blaqkfmiths J them 

Boots 

Broaches or fpits 

Bottle makers, any wares prctaining to 

tliem 
Buckles for ^oes 
Candlefticks, hanging 
'■ iron Handing 

Card makers, any wares pertaining to 

them 
Chaifing-dilhes 
Chains 

Clafps for gowns 
Cloths, painted 
Copper fraiths, any wares pertaining tq 

them 
Cupboaifds 



Cutlers, any wares pertaining to them 

Forcers 

Forks, called fire forks 

Founders, anywares pertaining to them 

Girdlers, any wares pretaining to them 

Girdles 

Glafs, painted 

Glovers, anywares pretaining to them 

Gold (beaten) in papers for painters 

Gold beaters, any wares pertaining to 

them 
Grates 
Gridirons 
Hangers 

Harnefs, wrought for girdles 
-^-— vocat, horfe harnefs 
Hinges and garnets 

Homers, any wares pertaining to them 
Horns for lanthors 

Hurers, any wares pertaining to them 
Images, pauite4 

JoinerSf 
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' Totnersy any wares peitaining to them 
Iron ware 
Keys 
Knives 
Laces 

Latten, ware 
Lavcrs, hanging 
Locks, called ftock locks 
Lorimers, any wares pertaining to them 
Naik of latten, with iron ihanks 
Painters 1 ' 

Pinners V any wares pertaining to 

Point makers [ them 
Purfers J 
Pins 
Points 
Pouches^ 
Purfes 

Rings for curtains 
Sadlers, any wares pertaining to them 



Saddles 

Saddle trees 

ScifEirs 

Sheers, for taylors 

Silver (beaten) in papers for painters 

Spits 

Spoons of tin or lead 

Spurriers, any wares pertaining to 

them 
Spurs 
Stirrups 

Stock locks . « 

Stops ; vocat. holjr-water ftopt . 
Taylors Iheers 
Tongs 
Turnets 

Weavers and \ any wares pertaining 
Wire mongek-s J to them 
Wool cards, except Roan cards 



GOODS prohibited to be imported, except in particular weights, packages, 
&c, or under feme other reflridions 



Aqua Vitae, except ih (hips belonging 
to Great JBritain or Ireland, or ot the 
fame country with the goods 

Afhes, pot, from the Netherlands or 
Germany 

•-——from any other place, ex- 
cept in fhips belonging to Great Bri- 
tain or Ireland, orof the fame coun- 
try with the goods 

Bee V except from the Ille of Man, into 
Chefter, and Iriih beef into any part 
of Great Britain 

Boards, except in (hips belonging to 
Great Britain or Ireland, or of the 
fame country with the goods 

Brandy, in caiks containing lefs than 
60 gallons 

w. ■ in any cafe, cxept in fhips be- 

longing to Great Britain or Ireland, 
orof the famecountry with the goods. 
See fpirits 

Cambrick and French lawns, except 

. into the port of London, by licence 
from the commiflioners, and in bales, 
&c.. covered with fack cloth or 



canvas, containing 100 whole pieces 
or 200 demy pieces 

• or lawns from Ireland, until the 



importation there fliall be prohibited 

Candles, fope, and flarch, in any pack- 
age lefs than 2241b, wt. 

Coffee, but in packages of 1 12 lb. neat 

Coin, viz, light or bafe filvercoin, ex-» 
ceeding 5I. 

Cora or grain, except in fhips belong- 
ing to Great Britain or Ireland, or 
of the fame country with the goods 

Currants (Turky) except in Bntifli- 
built fhips, or fhips of the fame coun- 
tiy with the goods, &c. 

Deal boards from the Netherlands or 
Germany, except deal boards of the 
growth of Germany, imported from 
thence by Britifh, in Britifh-built 
fhips, &c. 

Figs, except in fhips belonging to 
Great Britain or Ireland, or of the 
fame country with the goods 

Fir timber from the Netherlands or 

Germany, except of the growth bf 

Germany, 
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Germanjj imported from thence by 
Britifh, in Britifli-built (hips, &c. 

Fiih, flatorfrefh, in foreign fhips, taken 
by or bought of foreigners, except 
eels, flock fifhy anchovies, burgeon, 
botargOy cavcar, lobfters, and turbots 

Flax, except in Ihips of Great Britain 
or Ireland, or of the fame country 
with the g6ods 

Geneva, in caiks containing lefs than 
60 gallons, except two gallons for^ 
each featnan. See fpirits 

Grocery, from the Netherlasds or Ger- 
many 

Hats or bonnets of baft, ftraw, chip, 
cane, or norfe hair, to be imported 
in bales containing 7 5 dozen 

•— Plaiting, or other materials for 
making fuch hats, to be imported in 
packages not lefs than 2241b. wt. 

Ifle of Man; brandy, rum, flrpng 
waters, or fpirits not to be imported 
from thence 

Mafb from the Netherlands or Ger- 
many, except of the growth of Ger- 
many, imported from thence by 
Britifli, in Britifh-built Ihips owned 
by Britifli 

■ to be i^nportcd from any other 

place, only in fhips belonging to 
' Great Britain or Ireland, or of the 
fame country with the goods 

Oak bark, not to be imported when the 
price is under loi. per load, &c. 

Oil (olive) from the Netherlands or 
Germany 

•— — to be imported from any other 
place, only in fhipa belonging; to 
• Great Britain or Ireland, or ot the 
fame country with the goods 

packet boats, any goods or merchan- 
dize therein, without commilBoners* 
licence 

Pepper to te imported into the port 
or London only 

Pitch, from the Netherlands or Ger- 
many 

m to be im|)orted from any other 
place, «nly in fhips belonging to 
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Great BHtain or Ireland, or of 
fame country with the goods 

PUiting for hats. See hats 

Pot afhes. Sec afhes 

Prunes, may be imported only in (hips 
belonging to Great Britain or Ire- 
land, or of the fame country with 
the goods 

Raifins ditto 

Rofin, from the Netherlands or Ger- 
many 

— — from any other place, to be im- 
ported only in fhips belonging to 
Great Britain or Ireland, dr of the 
fame country with the goods 

Rum, in cafks under 60 gallons 

— but if imported from the Britifh 
dominions in America, in fmall 
cafks, without fraud, &c. for private 
ufe, &c. the commiflioners may ad« 
mit it to entry. See fpFrits 

Sail cloth, or canvas from Ireland, 
only in ihtire bolts or pieces 

Salt, in fhips under 40 tons, or other- 
wife than in bulk, except for the 
fhip*s provifion 

of Great, Britain or Ireland, or 

other fait coming from Ireland or the 
Ifle of Man, except for the fhip's 
provifions^ or taken in to cure fifh 
at Tea , 

^— from the Netherlands or Germany 

— — from any other place, but in fliips 
belonging to Great Britain or Ire- 
land, or ftiips of the country of which 
it is the product 

Silk, thrown, of the growth or produd 
ofTurky, Perfia, Eafl India, China, 
or any other country, except Italy, 
Sicily, and Naples, brought diredly 
from thofe places refpedtively by fea, 
in fliips legally navigated, may not 
be imported . 

Sope, in any package lefs than 244. 
Ib.wt. 

Spicery, imported by licence; the 
package mufl be, cinnamon in fales 
of 70 lb. nutmegs, cloves, or mace, 
in cafks of 3001b, or upwards 

Spicery^ 
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Spicery, except by licence, may not be 
imported from the Netherlands 

Spirits of any kind, in calks under 60 
galbns, not to be imported from Eu- 
rope in ftiips of any burthen, nor 
from other parts, in {hips under 100 
tons, on forfeiture of fhip and goods 

Starch in any package lefsthan 2241b. 
weight ^ 

Sugar, only in fhips of Great Britain or 
Ireland, or of the built of the coun-. 
try of which it is the growth, &c. 

Tar, froip the Netherlands or Germany 

— rfrom any other place, but in (hips 
of Great Britain or Ireland, or of the 
built of the country of which it i$ 
the produce 

.Tea, only from the pbtce of its growth, 
though formerly • exported from 
hence 

—except by licence, in cafe the 
' India company do not fupply the 
market in Britilh-built fhips 

Timber, to be imported pnly in fliips 
of Great Britain or Ireland, or of the 
built of the country of whidi it is 
. the growth 

Tobacco, of the Britifti plantations in 
America, only in calks, &c. of 450 lb, 
weight 

— T — fron> the Netherlands, or Ger- 



many 



a4r 

Turky goods, to be imported only in 
Bmifh-built fhips, or fhips of the 
country of which they are of the. 
growth, &c, 

Viiiegar, to be imported only in fhips , 
the built of Great Britain or Ireland, 
or of the country of which it is the 
produce, &c. 

Wbale-bone, cut (except in fins) 

Wines, to be imported only in fhips 
belonging to Great Britain or Ire- 
land, or of the country of which the 
goods are the produce^ &c« 

no wines, other than Rhenifli, 

from the Netherlands or Germany, 
except Hungary wines, which may 
be imported from Hambro', paying 
duty as Rhenifh 

-Spanifh, Portugal, and French 

wines, in any fmaller calk than 
an hogfhcad, (except for prrivate 
ufe) 

— — in flafks, or bottles, or vefTcls 
containing lefs than 2$ gallons ; 
except French wine in bottles, and 
for private ufe, and wines of. the 
dommions of the Great Duke of 
Tufcany, in open flafks, or of 
Turky, or any other part of the 
Levant fea, in the manner as here* 
tofore ufually imported. 



GOODS prohibited to be exported j 



Afhes, white 

Bell metal 

Boxes, for clocks or watches without 

the movements, &c, 
Brafs, metal 
Bullion, unlei^ a certificate is produced 

to the commiiHoners that it is fo-, 
. reign, and not molten from coin of 

this realm, or clippings thereof, nor 

plate wrought in this Kingdom 
Cafes, fiar clocks and watches, of any 

metal, without the movements, &c. 
Clocks, without the movements, made 

fit for ufe, with the maker's name 



Coin of gold and filver, without the 
King's licence, except foreign coin 
upon entry. Repealed as to Ireland. 

Copper, except made of Britifh oar 

-— in fheets or bars, not to be ex- 
ported or carried coaflwife, when re- 
trained by order in council, or 
proclamation 

Dial plates for clocks or watches, with- 
out the movements, &:c. 

Frames or engines for knitting of flock* 
ings 

Fullers carth> or icowering clay 
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Gunpowder, when the price exceeds 
5!, per barrel 

Hides of ox, ftcer, cow,, bull, or calf, 
except calf Ikins drefTed without the 
hair, unlefs for the fhip's ufe, nGt ex- 

\ xrceding'6 hides 

Horns, Britifh, unwrought 

Ifle of Man,^ wrought (ilks, bengals 
and fluffs mixed with filk or hcrba, 
of the manufai^ure of Perfia, China, 
or Eaft India; callicoes painted, 
dyed, printed or ftained there. Cam- 
fcricks or French lawns may not be 
exported to the Ifle of Man 

Lambs, alive 

Lratteii 

Metal, brafs, copper, latten, bell metal, 
pan metal, gun metal, fhruff metal 
(except lead, and tin, and copper, 
and mundick metal, made of Bntifh 
ore) ^nd foreign copper in bars 

Money. See coin 

Morthngs 

Mundick metal. Sec metal 

Packet boats, any goods or merchanr 
dize therein without licence 

Pan metal. See metal 

Rams, alive 

Scpwering clay 

Sheep, alive 

Shprtlings •• 

ShruiF metal. See metal 

Silver molten, except marked at gold- 
fmiths' ball, and by certificate^ &c. 
See bullion 

Tallow . 



Tea, to Ireland or the Britiih planta- 
tions,' except in the original package 

Thrumbs 

Tobacco-pipeclay, except tp^he Britifh 
Sugar colonies, in the Wefl Indies^ 
for a limited time 

Tools or utenfils, machines, engines, 
prefs, pap^r, impIemerAs, or any 
model or plan thereof, in the cotton, 
linen, woollen, or filk m^nufa£kures, 
may nqt be fhippjed, unlefs to be di- 
redly landed 'again in Great Britain 
or Ireland 

— r- not to be coUefted together to be 
conveyed by open fea to any place^ 
except to Great Britain 

— — but not to extend to wool cards 
or flock cards, not exceeding in valifc 
4s. per pair, and fpinners^ cards not 
exceeding is, per pair, exported to 
any Britifh colony in America 

Watches without the movements, fit 
for ufe, with the makers name 

Wool, flieep, wool fells, mortlirigs, 
fhoitlings, yam made of wool, 
wool flocks, fullers earth, fulling 
clay, and tobacco-pipe clay # 

coverlids, waddings, or other 



nianufadures of wool, flightly^ork- 
<d or put up together, fo as they may 
be reauced to wool, and ufed as wool 
again, or matraffes or beds fluflfed 
with combed wool, or wool fit for 
combing 

Woollen yarn 

Worfled 



N. B. Goods of Mufcpvy, Ruffia, or the dominions of the Emperor or 
Emprefs thereof, are not to be imported, except in fhips belonging to Greal 
Britain or Ireland, or of the fame country with the goods 

».. — : , of Afia, Africa, or Anierica, mull be brought only in Britift 

fhips, legally navigated from the place of their growth, &c. or from Tuch 
.ports wh^e*thcy are, ufually have been, or can only be, firfl fbipped for 

. tranfportation, except oil of clovesj oil of cinnamon, oil of mace, and oil 
of nutmegs. 

The abovQ prohibition is not to extend to goods of the Straits oc 
Levant feas, apd Ealt India goods, from the ufual places of Lading, in 
Britifh' fhips, except raw filk arid mohair yarn, which can be brought 
only from the dominions of the Grand Signior ; 

■ - ^. ■ j^^ 



w\ 



^. 
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Nor is this prohibition to extend to goods of the Spatiifh or I^ortugueze 

flanutions, which mav be brought from Spain^ Portugal, or th6 Weftcrn 
iknds, called The Azores, or Madeira, or Canaries, refpe(5Uvely iit 
Britifh fhips 

■ nor to bullion or gold taken as prize. 

-nor to Perfia goods brought through Ruffia 

- nor to glim fenega imported from Europe 



by the Ruffia Company. 



by Britifti 



^-^ nor to cochineal or indigo 
— i' nor tQ fpice by licence 
' nor tdxoarfe printed callicoesj and other 



prohibited Eaft-India goods, cowries, and arrangoes, imported by licence , 
may not be put on board (hips or vcflck of war, upon forfeiture of 



the value, or 500I. to be paid by the commander, or other officer 
receiving, or permitting the goods to be received/ on board, befides being 
cafliiered, &c. 

' ■ ' -■ ' kbut not to extend to goods for the fole ufe 



of the fhip. 



• nor to gold, filver, or jewels ^ 

' nor to goods wrecked, or in imminent dan- 



ger thereof 

" ■ ■ I r n nor to whatfhall be ordered on board by. 

the Lords of the Admiralty 
■ ■■ imported or exported in the packet boats (unlefs by the allowance 

of the managers or chief officers of the cuftoms) are forfbited, with lool. 
penalty on the matter, befides lofs of place 

But during hoftilities with France and Spain, or the United Provinces, 
goods of Mufcovy, Ruffia or the dominions thereof, or any mads, 
timber, or boards, fait, pitch, tar, rofin, hemp, flax, raifii\s, figs, 
prunes, olive oils, corn or grain, fugar, pot-aflies, wines, vinegar, or 
foirits called aqua vita?, or brandy-wine, currants, and goods of the 
Ottoman or Turkifti Empire, may be imported in fhips built in 
Great Britain,- or any of His Majefty^s dominions, and fold to fo- 
reigners, fo as the mailer and three fourths of the mariners are of the 
country of whicl\ the goods are the growth, &c. 
The above gooos (or any other) being the produce of the Straits or Levant 

feas, may be imported in neutral fhips fro^ any place 
Flax, or flax feed, may be imported in neutral fhips navigated with foreign 

mariners 
Naval ftoreSj laden in neutral vefTels, may be purchafed for His Majefly's 

fervice by the conlmiffioners of the navy, and landed in Great Britain 
Goods of the growth, &c. of any place under the dominion of the crown of 
Portugal, "may be imported by any perfons in Portuguefe vefTels, from 
Portugal, or me Weflern Iflands, called the Azores or Madeiras. 
Any fort' of wool, barilla, jefuits bark, and linen yarn, may be imported by - 

any perfons, in neutral ftiips, from any place 
Orchena weed, and cobalt, may be imported by any perfon, from any place, 
in Britifh fhips legally navigated, or in neutral fhips navigate^ by foreign 
mariners, free of duty on entry, &c. 

I i a For 
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r Trading vefleU may be navigated with three fourths foreiga 
V ' y 'f A^' J Teamen, and one fourth Britiih* 
i-oraiimiteatimcj j^j^^ ^^ organized thrown filk may be imported frottj 

^^ . any place in any Ihip. * 



No.IL 

BOUNTIES, PREMIUMS, and ALLOWANCES. 
HEMP AND F L A'X 



4. Geo III. Cap, 26. 



£• s^ d* 



Hemp watcr-Totted, bright and clean, 
or rough and undreffed flax, im- 
ported directly from His Majefty's 
plantations in America, under the 
regulations required by law 



.until June 24, 1785, the toil 4 — —* 



HEMP. 
. 19 Geo. HI. Cap. 37. 
•^water.rotted,brightand clean.^^^^^J|J^^^^ I'ysSl^^^*^" ® 



of the growth of Ireland, im- 

Sorted 'diriedly from thence, un- 
er the regulations required by 
law 



from Tune24, 1786, ' ^, , 

to June 2J: 1793,}'^'^"" ^ 
fromTune24,i793,| , 

tojune 24,1800,]^"®^^" 4 



INDIGO. 

*2i Geo. II. Cap. 30. 
17 Geo. III. Cdp. 44, 



» — . imported direi^ly from any ^ 
of theBritifh colonies or plan- 
tations in America, under the 
regulations required by law, 
being the growth or produce 
of the plantation from whence 
imported, and of the quality 
defcribed in the ad * 



to March 25, 1781, * 
and from thence to 
"the end of the then 
next feflion of par- 
liament 



the pound — . — * 4 



NAVAL 



m^ 



A. i7«4N' 



DEBATES; 
NAVAL STORES. 

• J G^ II. cap- 3S« 
, 14 Geo. III. cap 86. 



Mr 



imported dire£lly from the Britiih plantations in Americay under the regula* 
tions reqmred by law, viz* 



4f. 



O 



to Tune 24, 1781, and 
from thence to the 
end of the then next 
feffion of Parlia- 
ment - - - 



to Tune 24, 1781, and 
from thence to the 
end of the then next 
feffion of Parliament 
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Mafis, vardsy and bowfpritSy the ton^ fto June 24, 17819 andl ^. 
alk)wmg40 feet to each ton, girt mea- 1 from thence to the \ ^ 
fure, according to the cuftomary way! end of the next fef- J 
of meafuring round bodies - * - j^ lion of Parliament.^ 

Tar, clean, 'good, . merchantable, well- 
conditioned, clear of drofs or water, 

' and fit in every refpeft for making of I 
cordage, the ton, containing eighty 
barrels, and each barrel to gauge ji f 
gallons, to be be well hooped and fil- 
led up - - , - 

— clean, good, merchantable, well- 
. conditioned, clear of drofs or Water, 
and fit in every relpedl for making of 
cordage, made from trees prepared ac- 
cording to the diredlions mentioned in<< 
the ad*, the ton, containing eight 
barrels, and each barrel to gauge 3 1 | 
gallons, to be well hooped and filled 
vp on the importation thereof - - _ 
But no premium is to be paid on any tar, unlefs each barrel contains 31 J 

gallons, and the officers not to furvey the tar till the water is all drawn on 

and every barrel filled up with taf . 



400 



Pitch, clean, good, merchantable, and 
well-cbnditioned, not mixed with diit 
or drofs, the ton, containing 20 grofs'< 
hundreds neat pitch, to be brought in 
eight barrels of equal fize - - - « 

Turpentine, clean, good, and merchant- 
able, clear of drofs and water, the ton, 
containing 20 grofs hundreds neat tur- 
pentine, to be brought in eight barrels 
■' ©f equal fize - - - . 



to June 24, 1781, and 
from thence to the 
end of the then next ^ 
feffion of Parlia- 
ment " " ," • ^ 

''to Tune 24, 1781, and 
from thence to the 
end of the then next 
feffion of Parlia- 
ment - « - - 



O Q 



X 10 Q 



Brought from Scotland into any part of South Britain* 



Trees of twelve inches diameter and up- f 
wards, fit for raafts, yards, and bow- 
fprits, regularly converted and hewed 
at leail into. eight fquires, found, frefli, '\ 
and in good merchantable condition,'^ 
the ton, allowing 40 feet to each ton, 

. j^irt meafure, according to the cufto- 
' jaary wa}^ of meafurkig' round bodies 



to June 24, 1701, and 
from thence to the 
end ofthe then next 
feffion of Parlia- 
ment • - • - 



ICO 



J^'ORTAGE, 



■"IB 

p^ PA R LI A M E: NT a R Y A. tlZ^^ 



P O R T A G ]£, 



I 



Is a txninty given by the Cbmmiflioners of the Cuftoms, by virtue, of their 
patent, to mafters of ihips inwards, for making true reports of their fhips 
imd cargoes, and otherwife demeatiing themfelres according to law and 
cuftom, and is granted on the neat amount of the under-mentioned 
branches, paid or fecured for the goods imported in their refpcdtive fl^ijp§» 
ccrtified^by the proper officers of the port (damages and over entries ffrft 
to be dediifted) ; and is is follows : 

Wines, for -every lool. of the neat arfiount of the cuftortis and £. j. d. 
impoft — — — — — 068 

Currants, for every lOol. of the neat amount of the branch 

of cuftoms — — — — — — 068 

Norway goods, for every lOoU of the neat amount of the . 

branch of cuftoms — — — 200 

• Other goods, for every lool. of the neat amount of the branch 

of cuftoms — — — — o 10 b 

Buf no portage is granted when it doth hot amount tb ten fliil^ 
lings, except for Norway goods. 

R A W S I L K, 

9 Geo, III. cap. ^2. 

Of the growth of the Britifli colonies 
in America, imported direftly from 
thenoe into the port of London, under 
the regulations required }iy law, for 
every looK value - - - - 



to Januaiy i, 1784 - 20 o o 
.from January i > 1 7 ^4 1 j ^ q o 
to January i, 1791 J ^ 



TOBACCO, 

9 Geo. I. cap. 21. . . 

*-—• damaged, for every pound weight cut off ^-» •- o o o§ 

WINES, 

. » 6 Geo. I, cap. 12. • 

♦ 8 Geo. I. cap. 18, 
12 Geo. I. cap. 28* 
5 Geo. III. cap. 43. 

Damaged, corrupt, or unmerchantable ; if the importer jBiall refufe to pay 
the duties tjiereon, the Commiilioners of the Cuftoms may Caufe fuch 
wines to be received into the cuftody of the proper officers, and to be pub- 
licly fold, in order to be diftilled iijto brandy, or made into vinegar, and 
ihail caufc the produce <^ fuch fale to be pdd to the importer ; bu; 
nbt to exceed to the following allowances : 
Of the growth of Germany^ or which pay duty as fuch, the 1 ... 
tpn — — — •* i ^ ^ ^ 

- Of 
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if- s. d. 

. Of' the growth of France, the ton -* — • 400 

Oflhegt'owth of Spain, Portugal, or elfewhere, the ton —800 

•L£ut no allowance to be made for any wints, unlefs -Imported in caiks on 

boanl a merchant's fbip, diredly from the place of the, growth, or the ufual 

place <^ firfl iliipping, (except as to iliips iiranded.) ' ^ 

ALLOWANCE or DRAWBACK of the DUTIES on COALS, ufed in 
melting, copper or tin ores,' within the counties of Cornwall and Devon, 
or in foe engines for drawing tin or copper mines in Cornwall. 

9 Ann. cap, 6« 
\ 14 Geo. IL cap. 41/ 

All coals ufed in either of the above works, and for which the duties have 

\ been firft anfwered, upon proof, by oath, made before the cuftomer and 

collector of the faid duties, that they h^ve been foufed, fliall h^ve ^^niw- 

back of all the duties, to be repaid, by the colledtor of the duties, to the 

- perfon making fuch proof. 

CORDAGE, 

6 Geo. III. C2«). 45. after July i, 1766, for five years, and to the end of 
^he then next femon of Parliament. 

12 Geo. III. cap. 60, coi\tinued for three years. 

13 Geo. III. cap. 74. 

J 4 Geo. III. cap. 86. farther continued for three years. 

17 Geo. III. cap, 44. farther continued for fbur years, and to the end' of 

the then next feffion of Parliament. 

Britifh made from foreign hemp (except of the produce of the Bri- 
tifti American colonies) or from hemp of ^he grpwth of Great 
Britain, exported under the regulations inquired by law> to any 
part of Eyrope (excej^t the Ille of Man, tne iflands of Fano or 
F erro, Madeira, the Canaries, or the Azores, or Weflern Iflands) 
f:he c^yt. -r -^ — . — 0^4! 

CORN, 

I )| 13 Geo. III. cap. 43. 

* 20 Geo. III. cap. 31. 

♦ 21 Q^Qf. III. cap, 29. 

©f the growth and produce ef this kingdom ; when the pr|ce of midAing 
Britifh corn or grain, at the port of exportation, fhall appear to bo under 
the following prices> then the boyiJ^ ^^^ed thereto is to be allowed oJ^ex- 
poitation in Britifh fliipping, under the reguUtipns (^rc6ted by law. 

' price. " Bounty. 

Wheat the quarter •'-"■240 • - - 050 

Malt made therefrom - • ' . ;. ,. . • - * 050 

Rye, the quarter • - i 8 a -^ • . 030 

Parley/beer, or bigg, the quaver lao^ • •^^ 026 
'. ■^ ■• , - ■ ^ • / •' Malt 



«4» 



yARLlAMENTARY 




Price. 
Malt made from barley, the quarter ■ • • • 

OatSy the quarter - -••-0140 
Oatmeal, the quarter, contdning i761b. weight 

* But if exjKMtcd in foreign (hips, one moiety only of the above bounty 
II to be allowed, until March 25, 1782. 

^ G*U N P O W D E R, 

4 Geo. II. cap, 29. 
, 18Geo.IILcap.45. 



Of the manufa6hire of Great Britain, 
^exported by way of merchandize, un- 

, der the regulations required by law, 
for every barrel,- containing 100 lb. 
neat weight - - - 



until Sept. 29, 1785, 
and from thence to 
the end of the then 
next feffion of Par- 
liament - - - 



•046 



LINEN, 

29 Geo. II. cap. 15. 

5 Geo. III. cap. 43. 

10 Geo. III. cap. 38. 

19 Geo. III. cap, 27. 

Made of hemp or flax in Great Britain, Ireland, or the Ifle of Man, ex- 
ported (under the regulations required, by law) to Africa, America, Spain, 
rortugal, Gibraltar, the ifland of Minorca, or the Eaft Indies, until June 
24, 1786, and from thence to the end of the then next feffion. of Parlia- 
ment : 

For every yard, of the, tj^adth of 25 inches or more, under 
the vaipe of jd. the yai^ — — — o 

For every yard, of the breadth of 25 inches or more, value 

jd. and under the valtie of. ^'d. the yard — . — 6 
For every yard, of the breadth of 25 inches or more, value 

6d. and not exceeding 19. 6d. the yard — i-u o 

For every yard, of Britilh checked or ftriped linen, -of the 
breadth of 25 inches or; more, and not exceeding is. 6d. 
and not under 7d. in value, per yard — — o 

For every fcjuare yard of diapeif, huckaback, iheeting, and 
other fpecies of linen, upwards of one yard Englifh in 
breadth, and hot exceeding is. 6d. the ^uare yard in value o 



o o 



If 



O 6| 



'I 



* 21 Geo. III. cap. 40. 

iFbr every yard of Britifh and Irifti buckrams and tillettings o 
Fqt every yard of Bi;itifti and Iriih linen, and of Britifli calli- 
coes and cottons, or cotten mixed with linen, printed, paint-* 
cd, orftained, in Great Britain, of the breadth of 25 inches 
or mor^, which, befqre the printing, panting, or ftaining 
thereof^ fliall be under the value of .5d per yard — Q 

1 



For 
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For every yard of the value of 5d. and under the value of 

6d. per yard -^ — — , 1 — . o o- i. 

Fpr cvfljy yard of the vajue of 6d, and not exceeding is. 6d* 
per yard — -r- , -r— — o o ij 

'the bpunties granted by the ad* above mentioned are to be paid 
during the continuance of ah ad paffed in the 20th year of His 
' prefent Majefty*s reign, in the kingdom of Ireland^ by which' 
certain bounties were granted on the exportation of linens, buck- 
lams, and tillct tings, of the manufadhire of that kingdom, ^ 

S A I L C L p T,H. 



12 Ann. cap. 16. 
4Geo. Il.cap. 27. 
18 Geo. III. cap. 45. 



Britifh-made, fail cloth exported under 
the regulations required by la\^ for^ 
every ell - - - - - 



r. 29, i78j,'j 

m thence to. I 

of the then Lc 

ffion' of Par- f 

- - -J 



until Sept. 29, 1785,' 
and from 

the end of the then^o o 
next feffion' 
liament 



BRITISH MANUFACTURES of SILK. 

8 Geo. I. cap, 1 5. 
i4Geo. III. cap.86. 

On the Britifh manufadures of filk hereafter mentioned, exported under the 
regulations required by law, the following bounties are to be allowed : 

'Ribbandsandftulfsof (ilk only, the pound ^voirdupoife weight 030 
Silk, and ribbands of filk, nii^ed with gold or filver, the 

pound avoirdupoife weight — — -— o- 4 o 

Silk ftqckings, iilk gloves, filk fringes, filk laces, ilitching or 

fewing filk, the pound avoirdupoife weight 1 -<- _- o i 3 
Stuffs of filk and grogram yarn, the pound avoirdupoife weight o o S 
Stuffs of filk mixed with incle or cotton, the pound avoirdu- 
poife weight — — — — 010 
• Stuffs of filk and worfled, the pound avoirdupoife weight 006 

SUGAR REFUSED in GREAT BRITAIN. 

jGeo. III. cap. 45. 

Refined from fugar of the produce of the Britifh plantations, under the di- 
redions and regulations required by law, and exported after the i ft day of 
' June 1765 

In loaves compkat and whole, and in lumps duly refined, for 

every cwt. — — — o 14 6 

^ Called^ baftards, ground or powdered fuear, loaf fugar broken 

in pieces, and candy properly refined, for every cwt. 064 ' 
VpL. XIV. Kk • 21 Geo. 
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^ 21 Geo. Ill cap. 1 6. 

Refined from flj|ar impoWcd into Great'Britain after the jth day of April 
1 781, and which (hall have paid the duty impofed by this aft*, and ex'- 
ported after the 5th day of July 1781 : ^ 

In the loaf, and whole> the cvvt. — — — q 1 1 6 

Called baflards, and ground or powdered fugar, and refined 
. loaf fugar broke in pieces/ and all fugar cdled capdy, the 

cwt. — — — "T* P 5 4 

Thefc two kft-mentioned allowances are to be paid, over and above all 
Other bounties or drawbacks allowed by law for the fame, and are alfo fub- 
jeft to the fanae rules, regulations, and refhidtions. » 

BOUNTIES on SHIPS employed in the FISHERIES^ 
White Herring Fishery. 

{for fevcn years, from October 
22, 1 77 1, and from thence to 
the end of the th^n next fcf- 
fion of Parliament, ^ . 

Continued by xq Geo. f ^°' ^^^^^" years, and from thence 

III. cap, 2^. ^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^ Parliament. 
The following bounty is annually allowed, provided the limitations, reftric- 
" tions, and dire£tionS| relating thereto, in t&e a£ls above mentioned, are 
complied with, viz. 

For every deckdd veflel, from twenty to eighty tons 
burden, which ^lall be fitted out and enlployed in 
the above fiihery, the fum of> •— — * — i lo o per ton 

WHALE-FISHERY in the Greenland Seas, Davis's Straits, or the 

adjacent Seas. 

ji Geo. IH. cap. 38. 
1 5 Geo. III. cap. 31. 
18 Geo. III. cap. 55; 

For every (hip which fhall proceed on the faid fifliery (the 
fcveral provifions and dired^ions relating thereto in the 
adts above mentioned being complied with) from De- 
cember 25, 1 78 1, to December 25, 17.86, the fura of x o o per ton. 

In the JFISHERY on the BANKS of NEWFOUNDLAND. 

15 Geo. III. caj). 31^ ' 

18 Geo. III. cap. 55* , 

iTie feveral bounties hereafter mentioned aTfe allowed annually for eleven 

years, for a certain number of veiTels employed 19 this fifliery, provided 

• 4 ^ «hci 
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the limitationi, reftri(S^ions, and directions, relating thereto, la the a6its' 
above mentioned, ape complied with, viz. 
Such Britifh-built veflels, fitted and cleared out after the ift of June 1776, 
a^d, after that day in each fticceediog year, which fliall oroceed to the . 
Banks of Newfoundland, and having caught a [cargo of mh upon thofe 
Banks, confifting of not lets than ten thoufand fifti hy tale, (hall land the 
fame at one of the ports on the fouthern or eaftern. lide of the ifland of 
Newfoundland, between Cj^e Ray and C^e de Grat, on or bdbre thje 
1 5th of July in each year; and fhall make one more trip at leaft td the faid 
Banks, ahd return with another cargo of fifh caught there, to the fam« ^ 
port ; in which cafe, • ^ ^ 

The twenty-five vefTels firft arriving at the faid ifland of New- 
foundland from the Banks thereof, with a cargo of fifh 
caught there, confining of ten thoufand fifh by talc at the 
leaf, and after landing the fame at one of the ports 'wittuj^ 
the limits before mentioned in .Newfoundland, fhall proceed 
again to the faid Banks, and return to the (aid ifland with 
another ciirgo of fifh, fhall be entitled to — £ A^ cacb 

One hundred veifsls which fhall fo arrive the next in order of 
time, on or before the 15th of July in each year, at the faid 
ifland, with a like cargo, and fhall proceed again^to the faid 
Banks, adl} return from thence in the manner hereinbefore 
mentioned, fh^U be entitled to — — — . ao.eack 

One hundred other veflels which fhaH fo arrive the next in or- , 
• 4?r of time, on or before the 15th of July in each year, ^ 
the faid ifland, with a like cargo, and £hall proceed again to y 
the faid Banks, and return from thence in the manner here- 
inbefore mentioned, fhall be entitled to — -?- * td each 

WHALE-FISHER,Y in tho Gulphof St, Lawrence^ or on thecoaftof 
Ljubr^re, Newfoundland, or in any feas to fhe fouthward of the Green- 
jbmd Seas and Davis's Straits* < 

15 Geo. III. cap. 31. , 

16 Geo. III. cap. 47. 
18 Geo. III. cap. C5. 
20 Geo. III. cap.. 60. 

The fevcral bo^unties hereafter mentioned are allowed anttually for elereii 
yean, for five veffels employ^ed i^ this fifhery ; provided the liraitationi, 
reflri(Sions, and dirediions, relating thereto in the a£ts above mentioned, 
are complied with, viz. fuch Britifh-built vcfFels, fitted and cleared out 
^after the ifl day of January 1776, and after that day in each fucccedinj 
3rear, which fhall take and kill one whale at leafl in the feas above meai- 
tioncd, and fhall return within the time limited by law, with the oil of 
fuch whale 6r whales : 

For the vefTel which fliall fo arrive in each year, with the 

greatefl quantity of oil, fo t^kcn as aforefaid ^ — 500 O o 

For the vcflcl which fhall in like manner arrive, with the next 
greateft quantity of oil| ib taken as s^orefaid -« «-^ 400 o d 

Fot 
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For the vcflel which (hall in like manner arrive, with the 

next greateft quantity of oil, fo taken as aforelaid — 300 o o 

For the velTel Which fliall in like manner arrive, with the next 

greateft quantity of oil, fo taken as aforefaid — -^ 200 o o 

For the veffel which fhall in like manner arrive, with the next 

greateft quantity of oil, fo taken as aforefai^ — — 100 00 

WHALE-FISHERY in th^ fcas to the fouthwardA)f the latitude of 
forty.-fdur degrees north. 



16 Geo. !II. cap. 47. 
18 Geo. III. cap. 55. 
^o Geo. III. cap. 60. 



The feveriS bounties hereafter mentioned are allowed annually for eleven 
years, for five veffels employed in this fifhery ; provided the limitations, 
rcftridBons, and diredions, relating thereto in the a6ts above mentioned 
4 are complied with, viz, fuch Britifli-built f eflels, fitted and cleared out 
after the ift day of Auguft, and before the ift day of November 1776, 
and between the ift day of Auguft and the ift day of November in each 
fucceeding year, which fhall take and kill one whale at leaft^in the feas 
above mentaoned, and fhall return ^tithin the time limited by law, w ith 
1. the oil of fuch whule or w)iales : 

For the veffel which fhall fo arrive in each year, with the * 

gi-cateft quantity of oil, fo taken as aforefaid — — 500 o o 
For the veffel which fliall in like manner arrive, with the next 

greateft quantity of oil, fo taken as aforelaid . — — 400 o o 
For the veffel which fhall in like manner arrive, with the next 

greateft quantity; c^ oil, fo taken as aforefaid — r 300 o o. 

For the veffel which fhall in like manner arrive, with the next 
V. greatcfl .quantity of oil, fo taken as aforefaid »— ioo o o 

For the veilel which fhall in lilce manner anive, with the next 
greateft quantity of oil, fo taken as aforefaid — 100 o • 
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